
MEETING HELD JANUARY 16, 2007 

 
          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 
January 16, 2007 at 8:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, at 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York,  with Supervisor Morabito presiding. 
  
            PRESENT:    in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino,  
           William Villanova, and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia  
    
            ABSENT:       
   
 ALSO 
            PRESENT:  Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Robert Harris,    
                    Town Accountant David Byrnes,  Director of Purchasing Raymond Sculky,  and  
           Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons 
                                                                                                

DEPARTMENT  HEADS 
            ABSENT:      Representatives of the Court 

             
 Councilperson William J. Villanova led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and read the 
Opening Prayer. A video recorder was in use during the proceedings. 
 

Date for a Public Hearing was set for February 20, 2007 at 7:30 P.M. regarding the advisability 
of adopting Local Law #1 to Amend the Real Property Tax Law # 3 of the year 2002, in relation to the 
Senior Citizens Property Tax Exemption and Local Law # 2 to Amend Local Law # 2 of the Year 2002 
in relation to property tax exemptions for persons with disabilities and limited income.        
 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 
 Mark Tulis was present to discuss the following resolutions regarding certiorari settlements and 
the Stipulation and Order between the Town of Rye and the United Hospital and to address any 
questions the Board may have concerning the bankruptcy and terms of this agreement.  He also 
explained that the lowest number of certioraris has been filed this year as a result of the Tax 
Revaluation.   
 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 Stipulation and order between the Town of Rye and the United Hospital and its subsidiaries 
dated December 28, 2006 as per attached agreement. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:      None 
 ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana  
 

                                                                                                                                    

     * * * * * * *                             
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On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 

 WHEREAS, petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 
estate of PC 406 BPR LLC, 406 Boston Post Road, Port Chester, New York, affecting the parcel of real 
property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 141.52, Block 1, Lot 2, County of 
Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor 
in the Town of Rye; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
  
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
      2006           $24,000,000           $22,350,500                $1,649,500 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters, and 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 
Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 
Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 
the terms set forth herein. 

4.     This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:        Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:        None 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana 
 
      * * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
 WHEREAS, petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation  of the real 
estate of Verizon New York, Inc, Halstead Avenue also known as 473 North Barry Avenue, 
Mamaroneck, New York affecting the parcel of real property on the Tax  Rolls of the Town of Rye 
known as Section 154.34, Block 2, Lot 34, County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served 
upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor in the Town of Rye; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
  
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
      2003        $        48,000           $     29,625     $    18,375 
      2004  1,600,000  1,300,000         300,000 
      2005  1,350,000  1,350,000              -0- 
      2006  1,458,000               1,350,000         108,000 
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 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters, and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 

 
1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of  

Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 
2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 

Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 
the terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:       None 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana          

       * * * * * * * 
On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 

 WHEREAS, petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation  of the real 
estate of  Verizon New York Inc, 50 Broad Street,  Port Chester, New York, affecting the parcel of real 
property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 142.22, Block 2, Lot 77, County of 
Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor 
in the Town of Rye; and 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
  
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
       2003         $     45,000            $    45,000      $   -0- 
      2004    2,592,200  2,592,200                             -0- 
      2005    2,592,200  2,592,200           -0- 
      2006    2,799,500  2,600,000                  199,500 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters, and 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of    
                    Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP,  
Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of 
appropriate orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute 
Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3.    The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds       
       on the terms set forth herein.  
4.     This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:       None 

            ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana 
   * * * * * * *                                                      
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On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

 
 WHEREAS, petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 
estate of Post Road Realty, Inc., 307 Boston Post Road, Port Chester, New York, affecting the parcel of 
real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 142.45, Block 1, Lot 14, County of 
Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor 
in the Town of Rye; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
      2000  $   90,000  $   59,070        $30,930 
      2001       90,000       55,300          34,700 
      2002              90,000       47,730          42,270 
      2003              58,200       46,215          11,985 
      2004  1,433,700  1,433,700   -0- 
      2005  1,433,700  1,433,700   -0- 
      2006  1,548,500  1,548,500   -0- 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters, and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 
Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 
Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 
the terms set forth herein. 

4.   This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:   None 
ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana 

 
 
      * * * * * * * 

 
 
On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
  
 WHEREAS, petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation  of the real 
estate of  Ryan Purdy Ave. Assoc., Inc., 45 Ryan Avenue, Port Chester, New York, affecting the parcel 
of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 142.47, Block 1, Lot 32, County 
of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and 
Assessor in the Town of Rye; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement  
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
                                                                   
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
      2000  $  119,000  $   85,900        $33,100 
      2001      119,000       79,950          39,050 
      2002             119,000       69,400                         49,600         
      2003               84,000       67,070          16,930 
      2004  3,039,600  3,000,000          39,600 
      2005  3,039,600  3,039,600              -0- 
      2006  3,222,000  3,222,000   -0- 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters, and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. Settlement of The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a     
      Stipulation of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 
2 Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 

Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3.   The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds      
      on the terms set forth herein. 
4.   This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 

            NOES.             None   
ABSENT:        Councilpersons Lagana 

   * * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 
estate of Roger Dean LLC, 540 North Main Street, Port Chester, New York, affecting the parcel of real 
property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 136.64, Block 1, Lot 38, County of 
Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor 
in the Town of Rye; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
      2004  $1,522,500           $1,522,500                       $    -0- 
      2005    2,500,000  1,550.000                         950,000   
      2006    1,600,000  1,600,000                      -0- 
 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters, and 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 

 
1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 

Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 
 2.   Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP,                 
       Special Council for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of  
       appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
                  execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings.  

3.   The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds           
      on the terms set forth herein.  
4.   This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:        Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:       None 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana 
        
   * * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

 
 WHEREAS, petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 
estate of  D. R. Main LLC, 132-134 North Main Street,  Port Chester, New York, affecting the parcel of 
real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 142.23, Block 1, Lot 35, County of 
Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor 
in the Town of Rye; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
      2006              $800,000             $725,000                   $75,000 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters, and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 
Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 
Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 
the terms set forth herein. 

4.     This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:       None 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana 

 
  
                 * * * * * * *   
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On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

 
 WHEREAS, petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 
estate of Imperial Owners, Inc., 377 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, New York, affecting the parcel 
of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 136.77, Block 1, Lot 53, County 
of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and 
Assessor in the Town of Rye; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
    2001            $   162,000          $   162,000                        $   -0-   
    2002      162,000                      162,000                             -0- 
    2003      162,000    162,000          -0- 
    2004            10,942,900            9,400,000     1,542,900 
    2005            10,000,000            9,800,000                           200,000      
    2006                    10,400,000           10,000,000                          400,000 
  
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters, and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 
Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 
Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 
the terms set forth herein. 

4.    This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:   None 

 ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana 
 
 
      * * * * * * *       

 
 
On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 

 WHEREAS, petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 
estate of 225 Westchester Avenue Corp., 223-225 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 
affecting the parcel of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 142.22, 
Block 1, Lot 25, County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of 
Assessment Review and Assessor in the Town of Rye; and 
 
  
 
 



                   January 16, 2007 
  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
            
 Assessment 
               Year                             From             To              Reduction       
    2000       $   43,900   $   43,900               0 
    2001                  43,900       40,000            3,900   
    2002        43,900       33,300          10,600 
    2003        32,700       32,700                          0            
    2004              1,600,000  1,350,000        250,000 
    2005              1,760,000  1,375,000        385,000      
    2006                      1,760,000  1,400,000        360,000 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters, and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
  
            1.    The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation          
        of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 
            2.  Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello, Donnellan, Weingarten, Tartaglia, Wise & Wiedkerehr,              
         LLP, Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to  
         entry of appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the  
         court orders execute Stipulation of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 
  3.    The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay               
         on the terms set forth herein. 

 4.    This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:         Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:         None 
ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana 
   
      * * * * * * * 
 

On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 WHEREAS, petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 
estate of Ernest Simon Manufacturing Company, 181 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 
affecting the parcel of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 142.22, 
Block 2, Lot 6, County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of 
Assessment Review and Assessor in the Town of Rye; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
    2004           $  9,400,000            $8,000,000     $1,400,000 
    2005             10,340,000   8,500,000       1,840,000      
    2006             11,167,000   9,000,000       2,167,000                       
  
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters, and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 
                                                              
 1.   The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation              
       of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2.   Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello, Donnellan, Weingarten, Tartaglia, Wise & Wiedkerehr,                    
      LLP, Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to 
      entry of appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the 
      court orders execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 
3.   The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds                     
      on the terms set forth herein. 
4.   This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:          Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:         None 
ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana 
 

      * * * * * * * 
 

On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

 
 WHEREAS, petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 
estate of Hawthorne Garden Realty Corp, 910 Stuart Avenue, Mamaroneck, New York, affecting the 
parcel of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 154.44, Block 1, Lot 1, 
County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and 
Assessor in the Town of Rye; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
    2004   $7,700,000                 $7,250,000                       $450,000  
    2005     7,700,000                   7,470,000                         230,000 
    2006             8,008,000              7,700,000                   308,000 
  

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters, and 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
            1.    The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation          
        of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 
            2.  Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello, Donnellan, Weingarten, Tartaglia, Wise & Wiedkerehr,              
         LLP, Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and  hereby is authorized to consent to  
         entry of appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the  
         court orders execute Stipulation of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3.    The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds 
        on the terms set forth herein. 

            4.    This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:         Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:         None 

 ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana 
 
                 * * * * * * *    
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Supervisor Morabito asked for the approval of minutes for the meetings held December 11, 2006 

and December 19, 2006.  Councilperson Villanova recommended that the minutes from December 11, 
2006 be tabled for further review.   On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson 
Mendicino, and unanimously approved, the minutes of the meeting held December 11, 2006 were tabled 
and the minutes of the meeting held December 19, 2006 were adopted as presented. 

 
   * * * * * * * 

                       
  The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA 
   Total submitted to Supervisor…………………………………$     978.69  
   
  RECEIVER OF TAXES 
             Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye……………………...$5,995,364.43                             
             Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester…………….$8,205,704.02  
             Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook………………...$259,035.84 
             Total……………………………………………………....$14,460,104.29  
 
  CRAWFORD PARK, for the Month of December, 2006 
  Total submitted to Supervisor………………………………………..$  2,985.00 

   * * * * * * *   

On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

  RESOLVED that the third Tuesday of each month be and the same is hereby designated as the 
regular meeting date of the Town Board of the Town of Rye for the year 2007 and 
   BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that at such meetings the Town Board will follow ROBERT’S 
RULES OF ORDER, with a three-minute limit for each person to speak on any issue, shall be adhered to 
during the proceedings. 
            ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
            NOES:       None 
            ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana 
                       * * * * * * * 
 On  motion  of   Councilperson  Villanova,  seconded  by  Councilperson Mendicino, the    
following  Resolution was adopted: 
  
 RESOLVED, that the JOURNAL NEWS and the WESTMORE NEWS are designated as the 
Official Newspapers of the Town of Rye for publication of notices, resolutions or ordinances affecting 
the Town of Rye for the year 2007. 
  
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:        Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito    
 NOES:        None 
 ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana  
        * * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova,  the following  

Resolution was adopted: 

 RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye be and they are hereby designating a Representative and 
Alternate, respectively, to be named at a later date to attend the Annual Meeting of the Association of 
Towns to be held in New York City, February 18 – 21, 2007  
  
 ROLL CALL:       
 AYES:        Councilperson Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:        None 
           ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana 
  * * * * * * *  
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 On motion of Councilperson Villanova seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
            RESOLVED, that by virtue of Article 4, Section 64 of the Town Law authorizing the Town 
Board  to designate, by resolution, the banks and trust companies  in this State in which the Supervisor, 
Town Clerk, Receiver of Taxes and Councilpersons shall deposit all monies coming into their hands, the 
Town  Board  does  hereby  designate the  following  as  an additional  depository for the year 2007 who  
have complied with requirements laid down by the Board for the depositories of funds for the Town of 
Rye: 
 Hudson Valley Bank, 21 Scarsdale Road, Yonkers, New York  10573   
 MBIA, Municipal Investors Service Corp., CLASS Product, 113 New King St., Armonk, NY 10504            
 M & T Bank, Hudson Valley Div., 303 S. Broadway, Suite 130, Tarrytown, NY 10591         
 Commerce Bank, N.A., 6000 Atrium Way, Mt. Laurel, New Jersey 08054 
 USA Bank, 211 Irving Avenue, Port Chester, New York 10573 
           
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:              Councilpersons Mendicino, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito        
 NOES:              None 
            ABSENT:         Councilperson Lagana  
 ABSTAINED:  Councilperson Borrelli                                                 
                              * * * * * * *       
 On   motion   of   Councilperson Villanova, seconded   by   Councilperson Mendicino, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Supervisor, Deputy Supervisor, Town Clerk, Three (3) Deputy Clerks, Three 
(3) Councilpersons, Receiver of Taxes, three (3) Tax/Assessment Aides, Bookkeeper, four (4) Town 
Attorneys, two (2) Town Justices, Cashiers, Ticket Collectors, Crawford Park employees and all other 
Town of Rye employees are to be covered under a Blanket Undertaking, issued by a duly authorized 
Corporate Surety as Agent for and authorized for covering officers, clerks and employees, it is 
 RESOLVED, that Rosen & Company, 145 Bedford Road, Armonk, New York, as agent, is 
authorized to issue a Blanket Undertaking from the Hartford Insurance Co., Hartford, Connecticut, for 
those listed and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the coverage by said undertaking be in the amounts authorized by the Town 
Board for a period commencing January 1, 2007 and ending January 1, 2009. 
 WHEREAS, the Supervisor, Deputy Supervisor, Town Clerk, three (3) Deputy Clerks, three (3) 
Councilpersons, Receiver of Taxes, three (3) Tax/Assessment Aides, two (2) Town Justices, three (3) 
Court Clerks, Town Comptroller, four (4) Town Attorneys, one (1) Bookkeeper, Cashiers, Ticket 
Collectors, Superintendent of Highways and all other Town of Rye officers, clerks, and employees are 
covered and to be covered under a Blanket Undertaking, as authorized by Section 11, subdivision 2 of 
the Public Officers Law, and 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board has required that the positions of each employee be covered in the 
following amounts: 
 Supervisor       $1,000,000 
 Deputy Supervisor        1,000,000 
 Town Clerk            100,000 
 Three (3) Deputy Clerks          100,000 
 Three (3) Councilpersons                     100,000 
 Receiver of Taxes        1,000,000 
 Three (3) Tax/Assessment Aides      1,000,000 
 Two (2) Town Justices          100,000 
 Three ( 3) Court Clerks                     100,000 
 Town Comptroller        1,000,000 
 Four (4) Town Attorneys          100,000 
 Bookkeeper            100,000 
 Cashiers            100,000 
 Ticket Collectors           100,000 
 Superintendent of Highways                     100,000 
 All other Town of Rye officers, clerks and employees      100,000  
 each and; 
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 WHEREAS, said law permits, with the consent and approval of the officers or governing body to 
procure a Blanket Undertaking from any duly authorized Corporate Surety covering officers, clerks and 
employees, and 
   
 WHEREAS, said section requires such Blanket Undertaking to indemnify against losses: 
 

(a) through the failure of the officers, clerks and employees covered there under faithfully to 
perform their duties or to account properly for all monies or property received by virtue of 
their positions or employment, and 

(b) through fraudulent or dishonest acts committed by the officers, clerks and employees covered 
there under. 

 
 AYES:              Councilperson Mendicino, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito               
 NOES:              None 
            ABSENT:         Councilperson Lagana 
 ABSTAINED:  Councilperson Borrelli   
 
          * * * * * * *  

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 

Resolution was adopted:    

 RESOLVED, that SALVATORE BAMBARA,  residing at 17  Alto Avenue, Port Chester, New 
York, be and is hereby designated  to provide Bailiff services to the Justice Court of the Town of Rye, 
New York, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that he be compensated for such services in the amount not to 

exceed $3,000.00 per year. 
 
ROLL CALL:    
AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:       None 
ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana 

        * * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

            RESOLVED, that all authorized personnel of the Town of Rye using their own vehicles for Official   
Business,  be  compensated  at  the  rate  of   $.35 per  mile  commencing  January 1, 2007, and 
  
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said personnel shall be required to keep a mileage log of each 
and every such trip made, which will be reviewed by the Supervisor or designated Confidential Secretary 
before payment is approved. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
 NOES:       None 
            ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana 
        * * * * * * *    
           On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded   by   Councilperson   Mendicino, the following  
Resolution was adopted: 
  
           RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk be and is hereby authorized to publish notices, resolutions or 
ordinances in the Official Newspapers, when and if she deems it advisable or necessary. 
       
            ROLL CALL:     
     AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:       None         
             ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana               
                 * * * * * * *    
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 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following  
Resolution was adopted: 
  
            RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be and hereby is authorized to file his Annual Supervisor's 
Report within one hundred twenty (120) days after the close of the year and to publish the same. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:      None   
            ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana   
 
       * * * * * * *         
      
 On motion of Councilperson  Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 RESOLVED,  that approval is granted for the payment of dues to the Association of Towns  of  
the  State of  New  York  for  the  year  beginning  January 1, 2007  in  the  amount of  
 $1,100.00. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:         Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito   
NOES:         None           
ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana 
 

       * * * * * * * 
  

 On   motion  of  Councilperson Borrelli,  seconded  by  Councilperson Villanova,   the    
following Resolution was adopted: 
 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Robert A. Morabito be and is authorized to advance Town Funds, 
up to $85,000.00, to run the day-to-day basic operation of Rye Town Park and/or Rye Town Park 
Commission. 

 
FURTHER RESOVED, that a monthly report of expenditures be furnished by the Town 

Comptroller to the Town Board. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito      

 NOES:       None 
            ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana 
   
      * * * * * * * 

 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that as per Section 77B of the Municipal Law of the State of New York, 
Department Heads and/or employees attending meetings, conferences, training schools, etc.  on behalf 
of the Town of Rye, New York, must receive approval from the Town Board . 
  
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:       None 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana 

                                                 

    * * * * * * *    
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 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
            RESOLVED,  that   as per Section 29 (3) of the Town Law of the State of New York, monies 
shall be disbursed only by checks payable to the person or persons entitled thereto by facsimile 
signatures of the  Supervisor  and Comptroller of the Town of Rye, as reproduced by a machine or 
device  commonly known  as a  check signer. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  

NOES:       None 
ABSENT:  Councilperson  Lagana 

 
      * * * * * * *         
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that federal legislation be enacted to designate December 15 “Bill of Rights Day” 
and to declare that date a national holiday.           
 
 ROLL CALL: 
           AYES:         Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
           NOES:         None 
          ABSENT:    Councilperson Lagana    
 
      * * * * * * * 
 

Supervisor Morabito thanked Councilman Lagana for serving as Deputy Supervisor for the year 
2006, noting it was a pleasure working with him. 

 
   * * * * * * *  
 

            By virtue of authority invested in him pursuant to law, Supervisor Morabito appointed 
Councilperson Michael Borrelli Deputy Supervisor for the year 2007.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Bernard Abel asked if there was a report concerning Cesar Ruiz since he works for the Town and 
has been in the news regarding the lawsuit brought by the Justice Department with the Village of Port 
Chester. Supervisor Morabito expressed that he would respond to this in his closing statement.  Mr. Abel 
also asked Mr. Morabito, since he now works for the County, who will be providing his benefits.  
Supervisor Morabito responded that this was a personal matter.      
 
       * * * * * * * 
  
Superintendent of Highways Vincent Sapione gave a brief update on the Jefferson Avenue Bridge.  He 
explained that the study is presently in the engineering stage.  Upon completion of  this stage, three 
plans would be presented to the Village of Mamaroneck which then would determine whether the bridge 
needed replacement or restoration. 
 
       * * * * * * * 
 
 A discussion ensued regarding the bond for the new equipment and where it would be stored.  
Councilperson Borrelli mentioned the possibility of using the garage at the entrance of Crawford Park. 
Councilperson Villanova mentioned the location right across from the mansion which is centrally 
located and accessible to power.  Councilperson Villanova suggested getting an RFP for a structure to 
store the equipment and Supervisor Morabito suggested getting an RFP regarding the demolition of the 
property at the gate house which will be condemned due to a fire.  
 
        * * * * * * * 



                January 16, 2007         
       
            
 Councilperson Mendicino questioned that if a board member were to be absent from a meeting, 
should that member be allowed to vote on adopting the minutes.  Supervisor Morabito responded that 
there is no law denying the board member a vote and it is advised that based on the review of the 
meeting tapes and the minutes form the Town Clerk’s office, he or she would have the option of 
abstaining or voting on them.   
 
              * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Borrelli congratulated the Port Chester Seniors on moving into their new Senior 
Center.  He also mentioned that the Rye Brook Seniors will be using the facilities at Crawford Park 
while the floors at their Senior Center are being refinished.   
 
          * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Villanova asked Councilperson Borrelli if the Town of Rye pays a higher 
insurance premium because a Rye Town employee carries fire arms.  Councilperson Borrelli explained 
that Rosen and Company who covers the insurance for the Town of Rye should be contacted for that 
information.  
 
 Councilperson Villanova expressed his feeling that the position of Minority Election Coordinator 
should be non – political.   
 
 Councilperson Villanova felt that when employees are appointed for a position with the Town of 
Rye, they should attend the meeting at which they are to be approved.  
 
  He also mentioned that the Board did a fair job with the budget for 2007, but was confident 
more could have been done to reduce taxes.   
               
          * * * * * * * 
  
 Supervisor Morabito spoke enthusiastically about a meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission 
he attended where a discussion was held to produce additional revenue by allowing Town of Harrison 
residents to attend Rye Town Park. This would increase permit sales and the Town of Harrison would 
also be a willing partner in the subsidy of Rye Town Park.  
 
     In reference to Cesar Ruiz, the Voter and Election Coordinator, the Supervisor commented that  
when Mr. Ruiz first presented his project, Board members  thought that this would be an ideal 
opportunity to educate the schools and organizations on voting rights.  The Supervisor received positive 
feed back  at that time,  and  was saddened to learn about the law suit brought about by the federal 
government against the Village of Port Chester.  He added that while he didn’t agree with the law suit, 
he was surprised at the outcry of many people who felt they were disenfranchised and who are pursuing 
the legal steps available to them.  He felt that if the Village had adopted the project of Voter and 
Election Coordinator at that time, the law suit might have been prevented. He anticipated meeting with 
Mr. Ruiz to discuss the pertinent issues at length.           
 
                         * * * * * * * 
 
      There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by  
Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 P.M. 
 
 
                                                                                                                           Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                           Hope B. Vespia           
                                                                                                                           Town Clerk 
 



 



                                                      MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 20, 2007 

           A meeting of the  Town  Board of the Town of Rye was  held on Tuesday  evening,  February 20,  
2007  at Crawford Park, 122 North Ridge Street, Rye Brook, New York  at  7:30 P. M. with Supervisor 
Robert A.  Morabito presiding. 
 
     PRESENT:  in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, Michael Borrelli, 
    Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia                                                                                 
     ALSO 
     PRESENT:  Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent Sapione, 
   Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Accountant David Brynes, Town  
   Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph Granchelli, Deputy Town 
   Clerk Linda A. Lyons and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 
     
     DEPARTMENT HEADS             
     ABSENT:    Representatives of the Court   
 
      Councilperson William Villanova led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the video 
recorder was in use during the proceedings.  Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer. 
 
      * * * * * * * 

 Town Clerk Vespia stated she had received Affidavits of Publication stating that a Public Notice 
calling for a Public Hearing  to be held on Tuesday, February 20, 2007 at 7:30 P.M. at Crawford Park, 
122 North Ridge Street, Rye Brook, New York.  This Public Hearing was being convened to consider 
the advisability of adopting Local Law No. 1 for the year 2007 entitled, “An Act To Grant Partial 
Exemption From Town Of Rye Real Estate Taxes For Certain Persons With Incomes Who Are 65 Years 
Of Age Or Over.” 
 
  Supervisor Morabito declared the Public Hearing open and asked Assessor Markowitz to 
familiarize those present with the provisions. 
 
 The Supervisor asked if there were any other comments.  There were none.  
  
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously 
adopted, the Public Hearing was closed. 
  
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova and unanimously 
adopted, the amendment to Local Law No. 1 for the Year 2007 was adopted as follows: 

 

TOWN OF RYE 
LOCAL LAW NO. 1 

 

 A Local Law Of The Town Of Rye, “An Act To Grant Partial Exemption From Town Of Rye 
Real Estate Taxes For Certain Persons With Incomes Who Are 65 Years Of Age Or Over.” 
 
Section 1.  Local Law No. 1 For The Year 2007 Of The Town Of Rye Hereby Amends Local Law No. 3                     
                         of  The Year 2002 To Read As Follows: 
   
  I.  Add new subsection (d) to Section 2 as follows: 
   (d) For Assessment Rolls prepared on this basis of taxable status date  
        occurring for the period expiring June 30, 2007 shall be as follows: 

 Income from $0       to $26,000.00……..50% 
 Income from $26,000.01  to $26,999.99……..45% 
 Income from $27,000.00  to $27,999.99……..40% 
 Income from $28,000.00  to $28,999.99……..35% 
 Income from $29,000.00  to $29,899.99……..30% 
 Income from $29,900.00  to $30,799.99……..25% 
 Income from $30,800.00  to $31,699.99……..20% 
 Income from $31,700,00  to $32,599.99……..15% 
 Income from $32,600.00  to $33,499.99……..10% 
 Income from $33,500.00  to $34,399.99……..05% 
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1. Amend Section 6 (a) by changing the amount of $29,899.99  
      to $34,399.99. 

II.  For the period commencing July 1, 2007 and expiring on June 30, 2008: 
 Income from $0                to $27,000.00……..50% 
 Income from $27,000.01  to $27,999.99……..45% 
 Income from $28,000.00  to $28,999.99……..40% 
 Income from $29,000.00  to $29,999.99.…….35% 
 Income from $30,000.00  to $30,899.99……..30% 
 Income from $30,900.00  to $31,799.99……..25% 
 Income from $31,800.00  to $32,699.99……..20% 
 Income from $32,700.00  to $33,599.99……..15% 
 Income from $33,600.00  to $34,499.99……..10% 
 Income from $34,500.00  to $35,399.99……..05% 
2. Amend Section 6 (a) by changing the amount of $34,399.99                            

to $35,399.99. 
 
  III.  For the period commencing July 1, 2008 and expiring on June 30, 2009: 

 Income from $0       to $28,000.00……..50% 
 Income from $28,000.01  to $28,999.99……..45% 
 Income from $29,000.00  to $29,999.99……..40% 
 Income from $30,000.00  to $30,999.99……..35% 
 Income from $31,000.00  to $31,899.99……..30% 
 Income from $31,900.00  to $32,799.99……..25% 
 Income from $32,800.00  to $33,699.99……..20% 
 Income from $33,700.00  to $34,599.99……..15% 
 Income from $34,600.00  to $35,499.99……..10% 
 Income from $35,500.00  to $36,399.99……..05% 
3. Amend Section 6 (a) by changing the amount of $35,399.99 

         to $36,399.99. 
 
IV.   For period commencing July 1, 2009: 
  Income from $0       to $29,000.00….....50% 
  Income from $29,000.01  to $29,999.99……..45% 

 Income from $30,000.00  to $30,999.99……..40% 
 Income from $31,000.00  to $31,999.99….….35% 
 Income from $32,000.00  to $32,899.99……..30% 
 Income from $32,900.00  to $33,799.99……..25% 
 Income from $33,800.00  to $34,699.99……..20% 
 Income from $34,700.00  to $35,599.99……..15% 
 Income from $35,600.00  to $36,499.99……..10% 
 Income from $36,500.00  to $37,399.99……..05% 
4.  Amend Section 6 (a) by changing the amount of $36,399.99 

                       to $37,399.99 
      
  Section  2.  This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

        By Order of The Town Board 
        Town of Rye 
        Hope B. Vespia, Town Clerk 
Effective Date:  February 20, 2007 
         
 The Clerk stated she had received Affidavits of Publication stating that a Public Notice calling 
that a Public Hearing would be held by the Town Board of the Town of Rye on Tuesday, February 20, 
2007 at 7:30 P.M. at Crawford Park, 122 North Ridge Street, Rye Brook, New York.  This Public 
Hearing was being convened to consider the advisability of adopting Local Law No. 2 for the year 2007 
entitled, “An Act In Relations To Property Tax Exemption For Persons With Disabilities And Limited 
Income.” 
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  Supervisor Morabito declared the Public Hearing open and asked Assessor Markowitz to 
familiarize those present with the provisions. 
 
