
MEETING HELD JANUARY 20, 2009 
 
 

          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 
January 20, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York,  with Supervisor Joseph Carvin presiding. 
  
            PRESENT:   in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb, Michele   
                      Mendicino, Robert Nioras, William Villanova, and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia.  
 ALSO 

PRESENT:   Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Thomas F. 
         Nardi, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Paul Noto, Town 
         Comptroller David Byrnes, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and     
         Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop Nowotnik. 

                                                                                
      * * * * * * * 
             
            Receiver of Taxes Mecca led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson 
Villanova read the Opening Prayer. A video recorder and an audio recorder were in use during the 
proceedings. 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Town Justice Anthony M. Provenzano administered the Oath of Office to Thomas F. Nardi as 
Superintendent of Highways for the Town of Rye.  Mr. Nardi thanked everyone for giving him the 
opportunity to serve in the position. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Nioras and unanimously 
adopted,  the minutes of the meeting held on December 18, 2008 were  approved as presented.  
      
             
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of December, 2008 
  Total submitted to the Supervisor. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,015.52    
 
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of December, 2008 
  Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   .$12,133,633.57 
  Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,219,638.38   
  Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       82,642.36   
  Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $21,435,914.31 
 
 CRAWFORD PARK, for month of December, 2008 as reported by Confidential 
            Secretary Bishop Nowotnik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $7,800.00       
 
      * * * * * * * 
      
 Assessor Markowitz stated that the following resolution was a certiorari which covered a ten-year 
period  with reductions in assessments for the years 1997 through 2004 and no reductions for the years 2005 
and 2007.  The settlement was made with the participation of representatives from the Port Chester School 
District and the Village of Port Chester.  Comparing the fixed assessment prior to revaluation and the 
current full-value assessments highlighted the following.  In 1997, the value of the property on the 
assessment roll was $711,000.00 because the Town had fixed assessments and because of equalization rate 
changes.   The property value peaked in 2002 at $996,000.00.   In 2007, the assessment was $936,000.00. 
Assessor Markowitz explained that that property, in many ways, was a graphic example of how revaluation 
started to control certiorari problems and reduce taxing jurisdictions to the exposure of paybacks because 
the majority of those settlements were pre-revaluation.  
 
 
 
                                                 



                January 20, 2009 
 
     

On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 
estate of  Mavis Tire Supply Corp., 319 Boston Post Road, Port Chester, New York, affecting the parcel 
of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 142.45, Block 1, Lot 17, County 
of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and 
Assessor in the Town of Rye, and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 
 Assessment         Tax 
                 Year               Year                      From                To              Reduction   
            
               1997                1998                   30,100                         25,380                              4,720 
               1998                1999                   27,700                         24,660                              3,040 
    1999     2000                   25,700                         23,040                              2,660  
    2000                2001                   25,700                         21,480                              4,220  
    2001                2002                   25,700                         21,170                              4,530         
    2002     2003                   25,700                         19,000                              6,700     
    2003     2004                   20,600                         17,780                              2,820               
    2004             2005                  880,100                      825,000                            55,100   
               2005                2006                  750,000                      750,000                              None            
               2007                2008                  936,200                      936,200                              None,         and  
                               
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 
Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Aldo V. Vitagliano, Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to 
consent to entry of appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of 
the court orders execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds 
on the terms set forth herein. 

4.     This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES:  None 
  
      * * * * * * *       
 
 
 Confidential Secretary Nowotnik and Court Clerk Anne Capeci had met with representatives 
from the Justice Court Fund which had raised the grant limitation from $15,000.00 to $30,000.00.  That 
grant money would provide new carpeting and painting in the courtroom and new furniture and painting 
in the judge’s chambers. Security cameras would also be installed in and around the Town Hall. Mr. 
Nowotnik explained that that was made possible from the residuals of various fees and fines submitted 
and not from funding by taxpayers. 
 
 
 
      



                           January 20, 2009 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS,  at the request of the Unified Court System, the State Legislature has significantly 
increased the amount of funding available to Justice Courts through the Justice Court Assistance Program 
(“JCAP”), and  
  

WHEREAS, the maximum JCAP grant award is thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00), and may be 
used for a variety of purposes, including office and security equipment, furniture and courtroom 
renovations, and   

   
WHEREAS, any funds awarded pursuant to this application shall be used only in accordance with 

the provisions of Chapter 280 of the Laws of 1999 and with all rules and regulations governing the JCAP, 
and 

WHEREAS, any goods and/or services purchased with any JCAP funds shall be obtained in 
accordance with acceptable procurement practices established by the governing municipality including, but 
not limited to, competitive bidding and procurement policies and procedures, and     

 

WHEREAS, no funds awarded pursuant to this application shall be used to compensate justices or 
non-judicial staff or to reduce or otherwise supplant funding provided by a town or village to its justice 
court;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor and Rye Town Board 
authorize this application to be submitted prior to August 31, 2009.     
 
     ROLL CALL: 
     AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin          
      NOES:   None        
      * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye did request bids for Commercial Trending Services in connection 
with the Town assessment roll to be released June 1, 2009, and 
 
 WHEREAS, multiple bids were received by the Town; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye does and 
hereby authorizes Supervisor Joseph Carvin to enter into an agreement with John Valente to conduct the 
commercial trending analyses for the June 1, 2009 assessment roll at a cost of nineteen thousand dollars  
($19,000.00) as specified on the proposal. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilpersons  Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin   
            NOES:   None 
      * * * * * * *      
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted. 
   
            WHEREAS, at the December meeting, the Rye Town Board and Town Council authorized 
Supervisor  Joseph Carvin to enter into negotiations with Daniel Pennella for the purpose of assuming 
the position of part-time caretaker to reside at the cottage at Crawford Park subject to a Lease 
Agreement;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Supervisor Joseph Carvin is hereby 
authorized to execute the House Lease between the Town of Rye and Daniel Pennella pursuant to the 
Resolution of December 18, 2008.    
 
   ROLL CALL: 
              AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin   
              NOES:   None 



                                                          January 20, 2009 

   

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following  
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Journal News, the Westmore News and the Rye Sound Shore Review are 
the official newspapers of the Town of Rye for publication of notices, resolutions or ordinances 
affecting the Town of Rye for the year 2009. 
 

ROLL CALL 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES:  None 
   
                             * * * * * * *      
             
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the New York State and Local Employees Retirement System has requested that 
the Town Board establish a standard workday for appointed officials for the purpose of determining 
days worked reportable to the New York State and Local Retirement System;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rye Town Board hereby establishes the 
following as a standard workday for the Town Attorney and Town Comptroller for the purpose of 
determining days work reportable to the New York State and Local Retirement System: 
 
 Five (5) day week, three (3) hours per day. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES:  None 
       * * * * * * *      
               
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the New York State and Local Employees Retirement System has requested that 
the Town Board establish a standard workday for elected officials for the purpose of determining days 
worked reportable to the New York State and Local Retirement System;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rye Town Board hereby establishes the 
following as a standard workday for the Town Council Members for the purpose of determining days 
work reportable to the New York State and Local Retirement System: 
 
 Five (5) day week, three (3) hours per day. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin  
 NOES:  None   
       * * * * * * *      
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye must set IRS mileage reimbursement rates for Town employees; 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to Revenue Procedures 2008-72, the Rye Town 
Board hereby establishes the 2009 reimbursement rate at fifty-five cents ($.55) per mile. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin      
 NOES    None  



                            January 20, 2009 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
 RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye be and is hereby designating a Representative and Alternate, 
respectively, to be named at a later date, to attend the annual meeting of the Association of Towns to be 
held in New York City, February 15 – 18, 2009.  
  
 ROLL CALL:       
 AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin       
 NOES:   None       
        * * * * * * *       
          
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that approval is granted for the payment of dues to the Association of Towns of 
the State of New York for the year beginning January 1, 2009 in the amount of one thousand, one 
hundred dollars ($1,100.00). 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin  

NOES:    None 
                * * * * * * *       
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that as per Section 77B of the Municipal Law of the State of New York, 
Department Heads and/or employees attending meetings, conferences, training schools, etc.  on behalf 
of the Town of Rye, New York, must receive approval from the Town Board. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin     

NOES:  None    
 
                * * * * * * *        
 On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted:                                  
 
 RESOLVED, that the third Tuesday of each month be and the same is hereby designated as the 
regular meeting date of the Town Board of the Town of Rye for the year 2009, and 
  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that at such meetings the Town Board will follow Robert’s Rules 
of Order, and a three-minute limit for each person to speak on any issue shall be adhered to during the 
proceedings. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
            NOES:   None 

              * * * * * * *   
 

 On   motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that by virtue of Article 4, Section 64 of the Town Law authorizing the Town 
Board  to designate, by resolution, the banks and trust companies  in this State in which the Supervisor, 
Town Clerk, Receiver of Taxes and Councilpersons shall deposit all monies coming into their hands, the 
Town Board does hereby designate the following as an additional  depository for the year 2009 who  has 
complied with requirements laid down by the Board for the depositories of funds for the Town of Rye: 
 
 



                          January 20, 2009 
 
 Hudson Valley Bank, 21 Scarsdale Road, Yonkers, NY 10701 
 MBIA, Municipal Investors Service Corp., CLASS Product, 113 New King St., Armonk, NY               
 T D Bank, N.A., 1701 Route 70 E,  Cherry Hill, NJ  08034 
 USA Bank, 601 North Main Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 
 

 ROLL CALL 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES:  None 
 
      * * * * * * *       
      
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the following banks, previously designated as depositories of the Town of 
Rye must submit a revised Custodial Agreement when and if the current Agreement is revised, amended 
or changed in any way: 
 
  Hudson Valley Bank, 21 Scarsdale Road, Yonkers, NY 10701 
  T D Bank, N A. 1701 Route 70 E, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 
  USA Bank, 601 North Main Street, Port Chester, NY 10573,                         and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Custodial Agreements must be filed in the Office of 
the Town Clerk of the Town of Rye, New York. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES :    Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
            NONE:    None 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye Tax Office is in the process of using the service of lock box for 
the collection of taxes commencing with the Westchester County and Town of Rye taxes levied and due 
in April of 2009, and 
 
 WHEREAS, multiple quotes were received by the Town; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye does and 
hereby authorizes Supervisor Joseph Carvin to enter into an agreement to lock box with TD Bank. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:    Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
            NOES:    None 
 
           * * * * * * * 
 
 
 Supervisor Carvin spoke of the need for revaluation in 2010. He asked Assessor Markowitz to 
send a Request for Proposal (RFP) to the leading revaluation firms for the costs of physical inspections 
as well as for inspections conducted as before.  Mr. Markowitz would then make recommendations on 
how to proceed with a program which would involve in-home inspections and a minimal revaluation 
program, citing the advantages and disadvantages of each. Items identified by the Blue Ribbon 
Commission and those in the International Association of Assessing Officers (IAAO) report would be 
addressed. He closed by mentioning that a revaluation schedule would involve a year and a half and it 
was essential for the Town to begin now.   
 
                          



                            January 20, 2009 
 
 
 Referring to the upcoming revaluation, Councilperson Villanova stated that the Villages of Port 
Chester and Rye Brook could also participate in the process. He cited the Village of Port Chester’s 
Building Department which was undergoing code changes and the information obtained could enhance 
their code enforcement program.  He stated that due to the lack of interior inspections as well as other 
issues, there were deficiencies in the first revaluation. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 
 Condolences on behalf of the Town of Rye were offered to Toni Ganim on the loss of her 
husband, Al, who had served his community well for many years. 
 
      * * * * * * *  
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by 
Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
         Hope B. Vespia 
         Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 24, 2009 
 
          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 
February 24, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York,  with Supervisor Joseph Carvin presiding. 
  
            PRESENT:   in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb, Michele   
                      Mendicino, Robert Nioras, William Villanova, and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia.  
 ALSO 

PRESENT:   Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Thomas F. 
         Nardi, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Paul Noto, Town 
         Comptroller David Byrnes, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and     
         Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop Nowotnik. 

                                                                                
      * * * * * * * 
            Councilperson Mendicino led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson 
Villanova read the Opening Prayer. A video recorder and an audio recorder were in use during the 
proceedings. 
      * * * * * * * 
      
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Nioras and unanimously 
adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on January 20, 2009 were approved as presented.   
             
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of January, 2009 
  Total submitted to the Supervisor. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $    742.45    
 
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of January, 2009 
  Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30,926,716.46 
  Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .$905,479.22    
  Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .$103,623.89 
   
  Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …. . . . . . . . $31,935,819.57 
 
 CRAWFORD PARK, for month of January 2009 reported by Confidential Secretary 
           Bishop Nowotnik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …………. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $5,605.00      
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Supervisor Carvin called for comments from the public. 
 
 Laura Klein, 4 Pine Ridge Road, Rye Brook, President of the Friends of Crawford Park, 
explained that Crawford Park was a gift to the Town of Rye from Edna and Everett Crawford in 1974 
with the understanding that the Town would keep the property intact for community use and enjoyment. 
She gave a brief history of the park. She noted that the organization was upset upon learning that 
Supervisor Carvin was considering selling a piece of the park (the Gateway House Property). She stated 
that the Friends would like to ask the Town to make a proclamation that would forever dedicate that 
1.04 acre of land to the park.  Mrs. Klein asked for the matter to be put on the following month’s agenda 
to formally vote on the matter.  
                       
 Supervisor Carvin clarified that he was not considering selling that part of the park and wanted 
that to be on record.  In the course of a meeting that the Supervisor had with the Friends, he remembered 
that they wanted to do some renovations and improvements to the “Gateway House Property.”  At that 
point, the Supervisor mentioned that he had been approached by the Village of Rye Brook who had 
indicated that it might be interested in purchasing the property. Subsequently, he spoke to the Village of 
Rye Brook which indicated that it was not going to purchase the gateway property. Supervisor Carvin 
stated that at the present time, he would not consider selling that part of the property without having 
extensive conversations with the Friends of Crawford Park and all the stakeholders. The Supervisor 
noted, however, that due to the very difficult economic times, he was not prepared to take anything off 
the table until the Board had met with all the stakeholders. He was not sure if it was legal to sell the 
property. 
            (1) 



                            February 24, 2009  
 
 Town Attorney Noto mentioned that in June of 2003 the Town commenced a condemnation 
proceeding of the property. At that time, the Jehovah’s Witnesses commenced a federal lawsuit claiming 
that the Town was violating their constitutional rights.  In September of 2004 that action was settled in 
federal court whereby the Town was permitted essentially to have a friendly condemnation.  The Town, 
according to the stipulation, paid $677,000.00.  The petition to the Supreme Court was very clear that 
the purchase was to add parkland to the park and by virtue of that petition, it could only be used for 
public purpose.  Therefore it would be virtually impossible to sell it to a third party unless it was for a 
public purpose consistent with use as parkland. Mr. Noto felt that the fears of the Friends of Crawford 
Park were unfounded and thought that a resolution or proclamation was not necessary because there 
already was a court decision that granted the property to the Town on that basis.   
 
 
 Former Rye Brook Trustee, Jody Brackman, Tamarack Road, Rye Brook commented on what 
used to be a beautiful entrance, now looked really bad. Things that happened over the course of winter 
had not been attended to. In previous years, the path had been cleaned off for walkers.  She understood 
that money had to be saved, but she did not think you should save money at the expense of 
unattractiveness or safety.  She and many residents consider the park to be a jewel for those living here 
and agreed it should be kept in its pristine passive state. 
 
    
 Carol Selinske, Knollwood Drive, Rye Brook stated that when she first heard of the property 
being sold, what came to mind was “selling our birthright for a mass of pottage [sic].”  She stated that in 
the end, the money was gone and used for whatever, it would have very little difference in taxes and the 
land would be gone forever.   
 
 
 Christopher Cohan, a landscape architect who was retained by the Town of Rye for many years 
had actually drafted a master plan for Crawford Park through a grant received from the State of New 
York that cost the Town nothing. He explained that from that grant, they were able to make various 
improvements to the park.  Mr. Cohan had the opportunity to do a considerable amount of research 
about the Crawford family.  Edna Crawford’s wish, in turning the property over to the Town, was based 
on her concern that she saw surrounding grand estates being gobbled up.  She used to open her property 
to the children in the community and let them play on these grand open fields.  She wanted to see this 
whole concept retained.  That piece of property was carved out for her granddaughter with the hope that 
one day this would be subsumed back into the park.  Plans had been made on how to put paths through 
the park and what could be done to improve the property. Meetings were held by the Friends of 
Crawford Park who were willing to come up with money for benches, etc. For that reason, the Town 
moved forward to demolish the buildings.  He was assured that the Board had the best intentions and 
hoped that what he presented would help the Board understand the value of the property and not look to 
diminish it.  
 
 
 Councilperson Nioras asked Mr. Cohan if he was aware of other grants to further or to redo a 
Master Plan.  Mr. Cohan mentioned that he was aware of many grants that could be obtained for parks 
and public open spaces.  He recalled that he had received grants for pathways and further improvements 
for the park and explained that over the years the Town was fiscally conservative as well as 
environmentally proactive. Mr. Cohan added that he took part in applying for those grants and was 
pleased to mention that most of the improvements were accomplished for pennies on the dollar. 
 
 
 Supervisor Carvin noted that those types of comments were most welcome and that he was fully 
committed to making this park pristine.  He set meetings for stakeholders for Wednesday, March 04, 
2009 at 7:00 P.M. and Saturday, March 07, 2009 at 11:00 A.M. to be held at Crawford Park. The 
Supervisor wanted to go forward with the strategy for a three-year plan.    
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Richard Abel, Quintard Drive, Port Chester asked the Board members if they would be willing to 
allow two sets of public comments; one before the resolutions and one after, in order for the public to 
speak about topics on the agenda. 
              (2) 



           February 24, 2009 
 
 
 John Del Valle, 123 Rectory Street, Port Chester had a question for the Town Attorney 
concerning his two lots zoned as “R2F” (residential two-family) and mentioned that his family parked 
cars there and he parked his truck there at night off the street.  Mr. Del Valle questioned whether it 
would make it a commercial lot since his truck was parked there. The Building Department had sent 
letters to the Assessment Office stating that it was a “R2F” zone which was not commercial and he kept 
getting denied.  Town Attorney Noto mentioned that a zoning issue was being raised.  Mr. Del Valle did 
not receive any income from the lot and, according to the Port Chester Building Department, his 
property could not be rented as a parking lot. Town Attorney Noto mentioned that the meeting was not 
the forum to have that conservation and made some recommendations.  Supervisor Carvin suggested 
that he and Town Attorney Noto would meet with Assessor Markowitz to study the issue and guaranteed 
Mr. Del Valle that he would be treated fairly.                           
                * * * * * * *   
 

 John Wolhman, Regional Director of the Office of Real Property Services (“ORPS”) and his 
colleague John Petrino were present to discuss reassessment, the background of what the Town would 
have addressed in the 2004 revaluation and to review and discuss the plans and preparation the Town 
was making for the 2010 reassessment. The assessment roll was a mechanism for distributing taxes and 
the act of reassessment was designed to ensure that all property owners were treated equitably.   The 
standard for assessing in New York State was property values and the assessment roll was used to 
distribute property tax. In order to ensure that all property owners were paying their fair share, the key 
was to ensure that the assessments on the Town Roll accurately reflected current market value. Every 
year that the Town filed an assessment roll, there was a brand new valuation date so each assessment 
roll was a new look at distributing property taxes. That provided local control over the equalization rates 
and the intent of the agency would be to monitor the reassessment work that the Town had been 
preparing. Each year the agency was able to confirm locally the stated level of assessment of one 
hundred percent which became the Town equalization rate.   Mr. Wolhman explained that reassessment 
was not designed to generate additional tax revenue. The amount of taxes to be raised was determined 
by the County legislatures, the School Districts, the Town Boards, the Village Boards and special taxing 
districts.  “ORPS” had been providing state aid, which was five dollars per parcel per year for each year  
that assessments had been kept up to date and the Town had been receiving that sum since 2004 for 
keeping its assessments current and for maintaining a level of assessment of one hundred percent. There 
was an annual systematic analysis of all properties to determine an appropriate market value as of a 
particular valuation date each year.  There was a requirement to physically inspect and reappraise 
properties at least once every six years as well as to maintain quality inventory and other assessment 
practices. 
 
 There was a document known as the six-year annual reassessment plan and the Town was 
coming to the end of its first six-year cycle. The document was like a roadmap that provided information 
about the resources and the analysis that would be undertaken each year to make sure that every 
property was looked at and grouped appropriately for valuation purposes. The residential properties 
were looked at together to ensure that the appropriate neighborhoods were delineated for comparison of 
values and that income and expense data was gathered for non-residential or commercial properties.  
The document provided the nuts and bolts on how the work would be done each year to maintain the 
level of assessment at one hundred percent, so that the value was kept current for each point and time.      
    The six-year plan would provide property inventory characteristics, such as the size of lots, the 
condition, the grade, the building style, improvements, fireplaces, central air conditioning, belowground 
pools and how they might play a part to determine the values and how all that information was collected 
and recorded.  Collection of market and income data required a lot of effort for properties that had been 
sold and whether they were arms length or valid sales. Similar properties would be compared with each 
other for the purpose of establishing what the values should be. All properties must be individually 
appraised at least once during the six-year cycle.      
 
 Data collection was the most costly phase of reassessment. Interior inspections and 
measurements of all improvements would be the most costly. Data collectors would have to be 
employed to visit each property and measure or re-measure and attempt to conduct interior inspections. 
What would be the least costly was known as data verification, where the assessing entity took existing 
records for the inventory and went through a process to check that from the public right–of-way. In the 
event that something didn’t make sense, those properties could be targeted for an inspection. 
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 As part of the effort, the Town was considering an added component of two kinds of 
photography   with new technology.  The use of 360 degree street level photography and aerial oblique 
photography would aid the Town’s efforts to ensure accurate and consistent inventory data.  For the 360 
degree photography, a van would drive up and down streets and photograph properties. Oblique aerial 
photography would be taken from a low flying plane, but the photography was deliberately taken at an 
angle where the plane would fly in a grid so that the Town would receive a photographic “product” that 
would allow an individual to see a property from all four sides.  
                        
 Supervisor Carvin mentioned that the Town would get Request for Proposals (“RFPs”) for the 
three hundred sixty degree and oblique aerial photography. Supervisor Carvin explained the existence of  
time constraints due to the importance of  taking photographs before the leaves were on the trees.        
 
      * * * * * * * 
 In reference to the following resolution, Mr. Nowotnik stated that four bids were received for the 
removal of dead trees along the roadway and the gateway property at Crawford Park.   
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the following 
resolution was adopted:            
 

 WHEREAS, professional inspection by a certified arborist has confirmed the presence of trees 
requiring horticultural attention, and  
 

 WHEREAS, four proposals were received to remove specified dead trees as well as to prune 
several trees leading to the mansion, and 
 
 WHEREAS, that Evergreen Arborists, Inc., 327 Northrop Avenue, Mamaroneck, New York, 
has duly presented the lowest qualified proposal; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Evergreen Arborists hereby is authorized to 
perform the services as indicated on their proposal not to exceed the amount of eight thousand, four 
hundred dollars ($8,400.00) as specified  
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES:  None  
                  * * * * * * * 
 
 Town Attorney Noto explained that the following two resolutions were for certiorari cases that 
were moving to the trial readiness stage and required counsel.    
 
 On motion of Councilperson Nioras, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye needs to retain counsel to handle certain 
certiorari matters; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye does and 
hereby retains Aldo V. Vitagliano, Esq., with offices located at 150 Purchase Street, Suite 9, Rye, New 
York 10580 to represent the Town of Rye in the matters of McMichael Boating Center v. Town of Rye; 
Wachovia Corporation  v. Town of Rye; Spring Corp. v. Town of Rye; Port Chester Properties, LLC v. 
Town of Rye; Sawpit Realty LLC v. Town of Rye; Steilmann Service Center Company v. Town of Rye, 
and 
                
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Aldo V. Vitagliano, Esq. shall be compensated pursuant 
to the Retainer Agreement dated May 30, 2008 for the tax certiorari matters. 
            
  ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES:   None 
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           On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye needs to retain counsel to handle certain 
certiorari matters; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye does and 
hereby retains Jeffrey Binder, Esq. with offices located at 68 East Post Road, Suite 200, White Plains, 
New York 10601 to represent the Town of Rye in the matter of Mavis Tire Supply Corp. v. Town of 
Rye; Sam Ranani v. Town of Rye and Bennett W. Golub v. Town of Rye, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Jeffrey Binder, Esq. shall be compensated pursuant to the 
Retainer Agreement dated April 15, 2008 for tax certiorari matters. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES:  None 
 
 
 
       * * * * * * *  
 
 
 
 Assessor Markowitz explained that the following revised resolution would amend the contract 
with Systems Development Group to include some additional funds for the scanning of old record cards 
and the insertion of those records into the existing data base.  The fees were based on eleven thousand 
property record cards, but there were some older properties that had multiple cards which resulted in 
exceeding the number to be scanned. 
 
             
 On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, a resolution dated November 25, 2008 approved a proposal by Systems 
Development Group to scan the historic paper property record cards and insert the data into the public 
record at a cost of seven thousand, five hundred dollars ($7,500), and 

 
 WHEREAS, Systems Development Group (“SDG”) completed scanning the historic paper 
property record cards and inserted the data into the public record, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the actual cost was eight thousand, one hundred fifty-five dollars ($8,155.00); 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that SDG, 441 Trenton Avenue, Utica, NY 13502 
is hereby approved to scan and insert the data into the public record of the Town of Rye at a cost of eight 
thousand, one hundred fifty-five dollars ($8,155.00). 
 

 
ROLL CALL: 

            AYES:       Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES:       None 
            ABSENT:  None                          
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   Assessor Markowitz explained that the following two resolutions for Lane Appraisals, Inc. was   
that court dates had been set for two properties that had filed certioraris.    
           
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye needs to obtain real estate appraisal services 
to assist in certain certiorari matters; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye does and 
hereby retains Lane Appraisals, Inc. with offices at 178 Myrtle Boulevard, Larchmont, New York 10538 
to provide appraisal services to the Town of Rye for vacant land located on William Street, Port Chester, 
known as Section 142.38  Block 1 Lot 43, and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Lane Appraisals, Inc. shall be compensated pursuant to 
the Board Resolution dated December 18, 2008 and the approved schedule for professional services 
attached to the resolution.    
 

ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES:  None  
              * * * * * * *   
                                   
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye needs to obtain real estate appraisal services 
to assist in certain certiorari matters; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye does and 
hereby retains Lane Appraisals, Inc. with offices at 178 Myrtle Boulevard, Larchmont, New York 10538 
to  provide appraisal services to the Town of Rye for 403-417 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, known 
as Section 136.77  Block 1 Lot 51,  and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Lane Appraisals, Inc. shall be compensated pursuant to 
the Board Resolution dated December 18, 2008 and the approved schedule for professional services 
attached to the resolution.   

 
ROLL CALL: 

            AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES:  None                 
      * * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye did request Bids for Certiorari support services, and 
 
 WHEREAS, multiple bids were received by the Town; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye does and 
hereby authorizes Supervisor Joseph Carvin to enter into an agreement with Valuation Plus, Inc. to 
provide certiorari support services for those parcels having a 2008 Assessment of one million dollars 
($1,000,000) or more at a cost not to exceed fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) as specified on the 
attached proposal. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:       Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES:       None  
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      RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF RYE ESTABLISHING A 
HOMESTEAD BASE PROPORTION FOR THE TOWN OF RYE AND TO AUTHORIZE THE 
TOWN ASSESSOR TO FILE A STATEMENT OF LOCALLY DETERMINED HOMESTEAD BASE 
PROPORTIONS PURSUANT TO AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 
SECTION 1903 OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS THE 
“HOMESTEAD TAX OPTION” BASED UPON THE ASSESSMENT ROLL COMPLETED, 
VERIFIED AND FILED IN 2008. 
   
          On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following 
Resolution was adopted:  

 

WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax 
Law (RPTL) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of 
property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property; and   
 WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local Law 
Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly referred to as the 
“Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”); and 
  
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate 
property tax rates: a lower rate for residential property owners equal to a rate of 71.073036 (the 

“Homestead Base Proportion”) and a higher rate for all other property owners equal to a rate of 
28.926964 (the “Non-Homestead Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a 
Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL 
based on the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2008; and        

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD AS FOLLOWS: 

 1.  The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 

71.073036 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 28.926964 and (b) 
authorizes the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions 
Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 
2008.   

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:       Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 

 NOES:       None     
  
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
Councilperson Villanova was confident going forward that the Board would be committed to Crawford 
Park and that the Friends of Crawford Park should have no concern that there would be a sale of any 
property.  He also extended condolence to Town Attorney Noto, on behalf of the Board, on the passing 
of his mother.  
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by 
Councilperson Nioras, the meeting was adjourned into executive session at 11:00 P.M. to discuss 
personnel history. 
                                   Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
                                   Hope B. Vespia   
             Town Clerk 
 
 
               (7)          
 



 



 MEETING HELD MARCH 18, 2009 

 

 

          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Wednesday morning, 

March 18, 2009 at 8:00 A.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 

Chester, New York,  with Supervisor Joseph Carvin presiding. 

  

            PRESENT:   in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb, Michele   

                      Mendicino, William Villanova, and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia.  

 ALSO 

            PRESENT:   Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Paul Noto, Deputy  

                     Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor  

          Bishop Nowotnik. 

                                                                                

 ABSENT:    Councilperson Robert Nioras 

 

      * * * * * * * 

 

            Town Clerk Vespia led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.  An audio recorder was in use 

during the proceedings. 

 

      * * * * * * * 

  

 The first item on the agenda was to set a date for the Public Hearing for Local Law No. 1, Year 

2009, Income and Expense Statements.  Assessor Markowitz explained the small claims and certiorari 

filing dates and the procedures to the Board.  Lengthy discussions proceeded on who would be required 

to produce the statements.  

 

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the date set for 

the Public Hearing for Local Law No. 1, Year 2009 was set for April 21, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. in the 

Courtroom of the Town of Rye, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York.   

 

                          * * * * * * *  

  

 Assessor Markowitz discussed the bids received for the 360 degree street level and aerial oblique 

photography for the 2010 reassessment. He recommended the Geospan Corporation as mentioned in the 

following resolution. 

     

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb,   the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 

           RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye has approved the bid as detailed in the RFP 

response and subsequent clarification letters for Oblique Aerial and Street View Imagery Photography 

Services to Geospan Corporation, 10900–73
rd

 Avenue, Suite 136, Maple Grove, Minnesota 33369, and 

 

            RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes Supervisor Joseph Carvin to execute the contract 

pursuant to the document’s approval by the Town Attorney and Assessor Mitchell Markowitz and input 
from Councilperson Gelfarb, and     

     

           BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of the executed contract be filed in the office of the 

Town Clerk of the Town of Rye. 

 

   

            ROLL CALL: 

            AYES:       Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 

            NOES:       None  

            ABSENT:  Councilperson Nioras 

 

* * * * * * * 
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 On motion of   Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye needs to retain special counsel to handle 

certain certiorari matters; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye does and 

hereby retains Aldo V. Vitagliano, Esq., with offices located at 150 Purchase Street, Rye, New York 

10580 to represent the Town of Rye in the matters of Sosnovoye, LLC v. Town of Rye; Ludvipol, LLC 

v. Town of Rye; 40 Pearl Street LLC, Inc. v. Town of Rye and Kohls Department Stores, Inc. v. Town 

of Rye/Village of Port Chester, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Aldo V. Vitagliano, Esq. shall be compensated pursuant 

to the retainer agreement dated May 30, 2008 for tax certiorari matters. 

 

 ROLL CALL 

            AYES:      Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 

NOES:      None 

ABSENT:  Councilperson Nioras   

 

     

     * * * * * * * 

      

On motion of Councilperson, Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 

 WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 

estate of Joseph J. Caspi, Inc., 403-417 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, New York, affecting the 

parcel of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 136.77 Block 1, Lot 51, 

County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and 

Assessor in the Town of Rye, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 

and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 

  

 Property         Assessment           Original Assessed          Amount of                Total Final  

Description      Year                        Valuation             Reduction   Assessed Valuation    

 

136.77-1-51         2002     240,000       0         240,000  

       2003     240,000       0         240,000 

     2004  8,900,000       0      8,900,000 

     2005             8,900,000                  0                     8,900,000 

        2006                   9,110,000                  0                     9,110,000  

                 2007                       9,500,000                         0                     9,500,000  

       2008  9,500,000  95,000      9,405,000,        and 

     

 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 

recommended by the Town Attorney and Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor 

without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                     March 18, 2009 

 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in 

regular session duly convened as follows: 

          

                      

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 

Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

 

2.  Paul J. Noto, Town Attorney and Aldo Vitagliano, Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be 

and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court orders to accomplish said 

settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said 

proceedings. 

 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds 

on the terms set forth herein. 

 

4.     This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

         ROLL CALL: 

         AYES:    Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 

         NOES:       None 

         ABSENT:  Councilperson  Nioras 

 

       

     * * * * * * * 

 

 

There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by 

Councilperson Mendicino, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 A.M. 