 He asked if there were any other comments.  There were none.  
  
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously 
adopted, the Public Hearing was closed. 
  
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova and unanimously 
adopted, the amendment to Local Law No. 2 for the Year 2007 was adopted as follows: 

 

 

TOWN OF RYE 
LOCAL LAW NO. 2 

 

 

A Local Law For The Town Of Rye, “An Act In Relations To Property Tax Exemption For 
Persons With Disabilities And Limited Income.” 
         
 Section 1.  Local Law No. 2 For The Year 2007 Of The Town Of Rye Hereby  Amends Local Law  No.2 Of 
               The Year 2002 To Read As Follows: 

 
 

I.  Add new subsection (d) to Section 2 as follows: 
(d) For Assessment Rolls prepared on this basis of taxable status date  
     occurring for the period expiring June 30, 2007 shall be as follows: 
 Income from $0       to $26,000.00...…...50%  

    Income from $26,000.01  to $26,999.99……..45% 
 Income from $27,000.00  to $27,999.99……..40% 
 Income from $28,000.00  to $28,999.99……..35% 
 Income from $29,000.00  to $29,899.99……..30% 

    Income from $29,900.00  to $30,799.99……..25% 
 Income from $30,800.00  to $31,699.99……..20% 
 Income from $31,700,00  to $32,599.99……..15% 
 Income from $32,600.00  to $33,499.99……..10% 
 Income from $33,500.00  to $34,399.99……..05% 
1.  Amend Section 6 (a) by changing the amount of $29,899.99  

                   to $34,399. 
             
        

          II.  For the period commencing July 1, 2007 and expiring on June 30, 2008: 
 Income from $0                to $27,000.00……..50% 
 Income from $27,000.01  to $27,999.99……..45% 
 Income from $28,000.00  to $28,999.99……..40% 
 Income from $29,000.00  to $29,999.99.…….35% 
 Income from $30,000.00  to $30,899.99……..30% 
 Income from $30,900.00  to $31,799.99……..25% 
 Income from $31,800.00  to $32,699.99……..20% 
 Income from $32,700.00  to $33,599.99……..15% 
 Income from $33,600.00  to $34,499.99……..10% 
 Income from $34,500.00  to $35,399.99……..05% 
2. Amend Section 6 (a) by changing the amount of $34,399.99 

                        to $35,399.99. 
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     III.   For the period commencing July 1, 2008 and expiring on June 30, 2009: 
 Income from $0       to $28,000.00……..50% 
 Income from $28,000.01  to $28,999.99……..45% 
 Income from $29,000.00  to $29,999.99……..40% 
 Income from $30,000.00  to $30,999.99……..35% 
 Income from $31,000.00  to $31,899.99……..30% 
 Income from $31,900.00  to $32,799.99……..25% 
 Income from $32,800.00  to $33,699.99……..20% 
 Income from $33,700.00  to $34,599.99……..15% 
 Income from $34,600.00  to $35,499.99……..10% 
 Income from $35,500.00  to $36,399.99……..05% 
3. Amend Section 6 (a) by changing the amount of $35,399.99 
      to $36,399.99 
 

IV. For the period commencing July 1, 2009: 
 Income from $0       to $29,000.00…......50% 
 Income from $29,000.01  to $29,999.99……..45% 
 Income from $30,000.00  to $30,999.99……..40% 
 Income from $31,000.00  to $31,999.99…….35% 
 Income from $32,000.00  to $32,899.99……..30% 
 Income from $32,900.00  to $33,799.99……..25% 
 Income from $33,800.00  to $34,699.99……..20% 
 Income from $34,700.00  to $35,599.99……..15% 
 Income from $35,600.00  to $36,499.99……..10% 
 Income from $36,500.00  to $37,399.99……..05% 
4.  Amend Section 6 (a) by changing the amount of $36,399.99 
     to $37,399.99 

   
  Section 2.  This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

 
        By Order of  the Town Board 
        Town of Rye 
        Hope B. Vespia, Town Clerk 
Effective Date:  February 20, 2007 
 
        * * * * * * * 
 
  On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova and unanimously 
adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on December 11, 2006 were approved as presented. 
 
  On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the minutes of the 
meeting held on January 16, 2007 were approved as presented. 
   
          * * * * * * * 
      The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
      TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of January, 2007 
                Total Fees submitted to the Supervisor……………….….…………….....$1,262.90   
 
      RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of January, 2007 
                Transferred to Supervisor, Town of Rye………………....................$30,945,804.92 
                Transferred to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester………...................$ 1,126,041.20       
                Transferred to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook……………………$     259,035.84 
                Total……………………………………………………………….. $32,330,881.96 
    
     CRAWFORD PARK,  
                 For the month of January, 2007…..…………………………………..…$1,395.00  
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On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 

estate of R & L Poningo Street Corp, 131 Poningo Street, Port Chester, New York affecting the parcel of 
real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 136.78, Block 3, Lot 23, County of 
Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor 
in the Town of Rye, and 
  

WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
      2004    1,470,000              1,300,000        170,000 
      2005    1,470,000   1,300,000        170,000     
      2006    1,470,000               1,300,000        170,000                    , and 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 

 
1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 

Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 
 
2. Mark S. Tulis of Oxman Tulis Kirkpatrick Whyatt & Geiger, LLP Special Counsel for the 

Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court orders to 
accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute Stipulations of 
Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

 
3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 

the terms set forth herein. 
 
4.     This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
NOES:     None 

 
     * * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

 
WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 

estate of R & L Poningo Street Corp, 125 Poningo Street, Port Chester, New York affecting the parcel of 
real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 136.78, Block 3, Lot 43, County of 
Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor 
in the Town of Rye, and 
  

WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
      2004    1,700,000              1,525,000        175,000 
      2005    1,700,000   1,525,000        175,000     
      2006    1,700,000               1,525,000        175,000                     , and 
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 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 

 
1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of  
      Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 
 
2.  Mark S. Tulis of Oxman Tulis Kirkpatrick Whyatt & Geiger, LLP, Special Counsel for the 

Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court orders to 
accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute Stipulations of 
Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

 
3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 

the terms set forth herein. 
 
4.     This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:  None 

 
      * * * * * * * 
 

On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

 
WHEREAS, Petitions and Notice of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 

estate of  DPPC Holdings, LP, AVR Port Chester, LLC formerly known as Allan V. Rose, Boston Post 
Road, Port Chester, New York affecting the parcels of real property on the Tax Roll of the Town of Rye 
known as Section 142.53 Block 1, Lot 1,  County of Westchester, State of New York, was duly served 
upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor for the Town of Rye (the “Respondent”), and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 Assessment        
      Year                            From           To                       Reduction       
 
      2003  1,618,500                    1,518,500                          100,000 
          2004            63,397,800                  63,397,800                              -0- 
         2005            63,397,800                  63,397,800                              -0- 
      2006                      63,397,800                  63,397,800                              -0-                        , and 

 
WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 

recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 
 
1. The Supervisor of theTown of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a 

                  Stipulation of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth therein. 
 

2. Mark S. Tulis of Oxman Tulis Kirkpatrick Whyatt & Geiger, LLP, Special Counsel for the 
Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court orders to 
accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute Stipulations of 
Discontinuance of said proceedings.                          
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3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 

the terms set forth herein. 
 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 

            NOES:  None 
 
                 * * * * * * * 
 

On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

 
WHEREAS, Petition and Notice of Petition to review the assessment for taxation of the real 

estate of the Wachovia Corporation, 243 South Ridge Street, Rye Brook, New York affecting the parcels 
of real property on the Tax Roll of the Town of Rye known as Section 141.36, Block 3, Lots 1.1, County 
of Westchester, State of New York, was duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and 
Assessor for the Town of Rye (the “Respondent”), and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
  
               2001                  54,000       31,600        22,400    
    2002        40,000                         28,400                          11,600   
    2003        31,000                         27,250                            3,750   
    2004              1,200,000  1,200,000            -0- 
    2005              1,200,000  1,200,000            -0-  , and  

 
WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 

recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 
 
1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a 

                  Stipulation of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth therein. 
 

2. Mark S. Tulis of Oxman Tulis Kirkpatrick Whyatt & Geiger, LLP, Special Counsel for the 
Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court orders to 
accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute Stipulations of 
Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

 
3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 

the terms set forth herein. 
 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  

            NOES:  None 
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On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

 
WHEREAS, Petition and Notice of Petition to review the assessment for taxation of the real 

estate of Texaco Refining, 223 Boston Post Road, Port Chester, New York 10573 affecting the parcels 
of real property on the Tax Roll of the Town of Rye known as Section 142.45, Block 1, Lot 6, County of 
Westchester, State of New York, was duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor 
for the Town of Rye (the “Respondent”), and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
  
               2001                  28,300       28,300           -0-    
    2002        28,300                         28,300                             -0-   
    2003        28,300                         28,300                             -0-  
    2004              1,550,000  1,375,000       175,000 
    2005              1,550,000  1,450,000       100,000 
    2006                         1,674,000                    1,475,000                         199,000  , and  

 
WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 

recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 
 
1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a 

                  Stipulation of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth therein. 
 

2. Mark S. Tulis of Oxman Tulis Kirkpatrick Whyatt & Geiger, LLP, Special Counsel for the 
Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court orders to 
accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute Stipulations of 
Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

 
3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 

the terms set forth herein. 
 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:  None 
      * * * * * * *  

 
      Resolution Of The Town Board Of The Town Of Rye Establishing A Homestead Base 
Proportion And To Authorize The Town Assessor To File A Statement Of Locally Determined 
Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant To And In Accordance With The Provisions Of Section 1903 Of 
The Real Property Tax Law Commonly Referred To As The “Homestead Tax Option” Based Upon The 
Assessment Roll Completed, Verified And Filed In 2006. 
 
     On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax 
Law (RPTL) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and 
 WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of 
property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property, and      
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 WHEREAS, the Town Board has caused the preparation of an Environmental Assessment Form 
(EAF) dated March 5, 2004, and has carefully reviewed the information contained in the EAF, and 
 WHEREAS,  the Town Board determined that the  Local Law would not result in any potential 
significant adverse environmental significance with respect to the Local Law and the Local Law was 
considered an “unlisted” action the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) based upon that 
determination, and 
 WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local Law 
Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly referred to as the 
“Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate 
property tax rates: a lower rate for residential property owners equal to a rate of 70.331073 (the 

“Homestead Base Proportion”) and a higher rate for all property owners equal to a rate of 29.668927 

(the “Non-Homestead Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of 
Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 
Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2006;         
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board as follows: 
 1.  The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 

70.331073 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 29.668927 and (b) 
authorizes the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions 
Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 
2006.   
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
 
                   * * * * * * * 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, Daniel D. Tartaglia, Esq. Special Counsel to the Town of Rye, has taken leave 
from his practice at the law firm of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP,  
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye requires legal counsel to assist in connection with Article 7 RPTL 
Town Certiorari petitions filed against the town and representation in the court system; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby designates Mark S. Tulis 
of Oxman Tulis Kirkpatrick Whyatt & Geiger, LLP, Special Certiorari Counsel, 120 Bloomingdale 
Road, White Plains, New York 10605, to assist the Town, the Town Assessor, and Town Consultants in 
connection with Article 7 RPTL tax certiorari cases and other matters as determined by the Town 
Supervisor and / or Assessor, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the fee for services rendered by Mr. Tulis is $285.00 per 
hour. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
 
         * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS,  Joseph  A. Vita, residing at 52 Irenhyl Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 10573, 
be and he hereby is appointed as Board of Ethics Attorney, for a one-year term commencing January 1, 
2007 and expiring December 31, 2007, at an annual compensation of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) 
payable in equal bi-weekly installments, and                                           
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 WHEREAS, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 102, Article 8 of the Town Law, as 
amended, all expenses necessarily incurred by authorization of the Town Board and paid by said Ethics 
Attorney in executing the duties of said office, shall be a Town Charge; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Joseph A. Vita shall execute and file the 
necessary Oath of Office within 30 days of said appointment as required by law in the office of the 
Town Clerk. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:    Councilperson Villanova 
 
       * * * * * * * 
 
  On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS,  Jeffrey B. Rednick, residing at 12 Meadowlark Road, Rye Brook, New York, 
10573, be and he hereby is appointed as the Board’s Special Counsel, for a one-year term commencing 
January 1, 2007 and expiring December 31, 2007, at an annual compensation of $7,500.00 payable in 
equal bi-weekly installments, and  
 
 WHEREAS, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 102, Article 8 of the Town Law, as 
amended, all expenses necessarily incurred by authorization of the Town Board and paid by said Special 
Counsel in executing the duties of said office, shall be a Town Charge; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Jeffrey B. Rednick shall execute and file 
the necessary Oath of Office within 30 days of said appointment as required by law in the office of the 
Town Clerk. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  Councilperson Villanova 

      * * * * * * * 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that citing an analysis of Westchester gasoline prices during the past five years, 
County Executive Andy Spano today called on the State Legislature to outlaw zone pricing of gasoline. 
 
 WHEREAS, zone pricing occurs when oil companies charge higher wholesale prices to gas 
station owners in certain geographic areas.  The higher wholesale prices are then passed along to 
consumers.  The Westchester analysis found six areas in the county where it appears zero pricing is a 
factor in prices.  In each of these areas, prices have been significantly above the County average, and 
 
 WHEREAS, “zone pricing is a manipulation of the market and causes consumers in some areas 
of the county to pay significantly higher prices for gasoline than their neighbors in other areas of the 
county,” said Spano.  “There is no good reason for this, and I urge the state Legislature to ban zone 
pricing by passing Assemblyman Richard Brodsky’s bill.” and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County Department of Consumer Protection analyzed gasoline prices in 
Westchester from 2002 – 2006.  The analysis makes it clear that zone pricing occurred in the following 
areas: 
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 Bedford:   15.28 cents per gallon above the county average for 5 years; 20.2 cents per gallon more in 2006. 

 Katonah:  14.96 cents per gallon above the county average for 5 years; 16.2 cents per gallon in 2006. 

 Rye:   8.58 cents per gallon above the county average for 5 years; 14.6 cents per gallon more in 2006. 

 Port  Chester:  5.66 cents per gallon above the county average for 5 years; 8.1 cents per gallon in 2006. 

 Croton:  4.32 cents per gallon above the county average for 5 years; 6.7 cents per gallon more in 2006. 

             Somers:  3.78 cents per gallon above the county average for 5 years; 6.0 cents per gallon more in 2006.            

    
 WHEREAS, zone pricing was especially pronounced last year, when gas prices rose to all-time 
highs during the summer before dropping late in the year.  The analysis also showed that zone pricing 
occurs consistently on a month to month basis, and  
 

 WHEREAS, “The numbers speak for themselves,” said Gary Brown, director of Consumer 
Protection.  “Zone pricing causes consumers in the six affected communities to pay consistently higher 
prices for gas.”, and 
 

 WHEREAS, County Legislator Michael B. Kaplowitz, chairman of the Board of Legislators’ 
Budget & Appropriations Committee, joined Spano in seeking relief at the gas pump for Westchester 
consumers.  In 2005, Kaplowitz, a long-time advocate of a ban on zone pricing, authored a resolution 
passed by the county Board of Legislators calling on the state Legislature to pass the bill sponsored by  
Assemblyman Brodsky that would prohibit the practice in New York State; 
 

 NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the said “Zone pricing distorts the free market 
because gasoline dealers almost always must franchise agreements stipulating that the dealers must 
purchase products from a single supplier,” said Kaplowitz.  “Under these agreements, gas dealers cannot 
shop for a cheaper supply.  Then the wholesale price they are forced to pay is fixed by the oil 
companies, using factors that are beyond the laws of economics, but determined by simply how wealthy 
a community is or immobile a community is.  “This practice is crippling small and independent dealers 
and, by extension, the consumer.”    
 

CHART SHOWING ZONE PRICING 

  2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
Average price 

diff. 

County-wide $1.569 $1.823 $2.113 $2.576 $2.889   

Bedford $1.681 $1.961 $2.289 $2.712 $3.091 15.28 cents 

(+11.2) (+13.8) (+17.6) (+13.6) (+20.2)   

Croton 
$1.604 $1.882 $2.129 $2.615 $2.956 4.32 cents 

(+3.5) (+5.9) (+1.6) (+3.9) (+6.7)   

Katonah $1.695 $1.992 $2.258 $2.722 $3.051 14.96 cents 

(+12.6) (+16.9) (+14.5) (+14.6) (+16.2)   

Port Chester  
$1.604 $1.854 $2.189 $2.636 $2.970 5.66 cents 

(+3.5) (+3.1) (+7.6) (+6.0) (+8.1)   

Rye $1.614 $1.883 $2.195 $2.672 $3.035 8.58 cents 

(+4.5) (+6.0) (+8.2) (+9.6) (+14.6)   

Somers  $1.592 $1.866 $2.144 $2.608 $2.949 3.78 cents 

(+2.3) (+4.3) (+3.1) (+3.2) (+6.0)   

 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:       None 
 

      * * * * * * * 
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 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova and unanimously 
adopted, Supervisor Morabito was granted permission to respond to the invitation from Anthony M. 
Landi, Commissioner of the Westchester County Department of Environmental Facilities offering 
municipalities to host a Shredmobile event for local residents. The dates selected by the Town Board 
were May 12, 2007 or May 19, 2007.  The event must take place in April or May of 2007 and was going 
to showcase the new Shredmobile to  local residents, who could  bring up to two file boxes of 
confidential personal papers for shredding.  Paper generated by businesses, schools, institutions, 
government or municipal offices were to be excluded. Attached were specification sheets, which 
outlined details of the event, plus a Letter Agreement that must be executed by the participating 
municipalities.  

 
* * * * * * *  

     
     On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following two 
Resolutions were added to the agenda.   

 
     ROLL CALL 
     AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito      
     NOES:   Councilperson  Villanova 
 
 * * * * * * *    
 

On motion of Councilperson  Lagana,  seconded  by  Councilperson   Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to enter into an agreement with John Zicca  
Landscaping, Inc.  with business located at 432 Willett Avenue, Port Chester, New York, providing  a 
specialized,  reliable, professional type of service for landscaping, plus other services under the 
jurisdiction of the Town of Rye for a period from January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007, and  
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Zicca Landscaping shall provide the Town of Rye for 
such services as per agreement on file in the office of the Town Clerk. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito    
NOES:    Councilperson Villanova   

  
 * * * * * * * 

 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that Paul Jonke, residing at 128 Joe’s Hill Road, Brewster, New York, 10509, be 
and he hereby is designated as Town Certiorari and Assessment Review Consultant of the Town of Rye, 
New York, effective January 1, 2007 and ending December 31, 2007, at a fee not to exceed thirty 
thousand dollars ($30,000), except that under certain conditions  where sub-contractors may be required,  
he has to act as coordinator among several experts or retained in a litigation case where an expert 
witness is desired, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the said thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00)  be shared 
with the Villages and Town, for specific parcels as so designated by the Assessor of the Town of Rye. 
 
  ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:    Councilperson Villanova 

 
* * * * * * * 
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          On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was added to the agenda: 

 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 

 WHEREAS, Art. II, Section 1 of the Constitution of the State of New York provides, in part, 
that “Every citizen shall be entitled to vote at every election for all officers elected by the people and 
upon all questions submitted to the vote of the people provided that such citizen is eighteen years of age 
or over . . .”, and 
  
  WHEREAS, Art. II, Section 5, entitled (Registration of Voters) provides, in part, that “Laws 
shall be made for ascertaining, by proper proofs, the citizens who shall be entitled to the right of suffrage 
hereby established, and for the registration of voters; which registration shall be completed at least ten 
days before each election.  Such registration shall not be required for towns and village elections except 
by express provisions of law,” and 
  
  WHEREAS, Section 5-102 of New York’s Election Law provides, in part, that “no person shall 
be qualified to register for and vote at any election unless he is a citizen of the United States,” and 
   
 WHEREAS, Section 5-210 of  Election Law provides, in part, that a person may apply for 
registration upon signing an affidavit which states, in part: 

 
   AFFIDAVIT:  I swear or affirm that: 

    *I am a citizen of the United States. 
    *I will have lived in the county, city or village 
      for at least 30 days before the election. 
    *I meet all the requirements to register to vote 
      in New York State. 
    *This is my signature or mark on the line below. 
    *All the information contained on this application is  
      true.  I understand that if it is not true, I can be 
      convicted and fined up to $5,000 and/or jailed  
      for up to four years,. . . and 
  
 WHEREAS, it is the position of this Town Board of the Town of Rye that notwithstanding the 
provisions of the above requirement, many voters have registered notwithstanding that they are not 
citizens of the United States; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in order to clearly establish that only citizens 

of the United States be entitled to vote at elections, that the State enact legislation requiring proof of 
citizenship, either in the form of a valid birth certificate, or proof of naturalization, be furnished to the 
authorities by any person wishing to register to vote in any future election, and  
  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to our State 
representatives, and also to all municipalities so that similar Resolutions be forwarded to the State 
Legislature to support the requested legislation. 
  
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:        Councilpersons  Mendicino,  Borrelli,  Lagana,  Villanova  and  Supervisor Morabito  
 NOES:        None 
 
 
     * * * * * * *   
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      Joseph Carvin, 55 Hillandale Road, Rye Brook mentioned that he still had issues concerning a 
no-bid contract with Zicca Landscaping.  He explained that Zicca Landscaping might offer the best 
service at the cheapest cost and by putting that out to bid would avoid suspicion and erase any 
appearance of impropriety. Mr. Carvin also mentioned that he submitted “FOILS” requesting the work 
Mr. Jonke performed for the town, but had not yet received sufficient information.  He also discussed 
the homestead and non-homestead portion of taxes and the possible increase in the residential share.  
Supervisor Morabito asked Assessor Markowitz to clarify the ratio.            
            
                                                                       * * * * * * *                     
      
 Linda Turturino, 94 Birch Street, Port Chester, New York stated that she had  put in a “FOIL” 
requesting the work that Cesar Ruiz had completed regarding his position as Voter and Education 
Coordinator.  She had received January, 2006 through November, 2006. She felt the information 
received was a very basic form and the amount of hours was unacceptable. Supervisor Morabito 
concluded that he had accepted the resignation of Cesar Ruiz.  When asked if that open position would 
be filled, Supervisor Morabito explained that the Town Board would set up a panel consisting of two 
councilpersons from the Board to select a replacement for Mr. Ruiz.            
 
                * * * * * * * 
 
 Richard Abel, Port Chester agreed that John Zicca was a nice guy and he had used him, but 
challenged the method of how he got hired using Town dollars. He felt that since Supervisor Morabito 
also had used Zicca Landscaping for his home, he should rescind his vote as he did last year. Supervisor 
Morabito agreed that he was remiss on rescinding his vote.     
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Mendicino updated the Board on the defibrillator explaining that it had been 
ordered and the delay was due to a quality-control issue at the factory. She also asked for any 
information regarding the demolition of the gate house at Crawford Park.  Supervisor Morabito said he 
would discuss the matter in his comments. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Borrelli, the liaison for Crawford Park, announced Eleanor Herman was stepping 
aside from her position as President of the “Friends of Crawford Park” and would be receiving the title 
as “President Emeritus”. He thanked her for her ten years of dedication and countless accomplishments 
in the beautification and use of the Park. He had attended a meeting with the “Friends of Crawford Park” 
who were in the process of recruiting new members. Other discussions included the continuance of the 
walking trail and moving forward quickly with the soccer field. Councilperson Borrelli was in the 
process of setting up meetings with the Crawford Park and Rye Town Park Staff members to set up 
parameters for the parks.   
                * * * * * * * 
 

Councilperson Lagana asked for the status on the 2006 financial report.  
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Villanova was glad to see that the Village of Port Chester took the lead in 
championing the restoration of the Civil War Monument Park.  
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Villanova asked Town Attorney Mann if he had prepared a RFP (“Request for 
Proposal”) for the demolition of the garage at the entrance of Crawford Park.  He also asked Mr. Mann 
if an employee were hired by resolution, would that be considered a contract or a professional service. 
He stated that if one specific person received over $20,000.00 for services rendered, that should be put 
out to bid.           



                     
              
                                 February 20, 2007 
   
 
  Councilperson Villanova mentioned that he had contacted Rosen and Company and had spoken 
to someone about his concern regarding the Town being properly insured for employees carrying 
firearms.     He also stated that he would hold off until the March meeting to discuss the seminar he had 
attended in New York at the Association of Towns Annual Conference.   
 
                                   * * * * * * * 
 
 
 Supervisor Morabito announced that the 2007 Westchester County Tax rate would be reduced 
due to the revaluation.  He also mentioned that the Town had received a third check from the State of 
New York Office of Real Property Services for $53,060.00 for assessing properties at 100% full value.  
He also stated that the Town would be drawing simple bid specifications for the demolition of the Gate 
House and explained that it was required to make sure the property would be clean and free from any 
contamination.  He mentioned that the Town of Rye was the only entity eligible to apply for a Legacy 
Grant and to receive Legacy Money, but what was needed was land. He had met with Superintendent 
Carlisle, the Port Chester School Board members, and Village of Rye Brook Mayor Larry Rand 
regarding the property at the middle school. That project would be available to all residents and would 
include lighted fields, turf, two soccer fields, a girls’ softball field, and the actual building of a “Miracle 
Field” which would accommodate children with special needs.  He concluded that County Legislature 
Martin Rogowsky would be meeting with board members and Superintendent Carlisle.  Everyone agreed 
that that would be a win-win project.                       
 
      * * * * * * *   
 
 
     There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson 
Villanova and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 P.M. 
 
                                          
                                                                                                                      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                   
                                                                                                                      Hope B. Vespia 
                                                                                                                      Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
       



 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                              
  

                                                                                                         
                    

 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
  
  



MEETING HELD MARCH 21, 2007 
 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Wednesday evening, March 21, 
2007, at Crawford Park, 122 North Ridge Street, Rye Brook, New York at 8:00 P.M. with Supervisor 
Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
  
 PRESENT:  in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, Michael                          
          Borrelli, Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons           
            ALSO                
            PRESENT: Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent                    
           A. Sapione, Town Accountant David Byrnes, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, 
           Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph Granchelli, and 
           Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 
  
 DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 ABSENT:    Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia and Representatives of the Court 
 
 Vincent Sapione led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the video recorder was in use 
during the proceedings.  Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer. 
      * * * * * * *      
 On motion of Councilperson  Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, and unanimously 
adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on February 20, 2007 were approved as presented. 
                 * * * * * * * 
 Supervisor Morabito noted that an error had been made on a Resolution adopted at the last 
meeting, wherein he had approved the hiring of John Zicca as Landscaper and he wanted to change his 
vote to “Abstaining” as he had a personal conflict with this.  He asked the Town Attorney for his 
opinion, which was to rescind the incorrect Resolution and to adopt another. 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the Resolution 
adopted on February 20, 2007 was rescinded. 

 
On   motion of  Councilperson   Lagana,    seconded   by  Councilperson Borrelli, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 

 RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to enter into an agreement with John Zicca 
Landscaping, Inc., with business located at 432 Willett Avenue, Port Chester, New York, providing  a 
specialized,  reliable, professional type of service for landscaping, plus other services under the 
jurisdiction of the Town of Rye for a period from January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007, and   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Zicca Landscaping shall provide the Town of Rye for 
such services as per agreement on file in the office of the Town Clerk. 
 