 

 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

         Hope B. Vespia 

         Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEETING HELD MARCH 24, 2009 
 

          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on 
Tuesday evening, March 24, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office 
Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York,  with Supervisor Joseph Carvin 
presiding. 
  

PRESENT:    in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb,         
                     Michele Mendicino, Robert Nioras, William Villanova, and Town  
                     Clerk Hope B. Vespia.  

 
ALSO       

            PRESENT:   Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Town Assessor Mitchell  
            Markowitz, Town Attorney Paul Noto, Town Comptroller David  
            Byrnes and Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop   
            Nowotnik     

          
                                                                                
     * * * * * * * 
 
            Councilperson Villanova led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and read 
the opening prayer.  A video and audio recorder were in use during the proceedings. 
  
      * * * * * * * 
  
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino 
and unanimously adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on February 24, 2009 were 
approved as presented.   
             
     * * * * * * * 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of February, 2009 
  Total submitted to the Supervisor. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  . . . . . . . .  $  810.62      
 
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of February, 2009 
  Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ..$6,923,781.96 
  Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . .  . . .  . $180,663.92   
  Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . . . . . .$3,257,126.21 
   
             Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  $10,361,572.09 
 

CRAWFORD PARK, for month of February, 2009 reported by Confidential 
Secretary Bishop Nowotnik . . . . . . . . . . …..…. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,155.00      

 
     * * * ** * * 
            

Gerald Logan, former Mayor of Port Chester and current Chairman for the Port 
Chester, Rye Brook and Town of Rye Independence Day Committee was present to 
announce the celebration festivities for July 4.  He thanked the Board for its past support 
and hoped that the Board would be able to make the same donation this year.  
 
     * * * * * * *  
 Assessor Markowitz explained the next item on the agenda regarding the 
certiorari for R.G. Brewer, Inc. and Brewer Yacht Yards, Inc. properties in the Village of 
Mamaroneck.  Supervisor Carvin recommended that the Town Attorney speak to 
representatives from the Village of Mamaroneck.   
 
 
     * * * * * * *  
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 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, and 
unanimously approved, the resolution on the agenda for the certiorari settlement for R. G. 
Brewer, Inc. properties was tabled. 
 
              * * * * * * * 
 
 Supervisor Carvin explained that at the December 18, 2008, Assessor Markowitz 
suggested that the Board hire an expert to value the Doral Arrowwood.  The Village of 
Rye Brook and the Blind Brook School District officials expressed some concern that the 
Town had not hired an expert for that rather large property. Assessor Markowitz added 
that there were only a certain number of companies in the nation that specialized in those 
kinds of properties.  
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, and 
unanimously approved, the resolution for CBRE Valuation & Advisory Services which 
was tabled at the December 18, 2008 meeting was taken off the table. 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson 
Mendicino, the following Resolution was adopted:   
 
 RESOLVED, that CB Richard Ellis, Inc., of CBRE, Valuation & Advisory 
Services is hereby  designated  to provide the appraisal services to the Town of  Rye for 
The Doral Arrowwood, 975 Anderson Hill Road, Rye Brook, New York, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed fee schedule for professional 
services is hereby approved. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:      Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and                
                  Supervisor Carvin 
            NOES:     None 
      * * * * * * * 
                
 
 Confidential Secretary Nowotnik explained the need of a new tractor for 
Crawford Park to replace the one purchased in 1981 which failed last fall.  Councilperson 
Gelfarb asked, given the age of the current vehicle, if it would make sense to lease one.  
Mr. Nowotnik responded that short-term leasing could be explored, but in the long run, it 
would cost more. Supervisor Carvin expressed his wish to explore shared services with 
the Village of Port Chester and Rye Brook and the school districts before any decision 
regarding the tractor be made.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
  Mr. Nowotnik explained the following resolution concerning funds received from 
the Justice Court Assistance Program (“JCAP”) for security cameras and equipment. The 
Rye Town Justice Court received a check for $15,824.00 in April, 2008. Whatever 
monies had not been spent would have to be returned to the JCAP.     Supervisor Carvin 
asked Mr. Nowotnik to submit Request for Proposals (RFP) following the Town’s 
purchasing procedures and submit the proposals at the next meeting.  He also suggested 
that a representative from the Town Justice Court attend. 
 
 
  Town Attorney Noto stated that the terms of the resolution gave the Supervisor 
the authority to sign the contract, but did not direct him to do so. Therefore, the resolution 
could be adopted and if the Supervisor had any personal reservations, he could report 
back to the Board with his concerns. 
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  On motion of Councilperson Nioras, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS,  at the request of the Unified Court System, the State Legislature has 
made funding available to Justice Courts through the Justice Court Assistance Program   
(“ JCAP ”), and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye Justice Court submitted a request to the Office of 
Court Administration in June of 2007 requesting a grant for video and surveillance cameras 
and equipment, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye Justice Court had received a grant for 2007/2008 in 
the amount of fifteen thousand, eight hundred twenty-four dollars ($15,824.00), and     
  

WHEREAS, the Town of Rye has received a proposal from Automation and Design, 
240 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, New York in the amount for fourteen thousand, eight 
hundred twenty dollars ($14,820.00) with respect to the subject of the grant set forth herein;   
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes 
Supervisor Joseph Carvin to execute the contract pursuant to the submitted proposal, and  

                                 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of the executed contract be filed in the 

office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Rye.         
     
     ROLL CALL: 

  AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin   
     NOES:  None       
 
      * * * * * * * 
   

Supervisor Carvin mentioned that the Town Board had a number of meetings 
concerning Crawford Park. He stated that the public was generally happy with the park 
operations but that there was a need to improve the potentially dangerous parking 
situation. He had met with Rye Brook Police Chief Greg Austin, Port Chester Fire Chief 
Robert Drought and Park Foreman Frank DeLeo to go through the park and all agreed 
with the need to adjust the parking situation and provide better signage to direct the 
people where to park.  There was a suggestion to have a traffic engineer reconfigure the 
park to address the parking concerns that Councilperson Mendicino had raised at a prior 
meeting. 
 
 Supervisor Carvin spoke about the issue of dogs in the park noting that the Rye 
Brook law required that dogs be kept on a leash. Dog owners requested that the Board set 
aside a fenced-in portion of the park that would allow dogs to run free.  Town Attorney 
Noto stated that the Town had no public safety jurisdiction. The Rye Brook Village Code 
was the controlling legislation. Rye Brook officials should decide whether it was 
appropriate to permit dogs to run free in the park.   
 
         * * * * * * * 
 
 Mr. Nowotnik described the conditions of the Town Office Building at 10 Pearl 
Street and mentioned the future uses and purposes of the building.  One issue that had to 
be addressed was the condition of the roof which had been replaced in the early nineties 
and patched several times since. He hoped to report at the following month’s meeting on 
the evaluation of a professional engineer as to whether the roof could be repaired or 
needed to be replaced.    
 
       * * * * * * * 
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 Supervisor Carvin discussed strategic planning for the next three years.  Several 
meetings had been held at Crawford Park and that he intended to do the same with Rye 
Town Park.   The Supervisor and Board decided to meet on April 19, 2009 to discuss 
those parks, the infrastructure of the Town Office Building and the goals for the Town of 
Rye.  
 
          * * * * * * * 
                  
 Town Comptroller Byrnes discussed the mortgage tax revenue. He mentioned that 
the anticipated mortgage tax received for 2009 was estimated to be $925,000.00. From 
the period of October 1, 2008 through March 31, 2009, the amount was $300,000.00 
which should be received by June 15, 2009. The anticipated amount for the second half 
was $325,000.00, which left an estimated shortfall in the budget of $300,000.00.   
Supervisor Carvin stated in 2007, the mortgage tax for the full year was $1,500,000.00.  
In 2008, there was a substantial decline totaling $933,000.00 and for this year, 
optimistically the Town was going to receive $625,000.00.  Supervisor Carvin asked Mr. 
Byrnes to put together a detailed cash flow analysis through the end of the year.  
Councilpersons Villanova and Nioras agreed to co-chair a committee to change the tax 
dynamics in the Town of Rye with residents of the community as well as participation 
from the Boards of Rye Brook and Port Chester. 
 
              * * * * * * *  
  

Supervisor Carvin mentioned that he would like to set up a committee for the Rye 
Town Democracy Project and to coordinate that with the celebration of the 350th 
birthday of the Town of Rye. He noted that last month only 25% of those registered voted 
in the mayoral election.  The committee would try to better promote increased voter 
participation and to provide a comprehensive guide to community services and activities.  
Councilpersons Gelfarb and Mendicino agreed to participate in that project.   

  
               * * * * * * * 

 
An update on the Legacy Field project was given by Supervisor Carvin. He 

indicated that there was still not a definitive decision on the field.  If the Legacy Field 
project were to be approved, the Town would have to come up with a $250,000.00 
contribution toward a $6,000,000.00 field. Each municipality which struck a deal with 
Westchester County for the Legacy Program had to contribute funds or assume a 
responsibility previously performed by the County such as maintaining roads.  
Councilperson Gelfarb asked what the benefit would be to the taxpayers for the Town 
government to make a donation of a quarter million dollars towards an athletic field when 
the Town was serving basically as a conduit. He suggested that a representative from the 
County of Westchester appear before the Board to discuss some of the concerns.  Board 
members had several questions concerning the proposed field. 
  
 
             * * * * * * *  

 
Assessor Markowitz discussed the resolution that was adopted at the March 18, 

2009 meeting awarding a contract to Geospan Corporation to perform the aerial oblique 
photography and 360 degree street level photography for the 2010 reassessment plan. 
Planes would be flying over the Town within the next 30 days to take aerial oblique 
photographs of the entire Town. Vans would also be taking street level photographs of 
every street within the Town of Rye. Assessor Markowitz described the procedures that 
would be used to collect and ensure accurate data.  Supervisor Carvin added that if the 
City of Yonkers decided to move forward to hire Geospan, that would result in a 
$15,000.00 savings for the Town. 
  
                               * * * * * * * 
                                                                                                   



           
                 March 24, 2009 
 
 
 A meeting was held at the Town Office Building with Supervisor Carvin, 
Assessor Markowitz, the Executive Director and the Regional Manager of the Office of 
Real Property Services (ORPS).  Assessor Markowitz explained that discussions were 
held regarding the Town’s efforts to enhance its data base and the data on individual 
properties. Discussions were held to try to amend State law in connection with certiorari 
actions against the Town of Rye and all the jurisdictions within the State of New York.  
Supervisor Carvin stated that the principal change regarding certioraris was for a resident 
going through the Board of Assessment Review (BAR) process and then the Small 
Claims Assessment Review (SCAR) process. Effectively that case was dealt with in the 
same year. For commercial properties, the challenge could continue for four years and 
possibly present risks to municipalities if they lose the case.  Mr. Kyriacou would be 
looking to promote legislation, with the support of the Town of Rye, whereby a 
revaluation community could deal with the certiorari filings in the same year.       
   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca announced that the Town had fully implemented the In-
Rem foreclosure procedure. He explained the process and mentioned the amount of taxes 
that had been received since the filing of the In-Rem.  Town Attorney Noto further noted 
that the action of the Town was to foreclose on individuals or corporations who hadn’t 
paid their taxes up to the year 2006.  The final date for redemption would be June 15, 
2009. 

 
* * * * * * * 
 

Referring to an outstanding balance on a bond taken out in 2007 for the purchase 
of vehicles for the parks and a truck that was not purchased, Councilperson Mendicino 
asked if that money should be returned.  Town Attorney Noto stated that the money could 
be used to pay back the bond. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 
Councilperson Villanova asked about the status of the Continental Footbridge and 

the Jefferson Avenue Bridge.    Supervisor Carvin asked for an update by the 
Superintendent of Highways at the next meeting.     

 
 

* * * * * * *  
  
On motion of Councilperson Villanova and seconded by Councilperson Mendicino 

and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 P. M. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                                                                    Hope B. Vespia 
       Town Clerk                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



       



MEETING HELD APRIL 19, 2009 

 

          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Sunday afternoon, 

April 19, 2009 at 3:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, 

New York,  with Supervisor Joseph Carvin presiding. 

  

            PRESENT:    in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb, Michele   

           Mendicino, Robert Nioras and William Villanova.  

 ALSO 

PRESENT:   were Town Attorney Paul Noto and Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor               

                     Bishop Nowotnik.  

                                                                       

      * * * * * * * 

 

            Town Attorney Noto led .those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Villanova 

read  the opening prayer.  An audio recorder was in use during the proceedings. 

 

      * * * * * * * 

  

 Supervisor Carvin explained the purpose of the meeting which was to discuss strategic goals for 

the Town of Rye for years 2009 to 2012.   

 

            Strategic Goal No. 1:   Fundamentally change the tax dynamic in Rye Town     

 

 Supervisor Carvin gave copies of the Suozzi report of December 1, 2008 and shared some 

statistics with those present. He wanted the Board to study different ways to govern the community.  

One recommendation would be to do a study of the Town of Greenwich (population 60,000) and then 

compare it with how a town or city would look if Rye Neck, Port Chester, Rye Brook and Rye City were 

merged (total population 60,0000) to see what savings would be generated by that merging.  Another 

study would be to analyze the possibility of eliminating the Town government altogether. 

 

  Town Attorney Noto suggested a plan to be called the “Rye 2012 Committee.” He 

recommended that five members be appointed: one each from Rye Brook, Rye Neck, Port Chester and 

two from the Town who would be liaisons to the committees with a paid professional administrator who 

would have many years of experience in municipal government. A task for the committee would be to 

apply for grant money to perform the merger study.  He mentioned the steps that would be needed. A 

suggestion was made to have a representative from the Town of Greenwich attend a meeting with the 

committee and provide advice. Lengthy discussions ensued regarding the elimination of County 

government and the County services which would have to be assumed by other taxing entities.    

 

 Strategic Goal No. 2:    Create the Rye Town Spirit of 1660 Democracy Project 

 

 A committee would be set up to evaluate the local governments and to study and consider ways 

to increase voter participation. Plans would include the Town of Rye’s 350th year celebration in 2010 

and ways to increase voter participation. The committee would also examine other local governments 

and participation rates.  Former Village of Port Chester Trustee Anthony Napoli would help with the 

project to write the history of the Town of Rye.  

            

Strategic Goal No. 3:       Make Rye Town government a model government 

 

 There was a discussion of activities in the different departments of the Town. 

  

 Confidential Secretary Nowotnik stated that it would be important to define what constituted a 

model government. 

 

 Regarding Crawford Park, Supervisor Carvin suggested a three-year plan for improvements in 

the park, including the playground, mansion upgrades, and the grounds. The use of the second floor of 

the Crawford mansion, landscaping, maintenance and the parking situation were discussed. Council-

person Mendicino and Villanova agreed to prepare a plan and present it to the Board in the near future. 

 

 

            



            April 19, 2009 

 

Regarding Rye Town Park, items discussed were the implementation of a new cashier system,  

the improvement in the maintenance and rehabilitation of the buildings, the upgrade of the fencing, the 

repaving of the  parking lot, and the reinstatement of the historic walking trail.  Confidential Secretary 

Nowotnik stated that an architect was preparing specifications for the roof renovations and infrastructure 

of the historic mansion building.  Once renovated, the space could be rented. 

 

 The audit for the 2007 financial statements and some of the suggestions for improvement were 

discussed.      

 

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, and unanimously 

accepted, the audit for the 2007 Financial Statements for the Town of Rye performed by Sedore and 

Company was approved and the financial statements were accepted.   

    

 Regarding infrastructure, the total renovation of the Town Office Building at 10 Pearl Street in 

Port Chester would be evaluated. Town Attorney Noto suggested that a building committee be formed to 

discuss what options the Town could develop with respect to the building. He also suggested that the 

parking lot be metered with a number of spots reserved for Town employees, noting that such action 

would provide additional revenue.  

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 P.M. 

 

 

          Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

          Hope B. Vespia 

          Town Clerk  
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 MEETING HELD APRIL 21, 2009 
 
 

          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on 
Tuesday evening, April 21, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office 
Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York,  with Supervisor Joseph Carvin 
presiding. 
  
 

PRESENT:    in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb,         
                     Michele Mendicino, Robert Nioras, William Villanova, and Town  
                     Clerk Hope B. Vespia.  

 
ALSO       
PRESENT:   were Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Supervisor of Highways           

Thomas Nardi, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney        
Paul Noto and Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop 
Nowotnik     

                                                                                         
     * * * * * * * 
 
            Councilperson Mendicino led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and read 
the opening prayer.  A video and audio recorder were in use during the proceedings. 
 
 
      * * * * * * * 
  
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, 
and unanimously approved, the public hearing for Local Law No. 1, Year 2009 was 
declared open. 
 
 Town Attorney Noto read the proposed Local Law for income and expense 
statements for all commercial properties that were not residential owner-occupied 1-, 2- 
or 3-family dwellings.  He explained the requirements and penalties for not submitting a 
statement.  The law would begin in June, 2009 and start April 1 of every year after that. 
  
 Supervisor Carvin asked for comments from the public.  
 
 Richard Abel, 19 Quintard Drive, Port Chester, asked if a property owner did not 
file the income and expense statement, whether he or she would be able to file a 
challenge with the Board of Assessment Review (“BAR”).  Mr. Noto replied that if a 
property owner did not file the statement, he or she would not be able to file a BAR in 
June. 
 
 On motion of Councilperson, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the public 
hearing was closed. 
 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 
Local Law No. 1 of Year, 2009 was adopted and unanimously approved.  
  
        

“INCOME AND EXPENSE STATEMENTS” 
to be enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Rye as follows: 

A.  Definition 
 
“Income-producing property” defined.  As used in this section, the term “income-producing 
property” means real property owned for the purpose of securing an income from the property 
itself but shall not include residential owner occupied 1-, 2- or 3-family dwellings or property 
classified in Class One as defined in Article 18 of the Real Property Tax Law. 
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B.  Filing requirements for Income and Expenses Statements 
 
Where real property is income-producing property, the owner shall be required to submit 
annually to the Town Assessor, not later than June 1, 2009, for those statements due in 2009 and 
not later than April 1 in all succeeding years, a statement of all income derived from and all 
expenses attributed to the operation of such property as follows: 
                        
 
1.  Where the owner’s books and records reflecting operation of the property are maintained on a 
calendar-year basis, the statement shall be the calendar year preceding the date on which the 
statement shall be filed. 
 
2.  Where the owner’s books and records reflecting the operation of the property are maintained 
on a fiscal-year basis for federal income tax purposes, the statement shall be for the last fiscal 
year concluded as of January 1 preceding the date on which the statement shall be filed. 
 
3.  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs one and two of this section, where the owner of 
the real property has not operated the property and is without knowledge of the income and 
expenses of the property for a consecutive twelve-month period concluded as of January 1 
preceding the date on which the statement shall be filed, then the statement shall be for the 
period of the ownership. 
 
4.  The Town Assessor may, for good cause shown, extend the time for filing an income and 
expense statement for a period not to exceed thirty days. 
 
C.  Declaration 
 
Such statement shall contain the following declaration:  “I certify that all information contained 
in this statement is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I understand that the 
willful making of any false statement of material fact herein will subject me to the provisions of 
law relevant to the making and filing a false statement and will render this statement null and 
void.” 
 
D.  Forms 
 
The form in which such statement shall be submitted shall be prepared by the Town Assessor 
and copies of such form shall be made available at the Assessor’s Office in the Town of Rye. 
 
E.  Failure to file statement: Penalties; Enforcement procedures 
 
In the event that an owner of income-producing property fails to file an income and expense 
statement within the time prescribed in Sub-Section B of this Local Law (including any 
extension of time for filing), the Board of Assessment Review shall deny a hearing on any 
objection to the assessment of property for which an income and expense statement is required 
but has not been timely filed. 
 
F.  Disclosure of information: Penalties 
 
Except in accordance with proper judicial order or as otherwise provided by law, it shall be 
unlawful for the Town Assessor or any official or employee of the Town, any member of the 
Board of Assessment Review, any person engaged or retained by the Town, the Assessor or the 
Board of Assessment Review on an independent contract basis or any person who, pursuant to 
this section, is permitted to inspect any income and expense statement or to whom a copy, an 
abstract or a portion of any such statement is furnished to divulge or make known any manner 
the amount of income and/or expense or any particulars set forth or disclosed in any such 
statement required under this section. 
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The officers charged with custody of such statements shall not be required to produce any 
income and expense statements or evidence of anything contained in said statement  if any action 
or proceeding in any court, except on behalf of the Town or the Town Assessor.  Nothing herein 
shall be construed to prohibit the delivery to an owner or his or her duly authorized 
representative of a certified copy of any statement filed by such owner pursuant to this section or 
to prohibit the publication of the statistics so classified as to prevent the identification of 
particular statements and the items thereof, delivery of a copy to a legal representative or other 
professional retained by the Town or the Board of Assessment Review  with respect to a 
proceeding to review the assessment of the property as issue for use solely with respect to the 
review of said assessment and for no other purpose.  Any violation of the provisions of this 
section shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or by imprisonment not 
exceeding one year, or both, at the discretion of the Court and if the offender be an officer or 
employee of the Town or a member of the Board of Assessment Review, the offender shall be 
dismissed from office. 
 
G.  Rules and Regulations 
 
The Town Assessor shall be authorized to promulgate rules and regulations necessary to 
effectuate the purposes of this section subject to approval and modification by the Town Board. 
 
H.  Severability 
 
The provisions of this section shall be severable, and if any phase, clause, sentence, paragraph or 
subsection of this section or the applicability there to any person or circumstance shall be held 
invalid, the remainder of this section and the application thereof shall not be affected thereby. 

 
 
     * * * * * * * 
 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson Villanova and 
unanimously adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on March 18, 2009 were approved 
as presented.   
             
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino 
and unanimously adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on March 24, 2009 were 
approved as presented.   
             
 
 
The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of  March, 2009 
  Total submitted to the Supervisor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  $  1,371.28      
 
RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of March, 2009 
  Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. $ 905,087.69 
  Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . .  . . .  $   58,597.95  
  Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 556,668.97   
   
             Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .$1,520,354.61 
 
CRAWFORD PARK, for month of March, 2009 reported by Confidential Secretary 
Bishop Nowotnik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,195.00      
 
     * * * * * * * 
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 Assessor Markowitz presented the next three resolutions for Homestead Base 
Proportions based upon the assessment roll completed, verified and filed in 2008. 
 
 
  Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye establishing a Homestead Base 
Proportion for the Village of Rye Brook and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a 
statement of locally determined Homestead Base Proportions pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law commonly 
referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” based upon assessment roll completed, 
verified and filed in 2008.    
 
     * * * * * * *         
 
            On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 
following Resolution was adopted:  

 

WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real 
Property Tax Law (RPTL) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a 
disproportionate shift of property tax burden to residential property owners following a 
revaluation of real property, and   
  
   WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled 
“A Local Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” 
commonly referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and 
  
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two 
separate property tax rates for the Village of Rye Brook; a rate for residential property 
owners equal to a rate of 74.252807 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a rate for 
all other property owners equal to a rate of 25.747193 (the “Non-Homestead Base 

Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally 
Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on 
the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2008;        

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

 1.  The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates for the  
Village of Rye Brook pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the 

Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 74.252807 and (II) the Non-

Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 25.747193 and (b) authorizes the Town 
Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions 
Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified 
and Filed in 2008.   

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:   None    
 
 
     * * * * * * * 
 
  Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye establishing a Homestead Base 
Proportion for the Village of Port Chester and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a 
statement of locally determined Homestead Base Proportions pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law commonly 
referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” based upon assessment roll completed, 
verified and filed in 2008.    
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            On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 
following Resolution was adopted:  

 

WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real 
Property Tax Law (RPTL) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a 
disproportionate shift of property tax burden to residential property owners following a 
revaluation of real property, and   

 
   WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled 
“A Local Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” 
commonly referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and 
  
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two 
separate property tax rates for the Village of Port Chester; a rate for residential property 
owners equal to a rate of 62.757346 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a rate for 
all other property owners equal to a rate of 37.242654 (the “Non-Homestead Base 

Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally 
Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on 
the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2008;    
   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

 1.  The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates for the  
Village of Port Chester pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the 

Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 62.757346 and (II) the Non-

Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 37.242654 and (b) authorizes the Town 
Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions 
Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified 
and Filed in 2008.   

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:  None     

        * * * * * * * 
 
    Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye establishing a Homestead Base 
Proportion for the Port Chester School District and to authorize the Town Assessor to file 
a statement of locally determined Homestead Base Proportions pursuant to and in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law commonly 
referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” based upon assessment roll completed, 
verified and filed in 2008.    
 
          On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 
following Resolution was adopted:  

 

WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real 
Property Tax Law (RPTL) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate 
shift of property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real 
property, and   
  
 WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled 
“A Local Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” 
commonly referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and 
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two 
separate property tax rates for the Port Chester School District; a rate for residential 
property owners equal to a rate of 62.148783 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a 
rate for all other property owners equal to a rate of 37.851217 (the “Non-Homestead 

Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally 
Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on 
the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2008;        

                                     
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates for 
the  Port Chester School District pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 
of the RPTL (I) the Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 

62.148783 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 

37.851217 and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor to file a Statement of 
Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of 
the RPTL based on the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 
2008.   

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin  
NOES:   None   
     * * * * * * * 
 Town Attorney Noto mentioned that the following resolution was to appoint a 
person from the Rye Neck section of Mamaroneck to fill a vacancy on the Board of 
Assessment  Review. 
 
          On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
          RESOLVED, that Kevin O’Shea, 417 Wagner Avenue, Mamaroneck, New York 
be and he hereby is appointed a member of the Town of Rye Board of Assessment 
Review for a term commencing immediately and expiring September 30, 2013 subject to 
approval of the State Board of Equalization and Assessment and the satisfactory 
completion of any training requirements, at an annual compensation of two thousand 
five-hundred dollars ($2,500.00), and   
 

          BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall cause the said Kevin 
O’Shea to take and file the necessary oath of office forthwith. 
 
     ROLL CALL: 
     AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin  
     NOES:  None  
      * * * * * * * 

 
Confidential Secretary Nowotnik mentioned that the Board previously had 

approved an Inter-Municipal Agreement (“IMA”) with the County of Westchester and 
that the Town of Rye had been awarded an eight passenger Para Transit Vehicle. 

 
On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb,   the 

following Resolution was adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, the County of Westchester has a program to make available to 
municipalities,  vehicles that have been retired from service from the Beeline Bus System 
and are no longer needed by the County, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Rye desires to utilize such vehicles, and 
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WHEREAS, the County of Westchester has agreed to donate to the Town of Rye 

a vehicle (VIN 1 FDSE35F73HB28097) for the use by the Town of Rye; 
 

        NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Supervisor Joseph Carvin is 
authorized to execute an Inter Municipal Agreement on behalf of the Town of Rye. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:  None 

        * * * * * * * 
                              
Supervisor Carvin stated that there were two resolutions to be added to the agenda 

to create two committees; one, to study ways to fundamentally reduce taxes in the 
community and a second, to develop the democracy project to encourage increased voter 
participation and also to improve the government in the community.  

 
As an introduction, the Supervisor mentioned researching reports by different 

government entities.  He gave a power point demonstration to show the need for a study 
which would recommend solutions to fundamentally change the tax dynamics of the 
Town of Rye. 

 
On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 

following Resolution was adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, the Rye Town Board has identified a need to evaluate the 
overlapping governmental entities that comprise the Town of Rye, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye has determined that the best 

way to properly investigate and evaluate the governance of all of the entities that 
comprise the Town of Rye is to create a committee comprised of volunteers to review all 
of the relevant information and to render a report to the Town Board; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town 

of Rye does and hereby creates the Rye 2012 Committee.  The Rye 2012 Committee shall 
be comprised of seven (7) members appointed by the Town Board.  There shall be at least 
one (1) member from the Village of Port Chester, one (1) member from the Village of 
Rye Brook and one (1) member from the Rye Neck section of the Village of 
Mamaroneck.  There shall be appointed, as well, two (2) councilpersons from the current 
Town Board of the Town of Rye.  The Town Board shall appoint a Chair and Vice-Chair 
of this Committee.  The Committee shall be assisted by one (1) program administrator to 
be hired by the Town Board, and   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee shall evaluate and compare 

the services provided by all of the entities within the Town of Rye with other towns of 
comparable size including but not limited to the Town of Greenwich and the Committee 
shall further analyze the fiscal and programmatic impact of eliminating the Villages 
within the Town of Rye and merging all of the services into the Town of Rye and in 
addition, the Committee shall consider and evaluate the fiscal and programmatic impact 
of eliminating the Town of Rye and transferring its functions to the three (3) 
municipalities currently comprising the Town of Rye.  The Committee  shall evaluate and 
consider all of the services provided by each governmental entity  and the Committee 
shall determine and advise as to the most efficient method of delivery of governmental 
services for all constituents within the Town of Rye, and   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee shall seek grant monies for 

the purposes of paying for some or all of this study and the Committee shall further be 
charged with the responsibility of preparing and submitting any grant applications for any 
grant monies available for a study of this nature, and 
  
 



 
                            April 21, 2009 
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee shall render a written 
report to the Supervisor and the Town board at the conclusion of its work. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:    Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin  
NOES:   None  

 
    * * * * * * * 

 
  On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson 

Nioras, the following Resolution was adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye has identified a need to 
increase broader voter participation within the Town of Rye and to celebrate the 350th 
anniversary of the creation of the Town of Rye; 

 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the 

Town of Rye does and hereby creates the Spirit of 1660 Democracy Committee.   Said 
Committee shall be comprised of five (5) members who will serve without pay and shall 
have two (2) council members as liaisons to said Committee.   The Town Board shall 
appoint the Chair and Vice-Chair of said Committee, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee shall (1) evaluate 

local governance in the Town of Rye;  (2) plan for the 350 year celebration of the Town 
of Rye which shall take place in 2010; (3) look for ways to increase voter participation 
within the Town of Rye; (4)  initiate a history project to identify significant historical 
events that have taken place within the Town of Rye during the last 350 years; and (5) 
appropriately publish and advertise said events during the course of the 350 year 
celebration.  

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:    Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:   None 
 
     * * * * * * * 
 
 

Town Attorney Noto wanted to add two items to be discussed in executive 
session: first, the certiorari claim for 54 Winding Wood Road and second, a pending 
litigation of Bernard Abel v. Town of Rye. 
 
     * * * * * * * 
  

On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb and 
unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned into executive session at 9:45 P. M. 
 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Hope B. Vespia 
        Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
      



 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING HELD MAY 07, 2009 
 
 
          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Thursday morning, 
May 07, 2009 at 8:00 A.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, 
New York, with Deputy Supervisor William Villanova presiding. 
  
            PRESENT:   in addition to the Deputy Supervisor, were Councilpersons David Gelfarb,        
           Robert Nioras and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia.  
 ALSO 
            PRESENT:   was Town Attorney Paul Noto.  
                                                                                
 ABSENT:    were Supervisor Joseph Carvin and Councilperson Michele Mendicino. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 The purpose of this meeting was to present the following Resolution. 
   

On motion of Councilperson Nioras, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following  
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye commenced an action against Bernard Abel in Supreme Court, 
Westchester County, Index No. 10223/04 seeking monetary damages due to defendant’s alleged 
misrepresentation of his legal residence seeking a homestead exemption from the Town of Rye while 
allegedly seeking the same exemption from the State of Florida, and 
 WHEREAS, said action was seeking damages against the Defendant in the amount of eleven 
thousand eight hundred thirty-four dollars and seventy cents ($11,834.70), and 
 WHEREAS, the attorney for the Town of Rye in that action was Monroe Mann, former Town 
Attorney , 316 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, New York 10573, and 
 WHEREAS, a Lis Pendence and/or Lien was filed against the property of the defendant at 6 
Edgewood Drive, Rye Brook, New York, and 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye obtained a judgment against the Defendant in the amount of 
$11,834.70 plus interest, costs, disbursement and penalties by Decision dated January 5, 2005, and 
 WHEREAS, the said Decision was reversed by the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, 
Second Department on June 20, 2006 and no further action has been taken on this matter, and 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye deems it in the best interest of the Town to 
withdraw said claim and discontinue said action against Bernard Abel; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye hereby 
substitutes Town Attorney, Paul J. Noto, for Monroe Mann to represent the Town of Rye in the above-
captioned matter, and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye hereby authorizes 
the Town Attorney and the Town Supervisor, if necessary, to execute a Stipulation of Discontinuance in 
the matter of the Town of Rye v. Bernard Abel, Index No. 10223/04 and to execute any additional 
documents necessary to vacate any Judgments and remove any liens on the property of Bernard Abel at 
6 Edgewood Drive, Rye Brook, New York 10573. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:        Councilpersons Gelfarb, Nioras and Villanova 
NOES:        None 

            ABSENT:   Councilperson Mendicino and Supervisor Carvin  
       
     * * * * * * * 
 
There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by 

Councilperson Villanova, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 A.M. 
 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

         Hope B. Vespia 
         Town Clerk 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING HELD MAY 19, 2009 
 
 

          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on 
Tuesday evening, May 19, 2009 at 8:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office 
Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York,  with Supervisor Joseph Carvin 
presiding. 
 