   ROLL CALL: 

  AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, and Lagana  
  NOES:      Councilperson Villanova   

   ABSTAINED:   Supervisor Morabito        
    
 Councilman Borrelli commented on Zicca Landscaping and mentioned just a few of the projects 
he had done.  He built the patio and stone wall at the Grace Church Street Firehouse at cost. He planted 
new plants at the islands at the intersections of Puritan Drive and Glen Avenue and at the intersections 
of Puritan Drive and Indian Road at no charge.  He constructed the stone wall at Crawford Park for the 
“Friends of Crawford Park” at a cost of $6,500.00 when bids were $18,000 to $24,000.   
      * * * * * * *       
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of February, 2007 
  Total fees submitted to the Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $        980.32 
  
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of February, 2007 
  Deposit to Supervisor, Town of Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,655,043.41 
  Deposit to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      75,961.08 
  Deposit to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,852,517.65 
  Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,583,522.14 
  
 CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of February, 2007 . . . . . . . . . . . . $       2,020.00 
 
 
 
                                March 21, 2007 



 
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca explained that the state-mandated new additional detailed information  
be included on the tax bills, therefore changing the format of the bill.  The information would include 
the assessed value of the exemptions applied to the veterans, disabled, seniors and the STAR program 
and also the percentage of the change.  He was working with KVS to update the system. 
 

 Councilperson Mendicino asked the Receiver of Taxes about the status of the list of outstanding 
back taxes.  Mr. Mecca explained that he was working with In-Rem Attorney Anthony Carbone. 
 
      * * * * * * *       
 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
             RESOLVED, that Paulette Gabbriellini, 919 Grove Street, Mamaroneck, New York, be and she 
hereby is appointed a member of the Town of Rye Board of Assessment Review to fill the unexpired term 
of Beth Hofstetter, recently resigned, for a term commencing immediately and expiring September 30, 
2008, subject to approval of the State Board of Equalization and Assessment and the satisfactory 
completion of any training requirements, at an annual compensation of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00), 
and  
  
           BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall cause the said Paulette Gabbriellini to 
take and file the necessary Oath of Office forthwith. 
 
            ROLL CALL: 
            AYES: Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
            NOES:  None 
 
 Supervisor Morabito thanked Mrs. Hofstetter for the many years she had served on the Board of 
Assessment Review. 
 
 Councilperson Villanova questioned how the appointments to the Board of Assessment Review 
were made.  Supervisor Morabito explained that the appointments to the Board were recommended by 
the villages. 
 
      * * * * * * *       

 
On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 

Resolution  was adopted: 
  
            RESOLVED,  that Nicholas C. Mecca,  residing at  45 Alto Avenue,  Port Chester,  New York,  
be and he hereby is designated as  Election Coordinator/Custodian of Voting Machines for the Town of 
Rye, and 
  
             BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that he be compensated for such service in the amount of six 
thousand dollars ($6,000.00) for the year commencing January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None  
 
 
      * * * * * * 
 
 
 Councilperson Villanova questioned the status on the new voting machines and asked if the old 
voting machines would still be used.  Election Coordinator Mecca explained that they would be used 
and that a directive was received from the Board of Elections that the Town would still take an active 
part, such as ordering parts for the machines, but the Board of Elections would be billed for such.  He 
also hoped to receive information regarding the new machines at next Thursday’s meeting to be held at 
the Board of Elections. 

   
* * * * * * 
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                       The following letter was received from John P. Swick, Recreation Leader, Village of Rye Brook, dated  
 February 28, 2007 and addressed to the Supervisor: 

Dear Honorable Robert A. Morabito:  
 Rye Brook Recreation is requesting use of Crawford Park for our Kindergarten T-Ball program, 
Rookie League program and Men’s Softball. 
 Kindergarten T-Ball will take place on Tuesdays, 3:00pm – 5:30pm from April 10th – June 5th.  
For this program we will need use of the softball field and the field adjoining the softball field.  We 
would also need use of the bathrooms. 
 Rookie League will take place on Wednesdays, April 11th & April 18th from 3:30pm – 5:30pm.  
For this program we will need use of the softball field and the field adjoining the softball field.  We 
would also need the use of the bathrooms. 
 The Men’s Softball League will begin April 2nd and run through September 7th (Monday – 
Friday) from 5:15pm – 8pm.  As in the past, we will work out the conflicts in advance of our schedule 
publication.  For this program we will need use of the softball field as well as the use of the bathrooms. 
 Once again this summer, Rye Brook Recreation is planning to have our Day Camp at Crawford 
Park.  We will need to utilize the Pavilion, Monday, June 25th from 9:00am – 3:00pm for our camp 
orientation.  The dates for this year’s camp are July 2nd-August 10th (no camp will be held on July 4th) 
and our camp hours are 8:30am-4:00pm.  We will be planning various activities throughout the park.  In 
the event that any part of the park will not be available to our camp,  we would appreciate notification 
prior to the start of camp, so that we can make other arrangements if necessary.  A meeting has been 
scheduled in the past to deal with this issue, I would like to extend this same opportunity to the Town of 
Rye.  Please contact me at the number  below to schedule a meeting. 
 Last year our camp office was located on the right side of the pavilion, and our medical office 
was located on the left side of the pavilion with our refrigerators in both offices.  We also utilized the 
holding area on the left side of the pavilion.  This set-up seemed to work out well last summer.  We 
would like to utilize the same area this summer.  I would also like to request use of Crawford Mansion 
in case of inclement weather (ex. lightning  or excessive heat). 
 We look forward to working with the Town of Rye for the aforementioned programs.  Should 
you desire to meet with us regarding our usage, feel free to contact me at 939-3235, ext. 117. 
         Sincerely, 
         John P. Swick, Recreation Leader 
  
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously 
adopted, the request was granted. 
      * * * * * * *   
 
           The Deputy Clerk stated she had two items not on the agenda. 
 
 Roll Call on no objections:  Councilman Villanova objected, asking they be tabled until the next 
meeting to which  Supervisor Morabito said he saw no reason they should be tabled.   
 

On motion on Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was added: 

 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to enter into an agreement with Christopher J. 
Cohan, Landscape Architect, 11 Ridgeland Manor, Rye, New York 10580 for landscape architectural 
services to the Town of Rye in the amount of one thousand one hundred dollars ($1,100.00) per month 
for the period from January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2008, and 
 
 RESOLVED, additional expenses shall be billed to the Town of Rye  as they may occur 
including, but not limited to, grant applications preparation, landscape architectural drawings, printing, 
postage, photography and other materials, and 
 
 RESOLVED, Mr. Cohan shall provide the Town of Rye a preferential hourly rate of one 
hundred ten dollars ($110.00) for any additional work as may be required, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said agreement be filed in the office of the Town Clerk of 
the Town of Rye.  
 
            ROLL CALL: 

AYES:        Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:        Councilperson Villanova 
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 Councilperson Villanova questioned the amount of money that Mr. Cohan had received last year 
stating it was over $50,000.00 to which the Supervisor replied he had done work at Rye Town Park 
which was paid by the Rye Town Park Commission.  Mr. Cohan had been the Town’s consultant for 9 
years and been involved in many projects, helping with grants, etc. 
 
      * * * * * * *       
 Roll Call on no objections:  On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson 
Mendicino, the following was added to the agenda with Councilperson Villanova objecting. 
 
 After review of the Sealed Bids received in the Town Clerk’s Office on March 13, 2007 for 
Truck #1: 2007 GMC 3500 regular cab, dual rear wheel, four wheel drive dump with plow and spreader;  
Truck #2:  GMC 2007 9200 GVWR single rear wheel, four wheel pick up truck with plow, as listed on 
the report from the Town Clerk, to which Confidential Secretary Raymond Sculky stated they met the 
specifications. 
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the Bids for Truck 
#1 in the amount of $39,995.00 and Truck #2 in the amount of $26,995.00 were awarded to the 
qualified, low bidder, Willow Motors Corp., 145 South Main Street, Port Chester, New York 10573 as 
per specifications. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:   Councilperson Villanova 
 
      * * * * * * *       
 
 Assessor Markowitz updated the Town Board explaining he would be mailing a letter to all 
homeowners around March 23.    That notice advised town property-owners that a disclosure notice was 
going to be mailed to all owners.  On April 1, 2007 the Town would be mailing a Disclosure Notice as 
required by New York State Law, containing a preliminary property value assessment for 2007. 
 
      * * * * * * *       
 
 Councilperson Villanova had attended the New York State Association of Towns Conference on 
February 19, 2007 in New York City and updated the Board on various workshops he had attended.  He 
talked about a shared municipal feasibility study, government accountability, municipal reflex and how 
each municipality responded, internal control and professional services which didn’t have to be put out 
to bid , but should follow the Procurement Policy.  Mr. Villanova said it was very informative and glad 
he had attended. 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Joseph Carvin, 55 Hillandale Road, Rye Brook congratulated the Board for putting the trucks out 
for bid, but questioned why Zicca Landscaping wasn’t put out for bid.  He asked about reval and the 
residential tax burden increase.  Mr. Carvin also said he had a “FOIL” regarding payment to Paul Jonke 
which he hadn’t heard anything on, and lastly the status of the reval audit and who was conducting it.                                                                                                                                     
 
                 * * * * * * *      
 Robert Nioras, 61 Hillandale Road, Rye Brook explained the makeup of the Town of Rye and 
the responsibilities of assessments, tax collections, licensing, parks, elections, the judicial system, etc.   
He stated the Town had overspent its budget for the past three years by 2.5 million dollars and that 1.3 
million of that amount went toward reval.  

 
Assessor Markowitz explained that in order to maintain an assessment roll that was current and 

correct, outside experts needed to be hired to give advice. One goal of revaluation was to provide 
revenue stability to the taxpayers.  The system utilized by the Town of Rye from 1967 to 2004 relied on 
a fixed assessment base which over time became inaccurate.  The result was the issuance by New York 
State of an equalization rate over which the Town had no control.   Supervisor Morabito stated that 
certain properties such as the Rye Town Hilton, Doral Arrowwood, etc., required specialists and many 
certiorari cases had been settled which involved attorney fees. 

 
                                                              * * * * * * *                                         

 Richard Abel, Port Chester, questioned the salaries and benefits the Supervisor and Board 
Members received and the buy-out if one opted not to take them. 
 

Supervisor Morabito explained new employees would pay 25% towards their benefits and 
existing employees pay 15% and if someone were to retire, that person would continue to pay a 
percentage of the benefits. 



   
                                                      March 21, 2007 
 
 
 Councilperson Borrelli stated he gave more back to the community than he received in salary 
and benefits. 
      * * * * * * *      
 Donald March, Mamaroneck, a historian for the Village of Mamaroneck, was going to make a 
presentation on the preservation of cemeteries in the Rye Neck section of the Town of Rye and to talk 
about a number of small cemeteries in Rye Brook stating that was an important piece of history.    
Supervisor Morabito asked Mr. March to wait until next month’s meeting to make his presentation, but 
in the meantime he would set up a meeting with Mr. March, Mr. Cohan, and the Rye Historical Society. 
 
      * * * * * * *      
 Councilperson Villanova asked if the Rye Town Department of Parks could put in over-time and 
to do some of the work in lieu of paying an outside contractor.  Some employees were attending BOCES 
and by doing so they could take a more active role in the Town rather than hire an outside contractor.  
With regards to the Board of Ethics the date, time and place of a meeting was public information, but 
not the topic.  Councilperson Lagana said Mr. Vita, Board of Ethics Attorney, had sent out letters to  
members of the committee to set up a meeting.     
 
 Councilperson Villanova questioned the reval audit status and the Town of Rye’s impending 
value of the Town’s current Certioraris.  
 
 Councilperson Villanova stated Robert’s Rules of Order allowed each person to speak three 
minutes and an additional but not consecutive three minutes on the same subject.   
 
      * * * * * * *      
 Councilperson Lagana discussed reval and stated Homestead had created a stronger taxable 
assessment base for our taxpayers.  
 
 Supervisor Morabito stated because of reval, the data was favorable for Rye Neck. In 1994 they 
wanted to do a county-wide reval, but the governor vetoed it.  The bottom line was that it was the only 
way to have a fair market value which was favorable to everyone. 
 
 Councilperson Borrelli said the reval study process was open to the public, and asked why was 
everyone coming forward now.  He also stated regarding the three minutes rule, he was semi-retired and 
would be willing to work 2-3 hours, a couple days a week, to answer any questions the public might 
have. 
 Councilperson Borrelli questioned the litigation cases pending.  Supervisor Morabito said the 
next meeting, which would be on April 17, 2007, starting at 7:30 P.M. in executive session to discuss 
litigation.  
      * * * * * * *      
 Supervisor Morabito sent his condolences to former Councilperson John Walter and his family 
on the passing of Mr. Walter’s father. 
                                                                        * * * * * * * 

  
Supervisor Morabito announced a 7.81% County Tax reduction.  He also had met with the 

schools to discuss the IMA (Inter Municipal Agreement) with the Town of Rye for the creation of the 
Legacy Field at the Port Chester Middle School.   That would also include a Miracle Field.  The 
scheduling of the activities would be handled by the Villages of Port Chester and Rye Brook Recreation 
Departments.  He mentioned that on Friday, April 13 and Saturday, April 14 at Playland Park, Rye, 
N.Y., Westchester County would have the  “2007 Household Chemical Clean-Up Day” and on Saturday,  
May 12  the “Shred Mobile”, sponsored by the Town of Rye, would be held in the parking lot at 10 
Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York.  That was for residences only, not businesses.  The Supervisor had 
met with Mr. Neri of Neri’s Bakery to discuss making a two-tier parking garage at 10 Pearl Street, at no 
cost to the Town, giving the bakery air rights.  The hiring of an Election Minority Voter Coordinator 
was discussed.  The Supervisor and Councilperson Borrelli discussed fixing up the field at Crawford 
Park for youth soccer by repairing the field for proper drainage, aerating, seeding and rolling it. 

 
      * * * * * * *  
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Supervisor Morabito congratulated Mr. Dennis Pilla on his election as mayor of the Village of 

Port Chester. 
       
      * * * * * * * 
  
            There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by 
Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 P.M. 
           
 
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
         Linda A. Lyons 
         Deputy Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
        
 
 
 
 



MEETING HELD APRIL 17, 2007 

 
          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Wednesday evening, 
April 17, 2007 in the Courtroom, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, at 7:30 P.M. with Supervisor 
Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
  
            PRESENT: in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, Michael J.         
          Borrelli, Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia  
   

ALSO 
            PRESENT:  Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. 
          Sapione, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, 
          Town Comptroller Joseph Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and 
          Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 
             
                                                                                                

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
            ABSENT:      Representatives of the Court 

             
 Goldie Solomon led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the tape recorder and video 
recorder were in use during the proceedings. 

 
Supervisor Morabito asked for a moment of silence for the passing of Councilperson Lagana’s 

uncle, Gaetano “Guy” Loizzo and Guy’s mother, Maria Loizzo and a cousin, Frank Accurso, Sr. who 
passed away last week.  Both Guy and his mother were avid lovers of Crawford Park and were loved by 
the Friends of Crawford Park. Guy often volunteered his gardening and planting skills at the park. 

 
Supervisor Morabito also mentioned the passing in Georgia of Sergeant Walter McClain, a 

former member of the Port Chester Police Department and former head of the NAACP, and Dana 
Gioffre, the wife of Fred Gioffre, former Rye Town Councilperson and GOP leader in the Town of Rye 
who waged a long battle with cancer.  Supervisor Morabito extended his heartfelt condolences to the 
families of the departed and asked those present to bow their heads in a moment of silence for Gaetano 
Loizzo, Maria Loizzo, Frank Accurso Sr., Walter McClain and Dana Gioffre. 
 
 Councilperson Borrelli requested a moment of silence for the thirty-three students who lost their 
lives at Virginia Tech and their families.  Councilperson Borrelli then read the Opening Prayer. 
 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova and unanimously 
adopted, the minutes of March 21, 2007 were approved as presented. 
 

 *    *    *    *    *     * 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of March, 2007 
  Total fees submitted to the Supervisor…………………………………$1,331.63 
  
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of March, 2007 
  Deposit to Supervisor, Town of Rye…………………………………$773,821.65 
  Deposit to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester………………………..$112,284.67 
  Deposit to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook…………………………$589,174.12 
                    $1,475,280.44 
 
 CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of March, 2007………………………….$3,385.00 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
  A Public Hearing date was set for Tuesday, May 15, 2007 at 7:30 P.M. regarding the 
advisability of adopting Local Law  No. 3 which would allow the Town of Rye to assess new 
condominium conversion properties in the same manner as single family homes.  Assessor Markowitz 
explained the purpose of that Local Law. 
 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
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Councilperson Mendicino explained that through the assistance of Assemblyman George Latimer, 
the Town of Rye had obtained two defibrillators.  She thanked the two gentlemen present who had come to 
talk briefly about those life-saving devices and asked them to address the Town Board.  Scott Moore, 
Administrator, for Emergency Services for Port Chester and Rye Brook and Walter Alcivar from the 
Port Chester Police Department who was in charge of most of the training, introduced themselves.  
Officer Alcivar briefly demonstrated the process and answered questions from Board members.  He 
explained that detailed training for CPR and for the defibrillator would be available to members of the 
Town of Rye at the Port Chester EMS facility on April 30, 2007.  Supervisor Morabito thanked 
Councilperson Mendicino for spearheading that and Assemblyman Latimer for securing a grant for the 
defibrillators. 

 
 *    *    *    *    *     * 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova and unanimously 
adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on March 21, 2007, were approved as presented. 

 
 *    *    *    *    *     * 

 Assessor Markowitz gave a detailed presentation on the state-mandated disclosure notices which 
were mailed on April 1, 2007 from the town Assessment office to property owners. He explained that 
each notice had a “unique identification number” which everyone should have available if they wished 
to call the toll free number 1-866-814-7114 to inquire about their assessments or any other issues 
relative to their value.  The Assessor mentioned the importance of being specific with their concerns 
from April 2, 2007 to May 18, 2007 for an informal valuation review. The back of the notice showed the 
steps that could be taken to have valuations reviewed or to file a grievance, a SCAR or certiorari. The 
intent of that notice was to show graphically how a proposed change in an assessment would affect the 
real estate taxes. Assessor Markowitz further explained that the valuation was based on the July 1, 2006 
date which reflected sales from July 1, 2005 through July 1, 2006 when values of homes and sales were 
still on the rise. The changes in the marketplace with declining sales from July 1, 2006 through July 1, 
2007 would reflect 2008 assessments. 

 *    *    *    *    *     * 
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca gave a presentation of the new format for the 2007 County and Town 
tax bill mailed on April 1 which included additional state-mandated information for the year. He 
explained how the bill defined more information for the amount of exemptions applied. 

 
 *    *    *    *    *     * 

 Supervisor Morabito presented a chart which demonstrated the total tax breakdown for the 
County, Town, Village and School taxes on the property located in the Village of Port Chester and in the 
Village of Rye Brook. 

 *    *    *    *    *     * 
 Supervisor Morabito announced that bids for the Crawford Park Non-Motorized Pedestrian Path 
had been opened and read aloud on April 13, 2007 in the Rye Town Courtroom. Supervisor Morabito 
asked Town Clerk Vespia to report on the bids that had been received. She read the following bids 
starting from the lowest: 
  Xavier Contracting & Construction    $43,250.00 
  68 Gaylor Road 
  Scarsdale, New York 10583 
 
  Luna Landscaping      $46,250.00 
  28 Jefferson Street 
  West Harrison, New York 10604 
 
  ELQ Industries      $47,517.25 
  567 Fifth Avenue 
  New Rochelle, New York 10801 
 
  58A I.V.D. Industries Limited    $62,431.20 
  261 West Lincoln Avenue 
  Mount Vernon, New York 10550 
 
  Avanti Building Construction Corporation   $64,500.00 
  243 West Lincoln Avenue 
  Mount Vernon, New York 10550 
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 Supervisor Morabito asked if anyone had a question with regard to the bids. Councilperson 
Villanova asked if a recommendation had been made on which contractor the Board should contract. 
Supervisor Morabito considered Xavier Contractor the most qualified bidder and had no problem 
accepting that lowest bid based upon the history and installation of the first portion of the beautiful 
walking trail they installed two years ago. Councilperson Borrelli asked about character background 
checks for contractors who had submitted bids and Councilperson Villanova asked if any of those 
contractors had been vetted through New York State as a qualified contractor. He also asked that since 
the grant was worth $50,000.00, what would happen to the remaining balance.  Supervisor Morabito 
explained the last time Xavier Contractors had worked out an arrangement with Friends of Crawford 
Park to continue the trail for additional amount of feet. The Supervisor explained that the bid specs were 
specific with certain qualifications and performances, they were the awarded contractor for the last 
contract and complied with specifications in a timely manner and called for a motion to accept the bid 
with Xavier Contractors. 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the bid for the 
Crawford Park Non-Motorized Pedestrian Path was awarded to Xavier Contractors, 68 Gaylor Road, 
Scarsdale, New York 10583 for the amount of $43,250.00. 
 

 *    *    *    *    *     * 
 Councilperson Villanova asked Assessor  Markowitz if the value of the current and outstanding 
certioraris was available. He explained that due to the interim of changing special counsel and the 
transferring of files, the totals were not available. He added that his focus had been on getting the values 
and notices out for 2007, and concentrating on telephone calls and inquires that might come in. 

 
Councilperson Villanova requested a history of the breakdown percentage of homestead 

properties versus non-homestead. Assessor Markowitz could not locate the actual number, but took a 
look at Board meeting minutes for 2004 which reflected homestead base proportions. He stated that 
clearly there was a difference for pre-revaluation, post-revaluation and the proportions, but due to the 
impact of the homestead tax option, there had not been any real shift. He explained that it had moved in 
a relatively narrow range in the last three years of both up and down slightly, but clearly it had not 
reached any approaching the level of pre-revaluation and that the shift had been fairly consistent. 
Councilperson Villanova added that he was just looking for the number prior to the revaluation. 
Dialogue regarding certiorari refunds made prior to revaluation and the value of outstanding certioraris 
ensued.  Assessor Markowitz hoped to have the requested information available for the June or July 
meeting. 

 *    *    *    *    *     * 
 Raymond Sculky read a report from Department of Public Safety Commissioner Gene Branca 
and Deputy Commissioner Frank Mioli.  Supervisor Morabito explained that Mr. Mioli was to be 
present to give the report, but he was personally affected by the storm and was bailing water from his 
and his neighbor’s basement. The letter stated that all was going well at Rye Town Park. A meeting was 
held last week with the Park Rangers in preparation for the new season. First Aid, CPR and defibrillator 
training would be available for all the rangers and Rye Town Employees interested in being certified. 
They were going under “Code Alarm” training for the entire park staff which was created in 1981 in 
memory of a 6 year-old boy, Adam Walsh. That powerful tool was a six-step process used since 1994 to 
search for the lost and possibly abducted children in tens of thousands of establishments across the 
nation similar to the Town’s beaches and amusement parks. 
 

 *    *    *    *    *     * 
 
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca reported the collection of County taxes was coming in at a good pace. 
Councilperson Mendicino asked about the status of the back tax situation. Mr. Mecca noted that 
$100,000.00 of back taxes had been collected for the month of March, 2007 and that he would be 
meeting with Special Counsel, Anthony Carbone, to go seriously forward with the delinquencies that 
had not come into fruition. 

 *    *    *    *    *     * 
 Superintendent of Highways Sapione mentioned receiving the very comprehensive engineering 
report from Sells Engineering Company regarding the Jefferson Avenue Bridge in Mamaroneck. That 
was a bridge condition valuation and recommendation. Mr. Sapione had reviewed the report and had 
contacted the project engineer from Sells and hoped that a meeting with the engineer and officials from 
Mamaroneck would be arranged soon. 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
        
 



                                    April 17, 2007 
 
 Supervisor Morabito mentioned that Town Attorney Mann had drafted the bids with regard to the 
demolition of the Crawford House and surrounding garages located at the entrance of Crawford Park, 
122 North Ridge Street, Rye Brook. He requested permission from the Board to publish the bid proposal 
for the demolition and to start seeking quotes or prices for the demolition. 
 
 On motion by Councilperson Borelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, Supervisor Morabito 
was granted permission to publish the bid proposal and specifications for demolition and removal of the 
building, detached two-car garage, and small “Maid’s Quarters” located at Crawford Park, 122 North 
Ridge Street, Rye Brook, New York 10573. 
 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
 

 Goldie Solomon, 6 Puritan Drive, Port Chester, New York stated that Port Chester was an 
antique community with too much off the tax rolls and advised the public to get a list of everything 
exempt except for religion. She added that the taxpayers of Port Chester were being killed with taxes of 
all levels because of those that were off the tax rolls. She asked people and taxpayers to unite and 
declare a Boston Tea Party. 
 
 Councilperson Villanova mentioned to Mrs. Solomon that the Board had championed two causes 
for her, regarding the Bill of Rights Day and the Civil War Monument restoration. He addressed the 
statement she had made with specific reference to properties off the tax rolls. He agreed to touch base 
with Assessor Markowitz to identify those properties. 
 
 Mrs. Solomon continued to challenge high taxes and Supervisor Morabito explained that for the 
last two years, the Town of Rye had reduced taxes and through the efforts of the Town and of County 
Legislator Martin Rogowsky, the County taxes had gone down and the school taxes in Port Chester were 
at a 30-year low. He suggested that she file her complaints with other jurisdictions. 
 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
 

Richard Abel, Quintard Drive, Port Chester addressed the comment made by Supervisor 
Morabito regarding the tax rate in the Port Chester School district at record low not just because of the 
revaluation, but because of a windfall received from the state. He also pointed out that some statements 
on the disclosure notices were not correct regarding information on the website. Comparables were not 
available as stated. 

 
Bernard Abel, a resident of Rye Brook, a senior citizen and veteran said he would like to talk 

about himself a little bit. He retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in the Air Force and retired as a combat 
pilot with 28 missions over Europe and wanted to explain what it was like to be in combat. He read a 
memoir of one of his missions. Mr. Abel said that he was bringing that up at the meeting to show that he 
had paid his dues. 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
 

On motion by Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, a recess was 
called at 10:05 P.M. 

 
On motion by Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the meeting was 

reopened at 10:15 P.M. 
*    *    *    *    *     * 
 

Councilperson Villanova asked Assessor Markowitz about the status of the revaluation audit. 
Supervisor Morabito said he was going to discuss that in his comments. Councilperson Villanova 
mentioned that he had an information request since July, 2006 with regards to people receiving benefits 
and how current employees were being reported into the pension system. He asked the Supervisor for 
help in getting that information. Councilperson Villanova also stated that he was still looking for 
information in regards to Mr. Paul Jonke and the rules and regulations for the Ethics Board. 
Councilperson Lagana, a member of the Ethics Board, briefly explained that schedule conflicts had been 
crazy and that a meeting was planned for May 11, 2007. 

 
         
 
 
 



                                    April 17, 2007 
 
 Councilperson Villanova asked Assessor Markowitz with regard to Bernard Abel, the situation 
that the tax break for the veterans was reduced. In 2004, as part of the Town’s revaluation effort a Local 
Law was passed pursuant to the “State Enabling Legislation,” that if a Town did reval, the Town of Rye 
would be allowed to scale up the eligible funds of veterans’ exemption. The Town had passed that Local 
Law which resulted in the maximum value of that exemption going from $5,000 in the year 2003 to 
$244,500 in 2004. The Town had taken an active role in insuring the value of the veterans’ exemption. 
Councilperson Villanova questioned if that current percentage of tax break was post-reval or prior to 
reval. The Assessor explained that it depended on the way the law worked and the law said that it would 
allow a town to scale up the value of the exemption by the number of times the assessment roll went up. 
For example if the assessment roll went up fifty times from 2003 to 2004 so the value of the exemption 
was scaled up fifty times. As it got applied across the board, everybody’s exemption got scaled up fifty 
times. The aggregate and global picture for the Town remained the same. Assessor Markowitz explained 
if there were anyone who saw a reduction in the value in his or her exemption relative to the property, 
was someone who was under-assessed and if there were anyone who saw an increase in the value of the 
assessment was over-assessed. There was a certain amount of fairness to that. 
 