PRESENT:    in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb,         
                     Michele Mendicino, Robert Nioras, William Villanova, and Town  
                     Clerk Hope B. Vespia.  
ALSO       
PRESENT:   were Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Supervisor of Highways           

Thomas Nardi, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney        
Paul Noto and Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop 
Nowotnik.     

                                                                                  
     * * * * * * * 
            Councilperson Mendicino led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
Councilperson Villanova read the opening prayer.  A video and audio recorder were in 
use during the proceedings. 
     * * * * * * * 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb and 
unanimously adopted, the minutes of April 19, April 21 and May 7, 2009 were approved, 
with Councilperson Mendicino abstaining. 
 
     * * * * * * *                                                                         
 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of  April, 2009 
 Total submitted to the Supervisor. . . . …... . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . $       1,369.77      
 
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of April, 2009 
 Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24,452,175.95 
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . $       53,243.93  
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $      21,691.66   
   
             Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .$24,527,111.54 
 
 CRAWFORD PARK, for month of April, 2009 reported by Confidential 
 Secretary Nowotnik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ………. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,360.00   
           
     * * * * * * * 
 
 Dom Cervi, 1 Dixon Street, Rye Brook questioned the procedure of the Town 
when hiring summer help.  The Supervisor stated the Town advertised in several different 
places and interviewed candidates.  
 
    

Jim Letterio, CPA, and Jeff Brown, CPA, from Sedore & Company, Certified 
Public Accountants presented the draft for the Town of Rye Audit and Financial 
Statements for 2008. Mr. Letterio addressed the overview of the audit process and report, 
and provided comments on the auditor’s required communication letter which was 
presented to the Town. Mr. Brown gave highlights of the financial statements and 
summarized the new Government Accounting Standards Board (“GASB”) 
pronouncement regarding post- employment benefits which would be effective for 2009.   
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 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino,  
the Town of Rye 2008 Audit Report was approved. 
 
     ROLL CALL 
     AYES:         Councilpersons Gelfarb, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
     NOES:         None 
     ABSTAIN:  Councilperson Mendicino 
 
     * * * * * * * 
 Supervisor Carvin presented the Supervisor’s Distinguished Service Award to 
Confidential Secretary Nowotnik for his tireless commitment and many accomplishments   
to the Town of Rye.   
 
     * * * * * * *  
 
 Former Mayor Gerald Logan, on behalf of the July 4, 2009 Celebration 
Committee was present to request a donation from the Town of Rye for this year’s 
fireworks and festivities.  
 
            Discussion ensued regarding the July 4, 2009 celebration donation. On motion of 
Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, a resolution to provide 
five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) to the July 4, 2009 Celebration Committee was 
approved. 
 
    ROLL CALL 
    AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
    NOES:  None 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 

 Mr. John Giancola, Engineer, Surveyor and Vice-President of Ahneman Kirby, 
LLC discussed the project for the Continental Manor Footbridge. He mentioned two 
design plans for the work and gave the names of the two bidding contractors and the 
amounts for each plan. His recommendation was for the Board to reject the two bids and 
re-submit the request for new bids before the July meeting.  
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb and 
unanimously adopted, the bids received for the Continental Manor Footbridge Project 
were rejected and the approval to re-submit the request for bids was granted.  
 
     * * * * * * * 
 
 David Thomas made a presentation on the Town of Rye Website.  He explained 
the menu which showed general information, Boards and Committees, Town Council, 
various files, current events and programs in the community.    
  
     * * * * * * * 
 
 Jack Zaccara, Breckenridge Avenue, Port Chester, introduced a new organization, 
Peace in Five Years (P5Y), whose purpose would be to promote peace on a global level.   
 
 
 Dr. Robert Johnson, 34 Perry Avenue, Port Chester, a teacher, scientist and radio 
talk show host, introduced the One World Thinking Project which in the present crisis 
called for a fresh look at new models of cooperation and global governance. He also 
addressed the issues of resolving conflicts at home and violence prevention in schools.   
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 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, 
the following resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye has always strongly supported its veterans 
community by providing financial support for its operations and flags for its events, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye has purchased additional burial plots for the 
internment of deceased veterans from the Town of Rye, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye has already supported the flying of the Missing in 
Action-Attack On Our Nation (MIA-OON) flag to promote anti-terrorism awareness, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Peace in Five Years (P5Y) is an organization that has been created 
to work with different groups around the world, in an effort to change the peace dynamic 
globally, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye is in agreement that world peace is a worthy goal 
and wishes to support efforts toward achieving peace in any time frame, and 
 
 WHEREAS, by supporting the local initiatives of the P5Y organization, the 
Town of Rye will become one of the first communities in America to be a P5Y 
community; 
           
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye will offer full 
support to the local chapter of P5Y, in its ongoing efforts to promote global awareness of 
the need for improved harmony and peace in our global community, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye will offer to promote 
local initiatives, seminars, meetings and class offerings on the Town’s website. 
 
 ROLL CALL 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino and Villanova 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSTAIN:  Councilperson Nioras and Supervisor Carvin 
 
      * * * * * * *      
   In response to a question by Supervisor Carvin, Assessor Markowitz mentioned 
that Westchester County would possibly conduct County-wide data collection. Since the 
Town of Rye was in the process of hiring a company to perform a revaluation for 2010, 
the Supervisor and members of the Board discussed different options for accurate data 
collection to insure equitable residential and commercial property values.  
 
                 * * * * * * *  

 
On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 

following Resolution was adopted: 
  
 WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for 
taxation of the real estate of David and Deborah Londin, 46 Winding Wood Road North, 
Rye Brook, New York, affecting the parcel of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town 
of Rye known as Section 135.34, Block 1, Lot 9, County of Westchester, State of New 
York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor in the Town 
of Rye, and  
                    
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into 
an Agreement and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in 
summary as follows: 
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 Property         Assessment        Original Assessed          Amount of           Total Final  
Description      Year                   Valuation       Reduction Assessed Valuation 
135.34-1-9          2008           905,100                 80,100     825,000            and 
     
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter 
as recommended by the Town Attorney and Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the 
Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of 
Rye in regular session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to enter 
into a Stipulation of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set 
forth herein. 

2. Paul J. Noto, Esq. Town Attorney for the Town of Rye, be and he hereby is 
authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court orders to accomplish said 
settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute Stipulations of 
Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to make 
and pay refunds on the terms set forth herein. 

4.     This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:  None     

 
      * * * * * * *      
 
           

On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for 
taxation of the real estate of R.G. Brewer Inc. and Brewer Yacht Yards Inc., 149-161-181 
East Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, New York, affecting the parcels of real property on 
the tax rolls of the Town of Rye, known as Section 154.58, Block 1, Lots 18, 19 & 20, 
County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of 
Assessment Review and Assessor in the Town of Rye, and 
  

 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into 
an Agreement and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in 
summary as follows: 
  
 Property         Assessment           Original Assessed          Amount of                Total Final  
Description    Year                        Valuation          Reduction   Assessed Valuation    
 
Section 154.58    2004  9,562,700          4,962,700     4,600,000 
Block 1          2005             9,635,600          4,735,600               4,900,000 
Lots 18,     2006                 10,141,500          4,941,500               5,200,000  

  19 & 20             2007                        7,760,000                 2,360,000               5,400,000  
      2008  7,760,000                 2,460,000     5,300,000 
           and 

 

  WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter 
as recommended by the Town Attorney and Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the 
Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters;  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of 
Rye in regular session duly convened as follows: 
                     

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to enter 
into a Stipulation of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set 
forth herein. 

2. Paul J. Noto, Esq. Town Attorney and Aldo Vitagliano, Esq. Special Counsel 
for the Town of Rye, be and they hereby are authorized to consent to entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the 
court orders execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to make 
and pay refunds on the terms set forth herein. 

4.    This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES: Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES: None   
     * * * * * * * 

 On   motion of   Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, Article 4, Section 64 of the Town Law authorizes the Town Board 
to designate, by resolution, the banks and trust companies in which the Supervisor, Town 
Clerk, Receiver of Taxes, Councilpersons and Comptroller shall deposit all monies 
coming into their hands for the Town of Rye, and 

 
WHEREAS, Webster Bank, 145 Bank Street, Waterbury, Connecticut 06702 has 

complied with the requirements for the depositories of funds as laid down in said article 
and section of Town Law; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Town Board of the Town 

of Rye does and hereby designates Webster Bank as an additional depository for the year 
2009, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Supervisor Joseph Carvin be authorized to 

sign the Collateral Agreement with Webster Bank. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:        Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino and Villanova 
            NOES:        None 
            ABSTAIN: Councilperson Nioras and Supervisor Carvin 
 
                  * * * * * * * 

 Councilperson Mendicino discussed a three-year plan for Crawford Park, 
developed in conjunction with Councilperson Villanova and Park Foreman Michael 
Iantorno. The plan included recommendations for the parking situation, signage and 
projects for the mansion.   
                * * * * * * * 
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Mendicino, 
seconded by Councilperson Villanova and unanimously adopted, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:30 P.M. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                   Hope B. Vespia 
                                                                                                Town Clerk 
       
               



 
 
 



MEETING HELD JUNE 11, 2009 

 

 

          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Thursday morning, 

June 11, 2009 at 7:30 A.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, 

New York, with Supervisor Joseph Carvin presiding. 

  

            PRESENT:   in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb, Michele   

                      Mendicino, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia.  

 ALSO 

            PRESENT:   were Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz and Town Attorney Paul Noto.  

                                                                                

 ABSENT:    was Councilperson Robert Nioras. 

 

      * * * * * * * 

           Councilperson Villanova led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson 

Villanova read the opening prayer.  An audio recorder was in use during the proceedings. 

  

      * * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the date and time 

of the regular monthly Board meeting was changed from Tuesday, June 16, 2009 to Thursday, June 18, 

2009 at 8:00 P.M. 

  

 ROLL CALL 

 AYES:        Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino and Supervisor Carvin 

 NOES:        Councilperson Villanova 

            ABSENT:   Councilperson Nioras 

 

       * * * * * * * 

 Supervisor Carvin stated the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the 2010 revaluation. 

 

 Assessor Markowitz presented the bid proposals for the interior and exterior inspections. Of the 

6 proposals submitted, Mr. Markowitz and Supervisor Carvin recommended that Vision Appraisal be 

selected.     

     * * * * * * * 

Town Attorney Noto asked if there was a policy decision of the Board on whether or not to do 

interior inspections.   

 

Dave Arnold and Pat Donovan from Vision Appraisal via a conference call explained their work 

and answered questions from the Board.  Councilperson Nioras also participated via a conference call.   

 

 

John Wolham, Regional Director for ORPS (Office of Real Property Services) was present to 

share his experiences and to take questions from the Board.      

 

 

Councilperson Gelfarb asked that if a decision were to be made to eliminate interior inspections, 

would Vision Appraisal recommend commercial industrial data collection and why and how would that 

differ from what was already in the specs.  Mr. Arnold responded that the Assessor had some concerns 

of the quality of the data that still existed on the commercial properties and suggested a thorough 

investigation of those prior to establishing final values.  Mr. Donovan explained the process to acquire 

the most accurate commercial data. The trending analysis for residential and commercial properties was 

discussed. Councilperson Gelfarb also asked about required office space at the Town Office Building 

and for data backup and security. Discussion ensued regarding the benefits of interior inspections rather 

than exterior inspections only and the difference in costs.  

 

 

Councilperson Nioras asked if a licensing arrangement had been discussed with the Town of Rye 

and if all updates and maintenance would be included.    He was also concerned about the capability for 

the Vision Appraisal system to interface with the RPS software for the Assessment Office and the KVS  

software for the Tax Office.   
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In response to questions from Councilperson Villanova, Mr. Donovan mentioned that their work 

had been audited and also explained how a discrepancy on data would be resolved.       

                               

In response to Councilperson Mendicino’s question concerning staff, Vision Analysis would be 
bringing in their own qualified professionals from Fairfield,  Connecticut. 

 

Supervisor Carvin requested that representatives from Vision Analysis be available to make a 

presentation to the Board at the next monthly Board meeting. 

 

There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by 

Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 A.M. 

 

 

                 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

                  Hope B. Vespia 

                  Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEETING HELD JUNE 18, 2009 
 
 
 
          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Thursday evening 
June 18, 2009 at 8:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, 
New York, with Supervisor Joseph Carvin presiding. 
  
            PRESENT:   in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb, Michele   
                      Mendicino, Robert Nioras, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B.Vespia.  
  

ALSO       
PRESENT:   were Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Supervisor of Highways Thomas F.                                   

         Nardi, own Accountant Saverio Terenzi, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz,                   
          Town Attorney Paul Noto, Town Comptroller David Byrnes, and         

         Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop Nowotnik.     
 
  
      * * * * * * * 
 
           Councilperson Mendicino led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson 
Villanova read the opening prayer.  An audio and video recorder were in use during the proceedings. 
 
                 * * * * * * * 
      
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously 
adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on May 19, 2009 were approved as presented.   
 
 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of May, 2009 
 Total submitted to the Supervisor. . . . …... . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . $        1,137.31      
 
 
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of May, 2009 
 Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 4,808,330.66  
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .$      90,828.28  
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $      46,286.21   
   
             Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .$ 4,945,445.15 
 
 CRAWFORD PARK, for month of May, 2009 reported by Confidential Secretary  
            Bishop Nowotnik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . $13,120.00  
             
      * * * * * * * 
 
 
 Mr. Nowotnik discussed a buy-one-get-one-free tree replacement program for Crawford Park 
and Rye Town Park. The estimated cost for the Town would be $4,000.00.  The Town would purchase 
20 trees and be responsible for the payment of 10; the Friends of Crawford Park would pay for 5; and 
the Friends of Rye Town Park, 5. Accordingly the Town would receive 20 free trees.  
 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras and unanimously 
approved, the resolution to purchase 20 trees in connection and coordination with the Friends of 
Crawford Park and the Friends of Rye Town Park was adopted.    
                   
      * * * * * * * 
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 Supervisor Carvin stated that it had been nearly six years since the 2004 revaluation and the 
Town was now preparing a six-year plan to update the values.  
 
 Patrick Donovan, regional sales representative and David Arnold, proposed project director from 
Vision Appraisal made a presentation to the Board.  Mr. Donovan described the company and its 
services. He explained that the project would be an inventory update of the data the Assessor was 
presently working with. He spoke of the steps that would be taken. The valuation scheme for the 1,200 
commercial properties would be based on field review, interior inspections, sales data and income and 
expense statements. Proposed programs for resident education and awareness as well as public relations 
were discussed.  The objectives of the valuation update would be to create a good data base, to correct 
any errors in the data base and in valuations, to maintain fair and equitable assessments and to capture 
the changes in the real estate markets.  
   

On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye undertook a revaluation of property assessments in 2004, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the New York State Office of Real Property Services has advised that all 
assessments that are at full value must be updated within six (6) years of the original revaluation, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye commissioned the International Association of Assessing 
Officers (“IAAO”) to prepare a review and analysis of the 2004 reassessment, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the IAAO report dated January, 2008 identified certain problems and deficiencies 
in the 2004 revaluation and its supporting documentation, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye is committed to addressing and has taken proactive measures to 
address those problems, and 
                        
 WHEREAS, in order to accommodate the requirements of a six (6) year update and to address 
the problems identified in the 2008 report of the IAAO, the Town of Rye published a request for 
proposals seeking vendors to conduct a review and update of the assessment roll, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board has received six (6) proposals from qualified vendors; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye shall conduct an update of 
all real property assessments within the Town of Rye to insure that all assessments are fair, reasonable 
and compliant with the standards established by the New York State Office of Real Property Services, 
and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye does and hereby 
authorizes Supervisor Joseph Carvin to negotiate an agreement with Vision Appraisal, 44 Bearfoot 
Road, Northboro, MA 01532 to conduct Real Property Reassessment Services for the June 1, 2010 
assessment roll at a cost not to exceed two hundred ninety-one thousand dollars ($291,000.00) without 
interior inspections; plus an additional fifty-five thousand dollars ($55,000.00) for a Commercial and 
Industrial Data Collection including interior inspections for a total cost of three hundred forty-six 
thousand dollars ($346,000.00).  In addition, Supervisor Carvin be and he hereby is authorized to 
negotiate an agreement for annual software maintenance and support at a cost not to exceed twelve 
thousand dollars ($12,000.00) per annum, and    
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor shall submit a proposed contract for 
assessment services with Vision Appraisals to the Town Council for final approval. 
 