 Councilperson Villanova asked in reference to the recent storm if there were any endorsement 
that the Town Board could pass up to the state. Supervisor Morabito explained that the County 
Executive did issue a mandate and sent a press release stating if the County of Westchester including the 
towns and villages incurred a liability of above $13,400,400, it would be considered a disaster and the 
Town would be entitled to FEMA. Supervisor Morabito suggested that if anyone had damage and had a 
claim, that person should document the bills, take photographs and keep a description of exactly what 
happened. Once the information was sent to the County to compile and the damages exceed 
$13,400,400, that person would qualify for FEMA. 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
 
 Councilperson Lagana complimented Assessor Markowitz and Receiver of Taxes Mecca on their 
presentations. He was very pleased to get more information to the taxpayers. Regarding reval and the 
disclosure notices, he mentioned that that was a work in progress and that the system worked and got 
fine tuned each year. He thought that prior to reval, the Town was fighting a battle that couldn’t be won 
and added that lawyers had left the town and went to other places to fight the certioraris. He mentioned 
hearing positive feedback from officials from the villages and members of the school boards who 
expressed that they knew that the right thing was done and that was a tough thing to do. Councilperson 
Lagana felt that reval was like an opened-up a check book in the 1960’s and three years ago they started 
to balance it. 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
 
 On motion by Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli a recess was called at 
10:35 P.M. 
 
 On motion by Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova,  the meeting was 
reopened at 10:45 P.M. 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
 Councilperson Mendicino asked if the Town had responded to the Sierra Club’s request at a prior 
meeting by sending a resolution.  Town Clerk Vespia mentioned that the resolutions were sent that 
week. Councilperson Mendicino also noted that she frequently asked about the bond for the vehicles for 
the parks and that they were starting to produce their equipment. 
 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
 Councilperson Borrelli explained that they ran their meetings according to Robert’s Rules of 
Order and Supervisor Morabito was the Chairman of the Board and had the perfect right to run the 
meeting and establish the three-minute limit to speak. He explained that meetings ran so late because 
people disrespected the rules and yelled and screamed and were very disruptive to people in the listening 
audience and to those present. He also felt that one Board member should not cross examine another 
member of the Board. Councilperson Borrelli agreed that he often mentioned the issue regarding voter 
verification and would like to contact the presidents of the Association of Towns or Village Municipal 
Officials to address that topic at their meetings. He asked for the Board’s permission to spend a couple 
of hours on a particular day each week in the Supervisor’s office to assist the public with any questions 
or concerns. 
 
        
 
         



                                  April 17, 2007 
 
 Supervisor Morabito addressed the issue regarding the audit of the reval. He mentioned receiving 
a letter from Lisa Daniels of the I.A.A.O. stating that they started to set up meetings with Assessor 
Markowitz, as well as the outside vendor. Patrick O’Connor was assigned to conduct the audit and an 
extensive resume was sent. Mr. O’Connor would attend the June Board meeting and the work would 
commence within the next month. There was a decision forthcoming from the I.A.A.O regarding the 
ethics issue which should soon be available. Supervisor Morabito gave an update on the walking trail at 
Crawford Park now that the bid was accepted and the grant money procured. Raymond Sculky would be 
working with the contractor to set a time frame not to interfere with the activities and recreational 
programs of the park. 
 
 Supervisor Morabito mentioned that he and Councilperson Lagana had their meetings with 
members of the School Board with regard to the Legacy Fields and the procurement of the grant money. 
County Legislator Martin Rogowsky was present and Assemblyman George Latimer was asked to 
intervene with regards to the property which he had already done. The Supervisor contacted Rye Brook 
Mayor Lawrence Rand, and hopefully representatives from Village of Rye Brook, the School Board and 
the Town would be present at the next meeting scheduled for April 27, 2007. Discussions would 
transpire to build the Legacy Fields for baseball, soccer and girl’s softball as well as the Miracle Field 
for disabled and handicapped children. That project would include building a garage for the Village of 
Rye Brook and a garage for the Port Chester School system. Supervisor Morabito spoke briefly about 
his conversation with Mr. Neri from Neri’s Bakery who was still very much interested in the 
construction of a parking garage in the Town parking lot. A meeting would be set up with his engineer, 
the Town Attorney, and possibly one the building inspectors from Port Chester. Those discussions 
would help decide if the project would go forward. 
 

*    *    *    *    *     * 
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Lagan, seconded by Councilperson 
Borrelli and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 11:05 P.M. 
 
 
                                                     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
            
           Hope B. Vespia 
           Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        (6) 



 

 

MEETING HELD MAY 04, 2007 

 

 

 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Friday morning, May 04, 2007 at  

9:20 A. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, 

with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 

PRESENT:    in addition  to  the  Supervisor  were  Councilpersons  Michele  Mendicino and   

William Villanova and Town Clerk  Hope B Vespia. 

  

           ABSENT:      Councilpersons Michael Borrelli and Dominick Lagana 

  

                 * * * * * * * 

 

           The purpose of this meeting was to change the date of the Public Hearing for Local Law No. 3 

and the regular monthly meeting. 

 

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the Public 

Hearing for Local Law No. 3 and the regular monthly meeting originally scheduled for May 15, 2007 at 

7:30 P.M. to be rescheduled for May 22, 2007 at 7:30 P.M. was approved.   

 

 

                                                                                                Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

                                                                                                Hope B. Vespia 

                                                                                                Town Clerk 

 

 



MEETING HELD MAY 22, 2007 
 
 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, May 
22, 2007 at 7:30 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
    
PRESENT:      in addition  to  the  Supervisor  were   Councilpersons  Michele  Mendicino,  
  Michael J. Borrelli, Dominick Lagana and William Villanova and Town Clerk     
  Hope B. Vespia. 
ALSO  
PRESENT: Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent  of  Highways Vincent  A.  

Sapione,   Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorrney  Monroe Y. 
Mann,  Town Comptroller  Joseph  M. Granchelli,  Deputy Town Clerk Linda 
Lyons and Director of Purchasing Agent Raymond L. Sculky. 

 
DEPARTMENT HEADS  
ABSENT:  Representatives of the Court 
 
 Assessor Mitchell Markowitz led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
Councilperson Borrelli read the opening prayer.  The video and tape recorder were in use during 
the proceedings. 

* * * * * * * 

     Town Clerk Vespia stated she had received an Affidavit of Publication stating that a Notice of 
Publication calling for a Public Hearing to be held  on Tuesday, May 22, 2007 at 7:30 P.M. in 
the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York  to 
consider the advisability of adopting proposed Local Law No. 3, for the year 2007, entitled, 
Local Law to provide a Real Property Tax Law Section 581 (1) (c) to provide that the provisions 
of Real Property Tax Law Section 581 (1) (a) shall not apply to converted condominium units 
within the Town of Rye, was duly published in the  Westmore News on May 11, 2007 duly 
certified by Angelina Brescia, its office assistant. 
          
     Supervisor Morabito declared the Public Hearing open and asked Assessor Markowitz to 
familiarize those present with the provisions. 

        
      Assessor Markowitz stated the purpose of the Hearing was for the Board to consider the 

adoption of a Local Law which would be fair and just that converted condominium units that had 
previously been on an assessment roll as a dwelling unit other than condominium form of 
ownership be assessed in the same manner as other single-family properties.  

 
      Supervisor Morabito declared the Public Hearing open and asked if there was anyone present 

who would like to speak or comment. 
 
      Councilperson Villanova mentioned that it was only a Public Hearing and that there would be 

no vote that evening.  He mentioned that the Board had the opportunity to seek information from 
the villages or anyone from the school districts through Assessor Markowitz and if there was any 
negative feedback, the vote could be affected.  

 
      The Supervisor stated that that would only enhance revenues for those villages and schools. 
  
      Councilperson Villanova added that the meeting would be televised and anyone could come 

to the Board with any information negative or positive. 
 
      Supervisor Morabito requested that Assessor Markowitz enclose a copy of the proposed Local 

Law and send it to Chris Bradbury, Kean & Beane and the School Boards, out of courtesy.   
  
      Assessor Markowitz wished to make a comment about time.  Time from his standpoint was of 

the essence.  He had a June 1 assessment roll date.   
 
           Supervisor Morabito acknowledged the concern of the Assessor and asked for a motion to 

approve with the provision that Mr. Markowitz send a letter to all the jurisdictions involved as of 
tomorrow. The Supervisor also acknowledged Councilperson Villanova’s concern.   

   
     Assessor Markowitz addressed the concerns of the issue and mentioned having discussions 

with  Maura McAward, the Assistant Superintendent of the Port Chester School District which 
was the only school district impacted by that law and as far as he knew they were fully in favor 
of the matter. Supervisor Morabito commented on a favorable response from the Port Chester 
School District stating that that only added to their revenue resource.  



 
     The Supervisor asked for any other comments from the public with regards to the Public 

Hearing. 
           Supervisor Morabito then closed the Public Hearing. 
 
      On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, Local Law No. 3 

for the year 2007 was adopted as follows:   
      

      Town of Rye 
Local Law No. 3 of the Year 2007  

  

           An Act in relation to Real Property Tax Law Section 581 (1) (c) the provisions of Real 
Property Tax Law Section 581 (1)(a) shall not apply to converted condominium units within the 
Town of Rye. 
 

On motion by Councilperson Lagana and seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Local Law No. 3 for the year 2007 was adopted: 

 
WHEREAS, Section 581(1) of the New York State Real Property Law sets forth the 

procedures for the assessment of residential cooperative, condominium and rental property, and 
 

WHEREAS,  Section 581(1)(a) provides in part that cooperatives and condominiums be 
assessed at a sum not exceeding the assessment which would be placed upon such parcel were the 
parcel not owned or leased by a cooperative corporation or on a condominium basis, and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 581(1)(c) provides that Section 581(1)(a) will not apply to a converted 
condominium unit in a municipal corporation which has adopted, prior to the taxable status date of 
the assessment roll upon which its taxes will be levied, a Local Law providing that the provisions of 
Section 581(1)(a) not apply to converted condominium units within that municipal corporation, and 
 

WHEREAS, it is fair and just that converted condominium units that had previously been 
on an assessment roll as a dwelling unit in other than condominium form of ownership be assessed 
in the same manner as other single-family properties, and 
 

WHEREAS, proper and due notice of a public hearing to consider the adoption of the 
provisions of Section 581(1)(c) of the Real Property Tax Law has been promulgated, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye has duly conducted a Public Hearing 
with respect to such proposed law; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye 
that the following Local Law be enacted:   
 
 Pursuant to Real Property Tax Law Section 581 (1)(c), the provisions of Real Property Tax 
Law Section 581 (1)(a) shall not apply to converted condominium units within the Town of Rye.” 
 
 This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.  

      By Order of  The Town Board 
      Town of Rye, New York 
      Robert A. Morabito, Town Supervisor 
        Hope B. Vespia, Town Clerk 
Effective Date:  May 22, 2007    
          

     ROLL CALL:    
     AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
     NOES:     Councilperson Villanova                             
        
              

              
  On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and 

unanimously adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on April 17, 2007 were approved as 
presented. 

                  * * * *  * * *  
   On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino and 

unanimously adopted, the minutes of  the meeting held onMay 04, 2007 were approved as 
presented.      

 
        * * * * * * *       



  The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of April, 2007: 
   Total submitted to Supervisor………………………………………….$1,312.35 
 
  RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of April, 2007: 
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye…………………….…….$26,190,093.34 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of  Port Chester………………...       $56,565.30 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook..………………….___$15,208.04 
                              
              Total……………………………………………………………...$26,261,866.68 
 
  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of April, 2007: 
   Total submitted to Supervisor…………………………………………$3,855.00 

 * * * * * * *  
Town Clerk  Vespia reported that only one bid for the demolition of buildings at Crawford 

Park had been received for $30,000.00.  Councilperson Villanova mentioned that in other 
governments,  if only one bid were received,  it was usually put out to bid again to be sure it was 
competitive with the going rate.  His concern was also that that bid did not include any asbestos 
removal.  Supervisor Morabito suggested that the Board table the matter for the next meeting 
and put it out to bid again.  He then asked Superintendent Sapione and Raymond Sculky to 
contact asbestos survey companies to come down to determine if there was asbestos.      

 
On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the bid for the   
demolition for the buildings at Crawford Park was tabled for the next meeting.  

 * * * * * * *       
     On motion of Councilperson Lagana,   seconded by Councilperson Villanova,    the   
following Resolution was adopted: 

 
     Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye Establishing a Homestead Base Proportion 
for the Port Chester School District and to Authorize the Town Assessor to File a Statement of 
Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to and in Accordance with the 
Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law Commonly Referred to as the 
“Homestead Tax Option”  based upon the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 
2006. 
     
     WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax 
Law (RPTL) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of 
property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property; and   
 
     WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local 
Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly referred 
to as the “Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and 
 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate 
property tax rates for the Port Chester School District: a lower rate for residential property 
owners equal to a rate of 60.51286 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a higher rate for all 
other property owners equal to a rate of 39.48714 (the “Non-Homestead Base Proportion”) 
and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base 
Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the Assessment Roll Completed, 
Verified and Filed in 2006, and        
        
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board as follows: 
 

  The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates for the Port 
Chester School District pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the 

Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 60.51286 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base 

Proportion at a rate equal to 39.48714 and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor to file a 
Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the 
RPTL based on the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2006.   

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:  None 

      * * * * * * *  



                On motion of Councilperson Lagana,   seconded by Councilperson Villanova,   the 
following Resolution was adopted: 

 
      Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye Establishing a Homestead Base 
Proportion for the Blind Brook School District and to Authorize the Town Assessor to File a 
Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to and in Accordance 
with the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax  Law  Commonly Referred to as 
the “Homestead Tax Option” Based upon the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 
2006. 
  

 WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property 
Tax Law (RPTL) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and 
 WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift 
of property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property, 
and   
 WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A 
Local Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly 
referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two 
separate property tax rates for the Blind Brook School District: a lower rate for residential 
property owners equal to a rate of 80.45838 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a higher 
rate for all other property owners equal to a rate of 19.54162 (the “Non-Homestead Base 

Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined 
Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the Assessment 
Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2006;        
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board as follows: 

 

The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates for the Blind 
Brook School District pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the 

Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 80.45838 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base 

Proportion at a rate equal to 19.54162 and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor to file a 
Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the 
RPTL based on the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2006.   

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:  None 

                            * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED at a meeting held on May 22, 2007, the Town Board of the Town of Rye 
hereby authorizes Supervisor Robert A. Morabito to enter into a SUPPLEMENTAL 
AGREEMENT containing certain supplemental terms and conditions governing the supply of 
electricity to the Town of Rye by New York Power Authority under the Application for Service 
between NYPA and the Customer dated May 6, 1977 (“Application for Service”), and 
              
                            May 22, 2007 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, said Agreement shall be effective as of the date this 
Agreement is fully executed by both Parties (“Effective Date”) and, subject to Article VII, 
supercedes and replaces all previous supplemental agreements between the Customer and 
NYPA. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
 
 Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye Requesting the Town Assessor to 
Evaluate the Properties with Extensive Damage due to Flooding Directly due to the Storms 
during  April 2007. 
 On the motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the 
following resolution was adopted:      
 
 WHEREAS, the most recent storms of April 2007 left residents of Rye Town with 
excessive damage to their properties, and 
 
 WHEREAS, these properties now appear to be located in a flood zone, and 



 
 WHEREAS, these properties have the potential to receive excessive amounts of damage 
during another major storm, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the damage is significant enough that FEMA and the National Guard were 
requested to specifically assist in the relief  for the residents of Rye Neck, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the full market value of these properties may now be compromised; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board as follows: 
 
 The Town Board hereby requests the Rye Town Assessor provide special consideration 
when valuing the properties which received excessive damage and are located in the apparent 
flood zones within Rye Town. 
    
   ROLL CALL : 
   AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
   NOES:  Councilperson Borrelli 
        * * * * * * * 
 The resolution to Establish Parameters Regarding the Rye Town Newsletter was brought 
before the Board.  Discussion ensued regarding that matter.   
 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the resolution 
was tabled for further discussion and was to be put on the agenda for the June meeting.   
 
        * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
                     
 RESOLVED, at a meeting on May 22, 2007 the Town Board of the Town of Rye hereby 
gives Supervisor Morabito the authorization to send the attached letter regarding Senate Bill 
S.4164 and Assembly Bill A.2989 Collateral Source Legislation, which would amend the Civil 
Practice Law and Rules to allow municipalities to offset awards for future lost earnings made to  
employees by disability pensions and  other collateral sources of compensation, and 
            
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution, along with the letter, be 
sent to New York State Senator Suzi Oppenheimer and New York State Assemblyman George 
Latimer. 
 
     ROLL CALL:   
     AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito      
NOES:   None  
                
                              May 22, 2007 
  
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye is seeking services from a professional planner relative to 
the coordination and environmental processing at the Port Chester Middle School for the Legacy 
and Miracle Field, involving the Town of Rye, Village of Rye Brook, Port Chester School 
District and Westchester County for selected public improvements and the funding to allow them 
to occur, and for obtaining grant(s) for same; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye 

does and hereby authorizes Supervisor Morabito to enter into an agreement with Saccardi & 
Schiff, Inc., a New York corporation with offices at 445 Hamilton Avenue, White Plains, New 
York 10601.    The terms of said agreement are hereby approved and on file in the office of the 
Town Clerk. 

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito      
NOES:  None   
     * * * * * * * 
Supervisor Morabito reported that the Town of Rye and Rye Town Park were going 

green and the Town employees would be the “Green Team!”  Purchases made and supplies used 
were natural and environmentally safe. The tree planting program was put in place years ago 



noting that trees were the quickest and most visible way to absorb carbon dioxide which reduced 
the Town’s carbon footprint.  Hundreds of major trees had been planted in the community by 
maximizing grant funds and Raymond Sculky had procured grants that year from the New York 
Power Authority. The audit for the Town Hall had been conducted. The third floor of the Town 
Building had already been retro-fitted and estimates would be received to retro-fit the first and 
second floors. Inspections of Crawford Park and Rye Town Park would determine how to save 
energy using different forms of lighting. Being “green” while saving “green” and positive results 
would be the focus on the future.         

      * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, a recess 
was called by Supervisor Morabito at 10:00 PM.   
 
 ROLL CALL:    
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:    Councilperson Villanova 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the meeting 
was reopened at 10:10 PM. 
            * * * * * * *   
 Comments from the public and the Council members were heard. 
 
      * * * * * * *  
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by 
Councilperson Villanova and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:50 P.M.  
 
 
 
                                                 Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                      
 
 
                 Hope B. Vespia    
                                      Town Clerk   
                                                                                      
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 



MEETING HELD JUNE 04, 2007 
 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Monday evening, June 04, 2007 at 
6:00 P.M. in the office of the Supervisor, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with Supervisor 
Robert A. Morabito  presiding. 
 
            PRESENT:   in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, 
           Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia.                                              
                                 
 ABSENT:    Councilperson Michael Borrelli 

  
 Supervisor Morabito called the emergency meeting with regard to the situation over Town skies. 
County Executive Andrew Spano protested the FAA’s report that there was not enough time given to the 
County of Westchester to conduct a full study of the mitigation of the airlines being re-routed over 
Westchester.  Supervisor Morabito read the report and felt there were some issues to be touched on. The 
mitigation report did not address all areas of critical concern, specifically two areas identified in the 
memorandum. With regard to noise level, it appeared to be very close to FAA impact thresholds. They did 
mention Belle Fair but they did not mention the location specifically. The information requested from the 
FAA would permit the Town access to the matter and to research the matter independently.  The materials 
showed a significant amount of traffic from La Guardia directly over Westchester.  Planes would be asked 
to circle a number of times and then climb to a higher altitude.  The Town was doing this for noise 
mitigation and for the safety of the public.  Several of the reservoirs were under the flight patterns and that 
would do nothing but pollute more of the water and that reflected the quality of life.  The Board was going 
to send a strong letter with many signatures requesting an extension until July 10, 2007 which would 
enable the experts from the County to research the report and to make an informed opinion.  Supervisor 
Morabito wanted to make sure that members of the Board agree with tats. All Federal agents, 
Representatives from the State, County and local officials would be notified by a letter or the website to 
support the Westchester County Executive Andrew Spano’s request to the FAA and to attend an 
informational meeting.               
      * * * * * * *       
  Supervisor Morabito announced that a community informational meeting was scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 12, 2007 at the Port Chester Middle School at 7:30 P.M.  The purpose of that meeting was to 
inform the public of the proposals in the FAA report and to discuss the impact as a result of those flight 
patterns in the Westchester area. Experts Harris, Miller and Hansen, hired by the County to study the 
mitigation report researched that proposal, would be present for discussion and to make recommendations.  
Local, County, State and Federal officials had been notified and would be attending.     
 
 Supervisor Morabito requested authorization for a budget transfer to establish a separate “Airport” 
line item to fund the cost of printing and postage in conjunction with the County of Westchester to 
effectively  notify Town constituents as well as other officials.   
 
 Councilperson Villanova made the motion to empower Supervisor Morabito through his office to 
handle all correspondence with all the elected officials from Federal, County and State governments.     
 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, authorization was 
granted to the Supervisor. 
                               * * * * * * *       
         
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
          WHEREAS, the Rye Town Board is authorized to make a Budget Transfer of $4,000.00 from line 
item number 1355.0475 “Board of Assessment” to a new line item number 1975.000 “Airport 
Informational Meeting” under Special Items;    
 

 NOW, THEREFORE,  BE IT RESOLVED, that this transfer take place immediately. 

 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:           Councilpersons Mendicino, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
            NOES:           None 
            ABSENT:      Councilperson Borrelli 
        



                 June 04, 2007  
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 

            WHEREAS, the County Executive Andrew Spano has been notified by the Federal Aviation 
Administration of the latest proposal for re-routing planes over Westchester County,  and  
 
 WHEREAS, it appears that the FAA has not given sufficient time for public comments and the 
County Executive has requested that the FAA give an extension of time;   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye is in agreement with the 
County Executive that there should be an extension of time for public comments regarding the FAA 
proposal and a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the County Executive and the Federal Aviation 
Administration.    
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:        Councilpersons Mendicino, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
            NOES:        None 
            ABSENT:   Councilperson Borrelli 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
 Supervisor Morabito asked Town Clerk Vespia to make arrangements that a stenographer be present 
at the meeting.  The Board suggested that the amount of the resolution be increased.    
 
 Councilperson Villanova made a motion to amend the original resolution from $4,000.00 to 
$5,000.00.  On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously 
adopted, the resolution to amend the original resolution was approved.        
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by 
Councilperson Lagana and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 P.M.  
 
      
                     
 
                               Respectfully submitted, 
   
 
 
                Hope B. Vespia 

                                                           Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



        (2) 
 
 
 
                 



MEETING HELD JUNE 07, 2007 

 

 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Monday evening, June 07, 2007 at 

5:40 P.M. in the office of the Supervisor, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with Supervisor 

Robert A. Morabito  presiding. 

 

            PRESENT:    in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, 

            Michael J.  Borrelli, Dominick Lagana and William Villanova.    

 

 ALSO 

 PRESENT:    Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky.                                              

  

            ABSENT:     Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia, Department Heads, Representatives of the Court  

   

 The purpose of the meeting was to reschedule the regular monthly meeting which fell on the same 

day as Grievance Day with the Board of Assessment and Review scheduled for Tuesday, June 19, 2007 in 

the Courtroom. 

 

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the regular monthly 

meeting originally set for June 19, 2007 was rescheduled for Tuesday, June 26, 2007 at 8:00 P.M.  

 

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by 

Councilperson Lagana and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 P.M.  

              

                     

 

                                Respectfully submitted, 

   

 

               Raymond Sculky  

                                                          Confidential Secretary  

                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 



 



MEETING HELD JULY 2, 2007 
 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Monday evening, July 2, 2007 at 
6:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with 
Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 

PRESENT:  in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, Michael J. 
         Borrelli, Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Deputy Town Clerk Linda A.  
         Lyons                                                                                                    
ALSO 
PRESENT:  Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz  Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann and 

        Director of Purchasing Agent Raymond L. Sculky. 
                   

DEPARTMENT  HEADS 
ABSENT:    Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent A.  
                     Sapione , Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia and Town Comptroller Joseph Granchelli. 
 

 Assessor Markowitz led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the tape recorder was in 
use during the proceeding. 
      * * * * * * *  
    

             Anthony A. Carbone, 328 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, New York, Special Counsel to the 
Village of Port Chester for the purpose of handling the real estate transaction involving the Village and 
the County of Westchester explained that his role was somewhat limited and got involved at the time 
the Village had been prepared to enter into contract for the sale of a number of parcels, the three in 
question, to the County for the purpose of the development of Fox Island Homes.  When a title report 
was done, it was discovered that one of the three parcels that was being sold or conveyed by the 
Village to the County was actually owned jointly by the Village of Port Chester and the Town of Rye.  
They acquired the title in the 70’s when the deed was transferred from the Town of Rye by the  
Receiver of Taxes, Mr. James Jackson to both the Village and Town.  For the three parcels in total 
there was an agreement for a purchase price of $370,000.  

 
                        * * * * * * * 

      John Colangelo, representing Fox Island Homes, explained the Town of Rye would not receive 
any compensation because that piece could not be built upon. It was just a fragment of a parcel which 
was thrown off when the Thruway split the area of the Town many years ago.  That was a fragment of 
a parcel no one was paying taxes on.  It would be used as part of the public roadway accessing the 
parcel that would be dedicated to the Village of Port Chester and would provide a roadway to connect 
the bottom portion of Edgewood Park, which had been inaccessible for many years.  The reason there 
was some urgency was because that was only resolved by the title company about two weeks ago.  
There were a number of little fragments that needed to be cleaned up, that fragment being one of them 
so they had to work with the title company to figure out the best way to resolve those title issues.  That 
only came up within the past ten days to two weeks.  They then had approached the Town to explain 
the problem and see if they would be willing to relinquish their ownership interest in that property.  
There was no money specifically assigned for that parcel.  That was part of a project that had been 5 
years in the making.      If that project were held up, they would have to go back to the County,  
Planning, HUD Funding, and Home Funding, as that was coming from all different directions getting 
millions of dollars for that project.  What Mr. Colangelo requested the Board do was to join the 
Village of Port Chester in conveying that parcel to the County of Westchester. 

 
* * * * * * * 

 Discussion ensued with Councilperson Villanova having several questions and concerns 
regarding the conveyance of that parcel with no monetary value to the Town of Rye.  He wanted to 
know what urgency arose since last Tuesday’s meeting to call the impromptu quick meeting to cover 
that specific issue.   Supervisor Morabito stated he had called the meeting after speaking to Mr. 
Colangelo because the Village of Port Chester was closing on that whole parcel to which 
Councilperson Villanova asked why would Port Chester go into a closing when the Town of Rye 
wasn’t on board yet?  Councilperson Villanova also questioned Assessor Markowitz as to what kind of 
a tax base was the Town looking at on that project going forward after it was complete. Mr. 
Markowitz replied he didn’t know anything about the structure, ownership, etc., which would 
influence the value. 
 
 Councilperson Villanova stated that after looking at the assessment roll the value on that piece of 
property was $96,000.00.   Supervisor Morabito stated that there were several slivers of property 
owned by the Town of Rye.  Those slivers of land, that the assessor by law had to put an assessed 
value on, had no taxes colleted on them because they really were not owned by anybody. 



                               
                             July 2, 2007 
 
 Supervisor Morabito stated that that piece of property had not been on the tax roll since Mr. 
Jackson had received title.  Until ten days ago Mr. Colangelo thought that parcel was owned by the 
Village of Port Chester.  Under the circumstances, and in light of the fact that the Village of Port Chester 
did not pay for their sliver of land, the Town, to insure that that project progressed, should take the exact 
same action and not look for enumerations of any kind. 
 
         * * * * * * * 

 Town Attorney Mann stated that that was going for a public purpose; it was an agreement 
between municipalities and if they said they wanted money from the County, it was going to hold the 
project up for years.  
  
 Supervisor Morabito stated after Mr. Colangelo and Mr. Carbone specified very clearly that there 
was no dollar amount being paid for the Port Chester sliver of this parcel, and that was for the common 
good of the actual development from which many would benefit.  Most importantly that would be 
conveyed back to the Village as part of a public road.  There were no monies being paid for that half 
sliver by the Village of Port Chester, thus in good faith to ensure the project was commenced as per the 
request of the Village of Port Chester and County of Westchester, he said that the Board voted in the 
affirmative and with that, he thanked all for their comments. 
 
 After comments were heard from the public, Supervisor Morabito stated for the record “Mr. 
Carbone and Mr. Colangelo made it clear that the Village owns half and the Town owns half, so half of 
$96,000.00 would be $48,000.00.  Mr. Carbone and Mr. Colangelo, the attorneys representing the 
developer as well as the Village’s interest in conjunction with the County have formulated this plan over 
the last five years, making it very clear to all of us and I want this in the record, that Port Chester, in 
accumulating this parcel, as far as they are concerned has no value to the project thus, were any monies 
paid for the property to the Village of Port Chester – Mr. Colangelo stated very emphatically  no, and 
that was made clear to this entire board.   Under the circumstances and in light of the conveyance of that 
property owned in conjunction with the Town of Rye, the Town has an obligation to ensure that the 
project gets completed. I am not in favor of delaying affordable housing for up to a year and a half”.  

                                          
* * * * * * * 

 
On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 

Resolution was adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Rye:   
  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and the Village of Port Chester are owners of certain real 
property situated on Fox Island Road, Village of Port  Chester, New York, also described as Section 
142.55, Block 1, Lot 5 (“Property”) having acquired title to said Property by deed dated December 17, 
1979, recorded June 26, 1980, in Liber 7640, Page 72 from James Jackson, as Receiver of Taxes to the 
Town of Rye and the Village of Port Chester copy annexed as Exhibit (“A”), and        
  
 WHEREAS, the Property is part of a number of properties being assembled by Lazz 
Development and the County of Westchester for the Fox Island Homes project, and  
  
 WHEREAS, the Village has or will enter into a transfer for the conveyance of the Property to 
the County of Westchester;   
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to 
execute and deliver to the County such deed, and other conveyance or similar documents as may be 
necessary or desirable in connection with such transaction, to transfer and convey all its right, title and 
interest in and to the Property, along with the Village of Port Chester, to the County of Westchester, all 
of which shall be in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to the Town Attorney, and  

  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the portion of the Property to be transferred to the County 
of Westchester has never been dedicated, declared or deemed to be parkland. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  Councilperson Villanova 
 ABSTAINED:  Councilperson Borrelli 
      
 
             * * * * * * * 
        



                                      July 2, 2007 
 
  On motion of Councilperson  Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously 
adopted, the Asbestos Abatement Proposal was awarded to the qualified low bidder BIC Bruni 
Contracting, Inc. 29 Heather Lane, New Hyde Park, New York 11040 in the amount of  $1,800.00,  
subject to providing the proper insurance and copies of licenses and authorizations for asbestos removal. 
 

* * * * * * *  
      

  On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova and unanimously 
adopted, the Crawford Demolition Building at Entrance bid was awarded to the qualified low bidder 
TMI Wrecking, Inc. 36 Haven Avenue, Mount Vernon, New York 10553 in the amount of $26,000.00, 
subject to providing the proper insurance certificates. 
 
       * * * * * * * 
   
  Councilperson Villanova questioned the Town’s vision for that area of Crawford Park.  
Supervisor Morabito stated it was for passive park recreation. 
 

        
* * * * * * *        
   

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by 
Councilperson Villanova and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 P.M. 

 
 

 
          Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
         Linda A. Lyons,  

            Deputy Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
       
       
 
 



                                                                                                                                                                            

MEETING HELD JULY 17, 2007  
 
 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, July 17, 2007 
at 8:00 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, New York, with Supervisor 
Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 

PRESENT:    in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino,                                                                  
           Dominick Lagana, Michael J. Borrelli, William Villanova and Town Clerk                 
           Hope B. Vespia                                                                                                                 

                         
ALSO             
PRESENT:    Receiver of Taxes  Nicholas  C.  Mecca, Town Accountant David Byrnes, 

          Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann,  
          Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, Deputy Town  Clerk  Linda  A. Lyons   
          and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky.                                                                                

                 
            DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 ABSENT:      Representatives of the Court    

                             * * * * * * *                             

Robert Ferretti led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the  
Opening  Prayer.    

                 * * * * * * *    
           

          On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the minutes of the 
meeting held on June 26, 2007 were adopted with the exception of Councilperson Villanova who voted 
no.     
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the minutes of the 
meeting held on July 02, 2007 were tabled with the exception of Councilperson Borrelli who voted no.   
       

       * * * * * * * 

 Supervisor Morabito asked a special guest, Robert Ferretti, who was retiring from the Port 
Chester Police Department, to come up to the podium where he was presented with an official 
proclamation in recognition of his many achievements.  

  

* * * * * * * 

           The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of June, 2007: 
    Total Fees submitted to Supervisor…………………………..$1,725.32                  
   
  RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of June, 2007: 
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye…………………..$5,643,739.86 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester…………$9,210,731.96 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook…………...$7,385,685.84 
   Total Fees submitted to Supervisor……………………..$22,240,157.66 

                         
  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of June, 2007:…………….…….$8,550.00 
        * * * * * * * 
     On motion of  Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson  Lagana, the following resolution 
was   adopted.        

 
      WHEREAS, the County of Westchester has established a Legacy Program to increase the 
number of recreational facilities in the County, and 
 
      WHEREAS, the Town of Rye has a need for increased recreational facilities within the Town, 
and 

        



                                        July 17, 2007                                   
         

      

   WHEREAS, Town of Rye Supervisor Robert A. Morabito has met with officials of the County    
Legacy Program, the Village of Rye Brook and the Port Chester School District to discuss the feasibility 
of making an application for Legacy Program funding, and 
              

      WHEREAS, the parties wish to continue these discussions with the view of cooperating in the 
preparation of an application for the Legacy Funding and entering into an Intermunicipal Agreement 
regarding participation in the Legacy Program, and 
 

      WHEREAS, the County of Westchester Legacy Program has requested that the parties at this 
time demonstrate further interest by adopting a resolution in support of continuing this effort; 

  

      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye hereby 
directs and authorizes Supervisor Robert A. Morabito to continue his discussions regarding the 
Westchester County Legacy Program with the view of cooperating in preparation of an application for 
Legacy Funding and entering into an Intermunicipal Agreement regarding participating in the Legacy 
Program.  
     
     ROLL CALL: 
     AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito    
     NOES:   None 

                           * * * * * * *       
  
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
  WHEREAS,   Rye Town elections occur every two (2) years, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the residents of Rye Town receive countless political mailings during 
these campaign seasons, and 
 

 WHEREAS, any mailings from the Town of Rye during a campaign season can appear 
to be a political endorsement for incumbent candidates;  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby establishes 
parameters regarding the production of the Rye Town Newsletter. This Resolution shall prohibit the 
publication and distribution of this newsletter within 60 days prior to the November Elections during 
any year.    
 
     ROLL CALL: 
     AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
     NOES:     Councilperson Borrelli 
  
 
              * * * * * * *  
 
      The Tamarack Tower Foundation of the Port Chester-Rye Union Free School district had 
sent a letter to Supervisor Morabito to extend their appreciation for making it possible for them to 
hold their Golf Outing Dinner at Crawford Park and for his support.  Their recent fundraisers had 
allowed the Foundation to award $500.00 Teacher Grants to each of the six schools and $750.00 
Scholarship Grants to eleven graduating seniors.    
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
     Westchester County Environmental Program Coordinator, Peter Costa, had written to the 
Clerk’s Office inquiring if the Town of Rye would be interested in hosting the Shred Mobile 
again. There were four available dates.  Councilperson Villanova suggested Saturday, August 25, 
2007 and the Board agreed and asked Town Clerk Vespia to confirm that date. 
     
      * * * * * * * 



        
                        July 17, 2007    
   
  Assessor Markowitz informed the Board that the State of New York would be notifying 
residents of “The 2007 Middle Income STAR Rebate Program.” He mentioned it was a program 
started and run   by the State and everything would be taken care of by the State. All property 
owners who had a STAR would be eligible for a rebate. Those who received an “Enhanced 
STAR” would automatically receive a rebate. Assessor Markowitz felt it was important to notify 
the Town residents particularly those who had a “Basic STAR” that a notice would be coming and 
to encourage them to apply for the rebate. That program would begin in mid-August, but because 
Westchester County was a “W”, they were always at the very tail-end of mailings. His expectation 
was that letters from the State of New York informing residents to apply for the rebate would be 
sent sometime in September.  The amount of the rebate varied by income levels and could be 
rather substantial, ranging up to $700.00 per property owner. Residents would have to provide 
documentary evidence of their income with their applications and to file no later than November 
30, 2007.  The State of New York had set up a “Hot Line” to discuss that and residents were also 
encouraged to apply on-line to receive the rebate faster.       
 
                   * * * * * * *  
 
 Town Attorney Mann reported on the settlement regarding the case of Ametek, Inc. versus 
sixty cities, towns and villages for the dumping that had taken place at Croton Point land fill.  In 
1971, the Town of Rye contracted with Carlucci Sanitation to pick up garbage for one month and 
111 tons of contaminant material was dumped.  The matter was before the Federal District Court 
in White Plains and the minimum settlement they would accept was $15,000.  Deputy Town 
Attorney, Carolyn Mann, thoroughly researched the multitudes of briefs submitted and then 
submitted the Town of Rye briefs to the federal courts and to the parties involved. They had 
gotten them down “95% sure” to a settlement of $2,000.00 which would save the Town 
$13,000.00.  The decision should be received from the Federal Court within the next couple of 
weeks. The Town Attorney explained that Ametek had to pay for the clean-up and subsequently 
the Federal Court authorized the lawsuit in order for Ametek to go after the municipalities to 
recoup their money. 
      * * * * * * * 
          
 Town Accountant David Byrnes briefly updated the Board that the year-to-date June, 2007 
reports would be issued to the Comptroller’s Department and then to the Board by next week.  He 
would also be issuing an expenditure run to the department heads to alert them of any areas where 
there might be some budget concerns. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
             
 Councilperson Villanova asked Assessor Markowitz the status of the Re-val audit.  While 
Assessor Markowitz was at the podium, Supervisor Morabito asked him to explain the assessed 
valuation regarding the transferred property the Village of Port Chester and the Town of Rye for 
the purpose of the affordable housing units known as the Fox Island Homes Project.  
Councilperson Villanova disputed the value of that property and felt that the Town of Rye might 
have received something.  A heated discussion ensued as Councilperson Villanova felt the Town 
could have received some payment for its’ ownership in the property. Supervisor Morabito and 
Assessor Markowitz reinforced the fact that the property was not legal size to be considered a 
building lot and in fact had very little use other than a road to access the new development. 
Supervisor Morabito further noted that had that property not been conveyed to the project, there 
would be an up to 18-month delay from receiving County funds. As for the assessed value on the 
roll, it was never disputed due to the fact it was in the exempt section of the assessment roll being 
owned by the Village of Port Chester.  Councilperson Villanova questioned the Assessor in regard 
to the Town’s tax maps, to which Assessor Markowitz responded they were updated annually. 
Councilperson Borrelli requested permission to ask one question “What is the amount of taxes we 
are receiving from that piece of property right now?” Assessor Markowitz responded that the 
figure was very, very small, probably under one hundred dollars, all of which was the Westchester 
County sewer tax so the impact on the Town Tax was non-existent. Supervisor Morabito summed 
things up saying the project could only benefit all concerned. 
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 Addressing Mr. Byrnes, Councilperson Villanova questioned the “reserve account”  
established in 2007 in the amount of $15,000.00. Mr. Byrnes noted the $15,000.00 was set aside 
for postage. Councilperson Villanova also questioned changes in individual cash vendor 
disbursements on a monthly basis from one year to another, to which Mr. Byrnes responded the 
disbursements were not looked over on a one-on-one basis, but rather on the total budget line, 
noting that many vendors service more that one location under the Town’s jurisdiction, so 
substantial changes in spending on a budget line would be flagged for review with the respective 
department. In response to the completed audit, regarding the time frame for the audit, Mr. Byrnes 
responded that they were waiting for the Rye Town Park audit and then Bennett, Kielson would 
produce the 2006 financial figures. Councilperson Villanova asked what the 2006 revenues were 
for a certain month to which Councilperson Mendicino interjected that such individual questions 
could be asked at meetings between interested persons, rather than during the monthly Town 
Board Meeting.  
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca spoke briefly about the new design for the school tax bill for 
September 1.  He also mentioned that any unpaid 2006 levy would be transferred as a tax lien on 
July 31, 2007 and filed with the County of Westchester as mandated.     
       
      * * * * * * *   
  
 Councilperson Lagana expressed his delight seeing the Town Board’s passing of the 
Resolution for the Legacy Program. Highlighting his involvement with Supervisor Morabito, the 
Port Chester School District, Village of Rye Brook and the County of Westchester, noted the 
overwhelming excitement for the project to move forward. The need was great and Westchester 
County funds were there and available for affordable senior housing and fields.  He again thanked 
the Board for their support. 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Mendicino stated she had some questions regarding Rye Town Park to 
which Supervisor Morabito stated he would address them during his comments. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Deputy Supervisor Borrelli noted the upcoming public hearing regarding “Maintaining 
Decorum at Board Meetings” and felt that it was of a very serious nature that meetings were 
brought under control. On positive notes, he spoke about the six American Elm trees that were 
planted at Crawford Park and when they mature, would be beautiful trees affording a lot of shade. 
He reminded all that the Friends of Crawford Park were looking for donations of park benches, 
which could be donated in the name of someone living or in memory of someone deceased. He 
also remarked on his recent visit to Rye Town Park, with a “walk around tour” with the Park 
Foreman and commented on the cleanliness and beauty of the Park. He commended the staff in 
both parks for the job they were doing and extended an invitation to all residents of the Town to 
take advantage and enjoy the beauty and fun available there. He also expressed the desire to meet 
with the Court Justices to receive their input regarding any concerns with security, such as metal 
detectors and cameras to consider for next year’s budget. 
    
      * * * * * * * 
 Supervisor Morabito responded to Councilperson Mendicino’s question concerning Rye 
Town Park and Grant Money.  He mentioned that approximately $400,000.00 in grant money  had 
been secured. The Town of Rye had secured $200,000.00 from the State of New York and Nita 
Lowey’s “Save American Treasures” for $199,000.00 with matching grants of fifty cents on a 
dollar.  Through private collections, between $35,000.00 and $40,000.00 would be raised to help 
match those grant dollars.  The ability to raise $160,000.00 in a certain time frame was not 
feasible, but members of the Rye Town Commission stated that they would not like to forfeit that 
money and were looking for ways to procure matching funds.    
 
       (4) 
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 Supervisor Morabito gave an airport update.  He mentioned receiving an e-mail from Mr. 
Funnicello, the environmental head of the task force for the global warming committee and had 
been working very closely with County Executive Andrew Spano and the County legislatures 
regarding mitigating noise levels in Westchester County. According to the consultant’s plans, it 
was clearly evident in the FAA report, that the noise levels at the Westchester County Airport 
would be three to eight times louder than they were at that time which meant more pollution and 
congestion in the skies and safety issues. County Executive Spano’s article in the paper enlisted 
the help and support from federal officials on that issue. Supervisor Morabito added that the Board 
might want to try to convene another meeting to give an update on the local level and also to 
request  federal officials in writing to intervene on behalf of the Town of Rye.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 
Councilperson Lagana and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 P.M.   
     
  
                        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                            Hope B. Vespia         
                 Town Clerk 
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MEETING HELD AUGUST 21, 2007 
 
 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, August 21,        
2007 at 8:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New 
York with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 

PRESENT:  Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, Michael J. Borrelli, William Villanova and    
         Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons. 

 
 ABSENT:    Councilperson Dominick Lagana and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia.  
            
 ALSO 

PRESENT:  Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C.  Mecca,  Town Accountant David Byrnes, Town   
                    Assessor  Mitchell  Markowitz,  Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town  
                    Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 

 
 DEPARTMENT HEAD 
 ABSENT:    Representatives of the Court. 
                                   
                                                                       * * * * * * * 
 Goldie Solomon led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the 
Opening Prayer. The audio and video recorders was used  during the proceedings. 
 
      * * * * * * *         

 
On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the minutes of the meeting  

held on July 2, 2007 were unanimously adopted. 
 
On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the minutes of the meeting 

held on July 17, 2007 were unanimously adopted. 
 
 * * * * * * * 

 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  
  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA for the month of  July, 2007 
   Total Fees submitted to Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $      1,743.71 

  RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA for the month of July, 2007  
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $   282,665.74 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,621,761.47 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$   808,465.35 
   Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,712,892.56 

  CRAWFORD PARK, for month of July, 2007 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,585.00 

 * * * * * * * 
  
      The Resolution regarding bids for excess equipment in Crawford Park was tabled until the September 

ng.        
 
       * * * * * * *        
 

     Councilperson Mendicino questioned the purpose of the Resolution on Water Quality Improvement Projects 
to    which Supervisor Morabito stated that the purpose was to start mitigating and get a grip on where all the 
initial storm water was coming from.  Councilperson Borrelli asked how it would benefit the Town of Rye 
because there was a charge involved.  Supervisor Morabito said if the Town of Rye signed on board, then they 
would have the ability to apply for Federal Grants.  Councilperson Villanova stated he would be in favor of 

 the Resolution as long as it would be in-kind where the Town staff would do services. 
 

      * * * * * * * 
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                                              Water Quality Improvement Projects and  
                           Nonagricultural Non-point Source Projects Municipal Resolution 

 
Resolution authorizing the items listed below pursuant to the Bond Acts enacted in 1965, 1972 and 
1996 and the Environmental Protection Fund, as well as federal awards available for such projects. 
 
            On   motion   of   Councilperson  Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson  Villanova,  the   following  
Resolution was adopted was adopted: 
    
  WHEREAS, the Town of Rye herein called the “Municipality”, after thorough consideration of the 
various  aspects of  the  problem  and  study  of  available  data,   has  hereby  determined that certain  work,  
as described  in its  application and attachments,   herein  called the  “Project”,  is desirable, is in the public 
interest, and is required in order to implement the Project, and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Environmental  Conservation Law (“ECL”) authorizes State assistance to municipalities 
for water quality improvement projects by means of a contract and  the Municipality deems it to be in the public 
interest and benefit under this law to enter into a contract therewith; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town of rye that Supervisor Robert A. Morabito 
or such person’s successor in office, is the representative authorized to act in behalf of the Municipality’s 
governing body in all matters related to State assistance under ECL Articles 17, 51 and 56 and/or any applicable 
federal grant provisions.  The representative is also authorized to work with and through the County of Westchester 
as the lead party to make application, execute the State Assistance Contract, submit Project documentation, and 
otherwise act for the Municipality’s governing body in all matters related to the Project and to State assistance; 
 
 That the Municipality agrees that it will fund its portion of the cost of the Project through allowable 
in-kind services and funds will be available   to  initiate  the  Project’s  field  work  within  twelve   (12)   months  
of  its application by the Department of Environmental Conservation;         
 
             That one (1) certified copy of this Resolution be prepared and sent to the Westchester County Department 
of  Planning; 
 
           This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
   ROLL CALL: 
   AYES:         Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito    
   NOES:        None 
   ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana 

 
       * * * * * * *  
 
 The following letter dated July 29, 2007, was received in the office of the Town Clerk on August 2, 
2007 which read as follows: 
  
Dear Hope, 
 
     It is with regret that I, Vincent A. Sapione, Superintendent of Highways for the Town of Rye, am informing 
you of my resignation.  I have enjoyed working with the Town Council, and serving the people of the Town of 
Rye for the past ten years. 
 
Sincerely. 
 
Vincent A. Sapione, Superintendent of Highways, Town of Rye 
 
 Supervisor Morabito stated “Vin has been with us for well over ten years and it is with sad regret that we 
have to bid Vin good-bye, unfortunately due to health reasons within his immediately family.  We wish Vinny 
well. He has been a long-term friend, and a very hard-worker.  He’s helped us tremendously with meetings in 
Mamaroneck, also helped us with regards to the bridges, has attended all the functions in the state to procure 
funds for us and he will be missed.” 
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 Members of the Town Board thanked him for his years of service and wished him well.  
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Villanova and unanimously 
adopted, the Town Board accepted Vincent Sapione’s resignation. 
 
       * * * * * * *        
             
            Supervisor Morabito asked for a motion to replace Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. Sapione by 
appointing Robert Harris stating that Mr. Harris had worked as a trustee in the Village of Rye Brook, and also 
was very involved on the committee for the Legacy Field project on King Street.  He was completely aware of 
the Hydrological Study that was done in his work and discussion with Dolph Rothfeld, who had also been 
retained as Town engineer and he thought he would be perfect to get actively involved in that project and with 
regard to the flood mitigation work and working with FEMA as Mr. Sapione did. 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following Resolution 
was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, a vacancy in the office of Superintendent of Highways in the Town of Rye exists created 
by the resignation of Vincent A. Sapione, and 
 
 WHEREAS,  Robert   Harris  residing at 45 Meadowlark Road,  Rye Brook, New York 10573 be and 
he hereby is appointed Superintendent of Highways of the Town of Rye for a term commencing immediately 
and to expire December 31, 2007; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Robert Harris shall execute and file the 
necessary Oath of Office within 30 days of said appointment as required by law in the office of the Town Clerk. 
  
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:         Councilpersons, Mendicino, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:        Councilperson Villanova 
 ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana 
 
 Councilperson Villanova questioned the appointment of Mr. Harris and his qualifications and felt he 
should not be appointed at this time.  He felt other candidates should have been interviewed.  Town Attorney 
Mann stated that by law, the Town must have a Superintendent of Highways.   Supervisor Morabito stated that 
the Town had business to continue and that Mr. Harris was an announced candidate, but he also had to step in 
immediately to meet with Keane & Bean, officials from Mamaroneck, as well as the Mamaroneck Highway 
Department, which was now doing work and servicing Town bridges, he needed someone in that capacity, and 
had confidence in him by his performance. 
 
       * * * * * * *  
  

Supervisor Morabito suggested that because several Board Members had comments regarding Local 
Law No. 4 that a brief meeting be held after the Board Meeting for discussion. The Supervisor asked to go to 
Executive Session with no action to be taken, but to get opinions regarding “Maintaining Decorum at Public 
Meetings” so if changes were to be made, Town Attorney Mann could look over the document in order to hold 
the Public Hearing next month. 
 
 Councilperson Villanova stated that by law, an Executive Session for that purpose would be an illegal 
session since the context did not adhere to the law. 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the Town Board set a date 
for a Public Hearing regarding Local Law No. 4 on Wednesday, September 19, 2007 at 7:30 P.M. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  Councilperson Villanova 
 ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana 
 
                                                             * * * * * * *        
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 Assessor Markowitz updated the Town Board regarding the 2007 Middle Class Star Rebate Program.  
Town residents who received the 2006 Enhanced Star Exemption would be receiving checks in the mail from 
the State of New York.  Basic Star Applicants would have to apply to the State of New York after they received 
an application form from the State. 
 Mr. Markowitz stated that he had received from ORPS, State of New York, a tentative 2007 State 
Equalization Rate for the Town of Rye which was 100%.  That was the fourth consecutive year for 100% 
equalization rate. 
       * * * * * * *     
 
 Town Accountant Byrnes updated the Board in two areas – the 2006 Rye Town Park Audit was 
underway and once those numbers were verified , then the Bennett, Keilson Town of Rye 2006 audit report 
could be released.  The second item released to the Board and Department Heads was their 2007 expenditure 
and a meeting was held with the individual department heads on their midyear expenditures and areas of 
exposures and opportunities, also discussed making adjustments between the expenditure lines within the 
Departments and also discussed preliminary 2008 budget issues. 
 
       * * * * * * *       
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca noted that they were in the final stages of processing the school bills, 
explaining the bill and requesting that everyone bring in the full bill when paying.  The bill would be blue to 
help distinguish between the County, Town, Village and School. 
 
       * * * * * * *       
 Supervisor Morabito updated the Board stating the County Shred Mobile was returning to Rye Town in 
the parking lot at 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York on Saturday, August 25, 2007 between 10A.M. and 
2P.M.  It was previously done in May processing from Town residences approximately 5 tons of paper which 
was shredded and recycled.   
 
       * * * * * * * 
  

Councilperson Villanova read an article published in the New York Association of Towns Publication 
noting a town officer or employee did not have to be on the Board of Ethics and requested that Town Attorney 
Mann  pursue that law with the Attorney General.   He had concerns regarding the use of vouchers and purchase 
orders, feeling they could be handled in a better manner.  He questioned Mr. Markowitz about the status of the 
IAAO Report to which Mr. Markowitz said he had received a letter from Mr. O’Connor, addressed to the 
Supervisor identifying the status.  He was submitting a preliminary letter on the initial findings.  Councilperson 
Villanova questioned Mr. Markowitz regarding MJW Consulting and the hours worked.  The Assessor stated he 
was under contract with the Town and was paid accordingly based on his contract.  He also questioned the 
appraisal work done and how much of that went to Mr. Jonke to which the Supervisor said “none”.  
Councilperson Villanova questioned Mr. Byrnes regarding the cash windfall that the Town had received to 
which the Supervisor stated that Mr. Mann did an aggressive tax collection that year, along with Mr. Carbone 
through the In-Rem process and had collected hundreds of thousands of dollars of additional income, which 
included penalty and interest on top of that.  Councilperson Villanova followed up regarding the Minority 
Election Coordinator to which the Supervisor said they had already had two people show an interest but were 
going to wait until the election was over.  Councilperson Villanova asked regarding the Miracle Field and 
Legacy Grant if there was any documentation, description of the project or scope of work from Saccardi & 
Schiff to which the Supervisor answered in the affirmative. 

 
       * * * * * * *        
 

Councilperson Mendicino had a question regarding Amateck and the settlement to which Town 
Attorney Monroe Mann responded that it had not been finalized yet. 

 
                  * * * * * * *        
 

Councilperson Borrelli updated the Board regarding Crawford Park stating the approval to continue the 
walking trail was complete.  The demolition of the building as people entered Crawford Park was finished and 
the area cleaned up.  The next time he would meet with the Friends of Crawford Park and Chris Cohan, they 
would work on getting ideas as far as beautifying that area.  The playground by the mansion needed work done 
either by repair or replacement so the Board should look into ideas and cost factors for next year.      
    
       * * * * * * *     
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 Councilperson Borrelli suggested to Goldie Solomon that she follow up on Supervisor Morabito’s 
recommendation to contact the mayors of the villages in the Town of Rye, and also the Rye Town Veterans for 
guidance regarding the monuments and flags.  He addressed Supervisor Morabito regarding the people who 
would come to the Board meetings and announce they were running for a political office. He stated that he 
knew that the Board wanted transparency and for people to see what was going on, but when people got up and 
spoke, it should be about what was on the agenda. He also mentioned the local newspaper and their concern 
over courtesy beach passes. Those passes were given out by previous administrations and those concerns were 
never mentioned.  Also, when free passes were given out for Blind Brook Golf Course, there were no 
complaints. 
 
        * * * * * * *       
 
 Supervisor Morabito addressed the issue regarding the schedule of payments to the school districts.   
The Town of Rye, for years, fronted the Blind Brook School district millions of dollars long before a levy was 
received.   As early as July, and not doing that in a political way, he had discussions with Jim Dreves, Larry 
Lupo and Dr. Carlisle and a meeting was scheduled with Dr. Mustick and Kim Bucci from Rye Neck with 
regard to the school districts. He stated that unfortunately the issue with the interest in the school was being 
made political and totally exploited by his opponents, Mr. Carvin and Mr. Terenzi. Upon meeting with Dr. 
Buzin and Dr. Valenti, theere was a cost to the Town to assess properties, produce assessment rolls, calculate 
tax amounts, create tax rolls and tax bills and the collection and reconciliation of taxes as well as the cost of 
postage and tax forms which amounted to tens of thousands of dollars.  The Town also disbursed the taxes 
collected and guaranteed the levies.    The Supervisor explained that there were times when he would receive 
calls or a visit from school board members over the years and with the shake of a hand mentioned that they 
could not make their summer or first payroll and requested if the Town of Rye could advance them money and 
would accommodate them.  The Town had been a good friend to the Blind Brook, Rye Neck and Port Chester 
School Districts and they had all been appreciative and it had been a pleasure to work with real positive people. 
But now because of Mr. Carvin, Mr. Terenzi and Mr. Hubert, the Board had to come to a meeting of the minds 
and when one school district requested one thing and the other school districts wanted to remain the same, it 
created a dilemma.  Supervisor Morabito wanted to clarify that before Mr. Carvin and Mr. Nioras said how the 
Town was keeping interest from the schools.  That was a procedure that had been done for years and years and 
it was done specifically so the schools wouldn’t have to pay a percentage of their levy to the Town of Rye to 
actually do the collection, disbursement and guarantee of the tax levy.  He noted that the Town collected over 
$160,000.00 and guaranteed the tax levies with a three and one half to four million dollar budget and a one 
million dollar levy.  The Supervisor felt that the Town had done a yeoman’s job. 
 