     ROLL CALL 
     YES:      Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin    
     NOES:   None  
 
        



 
                                   June 18, 2009 
  
 

On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye needs to retain counsel to handle certain 
certiorari matters; 
 

   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye does and 
hereby retains Jeffrey Binder, Esq. with offices located at 68 East Post Road, Suite 200, White Plains, 
New York 10601 to represent the Town of Rye in the matter of Pepsi Co., Inc. v. Town of Rye, Index 
No. 17333/05 and of Daniel Natchez v. Town of Rye, Index No. 16965/05, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Jeffrey Binder, Esq. shall be compensated pursuant to the 
Retainer Agreement dated April 15, 2008 for tax certiorari matters. 
 
     ROLL CALL 
     AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
     NOES:   None  
 
      * * * * * * * 
 

Town Comptroller Byrnes mentioned that the financial reports through May 31, 2009 had been 
prepared and distributed to all departments. He gave an overview and highlighted key areas of the 
reports and a summary of the current income/expense statements.    
 
                  * * * * * * *  
 
           Receiver of Taxes Mecca gave an update on the In-Rem foreclosure proceedings and explained 
the ongoing process. 
 
       * * * * * * *  
 
  
     Superintendent of Highways Nardi informed the Board that the request for bids for the 
Continental Manor Footbridge had been re-submitted. He also reported that the State notified the Town 
that the Jefferson Avenue Bridge had been safety-flagged due to a temporary railing which the State 
required be removed and that a chain link fence and concrete barriers shall be installed.   
 
 
      * * * * * * * 
   
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by 
Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:40 P. M. 
 
 
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
         Hope B. Vespia  
         Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING HELD JULY 21, 2009 
 
 
          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, July 
21, 2009 at 8:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New 
York, with Supervisor Joseph Carvin presiding. 
  
            PRESENT:   in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb, Michele   
                      Mendicino, Robert Nioras, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B.Vespia.  
  

ALSO       
PRESENT:   were Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Supervisor of Highways Thomas F.                                   

         Nardi, Town Accountant Saverio Terenzi, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz,         
          Town Attorney Paul Noto, Town Comptroller David Byrnes, and Confidential        
          Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop Nowotnik.     

  
      * * * * * * * 
 
           Councilperson Mendicino led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson 
Villanova read the opening prayer.  An audio and video recorder were in use during the proceedings. 
 
                 * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb and adopted with a 
vote to Abstain from Councilperson Nioras, the minutes of the meeting held on June 11, 2009 were 
approved as presented.      
 
      * * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb and unanimously 
adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on June 18, 2009 were approved as presented.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of June, 2009 
 Total submitted to the Supervisor. . . . …... . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . $        1,512.15      
 
 
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of June, 2009 
 Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  6,444,326.43  
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . .  . . .. . . . . . .$10,176,461.76        
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  8,193,473.63  
   
             Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  $24,814,261.82 
 

CRAWFORD PARK, for month of June, 2009 reported by Confidential Secretary  
            Bishop Nowotnik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . $   13,357.50  
             
                           * * * * * * * 
 
 Assessor Markowitz presented the following resolution which would adopt the Homestead and 
Non Homestead Base Proportions for the Blind Brook School District for the purpose of levying the 
2009/2010 school tax.              

         
 
Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye Establishing a Homestead Base Proportion 

for the Blind Brook School District and to Authorize the Town Assessor to File a Statement of Locally 
Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to and in Accordance with the Provisions of Section 
1903 of the Real Property Tax Law Commonly Referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” based upon 
the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2008. 
     
 



                                 July 21, 2009 
 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
                                  
 WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax 
Law (“RPTL”) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of 
property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property, and   
  

WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local Law 
Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly referred to as the 
“Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate 
property tax rates for the Blind Brook School District; a rate for residential property owners equal to a 
rate of 80.320069 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a rate for all other property owners equal to 
a rate of 19.679931 (the “Non-Homestead Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to 
file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the 
RPTL based on the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2008;       
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 1.  The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates for the Blind Brook 

School District pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the Homestead Base 
Proportion at a rate equal to 80.320069 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base Proportion at a rate 

equal to 19.679931 and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined 
Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the Assessment Roll 
Completed, Verified and Filed in 2008.  

 
ROLL CALL 
AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin  
NOES:   None   

 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Nowotnik introduced the following resolution which 
would provide a professional consultant to oversee the recommended implementations for the roof 
replacement at the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York.       
     

On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following Resolution 
was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the roof of the Town of Rye Office Building, located at 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York, is need of extensive renovation and repair; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye hereby 
authorizes Supervisor Joseph Carvin to execute a contract with roofing expert Russel Watsky, Inc., 
located at 21 Hawkes Avenue, Ossining, New York 10562 to provide roof consulting services pursuant 
to the proposal dated July 7, 2009 in an amount not to exceed five thousand, two hundred dollars 
($5,200.00).  
 

ROLL CALL 
 AYES: Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
 NOES: None 

 
 

* * * * * * * 
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Superintendent of Highways Nardi stated that only one company, Gianfia Corp. of White Plains, 
had submitted a bid for the Continental Manor Footbridge improvement plan. The amount submitted for 
the SK-1 plan was $74,450.00 and for the SK-2 plan, $102,150.00.  
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, and 
unanimously approved, the SK-1 Improvement Plan for $74,450.00 was accepted for the Continental 
Manor Footbridge and awarded to Gianfia Corporation, 67 Lafayette Avenue, White Plains, New York.      
 

      * * * * * * *     

 

 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
resolution was adopted:            
 

 WHEREAS, Edna and Everett Crawford generously opened their home to guests and allowed 
neighborhood children to play on their fields, and   
 
 WHEREAS, it was Mrs. Crawford’s gracious wish that the Town of Rye maintain her property 
to allow many more generations to enjoy this 35.6 acre estate, and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Friends of Crawford Park, with the intent to bestow special recognition and 
appreciation to Edna and Everett Crawford for their “Gift to the Community”, are requesting permission 
to dedicate a bronze plaque at the entrance to Crawford Park;    
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye 
authorizes Supervisor Joseph Carvin to grant permission to The Friends of Crawford Park for the 
installation of said plaque.   
  

ROLL CALL 
AYES:     Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:     None 

    * * * * * * * 
 
Town Attorney Noto presented to the Board an updated report on the In-Rem foreclosure process 

taken by the Town of Rye. He mentioned that the Board had established a date of redemption as the final 
date for property owners to pay the taxes due.  There had been challenges to the process in the courts. 
Property owners who did not respond nor pay would be In Rem eligible.  Receiver of Taxes Mecca 
recounted cases dating back several years. 

 
* * * * * * *                         

  
 Confidential Secretary Nowotnik explained the resolution dealing with the traffic study for the 
facilities at Crawford Park, Rye Town Park and the Pearl Street parking lot.  After discussion among 
various Board members, the resolution was tabled for a further meeting. 
    
      * * * * * * * 
  
 Prefacing the following resolution, Supervisor Carvin explained that he wanted to hire a program 
administrator to work on the consolidation of government.  Councilperson Mendicino stated that she had 
reservations since the Board had interviewed only one candidate and the Westchester 2000 report had 
already made available recommendations on how to consolidate.  She questioned the candidate’s 
experience in consolidation and asked whether he was to be hired full-time with benefits and whether 
there were any grants available to pay the salary. 
  

On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Rye has created the 2012 Committee by resolution, the Town wishes 
to hire a program administrator to assist said committee and to perform any additional function(s) 
requested by the Town;  



 
                     July 21, 2009 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye appoints 
John D. Goodwin of 1702 Western Avenue, Apt. 2-109, Albany, NY 12203 as Program Administrator 
whose duties shall include assisting the 2012 Committee; coordinating an analysis of municipal 
functions in the Town and its Villages; evaluating Town departments; assisting with the integration of 
the new evaluation software and the 2010 valuation update and such other projects as directed by the 
Town Supervisor, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that  Supervisor Joseph Carvin be and he hereby is authorized 

to execute an employment contract with said John D. Goodwin   as Program Administrator for one (1) 
year with the Town of Rye in an amount not to exceed fifty-seven thousand, one hundred fifty dollars 
($57,150.00), and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that John D. Goodwin shall be an independent contractor and 

said contract shall run from August 17, 2009 to August 16, 2010, which is terminable on thirty (30) days 
notice by either party, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that John D. Goodwin shall make periodic reports to the 

Town Board on the progress of all projects assigned to him. 
  
 ROLL CALL 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin  
            NOES:   Councilperson Mendicino 
 
      * * * * * * *     

  
On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye had entered into a lease with the Council of 
Community Services on October 1, 2008 for the rental of space on the second floor of the Town Office 
Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to said lease, the tenant, Council of Community Services, may sublet a 
portion of said premises upon written consent of the Town of Rye; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye hereby 
agrees to permit tenant, Council of Community Services, to sublet a portion of their premises to the 
Youth & Police Initiative for a period of six months, effective July 23, 2009. 
 

ROLL CALL 
AYES:         Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, and Villanova  
NOES:         None 
ABSTAIN:  Supervisor Carvin   

 
     * * * * * * *       

  
WHEREAS, the Board has authorized the retention of a program administrator to coordinate 

said project; 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye appoints 
David Thomas to be the Project Coordinator for the Rye Town Model Community/Democracy Project 
whereby he shall coordinate the Democracy Project, initiate programs to promote increased voter 
participation in the Town of Rye and enhance community communication by creating the Community 
Bulletin Board and coordinating the 350 year Town of Rye celebration, and 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that David Thomas shall be paid twenty dollars ($20.00) per 
hour in an amount not to exceed two thousand, five hundred dollars ($2,500.00), and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that David Thomas shall report periodically to the Town 
Board pertaining to the status of each project to which he is assigned. 
 

ROLL CALL 
AYES: Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin  
NOES: None   

      
      * * * * * * * 
  
 Confidential Secretary Nowotnik gave the Board an update on a prior resolution that dealt with a 
vehicle to be donated to the Town of Rye from Westchester County.  He thought that by September the 
Board would be in possession of the vehicle.  He stated that while the vehicle appeared to be in excellent 
condition, there was some work that needed to be done on it.  The Board would also have to decide how 
to use the vehicle. 
          
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Confidential Secretary Nowotnik explained that in order to broaden the Town’s selection of 
vendors who would furnish plumbing and electrical services, a public notice for Request for Proposals 
(RFP’s) would be circulated to all electricians and plumbers in the Town of Rye for them to bid on the 
work for a 2-year period. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
  
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca mentioned that he was in communication with a software company that 
would allow taxpayers to pay their taxes on line or by credit card. 
 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously 
adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:40 P. M. 
 
 
                Respectfully submitted, 
    
 
 
                           Hope B. Vespia  
                Town Clerk 



       MEETING HELD AUGUST 18, 2009 
 
          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on 
Tuesday, August 18, 2009 at 8:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 
10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with Deputy Supervisor William Villanova 
presiding. 
  
PRESENT:  in addition to the Deputy Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb,                  
         Michele Mendicino, Robert Nioras and Town Clerk Hope B.Vespia.  
  
ALSO       
PRESENT:  were Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways                 
         Thomas F. Nardi, Town Accountant Saverio Terenzi, Town Assesor        
         Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Paul Noto, Town Comptroller David            
         Byrnes, and Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop Nowotnik.     
  
ABSENT:   was Supervisor Joseph Carvin. 
 
               * * * * * * * 
           Councilperson Mendicino led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
Deputy Supervisor Villanova read the opening prayer.  An audio and a video recorder 
were in use during the proceedings. 
 
               * * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb and 
unanimously adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on July 21, 2009 were approved as 
presented.   
               * * * * * * * 
 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of July, 2009 
 Total submitted to the Supervisor. . . . …... . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1,241.47      
 
 
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of July, 2009 
 Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $   662,000.92  
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . .  . . .. . . . . . $1,068,407.18        
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  630,946.58  
   
             Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . $2,361,354.68 
 

CRAWFORD PARK, for month of July, 2009 reported by Confidential Secretary  
            Bishop Nowotnik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . $ 8,270.00    
 
                         * * * * * * *      
 Russel Watsky, the roofing expert engaged by the Board, presented the scope of 
work for the replacement of the roof on the Rye Town Office Building, mentioning the 
requirements and recommending materials.  He stated that he would be preparing bid 
documents for the project and would be monitoring every facet.  
  

* * * * * * * 
 

Town Comptroller Byrnes mentioned a Tax Anticipation Note to authorize 
Supervisor Carvin to borrow $750,000.00 as a precaution should there be a shortfall for 
the October 15 payment to the County of Westchester.   

                           
 Councilperson Mendicino submitted the following resolution and moved for its 
adoption, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb.  The Town Board was polled.  The motion 
was adopted by a vote of four affirmative votes (being at least a majority of the voting 
strength of the Board) with no negative votes and one absent. 

 



                         August 18, 2009 
 
Tax Anticipation Note Resolution, dated August 18, 2009, authorizing the 

issuance of up to seven hundred fifty thousand dollars ($750,000.00) aggregate principal 
amount tax anticipation notes of the Town of Rye, County of Westchester, State of New 
York, in anticipation of the collection of real estate taxes levied in and for the Town in its 
fiscal year ending December 31, 2009, pursuant to the Local Finance Law.       

 
                                                     * * * * * * * 
 
Assessor Markowitz gave a brief explanation for the following resolutions and 

answered questions from the Board.  
 
On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the 

following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for 
taxation of the real estate of Bennett W. Golub, affecting the parcel of real property 
located at 530 South Barry Avenue, Mamaroneck, New York, known on the tax rolls of 
the Town of Rye as Section 154.76, Block 1, Lot 4, County of Westchester, State of New 
York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and the Assessor in the 
Town of Rye, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into 
an Agreement and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in 
summary as follows: 
         
 
 Property         Assessment           Original Assessed          Amount of          Total Final  
Description      Year                        Valuation               Reduction      Assessed Valuation        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
154.76-1-4          2005   765,900    65,900   700,000 
154.76-1-4          2006   766,000    66,000   700,000 
154.76-1-4          2007   844,400  144,400   700,000 
154.76-1-4          2008   819,100  119,100   700,000     and              
     
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter 
as recommended by the Town Attorney and Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the 
Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of 
Rye in regular session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to enter 
into a Stipulation of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set 
forth herein. 

2. Aldo V. Vitagliano, Esq., Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and he 
hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court orders to 
accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute 
Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to make 
and pay refunds on the terms set forth herein. 

4.     This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL 
AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Deputy Supervisor Villanova            

                  NOES:       None 
ABSENT:  Supervisor Carvin   
                                                      
     * * * * * * *                                                                                                 

                                                                 



                                          
                                             August 18, 2009 
 
 
On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 

following Resolution was adopted: 
 

 WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for 
taxation of the real estate of Harold Virgil Jr., affecting the parcel of real property located 
at 30-32 Martin Place, Port Chester, New York, known on the tax rolls of the Town of 
Rye as Section 142.39, Block 1, Lot 51, County of Westchester, State of New York, were 
duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor in the Town of Rye, and 
                                                         
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into 
an Agreement and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in 
summary as follows: 
  
 Property         Assessment           Original Assessed          Amount of          Total Final  
Description      Year                        Valuation               Reduction     Assessed Valuation   
 
142.39-1-51          2007  770,300    95,300    675,000 
142.39-1-51          2008  770,300  170,300    600,000  and 
     
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter 
as recommended by the Town Attorney and Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the 
Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of 
Rye in regular session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to enter 
into a Stipulation of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set 
forth herein. 