 On behalf of the residents of Port Chester, Rye Brook and Rye Neck, the Town having a surplus was 
mentioned and it was commented that it should be given back to the taxpayers.  Mr. Borrelli didn’t see Mr. 
Nioras, Mr. Carvin or Mr. Terenzi complaining about the Village of Rye Brook adding 3.5 million dollars to 
their fund balance. He thought that was a good practice. When the Town of Rye overspent their budget by  two, 
three or four  hundred thousand dollars, individuals wanted to come here and make headlines, but when the 
Village of Port Chester overspent their budget by 1.8 million dollars and Rye Brook two years ago by 900,000 
dollars, it was not brought up for discussion.  It was only the Town of Rye with a small budget, a small staff and 
limited capacity to make additional revenues that make individuals choose to come here.  With the money 
raised by taxes, the Town had created fairness and equity on the tax rolls and made vast improvements over the 
past fourteen years at Crawford and Rye Town Park.  The Town had increased their technology in the 
Assessment and Tax offices with little or no increase.  Last year Rye Town taxes declined by 7.5%.          
 
 Supervisor Morabito stated that the Town had overspent the budget and if the former accountant had 
issued the reconciliation of the balances prior to the end of the year, they wouldn’t have overspent their budget.  
For the last two years, Town Accountant Mr. Byrnes and Comptroller Mr. Granchelli had made budget transfers 
from line items with a surplus.   
   

* * * * * * 
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 Supervisor Morabito updated the Board on the Legacy Field and the Flood Mitigation.  He had met with 
the Friends of Crawford Park to discuss the entrance where the demolition took place.  The directive was to 
make a simple passive park with some plantings, trees and benches.  He also mentioned that the junior soccer 
field was coming to fruition with help from the County grant money. 
 
                           
 The Supervisor and his Confidential Secretary, Raymond Sculky recently had met with Rye City 
Manager, Paul Shew and Rye Brook Village Administrator, Chris Bradbury with regard to the recycle initiative 
as of September 1, 2007.  They would be on board procuring the appropriate technology and equipment for 
recycling.  That action taken was a step toward protecting the environment and in conjunction with the Global 
Warming Task Force.         
 
 
 There being no further discussion, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson 
Villanova and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
          Respectively submitted, 
 
 
 
          Linda A. Lyons 
                                                                                                                        Deputy Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 



MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 19, 2007 
 
 A Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 
September 19, 2007 at 8:00 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito  presiding. 
 

PRESENT:  in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, 
                                Michael J. Borrelli, Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Town Clerk  

                    Hope B. Vespia  
ALSO  

 PRESENT:  Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways    
                     Robert Harris, Town Accountant David Byrnes, Town Assessor Mitchell 

       Markowitz, Town  Attorney  Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph M.  
       Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda Lyons and Director of Purchasing 

                                Raymond L. Sculky 
   
 ABSENT:    Representatives from the Court 
                        

Steven Vespia led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Deputy Supervisor Borrelli read 
the Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder and video camera were in use during the proceedings.  

        * * * * * * * 
Supervisor Morabito requested a moment of silence for Nicholas Fusco, a former Village of Port 

Chester Trustee, who had passed away recently.   
       * * * * * * * 
       On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the 
minutes of the meeting held August 21, 2007 were approved as presented. 
   
       * * * * * * * 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

 
  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of August, 2007:  

TOTAL Remitted to Supervisor………………………….....$2,150.94 
  
  RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA for the month of August, 2007: 
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye……………….......$344,536.53 
                                    Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester………..…$109,077.95    
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook……….. . . . .$76,381.37 
   TOTAL………………………………………………..…..$529,995.85 
 
  CRAWFORD PARK for the month of August, 2007……………...$4,660.00 

 
* * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye is required to appoint an Assessor for a term 
of (6) years, and 
             

 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye intends to so act; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Mitchell Markowitz, residing at 26 Mohegan 
Lane, Rye Brook, New York, be and he hereby is re-appointed Sole Assessor (0062-02) for the Town of 
Rye, New York, for a term commencing October 1, 2007 and expiring September 30, 2013, at an annual 
compensation as provided for in the budget to be paid in equal bi-weekly installments with appropriate 
benefits, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, he shall execute his oath of office within 30 days with the  
Town Clerk. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
            



              
                     September 19, 2007 
 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 Intermunicipal Agreement between the Village of Rye Brook and the Town of Rye – 
Reimbursement of Medical and  Dental Benefits and Tax Collection Fees. 

 
WHEREAS, a dispute arose between the Village of Rye Brook  (the “Village”) and the Town of 

Rye  (the “Town”) concerning the Village’s reimbursement to the Town for its’ (Town’s) payment of 
medical and dental benefits for certain retired Rye Town employees for the years 1998, 1999, 2001, 
2002 and 2003, and for certain tax collection fees for the years 1997, 2000 and 2005, pursuant to an 
Agreement between the Village and the Town dated March 15, 1984, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Village and Town desire to resolve these claims upon the terms and conditions 

set forth below; 
  
  NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED BETWEEN THE VILLAGE AND TOWN 

 AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 1.  The Village shall reimburse the Town for the medical and dental benefits and tax collection fees in 
 the sum of Two Hundred Seventy Two Thousand, Four Hundred Sixty One Dollars and Seventy–Seven 
 Cents ($272,461.77), which consist of medical and dental benefits of Two Hundred Thirty One 
 Thousand, Three Hundred Fifty Six Dollars and Fifty-Two Cents  ($231,356.52) and tax collection fees 
 of Forty One Thousand, One Hundred Five Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents ($41,105.25) as set forth in 
 the chart below. 
 

Tax 

Collection 

Fees 

 

Total 

Medical & 

Dental 

Total 

Medical & 

Dental 

Total 

Medical & 

Dental 

Total 

Insurance  

Due 

Total 

Amount  

Due 

2000 2001 2002 2003   

$41,105.25 $72,107.16 $72,852.24 $86,397.12 $231,356.52 $272,461.77 

 

            2.   The Village shall make the payment set forth in paragraph 1 on or before fifteen (15) business days 
 after the date the Village and Town approve the settlement by Resolutions duly adopted by their 
 respective Boards. 
 
 3.  The Village and Town agree that this payment constitutes full and complete satisfaction of the 
 Village’s obligation to reimburse the Town for medical and dental benefits and tax collection fees of any 
 kind up to and including the date this Agreement is executed. The Town hereby forever releases and 
 discharges the Village, its elected and appointed officials, employees, agents, attorneys, heirs and 
 assigns from any and all claims, demands, causes of action, debts, sums of money and liabilities relating 
 to the reimbursement to the Town for tax collection fees and medical and dental benefits for certain 
 retired Rye Town employees pursuant to the March 15, 1984 Agreement, upon any legal or equitable 
 theory, whether contractual, common law,      statutory, federal, state, local or otherwise, whether known 
 or unknown, by reason of any act, omission transaction or occurrence that the Town ever had, now or 
 thereafter can, shall or may have against the Village up to and including the date of the execution of this 
 Agreement.     
    
  4.  Agreement is binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the parties thereto and their respective    
 elected and appointed officials, employees, successors and assigns. 
    
 5.  This Agreement represents the complete understanding between the Village and the Town and 
 supersedes any and all agreements, understandings and discussions, whether written or oral, between the 
 parties.  No other promises or agreements shall be binding unless in writing and signed by the parties. 
       

* * * * * * *     
   



                                                                                                                                    
           September 19, 2007 
 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 

 WHEREAS, the Federal Aviation Administration is continuing with its plan to reroute and  
intensify its new Flight Plan regarding aircraft over not only the Town of Rye, but also over the  
Counties of Westchester and Rockland, and 
  
 WHEREAS, its latest proposal to reroute planes operating at the Westchester County Airport is 
still unacceptable and must be changed, and 
            

WHEREAS, the proposed reassignment of air traffic could undo decades of hard work, public 
understanding and good will and is unacceptable not only to the Town of Rye, but to the Counties of 
Westchester and Rockland, and 
 

 WHEREAS, in the County of Westchester, and especially in the Town of Rye, hundreds of 
thousands of people will be affected by the additional noise and pollution if the routes are not only 
changed, and the attempt to expand is not curtailed; 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye is in complete opposition to 
the FAA’s plan to reroute and expand planes operating in and to the Westchester County Airport, and 
said attempt to reroute and expand is unacceptable and must be changed, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that efforts be directed to reduce rather than increase the level 
of noise and pollution presently emanating from the traffic in and to the Westchester County Airport, 
and  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Federal Aviation Authority do further research in the 
New York/New Jersey/Philadelphia Airspace Redesign Draft Environmental Impact Statement issued in 
December, 2005, regarding the adequacy of the Noise Mitigation Report issued by the FAA on April 6, 
2007, since these documents together fail to meet the primary purpose of the DEIS concerning the 
potential noise impacts and pollution on the hundreds of thousands of interested and affected people in 
Westchester and the DEIS fails to meet the requirements since its failure is not cured by the Noise 
Mitigation Report,  and the attempted reassignment and increase of air traffic without the legally 
required level of review could undo decades of work, public understanding  and good will, and that 
deficiencies in the Noise Mitigation Report be addressed regarding our community, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor be authorized to contact our 
representatives, namely Senators Clinton and Schumer, Congresspersons Lowey, Engel and Hall, for the 
purpose of them taking action to further investigate the devastating plan and the drastic consequences 
that will ensue should the FAA be permitted to proceed with its plan that will be injurious to not only the 
hundreds of thousands of persons in this area, but the noise and pollution that will be caused by their 
plan that will have drastic impact for hundreds of thousands of residents and the environment in general, 
and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be furnished to the Mayors and 
Supervisors of the approximately forty communities in this area that will be affected by the plan, so that 
they may take similar action being taken by the Town of Rye, and  
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be sent to the Federal Aviation 
Authority, County Executives of the Counties of Westchester and Rockland. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
 NOES:  None 
 
      * * * * * * * 
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                       September 19, 2007 
 
 
 Anthony Alba, a Life Scout with Troop 2 of Mamaroneck, had addressed a letter to Supervisor 
Morabito requesting permission to clean the Stuart Cemetery in Rye Neck as an Eagle Scout Project.  
Anthony provided a map showing the location and informed the Board members that registered scouts 
assisting him and adult supervisors would be covered under the Boy Scouts of America national 
insurance policy.  He also asked if they could get a dumpster donated or arrange an alternative method 
for garbage disposal. He was anticipating a favorable response from the Town Board.  Supervisor 
Morabito and the Board members agreed that that was a wonderful project and it was suggested that  
Town Clerk Vespia contact Mr. Alba and his Troop leader to make sure that the appropriate insurance 
was procured and for Frank DiLeo to meet with them at the location to see what had to be done.  
Members of the Board wished Anthony good luck with the project.      
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Assessor Markowitz wished to notify those present as well as the home audience that the STAR 
Enhanced rebate checks from the State of New York had started to arrive.  Next, people would be 
receiving applications for the STAR Basic rebate and he urged every person to apply immediately once 
they received the application.     
 
           The Assessment Board and Review had reviewed and completed each and every complaint and 
letters with the results had been mailed. The assessment roll which was completed last week was 
available for public scrutiny and the final assessed values for 2007 would be on the Town’s website 
tomorrow.        

* * * * * * 
        

Town Comptroller Joseph Granchelli noted that the preliminary report for the Town of Rye from 
the Town auditors, Bennett & Kielsen had been received that afternoon and each Board Member would  
receive a copy after the meeting.  The final report would be completed with all the footnotes by the end 
of the month.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
                            
 Councilperson Villanova was very concerned that vital information was being withheld from him 
regarding the Rye Town audit and the New York State Comptroller’s office. He was very upset that he 
was not notified of the entrance conference on October 27, 2006 and was supposed to be notified or 
receive a letter for the exit conference in June, 2007.  He further asked Councilperson Lagana and 
Councilperson Mendicino if they were contacted by the Comptroller’s office or did they attend this 
meeting and both replied “no”.  He questioned Councilperson Borrelli who refused to be cross-examined 
by a fellow councilman. Supervisor Morabito responded that he was not there either and added that the 
meeting was attended by the Comptroller as well as the Town auditors which had been appropriate for 
decades.  Councilperson Villanova said that was not protocol. Councilperson Villanova had spoken to 
Mr. Chris Ellis from the State Comptroller’s office who said that he should have been notified in 
October by October’s letter and notified in June by June’s letter.  Mr. Ellis e-mailed a copy of the letters 
to him. He felt that he wasn’t given an opportunity to comment whether favorably or unfavorably.  A 
heated discussion ensued regarding the interaction of the State Auditors and Board members. 
         
  Councilperson Villanova then questioned where they stood with regard to the IAAO report since 
today’s date was supposed to be the deadline.  Assessor Markowitz mentioned that the Town had 
received a preliminary letter which had been made available to Board members.  He further explained 
that the consultant had a computer problem for several weeks and was a little bit behind. Councilperson 
Villanova asked if it was known when the report would be completed and Assessor Markowitz 
responded that he couldn’t answer definitively and that he had been pushing the consultant for several 
months to finish it.  
 
 Councilperson Villanova stated that the Rye Town Newsletter as per a resolution was not 
supposed to go out after sixty days before the election.  It was his opinion that the newsletter was mailed 
illegally. Councilperson Villanova mentioned that it went against a resolution.   
        
      * * * * * * * 
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 Regarding the school agreement, Councilperson Villanova asked the Supervisor if the Board 
empowered him to meet with the school about it.   Supervisor Morabito stated that they had not agreed 
on anything other than the fact that an opinion from the Comptroller was being awaited and that the 
school would be sending the Board a resolution one way or another after that opinion was received.  The 
right now was only discussion and negotiation with Dr. Carlisle, Dr. Valenti, Dr. Mustich and the 
Supervisor. When it was finalized, he would inform the Board of the dialogue and seek input. There was 
a resolution coming forth from the Blind Brook School requesting that the Board distribute to them any 
collections in January as of February 5.  Everything was pending the letter that was requested from the 
Comptroller. Supervisor Morabito mentioned when the superintendent of a school board requested a 
meeting, the Supervisor did not need the Board to empower him to meet. Councilperson Villanova 
disagreed and mentioned the next time the Board was going to hear about the issue, it would be too late 
to take any action and therefore not a part of the process.  
 
 Councilperson Villanova recognized James Gargan who was very active in the community for 
many years on his recent passing. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
          Councilperson Mendicino reminisced about seeing the late Nicholas Fusco often sitting on a 
certain bench at Rye Town Park and suggested that with the permission of his family, the Town dedicate 
that bench to him next Spring.  She mentioned what a wonderful time everyone had last Saturday at the 
Fireman’s Parade hosted by Port Chester and thanked the men for their hard work and efforts.  
Councilperson Mendicino presented for public review the log of all the equipment repairs by Town 
employees at Crawford Park and Rye Town Park, which saved money. 
 
                * * * * * * * 
   
 Councilperson Lagana commented on the audit and the continuing disagreement with the State 
regarding contract services and what the Town could do with limited resources.  He felt that going 
forward they should look at the procurement policy and go for RFP’s (Request for Proposals).  He 
firmly believed the Town was getting fantastic services for what those people and vendors were paid, 
but felt if staff had to be added to the budget, so be it.  The Board could no longer just try to save 
money.    People only heard the negative and never heard the positive and he stated that he just wanted 
the public to know that they did the best with what they had.           
      * * * * * * * 
  
 Councilperson Borrelli spoke about his concern of the playground at Crawford Park which was 
in dire need of repair or replacement.  Raymond Sculky got proposals for the repairs. Councilperson 
Borrelli demonstrated a sketch of plans for the future.  He noticed that a lot of young families were using 
the park and he was looking for improvements of equipment for children from ages 2 to 5.  The last 
playground was improved about 10 years ago.  
      * * * * * * * 
 
 The second phase of the walking trail had been started and should be completed within the next 
two weeks due to the cooperation with the Friends of Crawford Park and a $50,000 grant which was 
procured through the efforts of John Walter and Assemblyman George Latimer. Councilperson Borrelli 
went on to describe the idea of putting a heart arranged with purple flowers on the hill behind the 
Korean War memorial in the park.  He finished by reading a prepared statement about the many cost-
effective improvements to the park which included planting trees and flowers. 
    
      * * * * * * * 
  
 In his comments to the public, Supervisor Morabito stated he was insulted that a person from the 
public thought that the publication of the newsletter was politically motivated.  It was at the printer prior 
to the 60 days but there was a glitch at the printer’s office where it sat for three or four days.  If the 
intention of the Board was to do something intentionally to violate the sixty days, they would have sent 
out the newsletter three weeks before the election.  
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                     September 19, 2007  
 
 
 Supervisor Morabito went on to explain some of the good things that were going on, such as the  
continuing efforts to create a legacy field at the Port Chester Middle School and due to the revaluation, 
the reception of over $150,000 from the state. For the first time in over a decade, the school districts 
were able to budget realistically because of the reduced certioraris.  With regard to the no-bid contract 
for Mr. Watch, he stated that was a contractual agreement documented by attorneys and a former 
resolution. The Rye Town property tax rate stabilization resulted in no Rye Town property tax increase 
for 2006 and a reduction in the Town tax last year. With County Legislator Martin Rogowsky, the Board 
was part of an effort to get the Consolidated Sewer District maintenance which finally happened with a 
subsequent reduction of 34% in Port Chester’s in sewer tax.  Rye Neck school taxes had declined for 2 
consecutive years through the efforts that were made to shift taxes back to the City of Rye and Port 
Chester’s school taxes had been at their lowest levels in 30 years. Rye Brook taxes had been relatively 
stable for years but that year they actually had a reduction in taxes. Rye Town Park had been greatly 
improved with funds from grants and finally that the Town of Rye was going green.  Regarding the 
audit, the Supervisor repeated the line said by the state auditors that they did not find or discover any 
inappropriate payments to any vendor and any payments were backed up with the correct 
documentation.  With regard to the most recent audit for the Town of Rye, there had been an on-going 
disagreement with the State Comptroller. Any project that required a bidding process was put out with 
specifications and a formal bid process was approved by the Board.  The Supervisor at a later meeting 
would direct the Town Attorney to create a blank RFP for selected services. The Supervisor looked 
forward to presenting to the Town Board the first draft of a budget which would have a significant 
decrease to the taxpayers. He closed by saying he was proud of his record of the last 14 years.  
  
 Town Attorney Mann added that what the Comptroller did not realize was that according to New 
York law, professional services did not go out on public bids.    
 
       There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by 
Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:32 P.M. 
 
 
                   Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                      Hope B. Vespia 
                                                                                                                      Town Clerk 
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MEETING HELD OCTOBER 16, 2007 
 
 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, October 16, 
2007 at 8:00 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New 
York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 
 PRESENT:      in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michael J. Borrelli and   
   William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia.  
            ALSO 
 PRESENT:     Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Robert Harris, 

Town Accountant David Byrnes, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz,  Town 
Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, Deputy 
Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 

 
 ABSENT:        Councilpersons Michelle Mendicino and Dominick Lagana.   
              
            ALSO  
            ABSENT:        Representatives from the Court.   
   
 Frank Mioli led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the 
Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 

* * * * * * * 

 Supervisor Morabito asked for a moment of silence for the recent passing of Leonard Cusumano, 
the Building Inspector for the Village of Port Chester and Donald McKenzie, who served as a Port 
Chester Volunteer Fireman for over 50 years.    
        * * * * * * *  

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the minutes of the 
meeting held on September 19, 2007 were approved as presented. 
       * * * * * * *  

 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of September, 2007: 
   Total submitted to Supervisor……………………………...…..$ 1,762.19  
  RECEIVER OF TAXES  NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of September, 2007:  
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye……………………$34,380,440.61   
              Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester…….………….$60,500.34 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook………….………$21,247.01 
   Total………………………………………………….…….$34,462,187.96  
  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of September, 2007 
   Total submitted to Supervisor…………………………….…….$7,100.00  

* * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 WHEREAS, the representative of Troop 2 of the Boy Scouts of America has presented the 
Town Board of the Town of Rye with a program for voluntary maintenance and cleanup of the Stuart 
Cemetery located behind Stuart Avenue in the Village of Mamaroneck, and 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board is supportive of the efforts of the Scouts to clean up the cemetery, 
and 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board desires to fall within the protection of Section 165 of the General  
Municipal Law which allows for municipal corporation to establish a Voluntary Cemetery Maintenance 
and Cleanup Program and exempt themselves from liability for damages sustained by anybody; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye hereby 
adopts the Maintenance and Cleanup Program as presented by Anthony Alba. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:       Councilperson Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:       None 
 ABSENT:  Councilpersons Mendicino and Lagana 
 
      * * * * * * * 



          
                 October 16, 2007 
 
 Domenick Consolo from Bennett, Keilson, Storch, DeSantis & Company gave a presentation for 
the 2006 Town of Rye Financial Statements.  There was a time for questions from Board members and 
Mr. Consolo gave an explanation regarding revenues, expenditures, State Aid and Mortgage Tax and the 
fund balance.  
 
                  * * * * * * * 
 
            Juanita McMahon from Miracle Recreation Equipment Company presented a proposal for a new 
playground for Crawford Park.  She handed out booklets which demonstrated the layout for the 
equipment, the materials to be used and included was the quote for the project. 
 
       * * * * * * * 
 
 Jeff Charles, the Site Specialists for Landscape Structures, also presented a proposal for a new 
playground for Crawford Park.  He also handed out brochures which demonstrated the proposed layout 
and explained the various equipment, structures and colors to be used.  He also submitted a quote for the 
cost for the materials and labor.  
  
       * * * * * * * 
  
 Christopher Cohan, a landscape architect, was pleased to have the opportunity to share some 
positive news about the projects at Crawford Park.  He reported that the second phase of the walking 
trail has been completed and now the pedestrian pathway was over a mile long.  He mentioned receiving 
two grants: one from the New York Power Authority which funded half of the cost of a variety of 
evergreens and another grant which provided thirteen Liberty Elms to be planted along the pedestrian 
path.   Another project just completed was a “purple heart display” located above the Korean Memorial 
which consisted of over five hundred purple chrysanthemums and framed with yellow and gold colored 
chrysanthemums.  Mr. Cohan recognized Michael Buccieri who donated all the flowers and was very 
enthusiastic about the project.  Mr. Borrelli thanked Michael and his dad, Silvio Buccieri for their time, 
efforts and generous donation. 
          
          * * * * * * * 
         
 Supervisor Morabito gave a little background, stating he had met with members of the Port 
Chester School Board concerning the Legacy Fields program. A committee was not formed but once 
they had a formulated plan, the Village of Rye Brook was brought on board. David Smith, the planner 
and Dolph Rotfeld, the engineer attended the meeting to give a presentation. David Smith explained for 
those who might not be familiar with the Legacy Field Program that it was administered by the County 
of Westchester and had been a very successful program which provided dollars to communities in 
Westchester and its residents for recreational purposes.  He had worked with two communities, the 
Village of Port Chester and the Village of Sleepy Hollow who had received monies for their new fields 
and the Village of Rye Brook had received monies for the construction of a new athletic field.  As the 
Supervisor indicated, there were four different players: the first being Westchester County who would 
provide the funding through a grant which would allow for the construction of new fields; the second 
player was the Town of Rye was acting as a funding conduit for the construction of the project. The 
Village of Rye Brook had already received grant monies for the funding of their fields and essentially 
reached their limit. The third player was the Village of Rye Brook who would be enlisted to help with 
the maintenance, scheduling and security of the fields.  The fourth player was the Port Chester School 
District which would provide a substantial area of land on the middle school property and would have 
the benefit to access and use these new fields throughout the course of the day.   Issues that had to be 
addressed would be inter-municipal agreements to understand the uses, schedules and responsibilities, 
long-term leases with the school in order to build fields on their grounds and a series of environmental 
issues which needed to be addressed and Dolph Rotfeld was well-qualified with drainage and sight 
engineering.  Several components proposed would include two regulation soccer fields and a Miracle 
Field for children with special needs. Supervisor Morabito added that that would be the second Miracle 
Field in the County and there was a dire need for another. 
 
           * * * * * * *  
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                                      October 16, 2007 
 
 Councilperson Villanova asked Mr. Smith with regards to the County and the Legacy grant 
“what is the total that is available to us”.   Councilperson Villanova was also concerned if that would 
interfere with other municipalities who had experienced serious devastations be reduced for flood 
mitigation. Supervisor Morabito responded that 7.9 million dollars would be granted for the project and 
that the County of Westchester had set aside an additional 10 million dollars for grants with the hopes to 
get matching fees from the State and Federal governments.  He also explained that that required a give 
and take process. Roads that were formally maintained by the County in Rye Brook and Port Chester 
would now be maintained by the Villages.  The Town of Rye’s component would be to create flood 
mitigation intervention at the Port Chester Middle School and to provide senior affordable housing on 
the site at William Street where the garage was.    
 
 Dolph Rotfeld, the engineer for the project, presented diagrams of the site of Bowman Avenue 
and Westchester Avenue, the school itself, the existing baseball field and playground. He explained that 
the intent was to build two soccer fields and bleachers, the Miracle field the entrance road from Bowman 
Avenue and at the Northwest corner was where the Public Works facility for Rye Brook would be 
relocated which would provide forty extra parking spaces. The meandering brook was going to be piped 
in a culvert of concrete under the field from Westchester Avenue to Bowman Avenue. The flood 
prevention intended would create storm water retention with two to three feet of crushed stone beneath 
the fields which would provide a good opportunity with the hopes of preventing some of the existing 
flooding.    Councilperson Villanova asked how that would affect the traffic on Westchester Avenue and 
Mr. Rotfeld explained that it would be done one lane at a time.       
 
      * * * * * * *        
 Assessor Markowitz informed the Board and the public of the Town’s ongoing technology 
program to make available the real property assessment records on the web. The project originated in 
2006 with an application by the Town of Rye to the New York State Department of “ORPS” for funding 
for the “Real Property Tax Administration Technology Improvement Grant Program”.   The Town 
requested  $29, 310.00 and that was the amount granted based on the proposal by a particular company’s 
project summary to enable the Town to place on the internet the Town’s real property assessments and 
selected inventory that provided taxpayers, various levels of government and the general public the 
ability to access all parcels and selected parcel related data.  Information currently available as public 
records in the Assessor’s office could be accessed by property designations, owner’s names and street 
addresses and include living area, lot size, year built, sales information, exemptions applied and various 
improvements such as decks, garages and additions and allowed for printing this information similar to a 
property record card.  
          
 That allowed instant access and would be extremely helpful to all departments within the Town 
of Rye especially the Building Departments in the Village of Port Chester and the Village of Rye Brook 
as well as the portion of Mamaroneck that the Town assessed. The system selected, Systems 
Development, Inc. based in upstate New York, described the image made on-line was used by almost 
50% of municipalities throughout New York State and allowed users to access the data for free. That 
system would provide the public with easy access to “RPS” data which was the software currently used 
for assessment and inventory work, the tax maps which currently existed and photographic images on 
the various properties throughout the Town.  The Villages were currently examining the system and 
would get back to the Board with feedback.   
                        
 Councilperson Villanova asked Assessor Markowitz what the status was with the I.A.A.O. 
report.   Assessor Markowitz said that he was still awaiting receipt of the report and wished that they 
would get it done.  
      * * * * * * * 
 Supervisor Morabito asked Town Attorney  Mann at the last meeting to prepare for the ongoing 
Comptroller’s report a remedy or a resolution to be used for the Board’s edification.  Based on the 
Supervisor’s request, Mr. Mann had contacted the Association of Towns for the State of New York and 
researched Section 103 of the General Municipal Law from which he gathered a significant amount of 
information and prepared a tentative resolution as to what was required and what not was required for 
the bidding process.   The resolution was given to Town Clerk, Hope Vespia to make copies and 
distribute to the Board to possibly present for the November meeting. 
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           October 16, 2007 
  
 
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca reported that in the next couple of weeks he would be meeting with 
other software companies in the effort to further modernize his department and possibly get on-line.   He 
would present the information once received.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Town Accountant Byrnes reported that the budget process for 2008 had begun. Department 
heads had received their wish list and would be meeting with them in the next couple of weeks and with 
the Board to review the tentative budget.  There was an issue with expenditures and also revenues for 
2008 and what they budgeted for mortgage tax and with the County Legislature about what was 
anticipated for 2008. Councilperson Villanova requested a little bit more of a narrative, a description of 
the departments and list of their goals and whether or not they met their goals, fell short or exceeded 
their goals and the opportunity to add a line item for education     The Supervisor felt that mission 
statements for departments need not be required, but noted that any additional funds be granted for 
further education to enable their department function in a better way.  
       
      * * * * * * *        
 Superintendent of Highways Harris was delayed in New Jersey and asked  Supervisor Morabito 
to report that he had already had three meetings with the residents of Mamaroneck including the 
Superintendent of Highways and the Village Manager to discuss the situation with the bridges and the 
paving.  He was scheduled to take a three-day training course class the beginning of November.  
Councilperson Villanova asked if a report was received for the floor samplings of the Jefferson Avenue 
Bridge and Supervisor Morabito wasn’t sure if that had been done yet. 
  
      * * * * * * *                      
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca reported as a former records clerk that in the year 1989 the State 
created a department known as “SARA” State Archives and Retention Association and the  Town of 
Rye came on board.  During that time the Town was quite favored and received a lot of funding.  Mr. 
Mecca was an inventory person who was overjoyed to open up an old file and find the original map of 
the Town of Rye which was drawn in 1797.   He gave a presentation of the Town’s 1797 refurbished 
map and the preserved 1979 Town of Rye Assessment Roll.  The month of October was Archives Month 
and the State asked that each municipality to possibly do something in recognition of that.  He felt that 
those were the most precious treasures the Town had.  He announced that those artifacts would be 
available in the Town Clerk’s Office for viewing and also noted that within the past year representative 
from the State “SARA” department had used the Town’s courtroom to conduct classes for neighboring 
municipalities.      
      * * * * * * *       
        
 Dr. Richard Buzin, current and former President of the Blind Brook Board of Education and a 
former two-year Village of Rye Brook Trustee, stated that the Rye Brook and Port Chester communities  
were familiar with the “King Street Raceway”.   Last week there occurred a serious car accident at the 
King Street and Betsy Brown intersection.  A number of years ago a crossing guard was struck by an 
automobile and there was also a broadside accident in front of a nursing home on King Street that 
claimed the life of a nanny employed by a resident in Rye Brook.  As a school board member, he was 
not only concerned with the children who attended and drove to the Blind Brook School, but equally 
concerned with the children who attended King Street School; many who had to cross that busy street.  
It was believed that that was totally a State Road and that the New York Department of Transportation 
was aware of that.  He had come as an advocate for children of both school districts and reaching out to 
the Town of Rye entities asking for our support along with the villages in the area and state officials to 
get on board to convince the State of New York Department of Transportation to come up with a traffic 
control device, such as a traffic light and try to do something for the communities.        
 
          Supervisor Morabito made a recommendation that a resolution with the support of the Board be 
drafted immediately and be sent to the New York State Department of Transportation, Governor Elliot 
Spitzer, State and Local Officials.  Senator Charles E. Schumer, Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
Senator Suzi Oppenheimer, Congresswoman Nita Lowey, Assemblyman George Latimer, Village 
Boards of the Village of Rye Brook and the Village of Port Chester.   The following resolution was 
dictated to Town Attorney Mann and brought before the Board for a vote. 
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  On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following  
Resolution was adopted. 
 
 WHEREAS,  King Street located in the Town of Rye, Village of Rye Brook and Village Port 
Chester is a State Road, and 
 
 WHEREAS, at the intersection of King Street and Betsy Brown Road located in the Town of 
Rye and Village of Port Chester several car accidents have occurred, one recently where students were 
injured. King Street runs through the Villages of Port Chester and Rye Brook in the Town of Rye where 
the Blind Brook High School, King Street Elementary School, two churches and a nursing home are 
located and is frequently referred to as “the raceway”, and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the opinion and position of the Town Board of the Town of Rye that all steps 
be taken to correct the existing dangerous situation that exists, especially with regard to the safety and 
lives of individuals, especially children, who must use this area to and from school;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that two actions that should be taken are the 
installation of a traffic light and pedestrian lines be installed at said location and that the area speed limit 
be set at fifteen (15) miles per hour, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Department of 
Transportation, to the Regional Director of the New York State Department of Transportation regarding 
Region 8, Ms. Dupont, at Eleanor Roosevelt State Office Building, 4 Burnett Blvd, Poughkeepsie, New 
York 12603, Governor Elliot Spitzer, Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton, Senator Charles E. Schumer, 
Senator Suzi Oppenheimer, Congresswoman Nita Lowey, Assemblyman George Latimer, Village 
Boards of the Village of Rye Brook and the Village of Port Chester, with a request for them to 
investigate and take whatever action is possible to alleviate and eliminate this dangerous situation before 
any tragedy occurs, and 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED FURTHER, that the New York State Department of Transportation be 
placed on notice regarding this dangerous and life-threatening situation, and that they keep us informed 
as to action that is required to be taken and that will be taken and it is further  
 
             ROLL CALL: 
             AYES:        Councilpersons Michael Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
             NOES:        None  
             ABSENT:   Councilpersons Michelle Mendicino and Dominick Lagana 
 
                  * * * * * * * 
  
 There was a time for public comments and the Supervisor responded to each one. In closing, the 
Supervisor made a few additional comments.   
  
      * * * * * * * 
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 
Councilperson Villanova and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 P.M.       
 
 
                          Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
               Hope B. Vespia 
                                                                                                                  Town Clerk  
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          MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 09, 2007 

  

A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Friday, November 09, 2007 at 

5:20 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with 

Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 

PRESENT:   in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons  Michele  Mendicino,                          

          Michael  J. Borrelli (absent at roll call), William Villanova and Town  Clerk    

          Hope B. Vespia. 

 ALSO  

 PRESENT:   Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Robert  

         Harris, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph M.  

         Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda Lyons and Director of Purchasing  

         Raymond L. Sculky. 

          

ABSENT:    Councilperson Dominick Lagana    

  

 DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 ABSENT:    Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz and Representatives of the Court. 

 

        Receiver of Taxes Mecca led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Supervisor  

Morabito read the Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was not in use during the proceedings. 

 

          * * * * * * * 

 

Supervisor Morabito called for a moment of silence for Deacon Jack Munnick who had passed 

away noting his long time association with many organizations, including Chaplain for the Volunteer 

Fire Department and the EMS.  He also highlighted on the Deacon’s involvement in many religious 

services, Baptisms, and Weddings, adding he was truly an outstanding example for all residents in the 

Town of Rye. 

 

          * * * * * * * 

         

 Town Clerk Vespia presented the 2008 Tentative Budget to the members of the Town Board. 

Supervisor Morabito stated that meetings would be held on Thursday, November 15, 2007 in his office 

with Department Heads, the Town Accountant and the Town Comptroller. 

 

           * * * * * * * 

 

  On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the regular  

meeting date remained Tuesday November 20, 2007 at 8:00 P.M. and a Public Hearing on the Budget  

would be held on Tuesday, December 4, 2007 at 7:00 P.M. The final review and adoption of the budget  

would take place at the regular monthly meeting to be held on Tuesday, December 18, 2007 at 7:30 P.M. 

in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building. 

 

         * * * * * * * 

 

   There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by  

Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 P.M. 

 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

                                                                                                            Hope B. Vespia                                                                         

                                                                                                            Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 20, 2007 

 
 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 
November 20, 2007 at 8:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 
           PRESENT:   in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, Dominick  
                     Lagana, Michael Borrelli, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia.   

ALSO 
 PRESENT:  Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Robert Harris, 
          Town Accountant David Byrnes, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town 
           Attorney Monroe Y.  Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph Granchelli, Deputy Town  
          Clerk Linda A. Lyons and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky.             
                                   

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
ABSENT:    Representatives of the Court. 
 

      * * * * * * *  

 Superintendent of Highways  Harris led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the 
Opening Prayer was read by Supervisor Morabito. The tape recorder and video camera were in use 
during the proceedings. 
      * * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the minutes of the 
meeting held October 16, 2007 were approved as presented.   On motion of Councilperson Villanova, 
seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the minutes of the meeting held November 09, 2007 were 
approved as presented.  
      * * * * * * * 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of October, 2007: 
                       Total submitted to Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... .. … ………...$1,861.05                         
  
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of October, 2007: 
  Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye….……………….……........$9,625,511.50               
                        Deposited to Treasurer, Village of  Port Chester……………………      74,724.90      
     Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook……………………...        8,881.43 
              
  Total…………………………..…………………….…..………......$9,709,117.83 
 
 CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of October, 2007: 
  Total submitted to Supervisor……………………………….....……….$5,780.00   
       * * * * * * * 
 Supervisor Morabito requested that a resolution be added to the agenda regarding the re-
appointment of Milton Meiskin to the Town of Rye Board of Assessment Review since his appointment 
expired on September 30, 2007. Supervisor Morabito requested that that re-appointment be ratified on 
the recommendation of the Village of Rye Brook. Discussions transpired with Raymond Sculky and the 
Village of Rye Brook Administrator, Chris Bradbury who indicated the Rye Brook Board’s plan to 
reappoint Mr. Meiskin at their meeting the following Tuesday. Rye Brook was waiting for a resolution 
from the Board to ask for a recommendation. Councilperson Villanova suggested that that appeared to 
be “putting the cart before the horse” and would rather have written, not verbal documentation from the 
Village of Rye Brook stating their actions and felt there was nothing wrong with holding that over for 
the December monthly meeting. Supervisor Morabito stated that Councilperson Villanova’s concerns 
were noted. 
           On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, Supervisor 
Morabito was authorized to add a resolution to the agenda: 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
            NOES:    Councilperson Villanova 

* * * * * * *  
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 Supervisor Morabito asked for a resolution to be adopted for the Town’s recommendation that 
Milton Meiskin with his 27 years of experience be re-appointed to the Board at the compensation 
currently included in the 2008 budget. He explained that when the Villages dropped their assessment 
status four years ago, their appointments were that of the two Boards.  Port Chester had two 
appointments, the Village of Rye Brook had two appointments and the Town appointed a representative 
from Mamaroneck.     
 Councilperson Villanova questioned the line item in the Tentative Budget for 2008 noting an 
increase for the Board of Assessment Review from sixteen thousand dollars to eighteen thousand 
dollars. Supervisor Morabito recognized Councilperson Villanova’s point, stating that that was only the 
tentative budget and the salary would commence with the approval of the budget.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that Milton Meiskin, residing at 53 Country Ridge Circle, Rye Brook, New York has 
been a member of the Town of Rye Board of Assessment Review whose term became effective October 1, 
2002 and expired September 30, 2007.   
 
 RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye is requesting that the Village of Rye Brook recommend Milton 
Meiskin to be re-appointed a member of the Town of Rye Board of Assessment Review for an additional 
five (5) year term, effective October 1, 2007 and expiring September 30, 2012. 
 
     ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana  and Supervisor Morabito   
 NOES:      Councilperson Villanova   
       * * * * * * *   
            On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
           WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of 103 of the General Municipal Law, entitled 
Advertising for bids; letting of contracts; criminal conspiracies; the Town of Rye has so adopted the 
requirements set forth in said law, and 
 

 WHEREAS, under the provisions of said section, a single public works contract that is 
estimated to cost in excess of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) during the year is subject to the said 
provision requiring competitive bidding, and 
 
 WHEREAS, in Opinion of the State Comptroller 1983 No. 83-113, it was held as follows: 
 It is often difficult to determine precisely what group of work should be considered as 
constituting a single project.  This is especially true in situations involving similar work to be performed 
at several different sites, such as is often the case with sidewalk, curbing or road repairs or 
improvements.  We suggest, purely as an informal guideline, that work utilizing similar labor and 
materials, to be performed in reasonably close geographical proximity and within a reasonably close 
time, period, might be viewed as a single project.  However, no all-encompassing rule can be laid down, 
as each set of facts must be analyzed separately, and 
 
 WHEREAS, if the aggregate of any particular work required by the Town of Rye is expected to 
exceed $20,000.00 for any one project, or if the aggregate amount of goods or services constitutes a 
single purchase or public works project which must be bid as a unit if in excess of the bidding limits, 
bids for same should be required, and  
 
      WHEREAS, the State Comptroller, in Opinions State Comptroller 1980 No. 80-415 has stated: 
We note that if the district finds it difficult to prepare bid specifications for the entire amount of services 
needed in the course of a fiscal year because of the uncertainties involved, it could bid each issue 
separately, or prepare specifications based on the requirements of a single issue and set forth the 
estimated minimum and maximum number of issues require during the year; 
 

* * * * * * * 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye continues to act in 
accordance with the above requirements and in accordance with the provisions of Subsection 103 
General Municipal Law, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the provisions of law concerning professional services be 
and the same hereby are continued. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
 NOES:   None 
                    
      * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
      WHEREAS, the following taxpayer has requested permission from the Town Board to enter into 
a taxpayer agreement in order to be exempt from the Town’s In-Rem foreclosure, and 
 

      WHEREAS, Gorgonio Rodriguez, owner of property located at 73 Smith Street, Port Chester, 
New York, known on the Tax Assessment Roll of the Town of Rye as Section 142.30, Block 1, Lot 67, 
desires to preserve possession of and title to said property by the payment of these back taxes pursuant 
to Section 1184 of the Real Property Law,  and  
 

      WHEREAS, the amount of unpaid taxes with interest, penalties and legal fees is $4,352.99 as 
set forth in the agreement on file in the office of the Receiver of Taxes, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, 
New York  10573, and 
 
      WHEREAS, the taxpayer agreement has been reviewed by the In-Rem Special Counsel 
Attorney and the Town Attorney and found to be acceptable; 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor, Receiver of Taxes, In-Rem 
Special Town Attorney be, and they hereby are authorized to enter into a taxpayer agreement. 
 
      ROLL CALL: 
      AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
      NOES:    None 
        * * * * * * * 
 
 Town Attorney Mann reported on the pending lawsuit case entitled Ametek Incorporated 
organized and doing business with the Croton Point Landfill Joint Defense Group and with the Plaintiffs 
against Kraft Foods North America and all the municipalities in Westchester County who did contribute 
to the landfill at Croton Point. He explained that the Town along with all the other municipalities was  
sued a couple of years ago and that suit had been pending right up to now.  Town Attorney Mann and  
Deputy Town Attorney, Carolyn Mann, had been in constant communication with the Federal Court and 
the Plaintiffs. The pending amount against the Village of Port Chester was $350,000.00 and the Village 
was a part of a joint defense group. The Town Attorneys defended that case separately because of the 
tens of thousands of dollars that Ametek was demanding from the Town. Ametek reduced the claim to 
$15,000.00 but the Town Attorneys refused to go along that amount. The Town Attorneys presented a 
briefing to the Plaintiffs and to Judge Connor from the Federal District Court  who agreed with the 
suggested settlement amount of $2,000.00. A tentative resolution was reached in which the Plaintiffs 
accept the $2,000.00 and sign a release agreement.  One of the provisions of the resolution was that if 
the case were ever to be reopened in the future, the Town would only be responsible to pay the 
$2,000.00.      
 Supervisor Morabito congratulated Town Attorneys Monroe Mann and Carolyn Mann for their 
fine job and asked for a motion to authorize him to authorize Town Attorney Monroe Mann to pay the 
settlement and then authorize Comptroller  Granchelli to issue the check.   
 
         * * * * * * * 
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 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, Supervisor 
Morabito was authorized to approve the settlement with Ametek through Town Attorney Monroe Mann. 
 
 Town Accountant Byrnes reported that the Board had received the tentative budget on November 
9, 2007 which had been submitted to the Town Clerk on October 30, 2007. The Town Accountant had 
held budget meetings with Department Heads on November 15.  He would be working to revise the 
tentative budget to incorporate some of the changes in the preliminary budget and would schedule a 
work session with the Board tentatively on December 4 at 7:00PM, which was a Public Hearing date.  
After the work session and the public hearing, changes would be made from the preliminary budget to 
the final budget and then submitted for the Board’s approval on December 18 as well as addressing 2007 
budget transfers. The Supervisor stated that he would have some issues that deal with that budget that 
the next Board would have to deal with.  He would be meeting with Councilperson Villanova and 
Supervisor-elect Carvin to discuss some of the budget issues to get some feedback from them before the 
Board meeting.  Councilperson Mendicino would not be able to attend that meeting since not more that 
two councilpersons would be allowed to meet but she would receive any information discussed. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Supervisor Morabito congratulated Robert Harris on his election as Superintendent of Highways 
and Nicholas Mecca on his recent re-election as Receiver of Taxes.  
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Superintendent of Highways Harris spoke of a once-a-year training session he had attended and 
found to be highly valuable that would help with the two bridges that were in need of substantial repair 
in the next year.  He felt he was now up-to-speed on bridge construction and design.  Going forward he 
would be attending a series of meetings on the update of information.  A discussion ensued on the need 
for money in the budget for the bridges since substantial work had to be done possibly costing millions 
of dollars.  Superintendent Harris stated that he knew that federal, state and county monies would be 
available for those kinds of repairs.   
      * * * * * * *  
 During the comments from the public portion of the meeting, Goldie Solomon of Port Chester 
stated that taxes at all levels were too high based on over-valued assessment in time of depression.  Too 
many properties were off the tax rolls.  She stated she was also waiting for voter registration forms to be 
verified.  Supervisor Morabito responded that Town Assessor Markowitz was on top of properties off 
the tax rolls and he, the Supervisor, did not think that the County tax would go up as had been reported 
in the papers; rather the County tax should remain the same or go down.   
      * * * * * * * 
  
 Councilperson Villanova asked for an update on the playground at Crawford Park.  
Councilperson Borrelli stated that he did not have time to pursue the matter and that he would turn over 
the information to the new Administration for them to pursue.   
 
 Councilperson Villanova asked if the Board could touch base with the Village of Rye Brook and 
the City of Rye to enter into IMAs in regard to snow removal for Rye Town Park and Crawford Park.  
Supervisor Morabito responded that the City of Rye was doing snow removal at Rye Town Park at no 
cost and there was an unwritten agreement for the last ten years with the Village of Rye Brook who 
would do the roadway through Crawford Park which would probably continue.  The parking lot for the 
Town offices was being done by the Town staff and by the Village of Port Chester.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Councilperson Lagana congratulated Supervisor-elect Carvin, and Councilpersons-elect David B. 
Gelfarb and Robert Nioras on their recent victory.  He said he had the privilege of serving on the Town 
Board for twelve years and he made a lot of friends adding that it was a great experience that he would 
recommend to anyone. He noted that running for government did give one a pretty good experience of 
what was going on in Town. He congratulated Judge Anthony Provenzano, Superintendent of Highways  
Harris and Receiver of Taxes Mecca and wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.   
       

* * * * * * *      
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 Councilperson Borrelli read his prepared statement into the record. He said that he truly enjoyed 
serving on the Rye Town Council over the past eleven years and wished Mr.Carvin, Mr. Nioras and Mr. 
Gelfarb much success.  Never-the-less, he wanted to mention some observations of the past campaign.  
His family was extremely happy that he would no longer be on the Council but would be able to relax 



and enjoy his grandchildren more.  However, his family was heartbroken on how his time on the Board 
actually came to an end.  It would be one thing to lose on the issues, but to have been called “corrupt” in 
the process was wrong and unforgivable. First and foremost, the allegations were not true and were 
without basis. It was intended to scare voters and it probably worked. In the process it was very hurtful. 
The use of the word “corrupt” was not something a neighbor would do.  The word “corrupt” was not a 
word that someone who claimed to want to unite a community would use. Winning at any cost was not 
something that the Town of Rye needed or wanted in its future. The bottom line was that change was 
good and he hoped that the new members of the Council could move beyond the past campaign and 
fulfill their promises. 
      * * * * * *        
 Councilperson Mendicino had no comments.  She mentioned that she had phoned and 
congratulated her new team members and was looking forward to working with them and wished 
everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
      * * * * * * * 
 Supervisor Morabito congratulated the winners of the recent election and stated that Supervisor-
elect Carvin, Councilperson Villanova and he were to meet to have a smooth transition of authority.  He 
addressed some issues that were brought up in the campaign.  From the pre-election night at a Blind 
Brook Board of Education meeting, it was specified by Dr. Valenti and some Board members that they 
were vilified with regard to an issuance of a ruling from the State Comptroller based on what they had 
heard from their attorney.  Supervisor Morabito read into the record information from the Town of 
Rye’s special attorney, Mark Tullis, because that was all about transparency. He scheduled a conference 
call with the State Comptroller together with school representatives regarding the 1% fee which many, if 
not most communities charge their school districts.  There had been no final resolution of that request 
from the State for clarification of the issue, nor had a final opinion been rendered from the Comptroller. 
There was only a call the night before the election that he could not participate in.  That seemed to be an 
issue that Mr. Carvin would have to deal with. The Supervisor had read the article in the newspaper in 
which Mr. Carvin pledged in his campaign not utilize the interest earned from the school systems.  So it 
would be a decision left up to the school districts which sounded like a reversal to Mr. Carvin’s initial 
pledge.   Supervisor  Morabito stood by what was done with the school systems for the past 33 years.  If 
the Town Board was going to waive interest for the school districts, why not do it for the Villages?  If 
there was going to be transparency and fairness, that’s the way it should be done. But it should also be 
understood that there was a cost to produce, assess, collect, guarantee and distribute and print those 
notices which was going to be borne by the Rye Town taxpayers.  So if they were going to give the 
money back to the schools, and to the Villages, it was going to be a tax to the taxpayers of the Rye 
Town. The Town over the years had been fronting the school districts money long before a dime was 
collected. There was cost to that and interest was sacrificed from the schools.  So he was disheartened by 
the comments just prior to the election because according to the Town’s attorney, there was not even an 
opinion yet from the Comptroller.  He was disappointed about the comment from Dr. Valenti in the 
newspaper that what in Dr. Valenti’s interpretation was the law, and maybe that of his attorney, was not 
that of the Town’s attorneys, nor of State Supreme Court Justice Orazio Bellantoni who upheld the 
ruling that when municipalities front money and payments to school systems and Villages, they were 
entitled to a fee. If they were not going to collect that fee, the Rye Town taxpayers were going to pay it.  
That issue raised some concern.  He would be speaking to other Board Members prior to the next 
meeting that transparency was supposed to be very clear with the new administration.  However, at an 
interview that the Supervisor and Councilperson Borrelli had with the Board members-elect and the 
Supervisor-elect, some disparaging comments went back and forth, relating to one of the people sitting 
in the audience, namely Saverio Terenzi, who was not involved in the campaign and wouldn’t be 
involved in the administration.  Since the day after the election, both Mr. Terenzi and Village of Port 
Chester Trustee Robert Sorenson have been contacting the Town’s financial institutions letting them 
know that there were new sheriffs in town, new players.  In fact Mr. Terenzi might be appointed the 
Comptroller and the one responsible for moving around monies. Supervisor Morabito found that 
somewhat disconcerting due to the fact that Mr. Carvin was very clear that that was not an “Old Boys" 
network.  That was a new regime with new faces.  Supervisor Morabito wanted the point to resonate 
clearly that if that Board was not going to be the “Old Boys System,” they should make a clean break 
from day one.  He wished everyone a Healthy and Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
 
                                                                        * * * * * * *      
   
                        November 20, 2007 
 
 Councilperson Lagana commented that it would be naïve to think that a new administration was 
not going to appoint people that helped them.  Regardless of what Mr. Carvin said, he was going to 
make appointments of some of the people who supported the Republican Party.  However, Mr. Lagana 



went on to say that he thought that it was unbelievable that people already had contacted financial 
institutions and represented the Town when they had not even taken the oath of office.  The Supervisor 
concurred and thought that maybe they should call for an ethics investigation.  Mr. Lagana questioned 
whether it was a Trustee from the Village of Port Chester to which the Supervisor replied “Yes”.  The 
Supervisor stated that he had received calls from financial institutions stating that contacts had been 
made, looking to make deals on who was going to move money and who was going to be in charge.  He 
found that somewhat troubling that it occurred the day after the election.  The current Board would still 
be in office for another 35 days and that he planned on executing his position as Supervisor. There 
would be no deals made and no sanctions. Supervisor Morabito planned to discuss that with 
Councilperson Villanova and Supervisor-elect Carvin when they would have an opportunity to meet.  
The pledge was that they were not going to be the “Old Boys” system, jobs for friends, jobs for hire, and 
yet the election wasn’t even cold and contacts were already being made and he found that very 
troubling.   
 
        * * * * * * * 
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 
Councilperson Lagana and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 P.M. 
 
                            Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                      Hope B. Vespia  
                      Town Clerk 
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MEETING HELD DECEMBER 18, 2007 

 
 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 
December 18, 2007 at 7:35 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 
           PRESENT:    in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino,                     
           Dominick Lagana, Michael Borrelli, William Villanova and Town Clerk  
                                 Hope B. Vespia. 
            ALSO 
 PRESENT:  Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Robert 
          Harris, Town Accountant David Byrnes, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, 
          Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph Granchelli, 
          Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and Director of Purchasing Raymond 
          L. Sculky. 
                                   

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
ABSENT:    Representatives of the Court. 

        
 Mayor Lawrence Rand led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the Opening Prayer was 
read by Councilperson Borrelli. The tape recorder and video camera were in use during the proceedings. 
       
 Mayor Lawrence Rand, 30 Hillandale Road, Rye Brook, New York, Mayor of the Village of Rye 
Brook addressed the Board and public on behalf of the residents of Rye Brook who were also residents 
of the Town of Rye, knowing that that was the last meeting for several members on the Council. He 
wanted to express their appreciation for the years they had given to the Town of Rye, the Village of Port 
Chester and the Village of Rye Brook and the unincorporated area of Rye Neck.  Mayor Rand stated that 
usually a position like that and all who served the public performed generally a thankless task.  People 
just didn’t realize how hard the Council worked and all the officials; both the volunteers and those who 
were staff because it really was done out of the love for their community. In addressing Supervisor 
Morabito and Councilpersons Borrelli and Lagana, he stated the  appreciation for the time and effort not 
only here, but in the Parks Commission where Mayor Rand served as a Commissioner and as mentioned 
at the Commission meeting prior to that meeting, that was Supervisor Morabito’s  last time as Chairman, 
that people cannot go the beach or Crawford Park without showing or seeing the great love that was put 
in to make sure that these priceless facilities really were a gem in the community.  Mayor Rand invited 
Supervisor Morabito and Councilpersons Borrelli and Lagana to attend the first meeting of the new year, 
January 8, 2008, where they would officially be given a certificate of appreciation.  
      
      * * * * * * * 
 Supervisor Morabito asked for a motion to re-open the Public Hearing that closed on December 
04, 2007 which was moved by Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Deputy Supervisor Borrelli.  Roll 
was called. 
 
 Comptroller Granchelli and Town Accountant Brynes led those present through the budget 
process.  Mr. Brynes addressed the changes that took place from the preliminary budget to the proposed 
adopted budget, in the appropriations and in the fund balance.  The proposed adopted budget reflected 
the changes agreed upon at a meeting between Supervisor Morabito, Supervisor-elect Joseph Carvin, 
Councilperson Villanova and Director of Purchasing Sculky. Councilperson Mendicino stated that those 
changes were discussed at that meeting but were not agreed upon by the whole Board. Mr. Byrnes stated 
that if there was an agreement on the proposed adopted budget that night, then they would ask for a 
resolution to adopt the budget. If not, they would need to make changes. Councilperson Borrelli stated 
that if the Board wanted to make changes, they could still adopt the budget based on those changes. The 
reply was affirmative.  Mr. Byrnes stated that the total appropriations for 2008 were $4,124,486.00.  
Estimated revenue was $2,805,000.00 and the appropriated fund balance, which was a transfer from the 
fund balance, was $545,000.00.  The balance to be raised by taxes was $774,486.00 which was 
approximately a 21% decrease from the 2007 budget.  Councilperson Mendicino noted that was a 
change from the previous prediction of a 1.4% increase. Supervisor Morabito stated they had started out 
with a 12% increase.     
           