2. Aldo V. Vitagliano, Esq., Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and he 
hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court orders to 
accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute 
Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3.  The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to make an          
      and pay refunds on the terms set forth herein. 
4.   This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
ROLL CALL 
AYES:     Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Deputy Supervisor Villanova 
NOES:       None 
ABSENT:  Supervisor Carvin 
              * * * * * * *  

 
On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the 

following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye undertook a revaluation of property assessments in 
2004, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the New York State Office of Real Property Services has advised 
that all assessments that are at full value must be updated within six  years of the original 
revaluation, and                                               
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye commissioned the International Association of 
Assessing Officers (“IAAO”) to prepare a review and analysis of the 2004 reassessment, 
and 
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 WHEREAS, the IAAO report dated January, 2008 identified certain problems 
and deficiencies in the 2004 revaluation and its supporting documentation, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye is committed to addressing and has taken 
proactive measures to address those problems, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to accommodate the requirements of a six year update and 
to address the problems identified in the 2008 report of the IAAO, the Town of Rye 
published a request for proposals seeking vendors to conduct a review and update of the 
assessment roll, and 
                                                      
 WHEREAS, the Board received six proposals from qualified vendors; 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye shall conduct 
an update of all real property assessments within the Town of Rye to insure that all 
assessments are fair, reasonable and compliant with the standards established by the New 
York State Office of Real Property Services, and  
         
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye does 
and hereby authorizes Supervisor Joseph Carvin to negotiate an agreement with Vision 
Appraisal Technology, Inc. 44 Bearfoot Road, Northboro, MA 01532 to conduct Real 
Property Reassessment Services for the June 1, 2010 assessment roll at a cost not to 
exceed two hundred ninety-one thousand dollars ($291,000.00) without interior 
inspections of all parcels; plus an additional fifty-five thousand dollars ($55,000.00) for a 
Commercial and Industrial Data Collection which does include interior inspections; for a 
total fixed cost of three hundred forty-six thousand dollars ($346,000.00).  In addition, 
fee costs for annual software maintenance and/or support are not to exceed twelve 
thousand dollars ($12,000.00) per annum, and    
                                                                
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Supervisor Joseph Carvin is authorized to 
execute the contract for assessment services with Vision Appraisals Technology, Inc.  
                                              
ROLL CALL 
AYES:    Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Deputy Supervisor Villanova               
NOES:    None 
ABSENT:  Supervisor Carvin  

                                               * * * * * * * 
  
 On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye needs to obtain real estate 
appraisal services to assist in certain certiorari matters; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town 
of Rye does and hereby retains Valuation Plus, Inc., with offices at 444 E. Boston Post 
Road, Mamaroneck, New York 10543 to provide appraisal services to the Town of Rye 
for property located on 447 East Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, known as Section 
154.58, Block 1, Lot 13, and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Valuations Plus, Inc., shall be 
compensated pursuant to the Board Resolution dated December 18, 2008 and the 
approved schedule for professional services.   
          

ROLL CALL 
             AYES:      Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Deputy Supervisor Villanova 

NOES:      None 
ABSENT: Supervisor Carvin 

  * * * * * * *    
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 Town Attorney Noto stated that the next resolutions refer to the retention of 
Special Counsel to handle certain certiorari matters which were scheduled for court 
appearances in September and October.  Attached was backup information for each case. 
                                                                                                                                             
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye needs to retain counsel to 
handle certain certiorari matters; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town 
of Rye does and hereby retains Jeffrey Binder, Esq. with offices located at 68 East Post 
Road, Suite 200, White Plains, New York 10601 to represent the Town of Rye in the 
following certiorari matters: 
 

Daylee Realty Co. LLC v. Town of Rye   Index No. 14947/04; 
Simone Development Co. v. Town of Rye   Index No. 16840/04; 
Hochberg, Fred & David v. Town of Rye   Index No. 16729/04; 
Irving Avenue Development v. Town of Rye   Index No. 16732/04; 
Grove Holding Co. LLC v. Town of Rye   Index No. 16738/04; 
Westchester Playhouses Inc. v. Town of Rye   Index No. 17010/04,           and 

                   
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Jeffrey Binder, Esq. shall be compensated 
for tax certiorari matters pursuant to the retainer agreement dated April 15, 2008. 
 
ROLL CALL 
AYES:       Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Deputy Supervisor Villanova 
NOES:       None  
ABSENT:  Supervisor Carvin 
 

                                               * * * * * * * 
                                          
 On motion of Councilperson Nioras, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye needs to retain counsel to 
handle certain certiorari matters; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town 
of Rye does and hereby retains Aldo V. Vitagliano, Esq., with offices located at 150 
Purchase Street, Suite 9, Rye, New York 10580 to represent the Town of Rye in the 
following certiorari cases: 

Lordae Realty Corp. v. Town of Rye Index No. 16728/04; 
344 Irving Avenue Co., LLC v. Town of Rye  Index No. 16736/04; 
Chester Hill Apartments Co. v. Town of Rye  Index No. 16463/04; 
EOS Realty LLC v. Town of Rye  Index No. 16470/04; 
40 Pearl Street LLC v. Town of Rye   Index No. 16472/04; 
VLS Realty Associates v. Town of Rye  Index No. 16472/04; 
Messina & Briante, Inc. v. Town of Rye  Index No. 16723/04; 
Slater Street Associates v. Town of Rye  Index No. 16999/04; 
Baker Properties v. Town of Rye   Index Nos. 17000/04 and 17001/04,         and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Aldo V. Vitagliano, Esq. shall be 
compensated for tax certiorari matters pursuant to the retainer agreement dated May 30, 
2008.  
                                                                      
ROLL CALL 
AYES:      Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Deputy Supervisor Villanova  
NOES:      None  
ABSENT: Supervisor Carvin 



                                                                                                      August 18, 2009   
                                                                                                                                          
                                  
 On motion of Councilperson Nioras, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS,  at the request of the Unified Court System, the State Legislature has 
significantly increased the amount of funding available to Justice Courts through Justice 
Court Assistance Program (“JCAP”) to thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) which may be 
used for a variety of purposes, including security equipment and courtroom renovations, and        
  

WHEREAS, any funds awarded pursuant to this application shall be used only in 
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 280 of the Laws of 1999 and with all rules and 
regulations governing the “JCAP”, and  
  

WHEREAS, any goods and/or services purchased with any “JCAP”  funds shall be 
obtained in accordance with acceptable procurement practices established by the governing 
municipality including, but not limited to, competitive bidding and procurement policies and 
procedures, and  
   

WHEREAS, no funds awarded pursuant to this application shall be used to 
compensate justices or non-judicial staff or to reduce or otherwise supplant funding provided 
by a town or village to its justice court; 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor and Rye 
Town Board authorize this application to be submitted prior to August 01, 2009.     
 
     ROLL CALL 
     AYES:        Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Deputy Supervisor Villanova     
     NOES:        None 
     ABSENT:   Supervisor Carvin   
            

                                                      * * * * * * *    
 

Receiver of Taxes Mecca stated that delinquent taxes for the tax year 2008 had 
been filed as tax liens with the County of Westchester and those properties would be 
subject to In-Rem proceedings if liens were to remain unpaid for two years after the filing 
date.     
                                                                  * * * * * * *                             
           

Town Attorney Noto updated the Board on the In-Rem foreclosure proceedings 
taken by the Town of Rye.  Upon the signature of Judge Bellantoni, sixteen properties 
will be transferred to the Town of Rye.  There had been court challenges to the process 
on other properties. Councilpersons Nioras and Gelfarb inquired about the seventeen 
properties whose owners had not responded. Mr. Noto replied that those owners had 
indicated their intention to pay the taxes.   

 
               * * * * * * * 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Nioras, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino and 
unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 P. M. 
 
 
         Respectfully submitted, 
    
 
         Hope B. Vespia  
                    Town Clerk 
 
 
                       
 



 
 
 



MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 15, 2009 
 
          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on 
Tuesday, September 15, 2009 at 8:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office 
Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with Supervisor Carvin presiding. 
  
PRESENT:  in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb, Michele       
          Mendicino, William Villanova, Robert Nioras and Town Clerk Hope                                              
          B. Vespia.  
  
ALSO       
PRESENT:  were Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Thomas                
         F. Nardi, Town Accountant Saverio Terenzi, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, 
                    Town Attorney Paul Noto, Town Comptroller David Byrnes, and Confidential  

        Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop Nowotnik.     
  
          * * * * * * * 
 
          Councilperson Gelfarb led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson 
Villanova read the opening prayer.  An audio and a video recorder were in use during the 
proceedings. 
 
          * * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb and 
unanimously adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on August 18, 2009 were 
approved as presented.   
          * * * * * * * 
 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of August, 2009 
 Total submitted to the Supervisor. . . . …... . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1,459.60      
 
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of August, 2009 
 Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $   313,897.37  
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . .  . . .. . . . . . $   150,448.35         
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $    103,728.49  
   
           Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .$   568,074.21 
 

CRAWFORD PARK, for month of August, 2009 reported by Confidential Secretary  
            Bishop Nowotnik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . $ 13,900.00    
 
                     * * * * * * *      
                                                       

 County Legislator Martin Rogowsky was present to discuss a lawsuit which had 
been filed, alleging that Westchester County had violated a Federal False Claims Act.  
The lawsuit claimed that a fraud had been committed on the United States because 
Westchester County had made one or more false certifications in connection with 
receiving federal funds for the building of affordable housing.  Specifically, the County 
allegedly had failed to affirmatively further fair housing by not considering, in its 
certification, impediments to fair housing choice in terms of race.  That was so, even 
though hundreds of units of affordable housing had been built and provided over the 
years. The County had hired a Special Counsel to represent its interest.  A judge had 
ruled that the certification was false, but found that there was an issue of fact as to 
whether the County knowingly had submitted false certifications to the federal 
government. A settlement was being discussed and a jury trial was scheduled to take 
place in November.  There were questions and recommendations from Board members 
and a lengthy discussion followed.       
                        
                     * * * * * * *  
        



                                                           
                    September 15, 2009 
 
 
 James McGee, a representative for MuniTrax, Online Property Tax Payment 
System, was present to give an overview of taxes being paid via the internet using all 
major credit cards and electronic checks.  Mr. McGee explained the system would 
interface with existing tax information provided by the Town’s Receiver of Taxes.  He 
further mentioned the system was made available to local governments at zero cost and 
discussed the convenience fees that would be applicable to taxpayers.    

 
                           * * * * * * *        
 
Eddie Eways, a community organizer with the school district, was present to 

announce the start of a program “Talk Up PC”, a campaign that he and Matt Varughese 
had designed to build and develop a positive image of Port Chester.   He felt that the 
perception of Port Chester was negative and that while morale and participation were 
low, residents and businesses could improve popular perception by taking a proactive 
stance toward expounding on the many positive aspects of the Village, for example, its 
diversity, history and outstanding restaurants.      

 
The objective of the program was to highlight and to promote the uniqueness of 

the Village. The primary goal was to challenge every Port Chester resident to speak of 
something positive about the Village.  The secondary goal was to inspire residents to 
become active and join a board or to volunteer in the community. 

 
The campaign was to be a year-long endeavor, beginning on Port Chester Day and 

ending next year with a “Talk Up PC” event in which members of the community would 
be showcased. The campaign was to be introduced via newspaper and public speaking at 
the Board of Education and Board of Trustee meetings.     

 
         * * * * * * * 
   
Comptroller Byrnes made a presentation to the Board which was a Tax 

Receivables Summary and Analysis.  He mentioned that there was a fund balance which 
eliminated the need for a Tax Anticipation Note (TAN) for the October cash call due to 
the County. He noted that the increased tax collections received in 2009 for back taxes 
was due to the In Rem work performed by Receiver of Taxes Mecca and Town Attorney 
Noto. 

 
        * * * * * * * 
 
On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the 

following Resolution was adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye created the “Rye 2012 

Committee” to change the tax dynamic in the Town of Rye , and 
 
WHEREAS, the Committee shall evaluate and compare the services provided by 

all the entities within the Town of Rye and determine and advise as to the most efficient 
method of delivery of governmental services for all constituents within the Town of Rye; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be appointed to 

serve as members on the “Rye 2012 Committee”: Benedict Salanitro, representing the 
Rye Neck section of Mamaroneck; Robert Comstock, the Village of Rye Brook; Neil 
Pagano and Richard “Fritz” Falanka, the Village of Port Chester, and Councilpersons 
Nioras and Villanova as liaisons to the Board.  
 
ROLL CALL 
AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:   None  



                                             
         September 15, 2009 

                                                                                             
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 
following Resolution was adopted:    
 
 WHEREAS, the resolution for the “Spirit of 1660 Democracy Committee” 
created a committee consisting of five members plus two councilpersons as liaisons, and  
  
 WHEREAS, there are more than five persons who wish to serve on the 
committee; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the “Spirit of 1660 Democracy 
Committee” shall consist of nine members plus two councilpersons as liaisons, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that those committee members serving as 
volunteers shall be Rosalind Carvin, Christina Collins, Eddie Eways, Douglas Gould, 
Honorable Frances Murphy, Heather Robinson, and Jack J. Zaccara; as liaisons, 
Councilpersons Gelfarb and Mendicino; and as Project Coordinator, David Thomas.   

 
ROLL CALL 
AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:  None 
  
       * * * * * * * 
 
 Town Attorney Noto explained the following resolution concerning Marley 
Fukumori who had alleged that one of her two adjacent tax lots was improperly taxed. 
One lot was erroneously listed as a two-family residence for the years 2005, 2006 and 
2007 when, in fact, it was vacant land.  Ms. Fukumori appeared before the Board on two 
occasions and on both, the Board rejected her claim.  She then filed an Article 78 
Proceeding in Supreme Court, Westchester County.   
 
 
           On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, Marley Fukumori is the owner of real property located at 481 
Franklin Street, Rye Brook, New York 10573.  The said property is comprised of two 
separate tax lots located in two separate Villages, i.e., 141.28-2-28 and 141.28-1-17, and 
 

          WHEREAS, Marley Fukumori filed an Article 78 Proceeding in Westchester 
County Supreme Court under Index No. 1678/09 seeking an Order and Judgment 
directing the Town of Rye to refund to Marley Fukumori the sum of $22,969.72 which 
represents the Village of Port Chester School District and Town of Rye taxes which she 
alleged were improperly taxed due to the fact that tax lot 141.28-2-28 is vacant land lying 
wholly in the Village of Port Chester and was erroneously listed as a two family 
residence by the Town of Rye on the property cards for the tax years 2005, 2006 and 
2007, and                           
    
 WHEREAS, the error was corrected in 2007 and is no longer in dispute; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye hereto settles 
the above-captioned matter for the sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00) to be 
apportioned accordingly, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Attorney is hereby authorized to 
execute a Stipulation of Settlement to effectuate this Resolution. 
 
ROLL CALL 
YES:    Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin  
NOES:  None 



                
         September 15, 2009 
 
 Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Nowotnik gave a brief description for the 
following resolutions. 
 

 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the               
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye received sealed bids to furnish general electrical 
services on a 24-hour availability basis for the period from October 1, 2009 to September 
30, 2011, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the lowest journeyman rate of sixty-five dollars ($65.00) per hour 
submitted fulfilled the required specifications and deemed most favorable to the interests 
of the Town of Rye; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town 
of Rye does and hereby authorizes Supervisor Joseph Carvin to award the contract to 
Westmore Electric, 6 Sunset Road, Rye Brook, New York  10573. 
  

ROLL CALL 
AYES:   Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:   None 

    
     * * * * * * * 
 
            On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye received sealed bids to furnish plumbing services 
on a 24 hour availability basis for the period from October 1, 2009 to September 30, 
2011, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the lowest Journeyman rate of one hundred four dollars and eight 
cents ($104.08) per hour submitted fulfilled the required specifications and deemed most 
favorable to the interests of the Town of Rye; 
           
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town 
of Rye does and hereby authorizes Supervisor Joseph Carvin to award the contract to 
Southeast Plumbing Corporation, 568 North Main Street, Brewster, New York 10509. 
   
ROLL CALL 
AYES: Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES: None 
 
     * * * * * * *  
 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Villanova 
and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 11:15P.M. for the purpose of 
entering into executive session. 
 

                                      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                                                                             Hope B. Vespia 
                                                                                             Town Clerk  
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MEETING HELD OCTOBER 20, 2009 
 
          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on 
Tuesday, October 20, 2009 at 8:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 
10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with Supervisor Joseph Carvin presiding. 
  
PRESENT:  in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb, Michele       
          Mendicino, William Villanova, Robert Nioras and Town Clerk Hope                                              
          B. Vespia.  
  
ALSO       
PRESENT:  were Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Thomas                
         F. Nardi, Town Accountant Saverio Terenzi, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, 
                    Town Attorney Paul Noto and Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop Nowotnik.     
  
         * * * * * * * 
 
          Secretary Nowotnik led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson 
Villanova read the opening prayer.  An audio recorder and a video recorder were in use during 
the proceedings. 
 
                             * * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb and 
unanimously adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on September 15, 2009 were 
approved as presented.   
       * * * * * * * 
 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of September, 2009 
 Total submitted to the Supervisor. . . . …... . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . $ 2,131.72      
 
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of September, 2009 
 Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39,338,452.75  
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . .  . . .. . . .  $     129,622.57         
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $       25,066.12   
   
           Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .$39,493,141.44 
 

CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of September, 2009 reported by Confidential 
Secretary Bishop Nowotnik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 13,900.00    
 
       * * * * * * * 
  

 Supervisor Carvin asked for comments from the public. 
 
 Ronald Tocci, State Commissioner of Veterans Affairs, as well as a group of local 
veterans, were present to address the fact that the Korean War Monument plaque at 
Crawford Park had been removed. He felt that there should be discussions among 
veterans groups and committees as to the best way to honor those who had served their 
country.    
 

       * * * * * * * 

 

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, 
the following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye has been requested by a 
veteran to remove and revise the plaque in Crawford Park commemorating Korean War 
Veterans, and 
 
 



                                     October 20, 2009 
  
 

WHEREAS, said plaque has been removed in advance of a formal decision of the 
Town Board; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town 
of Rye hereby agrees that the current plaque shall be restored to its former position, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ernest J.  Reale, currently listed as missing 
in action, shall receive the appropriate honor.  His status is under review by the United 
States Army and once that review is completed, the Board shall revisit this issue to 
determine if the plaque needs to be revised to modify Mr. Reale’s status, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that at the appropriate time, the Town Board 
may wish to consider whether or not to further revise the plaque by removing the names 
of those individuals who are not veterans of the Korean War, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board shall request a 
recommendation from the Korean War Veterans Association for the appropriate 
designations on the new plaque. 
 
Roll Call 
AYES:  Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:  None 
 
       * * * * * * *  
  
 Secretary Nowotnik presented the information regarding the roof replacement bid 
process.  The Town had received nine bids and the roof consultant, Russell Watsky, made 
a recommendation.   

 

 On motion of Councilperson Nioras, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the               
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye, pursuant to a request for proposals, received 
sealed bids for the provision of roof replacement services for the Town Office Building 
located at 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, and   
  
 WHEREAS, the bids submitted included an amount for a base bid to replace all 
flat roofing; a separate amount for option 1 to include application of reflective costing; a 
separate amount to an option 2 to include installation of a roof terrace, and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon review of submitted bids, it appears that numerous responsible 
bids were submitted; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town 
of Rye does and hereby authorizes Supervisor Joseph Carvin to award the contract of 
$63,500.00 (sixty-three thousand, five hundred dollars) to Best Roofing of New Jersey, 
Inc., 30 Midland Avenue, Wallington, New Jersey  07057.     
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:     Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova and Supervisor Carvin  
NOES:     None 
      
       * * * * * * *    
 
 Superintendent of Highways Nardi and Tom Ahnehman, representing Ahneham 
Kirby, LLC addressed the Board regarding the Continental Manor Footbridge project. 
After much discussion, it was determined that the footbridge project would go forward.  
 
       * * * * * * * 



                                       October 20, 2009 
 
 
           Councilperson Nioras had attended the first meeting of the “2012 Committee”, and 
mentioned different topics that had been discussed, one of which was to reduce the tax 
dynamics in the Town as well as the ways to accomplish that reduction. 
 
                 * * * * * * *   
 

Councilperson Gelfarb had attended the first “1660 Spirit of Democracy 
Committee” meeting. He stated that the committee’s objectives were to promote interest 
and citizen participation in local government and to further the Town of Rye residents’ 
understanding of government operations. Supervisor Carvin added to increase voter 
participation and put together a strategic plan for the Town of Rye and to celebrate 350 
years of democracy. 

 
     * * * * * * *   
 

Town Attorney Noto gave an update on the In-Rem proceedings. There was a 
concern among the Board members about the lack of response from various property 
owners on the foreclosure list.  To insure that each property owner receive proper notice, 
the suggestion was put forth that someone be designated on behalf of the Town to visit 
the properties.  
 
     * * * * * * *   
 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb,             
and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
        Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
        Hope B. Vespia  
        Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                
 
 



 

MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 11, 2009 

 

 

          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on 

Wednesday, November 11,  2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office 

Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with Supervisor Joseph Carvin 

presiding. 

  

 

PRESENT:  in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb, Michele      

         Mendicino, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia                                  

           

ALSO          

PRESENT:  Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop Nowotnik 

 

ABSENT:    Councilperson Robert Nioras 

 

                 * * * * * * * 

  

 The purpose of the meeting was to provide a work-session for the 2010 tentative 

budget during which Board members were afforded time to review line by line the 2010 

budgeted items which were examined at length. 

 

         

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded 

by Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 

10:50 P.M. 

 

 

 

             Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

          

             Hope B. Vespia  

                                                                                                     Town Clerk 
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MEETING HELD DECEMBER 15, 2009 
   
 
      A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday, 
December 15, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl 
Street, Port Chester, New York, with Supervisor Joseph Carvin presiding. 
  
PRESENT:  in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons David Gelfarb, Michele      
            Mendicino, Robert Nioras, and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia                               
           
  
ALSO PRESENT:  were Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of       
         Highways Thomas F. Nardi, Town Accountant Saverio Terenzi, Town       
         Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Paul Noto, Town Comptroller    
         David Byrnes and Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Bishop        
         Nowotnik.     
 
ABSENT:    Councilperson William Villanova 
 
        * * * * * * * 
 
         Councilperson Nioras led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.  An audio recorder 
and a video recorder were in use during the proceedings. 
 
        * * * * * * * 
 
 Supervisor Carvin stated that the purpose of the Public Hearing was to discuss the 
2010 preliminary budget of the Town of Rye. He declared the Public Hearing open and 
asked for comments from Board members and from the public. 
 
 Comptroller Byrnes explained the budget modifications line by line and answered 
questions regarding those changes.   
 
 On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, and 
unanimously approved, the public hearing was closed.  
 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 
meeting was declared open. 
 
                                                               * * * * * * *       
  

 On motion of Councilperson Nioras, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Tentative Budget of the Town of Rye for the year 2010 was 
prepared by the Budget Officer of the Town of Rye and filed in the office of the Town 
Clerk on October 30, 2009, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Clerk of the Town of Rye presented the said Tentative 
Budget to the Town Board at a meeting held on November 06, 2009, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board, after review of the said Tentative Budget, prepared 
an itemized statement of the estimated revenues and expenditures of the Town of Rye for 
the fiscal year 2010, and caused the same to be filed in t he office of the Town Clerk for 
public inspection, and 

 

 WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was called for on December 15, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. 
in the Town Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New 
York, for the purpose of reviewing the said Annual Estimates or Preliminary Budget, and 
 

  



 
2 

                                   December 15, 2009 
 
   

 WHEREAS, the Town Clerk submitted proof of publication and posting of 
Notice of Public Hearing to review the same as required by Section 108 of the Town 
Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Public Hearing was held in the Town Courtroom of the Town 
Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York on the 15th day of December, 
2009 and those present, who wished to ask questions or offer objections to the proposed 
annual estimates for the year 2010 having been heard. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Preliminary Budget, as 
completed and amended by the Town Board of the Town of Rye, be and it hereby is 
adopted as the Budget of the Town of Rye for the fiscal year 2010, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected 
upon the taxable property in the Town of Rye at Large and the several parcels of property 
and persons within such Town at Large, the several amounts set forth, and  
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected 
upon the taxable property in the district of the Town of Rye, known as the Village of Port 
Chester, and the several parcels of property and persons within such portion of the Town 
of Rye, the several amounts set forth, and 
  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected 
upon the taxable property in the district of the Town of Rye known as the Village of Rye 
Brook and the several parcels of property and persons within such portion of the Town of 
Rye, the several amounts set forth, and 
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected 
upon the taxable property in the district of the Town of Rye, including the part of the 
Incorporated Village of Mamaroneck known as Rye Neck, and the several parcels of 
property and persons within such portion of the Town of Rye, the several amounts set 
forth. 
  
 ROLL CALL:     

AYES:       Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Supervisor Carvin 
            NOES        None 
            ABSENT:  Councilperson Villanova  
 
                                                               * * * * * * *  

                                                                  
On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Nioras and 

abstained by Councilperson Gelfarb, the minutes of the meeting held on November 06, 
2009 were approved as presented.  

  
         * * * * * * * 
 

On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb and 
abstained by Councilperson Nioras, the minutes of the meeting held on November 11, 
2009 were approved as presented. 

   
         * * * * * * * 
 

On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb and 
unanimously adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on November 17, 2009 were 
approved as presented.   
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                         December 15, 2009  
 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of November, 2009 
 Total submitted to the Supervisor. . . . …... . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .$1,428.15       
 
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of November, 2009 
 Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . $   722,167.85  
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . ..  . . . . . . . . $     96,204.02       
 Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . $       9,441.76        
   
           Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . .. . . . . . . .$    827,813.63 
 
 The Crawford Park report for the month of November, 2009 was tabled for the 
next Board meeting. 
      

* * * * * * * 

      
 Comptroller Byrnes explained that the following resolution was to approve 
modifications to the budget in order to realign items to reflect the actual spending and to 
ensure individual line items were not exceeded. 
    
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Comptroller of the Town of Rye has requested that the Town 
Board make proper budget transfers to the 2009 budget, which would account for the 
allocation of the budgetary accounts, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Comptroller of the Town of Rye has requested authority from 
the Town Board to execute budget transfers; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town 
of Rye authorizes the Town Comptroller to make modification and transfer requests to 
the 2009 budget as follows: 
 
 
              

Appropriation 
Description 

Dept Code Line Item 
Budget This 

Year As 
Adopted 

Line Item 
Budget 

Transfer 
Increase 

(Unexpended) 

Line Item 
Budget This 

Year As 
Amended 

 

       

    O/S Court Reporter Judicial 1110.0402 25,000 2,500  27,500  

    Court Security Judicial 1110.0403 11,000 1,500  12,500  

    Clerical Assistant Executive 1220.0506 17,000 3,000  20,000  

    Interns Executive 1220.0507 10,000 (3,000) 7,000  

    Outside Auditor's Auditor 1320.0403 32,000 3,500  35,500  

    Office Supplies Assessment  3,750 5,250  9,000  

    Library Costs Assessment 1355.0419 500 500  1,000  

    Mileage Assessment 1355.0419 2,500 500  3,000  

    Tax Mapping Assessment 1355.0426 12,000 4,000  16,000  

    Data Processing Assessment  17,500 8,500  26,000  

    Board of 
Assessment Review 

Assessment 1355.0475 10,000 2,500  12,500  

    Legal Advertising Clerk 1410.0424 1,500 1,500  3,000  

    Asst Town 
Prosecutor 

Law 1420.0524 12,000 (6,000) 6,000  
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    Asst Town 
Prosecutor 

Law 1420.0425 0 6,000  6,000  

Appropriation 
Description 

Dept Code Line Item 
Budget This 

Year As 
Adopted 

Line Item 
Budget 

Transfer 
Increase 

(Unexpended) 

Line Item 
Budget This 

Year As 
Amended 

 
 

       

    Elevator 
Maintenance 

Operation of 
Bldgs 

1620.0430 2,900 200  3,100  

    Office Equiptment 
Maintenance 

Operation of 
Bldgs 

1620.0431 12,000 8,000  20,000  

    Improvements Operation of 
Bldgs 

1620.0449 10,000 75,000  85,000  

    Telephone 
Communication Costs 

Central 
Communications 

1650.0431 37,500 (12,500) 25,000  

    Unallocated 
Insurance 

Special Items 1910.0429 90,000 (15,000) 75,000  

    Judgment & Claims Special Items 1930.0000 7,500 12,500  20,000  

    Tax and Town 
Property 

Special Items 1950.0433 25,000 10,000  35,000  

    Contingency Special Items 1990.0000 172,000 (118,450) 53,550  

    Painting Culture and 
Recreation Parks 

7110.0438 15,000 (5,000) 10,000  

Machine and R & M Culture and 
Recreation Parks 

7110.0451 12,000 15,000  27,000  

Totals for Line Item 
Amendments 

  538,650 0 538,650  

Total Appropriations   3,849,555 0 3,849,555  

 
 ROLL CALL 
 AYES:        Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Supervisor Carvin  
 NOES:        None  
            ABSENT:  Councilperson Villanova  
 

* * * * * * *     

 On motion of Councilperson Nioras, seconded by Councilperson Gelfarb, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye has foreclosed on property located at  136 Hobart 
Avenue, Port Chester, New York known as Section 136.47, Block 1, Lot 20, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye commenced a foreclosure action on February 23, 
2009 and on September 17, 2009, Judgment was duly entered granting to the Town of 
Rye, title to said parcel, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a deed was executed on October 16, 2009 and filed on October 19, 
2009 with the Clerk of the County of Westchester, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the owner of said property has requested the opportunity to redeem 
the property and the Town Board of the Town of Rye has agreed to permit said 
redemption upon payment of the full amount of all taxes, interest and penalties due and 
owing plus an administrative payment of five thousand, four hundred fifty-two dollars 
($5,452.00) representing 1% of the assessed value of the property including five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) to reimburse the Town for legal fees and costs for the preparation of the 
re-conveyance of the property back to the homeowner; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor of the Town of 
Rye is hereby authorized to execute a deed and other transfer documents necessary to 
convey the property known as 136 Hobart Avenue, Port Chester, New York back to 
William Krol, and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Attorney shall be compensated 
in the sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the preparation of the necessary 
documents for the transfer of the property known as 136 Hobart Avenue, Port Chester, 
New York from the Town of Rye to William Krol. 
             December 15, 2009 
ROLL CALL 
AYES:       Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Supervisor Carvin       
NOES        None 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Villanova 

* * * * * * * 

  
 On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the 
following Resolution was adopted:   
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye has foreclosed on property located at 49-51 Beech 
Street, Port Chester, New York known as Section 142.47, Block 1, Lot 25, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye commenced a foreclosure action on February 23, 
2009 and on September 17, 2009, Judgment was duly entered granting to the Town of 
Rye, title to said parcel, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a deed was executed on October 16, 2009 and filed on October 19, 
2009 with the Clerk of the County of Westchester, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the owner of said property has requested the opportunity to redeem 
the property and the Town Board of the Town of Rye has agreed to permit said 
redemption upon payment of the full amount of all taxes, interest and penalties due and 
owing plus an administrative payment of eight thousand, one hundred seventy dollars 
($8,170.00) representing 1% of the assessed value of the property including five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) to reimburse the Town for legal fees and costs for the preparation of the 
re-conveyance of the property back to the homeowner;     

    
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor of the Town of 

Rye is hereby authorized to execute a deed and other transfer documents necessary to 
convey the property known as 49-51 Beech Street, Port Chester, New York back to 
Lawrence Wohl, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Attorney shall be compensated 
in the sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the preparation of the necessary 
documents for the transfer of the property known as 49-51 Beech Street, Port Chester, 
New York from the Town of Rye to Lawrence Wohl. 
 
ROLL CALL 
AYES:       Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:       None 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Villanova 
         * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Gelfarb, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS,   the roof  of the Rye Town Park main administration building, 150 
Dearborn Avenue, Rye, New York 10580, is in need of restoration, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Request for Proposals for the roof restoration had been published, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, proposals had been submitted to the architectural firm overseeing 
this project, and 
 
 WHEREAS,   L & M Company, a division of Nieto Contractors, Inc., 140 
Highland Street, Port Chester, New York 10573 presented the lowest qualified proposal; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes 
Supervisor Joseph Carvin to enter into an agreement with L & M Company, LLP to 
perform the restoration of the roof.  
 
                     December 15, 2009 
 
ROLL CALL      
AYES:      Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras, Villanova & Supervisor Carvin      
NOES:       None  
ABSENT: Councilperson Villanova 
     * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Nioras, the 
following Resolution was adjourned: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Port Chester High School (“PCHS”) Cheerleading Team 
provides the opportunity for young people to travel, gain self-confidence and learn the 
value of setting goals, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the PCHS Cheerleading Team, a non-profit organization, has 
qualified to compete in the national cheerleading finals in Orlando, Florida, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the PCHS Cheerleading Team has requested financial assistance 
from the Town of Rye towards the trip; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes 
Supervisor Joseph Carvin to grant a donation of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00).  
 
ROLL CALL 
AYES:       Councilpersons Gelfarb, Mendicino, Nioras and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:       None  
ABSENT:  Councilperson Villanova 
     * * * * * * *     
 
 On motion of Councilperson Nioras, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye’s Democracy 2012 Committee had set as its goal an 
increase in voter participation, and  
 
 WHEREAS, Duke University Professor Bill Tobin wants to bring to Port Chester 
High School a college-level course with a project to increase voter participation, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in this course students will develop skills by interviewing and surveying 
voters in the district, and 
 
 WHEREAS,  Professor Tobin will reduce the  usual course fee to the Town to two 
thousand dollars ($2,000.00); 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes 
Supervisor Joseph Carvin to make a payment of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) to 
Professor Bill Tobin. 
 
ROLL CALL 
AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Nioras and Supervisor Carvin 
NOES:       Councilperson Gelfarb 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Villanova 
                       * * * * * * * 

There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Nioras, seconded by 
Councilperson Gelfarb and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at   
9:35P.M. 
 
                   Respectfully Submitted, 
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                   Hope B. Vespia 
                   Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                
 
 