            County Legislator Martin Rogowsky had called Supervisor Morabito stating that the anticipated 
$1,100,000.00 in mortgage tax ended up being $1,540,000.00 and they were giving it back to the 
taxpayers.  But there was a very healthy fund balance for the administration coming in, in excess of 
$2,000,000.00 even after the transfer of the $545,000.00. Even after reserve for taxes, that number not 
being known yet as receivables, there still would be an unreserved fund balance of $1,000,000.00 or a 
surplus of that amount. 
      (1) 
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 Town Accountant Byrnes then discussed the changes from the preliminary budget.  The first 
change was the appropriated fund balance, the transfer of $400,000.00 to $545,000.00.  The next 
changes were for the justices, from $59,671.00 to $67,933.00, due to an increase for the judges’ 
additional hours and schedule and a 33% spillover from the Port Chester civil cases.  The judges’ 
stipend had not been increased in many years.  Supervisor Morabito had spoken to several Board 
members as well as other interested parties and all agreed with the figure.  Councilperson Borrelli stated 
that judges in the surrounding communities were getting much higher salaries and that he was in 
agreement with the increase.  Councilperson Villanova asked if they had an idea of the revenue 
generated through the courts. Mr. Byrnes stated that it was budgeted for $160,000.00 for 2008.  The next 
change was for the Deputy Court Clerk from line item l110.504. The preliminary was $32,888.00 and 
the proposed adopted is $42,500.00 and the position will become full-time. Councilperson Villanova 
asked if the position was a part-time job.  Supervisor Morabito responded that it was a 28 to 30 hour a 
week job.  The increase was based on the fifth day of work and the Deputy Court Clerk would be 
assigned to a specific judge.  The Court Clerk would work with one judge and the Deputy Court Clerk 
would work with the other.  Both clerks would handle the responsibility of criminal as well as Vehicle 
Traffic Laws (VTL) and civil cases. Supervisor Morabito had verbal confirmation from Judge Anthony 
Provenzano requesting that change.  The Supervisor stated that the request had first been presented 
formally at the end of September when the first go around of the wish-list of the departments was done. 
In response to a question, the Supervisor stated that the part-time Deputy Court Clerk position had been 
receiving benefits since it was over 18½ hours and by law the position had full-time benefits and had 
been that way for almost nine years.  Mr. Byrnes continued with the next line item 1110.0400 (training 
and fees).  The change was consolidation.  The Department of Public Safety, training and fees, court 
security and the bailiff had been moved under judicial.  The training and fees were $2,800.00 and was 
changed to $3,800.00, which included $1,000.00 that was under the Department of Public Safety.  So the 
change was just a consolidation of those two accounts.  The next line item 1110.0403 (court security) 
was moved from the Department of Public Safety to judicial for $9,500.00. The next line was bailiff 
(1110.0404) $3,000.00 which was under the Department of Public Safety. The next item under Tax 
Collection, software and license fees (1330.0429) where the preliminary budget was $43,000.00 and the 
proposed adopted budget $43,200.00 based upon the Receiver of Taxes getting a final number for that 
cost. The next line item in the Clerk’s Office was (1410.0536) part time clerk.  The preliminary budget 
was $15,000.00 and the proposed adopted was $20,000.00.  Laser document imaging system 
(1410.0469) the preliminary budget was zero, and the proposed adopted was $10,000.00.  In the Law 
Department, Assistant Town Prosecutor (1420.0438) the preliminary budget was zero and the proposed 
adopted $15,000.00.  Supervisor Morabito noted that he was told that there was legislation pending that 
would allow the troopers to adjudicate their tickets as they had done in the past. That was changed this 
year and that was why the Board had hired an assistant prosecutor.  The legislation did not pass and thus 
there was still a need for an Assistant Prosecutor to actually adjudicate the DMV tickets or traffic 
violations.  Therefore the Town had to actually fund that line since the troopers would not adjudicate 
their own tickets.  The Department of Public Safety, training and fees (3075.0400) in the preliminary 
budget was zero and the proposed adopted was zero but there was $1,000.00 that was moved to under 
judicial.  The next account is Court Security (3075.0403) the preliminary budget was $9,500.00 and the 
proposed adopted budget was zero since it was moved to under judicial.  The next account Bailiff 
(3075.0504) the preliminary budget was $3,000.00 and the proposed adopted was zero since the funds 
were transferred to the Judicial Department. Mr. Brynes explained that when a line item had a budget in 
the past and a zero budget now, the line item was inactive.  Councilperson Villanova stated his concern 
was that there was no narrative along with the budget.       
    
 His concern was about the item of training and fees where $1,000.00 was taken from one line 
item and lumped it into another line item with no narrative.  He requested that on the line of training and 
fees a narrative be included which states $1,000.00 of the $3,800.00 was earmarked for the Department 
of Public Safety training.  Supervisor Morabito respectfully disagreed since it was discussed with and 
acceptable to the incoming Supervisor. If Councilperson Villanova wanted to make changes after 
January 01, 2008 it could be done.  
 
 Mr. Brynes continued with the items under Veterans’ Services.  There was a breakdown of the 
Rye Town Vets and a breakdown of some of the expenses as opposed to just being a line item.  Line 
item Rye Town Vets (6510.0476) preliminary budget was $11,500.00 and the proposed adopted 
$500.00.  Veterans’ Memorial Day expenses (6510.0477) the preliminary was zero and the proposed 
adopted was $3,000.00.  Veterans’ Flag Costs (6510.0478) the preliminary was zero and the proposed 
adopted was $4,000.00.  The Korean War Monument (6510.0479) the preliminary was zero and the 
proposed adopted was $4,000.00.  Councilperson Villanova asked about the Civil War monument.  The 
Supervisor stated that they had given $2,000.00 to the Village of Port Chester for that monument. 
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 Councilperson Mendicino asked what was covered by the $4,000.00 at the Korean War 
Monument.  Supervisor Morabito responded by saying there were expenses, plantings and beautification 
and that monument was the only one that the Town of Rye was responsible for.  The other monuments 
were covered in the Village of Port Chester’s budget.   
 
 Mr. Byrne’s continued with Culture and Recreation. Park Attendant (7110.0534) Preliminary 
budget was $46,700.00 and the proposed adopted was $48,700.00. Supervisor Morabito explained that 
salary was for the Deputy Foreman.  They had discussed increasing his raise exponentially to a certain 
number. For some reason the second part of his increase was left out and this was basically just ratifying 
the original amount agreed to. Councilperson Villanova stated that his concern was not about the raise 
but rather there was no rhyme or reason, since it was 9%.  Supervisor Morabito stated that when he 
compared the salaries of Rye Town employees with those of surrounding communities, the workers 
perform similar functions with a salary that was dramatically lower. Councilperson Borrelli asked what 
kind of increase were given to full-time employees who weren’t supervisors.  Councilperson Villanova 
responded that it was 6%; the park foreman got 7%; the deputy foreman got 9%; the park attendant got 
6%; the park attendant mechanic got 6%.  Supervisor Morabito responded with salaries comparing the 
salaries of park workers in the Town of Rye with the higher salaries of the Village of Port Chester. 
Councilperson Mendicino remarked that the way raises were handled was skewed.  She thought the 
people doing the mechanical work should get more of a raise than people doing maintenance work.  
Supervisor Morabito mentioned that if it was the Board’s decision to raise the numbers of the raises, he 
had no problem with it.  Mr. Byrnes stated that there was overtime pay in the 2008 budget in the amount 
of $10,900.00.  Councilperson Villanova stated that the Board should use the overtime pay and reduce 
the contractual expenses for running the park.  Mr. Byrnes stated that the total personnel services were 
$275,285.00.  Supervisor Morabito stated they should add another $4,715.00 to that line and divide it 
equally among park attendants and the mechanic, excluding the foremen, and the starting salary should 
be made dramatically higher.  Supervisor Morabito asked for a motion to add the additional $4,715.00 to 
the budget.  The motion was presented by Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson 
Mendicino.  The roll was called.  Councilperson Villanova voted “no”. The process continued while 
Councilperson Mendicino calculated the exact amount of increase to be shared among the three 
employees. 
  
 Mr. Byrnes continued with the line item of Part Time Seasonal Attendants (7110.0540), the 
preliminary budget was $127,050.00 and the proposed adopted was $115,000.00. The seasonal increases 
were removed and Park Attendants overtime pay was added (7110.0542), the preliminary budget was 
zero and the proposed adopted budget $10,900.00 which was the overtime pay.  The next line item 
Training and Fees (7110.0400), the preliminary budget $2,000.00 and the proposed adopted $1,500.00, 
the decreased based on the discussion of the last meeting.   
 
 There were some new line items added from the meeting of Supervisor Morabito and  
Supervisor-elect Joseph Carvin.  Under Youth Programs, Port Chester Youth Baseball, (7180.0490) the 
preliminary budget was zero and the proposed adopted $5,000.00.  Rye Brook Youth Baseball 
(7180.0491) the preliminary budget was zero and the proposed adopted $5,000.00.  Port Chester Youth 
Soccer (7180.0492) the preliminary budget was zero and the proposed adopted $2,500.00.  Rye Brook 
Youth Soccer (7180.0493) the preliminary budget was zero and the proposed adopted $2,500.00.  
Supervisor Morabito explained that the Board had always tried to do as much as possible for school 
programs.  The organizations received little or no funding from the municipalities and they ran on 
fundraising drives with efforts to help children in their villages.  
           
 Mr. Byrnes referred to the last change under Celebrations for Independence Day.  The 
preliminary budget was $5,000.00 and the proposed in the adopted budget is $7,000.00.  After speaking 
to the former Port Chester Mayor Gerald Logan about a shortfall in contributions for the 2007 fireworks 
display, it was discovered that the cost was $21,000.00 to fund that program and Supervisor Morabito 
stated that if this increase was passed at this meeting, he would ask  Town Clerk Vespia to compose a 
letter to Port Chester Mayor Pilla and Mayor Rand requesting they do the same.  The $7,000.00 would 
be one-third and if the Villages matched this, all would all see bright and beautiful fireworks next year. 
 
 Councilperson Mendicino calculated the amounts $50,271.67, $38,076.67 and $35,501.67.  
Councilperson Villanova stated that the Park Attendant who was considered the Deputy Foreman now 
had an increase of over 10%.   
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 Supervisor Morabito stated that he had had a meeting with Supervisor-elect Carvin in regard to 
the benefits in which the benefits were left status quo.  He further stated that there was a commitment 
from the officials coming in stating that they as well as Superintendent of Highways Robert Harris 
would not be taking benefits.  Supervisor Morabito felt compelled to speak on behalf of Councilperson 
Mendicino who served 12 years; Judge Colangelo, 27 years; Judge Provenzano, 8 years; and 
Councilperson Villanova, 2 years.  When they ran for that office, it would include benefits and salary.  
Mr. Carvin understood that those people ran for those positions and that the benefits package was 
included.  So Mr. Carvin would make a resolution to “grandfather” those four people so they would 
continue with their benefits until the end of their terms.  If those people decide to run again, their 
benefits would no longer be a part of the package.  Supervisor Morabito thanked Supervisor-elect for his 
fairness on this issue.     
 
            Councilperson Villanova stated that they underestimated on the Court Security.  On the 2007 
budget modifications transfer requests, as of December 18, 2007, $11,500.00 was spent.  He commented 
that $9,500.00 was budgeted for 2008.  Supervisor Morabito stated that Captain Joseph Ferretti, Court 
Security Officer, did not always do Court Security.  The Board had to hire Port Chester police officers 
and the cost was dramatically different than the bargain the Board got with Captain Ferretti.  That 
explained the differential in the cost.  Since the Board had its own security, the cost had actually come 
down .The $9,500.00 was a fair estimate unless the Board planned to hire outside officers.     
      
            Supervisor Morabito asked for a motion to approve the budget as presented and finalized by the 
Comptroller and Accountant. 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted:  
 
 WHEREAS, the tentative budget of the Town of Rye for the year 2008 was prepared by the 
budget officer of the Town of Rye, and filed in the Office of the Town Clerk on October 30, 2007, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Clerk of the Town of Rye presented the said tentative budget to the 
Town Board at a meeting held on November 9, 2007, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board after review of the said tentative budget appeared an itemized 
statement  of the estimated revenues and expenditures of the Town of Rye for the fiscal year of 2008 and 
caused the same to be filed in the Office of Town Clerk for public inspection, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was called for on December 4, 2007, at 7:00PM in the Court 
Room of the town office building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, for the purpose of reviewing 
the said annual estimates or preliminary budget, and 
          
 WHEREAS, the Town Clerk submitted proof of publication and posting of notice of the Public 
Hearing to review the same as required by section 108 of the Town Law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Public Hearing was held in the Court Room of the town office building, 10 
Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, on December 4, 2007 and those present who wished to ask 
questions or offer objections to the proposed annual estimates for the year 2008 have been heard; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the preliminary budget as completed and 
amended by the Town Board of the Town of Rye be and is hereby adopted as the budget of the Town of 
Rye for the fiscal year 2008 as follow:  
                                  
  RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected upon the taxable property in the Town 
of Rye at large, and the several parcels of property and persons within such Town at large at several 
amounts set forth, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected upon the taxable 
property in the district of the Town of  Rye known as the Village of Port Chester and the several parcels 
of property and persons within such portion of the Town of Rye to several amounts set forth, and 
       
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected upon the taxable 
property in the district of the Town of Rye known as the Village of Rye Brook and the several parcels of 
property and persons within such portion of the Town of Rye at several amounts set forth, and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected upon the taxable 
property in the district of the Town of Rye including the part of the incorporated  Village of 
Mamaroneck known as Rye Neck and the several parcels of property and persons within such portion of 
the Town of Rye of several amounts set forth. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito     
 NOES:    NONE 
 
 
      * * * * * * * *  
 
 Councilperson Villanova commented on items in the budget and on the increases which were 
made without giving a narrative.  The saving grace was that the tax levy was reduced by 19%.   
 
 
 Councilperson Borrelli stated that the tax levy overshadowed the other matters that 
Councilperson Villanova was discussing.  Since the Board spoke about it, the narrative was there on 
tape. 
 

 Supervisor Morabito agreed with Councilperson Borrelli.  The Supervisor was never big on 
narratives.  That was a budget.  They had had three meetings and numerous interactive meetings with 
the Departments and Department Heads to discuss their needs.  The Supervisor made some adjustments 
after discussion with the Board and the in-coming Supervisor. While he understood the concern of 
Councilperson Villanova, he felt comfortable with the process which was open to everyone.    
 
      * * * * * * *   
 
 Supervisor Morabito introduced County Legislator Martin Rogowsky who stated that it was a 
privilege to represent the people of the Town of Rye.  He mentioned several battles that they fought 
together, airport expansion, the sewer tax, the water rate.  He thanked the Board members who were 
leaving after many years of service.  He distributed certificates of distinguished service signed by the 
County Executive Andrew Spano to Councilpersons Borrelli and Lagana, and Supervisor Morabito. He 
looked forward to working with the new Town Board.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 
 Councilperson Villanova brought up a point of order that the Board had to open up the Public 
Meeting and the budget transfers had to be added to the communications and resolutions.    
 
      * * * * * * *  
       
 Supervisor Morabito called for a motion to add the final year-end budget transfers to the agenda. 
The motion was made by Councilperson Borrelli and seconded by Councilperson Villanova.  The roll 
was called. 
 
 Supervisor Morabito asked Town Accountant Byrnes to go over the budget appropriations or 
allotments which the Board would allocate to balance the budget.  The motion was moved by 
Councilperson Borrelli and seconded by Councilperson Lagana.  The roll was called.   
   
 Mr. Byrnes explained that the process was a revision of the 2007 budget.  The 2007 budget was 
being modified by increasing the appropriations by $234,000.00 and also increasing revenues by 
$234,000.00.  The increase to revenues was due to earnings on investments by $34,000.00 to 
$574,000.00; state aid by $50,000.00 to $410,000.00 and mortgage tax by $150,000.00 to 
$1,250,000.00.  That paid for the transfers.  Some of the major items were the Walking Trail at $76,000 
which wasn’t budgeted for, but which did receive $50,000.00 in a grant; allowance for accounts 
receivable which was the write-off for the Village of Rye Brook which was an expenditure that was 
reflected in 2007; paid off the debt; the Legacy Field costs increased by $40,000.00 and there was no 
budget for that line item, but they did reflect $40,000.00 in expenses in 2007.   
 
                  * * * * * * *    
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          On motion of Deputy Supervisor Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was unanimously adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Comptroller of the Town of Rye has requested that the Town Board make 
proper Budget transfers to the 2007 Budget, which would account for the allocation of the Budgetary 
Accounts, and 
  

WHEREAS, the Comptroller of the Town of Rye has requested authority from the Town Board 
to execute Budget transfers; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Rye 
authorizes the Town Comptroller to make Modification and Transfer Requests to the 2007 Budget per 
Attachment A as follows: 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
NOES:  None     
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 Town Accountant Byrnes thanked the Board for the opportunity to work with them for the last 
three years and wished everyone well.  He also wished the new Board success. 
 
 Supervisor Morabito noted that he had had the pleasure to work with Mr. Byrnes for the last 
three years and that he had seen a truly professional change in the way the accounting procedures had 
progressed. 
      
 Councilperson Borrelli wanted to reiterate what the Supervisor had said and added that Mr. 
Byrnes always handled things as a gentleman.  
                                 
 Supervisor Morabito called the meeting of December 18, 2007 to order at 8:40 P.M..  Town 
Clerk Vespia read that the meeting of December 18, 2007 was called to order and called the roll. 
  
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the minutes of the 
meeting held on November 20, 2007 were approved as presented.  
  
      * * * * * * * 
The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of November, 2007: 
                       Total submitted to Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... .. … …….…$1,325.65                        
 
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of November, 2007: 
  Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye….……………….…….........$664,081.88               
                        Deposited to Treasurer, Village of  Port Chester……………………..148,734.26      
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook……………………….    6,246.23 
              
  Total…………………………..…………………….…..…………..$819,062.37 
 
 CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of  November, 2007: 
  Total submitted to Supervisor……………………………….....……..$5,690.00   
       
       * * * * * * * 
      On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

 
WHEREAS, Petition and Notice of Petition to review the assessment for taxation of the real 

estate of Vaccaro Annuity Trust (Pathmark Stores, Inc.) 130 Midland Avenue, Port Chester, New York 
10573 affecting the parcels of real property on the Tax Roll of the Town of Rye known as Section 
142.53, Block 1, Lot 5, County of Westchester, State of New York, was duly served upon the Board of 
Assessment Review and Assessor for the Town of Rye (the “Respondent”), and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
  

Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction           
     2004                $10,333,400             $ 9,816,700      $516,700 

                2005  10,333,400                9,816,700        516,700 
     2006  10,850,000              10,307,500        542,500 
     2007  11,000,000              10,450,000        550,000                 , and 

 

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 
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1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a 

Stipulation of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth therein. 
2. Mark S. Tulis of Oxman Tulis Kirkpatrick Whyatt & Geiger, LLP, Special Counsel for the 

Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court orders to 
accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute Stipulations of 
Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

 3.   The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on  
       the terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
   AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito    

NOES:    None 
        
        * * * * * * * 
 
                          
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 

 WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 
estate of Strobe Development Company, 10 Midland Avenue, Port Chester, New York, affecting the 
parcel of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 142.46, Block 1, Lot 8, 
County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and 
Assessor in the Town of Rye, and 
  

 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 
 Assessment        
      Year                             From             To              Reduction       
      2006  $6,510,000                 $5,800,000                         $710,000 
      2007  $6,510,000            $5,500,000                      $1,010,000            , and 
     
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 
Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

 
2. Mark S. Tulis of Oxman, Tulis, Kirkpatrick, Whyatt & Geiger, LLP,  Special Counsel for 

the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court orders 
to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders execute Stipulations of 
Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

 
3.     The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on                                                 
 the terms set forth herein. 
 
4.    This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:      None 

 
         * * * * * * * 
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 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following Resolution 
was adopted: 
  
 RESOLVED, that Milton Meiskin, residing 53 Country Ridge Circle, Rye Brook, New York, be 
and he hereby is re-appointed a member of the Town of Rye Board of Assessment Review for a five (5) 
year term, effective October 1, 2007 and expiring September 30, 2012, subject to approval of the State 
Board of Equalization and Assessment and the satisfactory completion of any training requirements, at an 
annual compensation of  two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00), and  
  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall cause the said Milton Meiskin to take 
and file the necessary Oath of Office forthwith. 
  
           ROLL CALL: 
           AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
           NOES:   Councilperson Villanova 
      * * * * * * *    
           On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following Resolution 
was adopted: 
 
            RESOLVED, that Charles J. Rosabella, residing at 33 Priscilla Lane, Port Chester, New York, be 
and he hereby is appointed a member of the Town of Rye Board of Assessment Review to fill the unexpired 
term of  Dennis G. Pilla, recently resigned, for a term effective immediately  and expiring September 30, 
2009, subject to approval of the New York State Office of Real Property Services and the satisfactory 
completion of any training requirements, at an annual compensation of  two thousand five hundred 
dollars ($2,500.00), and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall cause the said Charles J. Rosabella to 
take and file the necessary Oath of Office forthwith. 
 
            ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito          
            NOES:  None    
 
 The next resolution on the agenda was appointment to Public Safety.  Councilperson Villanova 
mentioned that Town Clerk Vespia was about to read a resolution that was going to put someone in a 
position that he was already in.  The term had not expired; the resolution, he thought was not valid and 
borderline illegal. Councilperson Borrelli asked when the term was expiring.  If the term had not 
expired, a resolution cannot be made until the term had expired.  When asked, Town Attorney Mann 
agreed that was illegal and read several opinions from the State Comptroller. Mr. Mann stated that the 
appointment expired January 12, 2008. Any appointment must be made thereafter, in this case five (5) 
years thereafter.  The Local Law was made effective on January 13, 2003.    
 
 Town Clerk Vespia read a letter from David M. Heller, President of the Greenwood Union 
Cemetery informing the Board that there are no longer single graves available, but offered the option of 
cremation to purchase niches at the cost of $1,400.00.       
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Supervisor of the Town of Rye, New York, be and he hereby is 
authorized to enter into an agreement with the Greenwood Union Cemetery for the purchase of seven (7) 
niches in the Columbarium for the Town of Rye Military at a cost not to exceed ninety eight hundred 
dollars ($9,800.00), and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a representative of the Town together with a 
representative of the newly formed Rye Town Veterans Committee meet with David Heller of 
Greenwood Union Cemetery to select the location of the niches to be deeded to the Town, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the allotment of ninety eight hundred dollars ($9,800.00) 
in the 2008 Town budget be used for such purpose. 
            ROLL CALL:                                                                                                                           
            AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
            NOES:  None 
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 A letter to Supervisor Robert Morabito from Brian Daly regarding Rye Town Park was read into 
the minutes by the Town Clerk:    
 
November 30, 2007 
 
Dear Bobby: 
 
I can not thank you enough for all that you have accomplished and facilitated during your tenure as 
Chairman of the Commission.  When our family moved to Rye in 1990, the park was only a shadow of 
what it once had been.  There is not a square inch of the park that has not been dramatically transformed 
during your time as Supervisor of the Town of Rye.  From you, I also learned valuable lessons in 
leadership and in maintaining dignity in the face of daunting obstacles and unwarranted criticism. Our 
community and the citizenry of the entire Sound Shore owe you so very much.  You have been a great 
friend of Rye Town Park.  It has been an honor to work with you.   A job well done! 
 
Brian Daly 
 
      * * * * * * *    
        
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously 
approved, the following letters of request from the Village of Port Chester and the Village of Rye Brook 
Recreation Departments were added to the agenda. 
 
 Town Clerk Vespia presented the following letter dated December 03, 2007 from Heather 
Krakowski, Recreation Leader from the Village of Port Chester.  
 
 The Port Chester Recreation Department would be starting the Men’s Softball league that season 
on April 22, 2008. Therefore, we are requesting the use of the Crawford Park Softball Field Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights from April 24, 2008 to August 27, 2008 from 6:30PM to Dusk. 
 
 I will be forwarding a certificate of insurance prior to the start of the program. 
 
           We appreciate your efforts on out behalf. 
 
 The Village of Rye Brook was requesting June 14, 2008 for their birthday celebration and the 
use of the pavilion for day camp. 
 

The Rye Brook request was moved by Councilperson Borrelli and seconded by Councilperson 
Villanova and unanimously approved.  The roll was called.  
 

The Port Chester request was moved by Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson 
Villanova and unanimously approved.  The roll was called.  
 

Approval by the Town Board was granted pending that there are no conflicts with the dates.  
  
          
 The Clerk presented the following letter dated December from Recreation Leader from the 
Village of Rye Brook. 
 
 Rye Brook Recreation is requesting use of Crawford Park for our Kindergarten T-Ball, Rookie 
League, Men’s Softball, Rye Brook Birthday Celebration and Day Camp programs. 
 
 Crawford Park has been the home for our T-Ball program for as long as I can remember.  This 
year we will be running our program from April 8th through June 11th from 3:00 pm – 5:30 pm on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  We will need use of the softball field and the bathrooms. 
 
 The Men’s Softball league will begin April 7th and run through August 29th (Monday-Friday) 
from 5:15 pm – 8:00 pm.  As in the past, we will work out the conflicts in advance of our schedule 
publication.  For this program we will need use of the softball field as well as the use of the bathrooms. 
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 Rye Brook’s 26th Birthday Celebration will take place on Saturday, June 14th.  We will be setting 
up the park for our event from Wednesday, June 11th through Saturday.  We ask that the park not be 
rented during these times.  After the events, we will clean up the park and return it in the same condition 
as we received it.  On the day of the event, we will arrive around 7:00 am and be in the park cleaning up 
until 7:00 pm.  We will need use of the bathrooms, pavilion and access to the mansion. 
 
 Once again this summer, Rye Brook Recreation is planning to have our Day Camp at Crawford 
Park.  We will need to utilize the Pavilion, Monday, June 30th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm for our camp 
orientation.  The dates for this year’s camp are July 7th – August 15th our camp hours are 8:30 am – 4:00 
pm.  We will be planning various activities throughout the park.  In the event that any part of the park 
will not be available to our camp, we would appreciate notification prior to the start of camp, so that we 
can make other arrangements if necessary.  In the past, we have met to discuss our usage of the park.  I 
believe, since there will be some change in the make up of the Rye Town Board, it will be in all of our 
best interest to meet in the early part of the new year. 
 
 Last year our camp office was located on the right side of the pavilion, and our medical office 
was located on the left side of the pavilion with our refrigerators in both offices.  We also utilized the 
holding area on the left side of the pavilion. This set-up seemed to work out well last summer.  We 
would like to utilize the same areas this summer.  I would also like to request use of Crawford Mansion 
in case of inclement weather (ex. lightning or excessive heat). 
 
 We look forward to working with the Town of Rye for the aforementioned programs.  Please 
contact me at your earliest convenience to arrange a meeting regarding our request at (914) 939-3235, 
ext. 118.  Robert Bertolacci, Park & Recreation Superintendent. 
 
 Approval by the Town Board was granted pending that there were no conflicts with the dates.  
       
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Town Attorney  Mann questioned if the settlement with Amitek regarding the Croton Point Land 
Fill had gone through as it had been approved by the Board and it required a payment of $1,000.00.  
Supervisor Morabito reported that it had already been done and signed off. 
 
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca reminded the taxpayers in the audience that the second half of the Port 
Chester Village taxes was due by December 31, 2007.  He stated that it had been his pleasure working 
with out-going members of the Town Board in various capacities.   
 
 Town Clerk Vespia stated that for her, it also had been a pleasure working with the out-going 
members.  Deputy Town Clerk  Lyons repeated the same comment. 
 
 In the comments from the public segment of the meeting, Goldie Solomon stated that 
commercials taxes kept going down and the public sector taxes kept going up.  She asked whether tax 
exemptions given to G & S affect the taxes of the Town of Rye taxpayers.  She thanked the Board for 
the historic preservation of Oakland Beach.   
 
 Richard Abel stated that he remembered dealing with Supervisor Morabito for many years and 
even though they had disagreements, Mr. Abel always found Mr. Morabito to be honorable and a 
gentleman.   
 
 Councilperson Mendicino stated that she had developed personal friendships with the Board 
members.   
 Amy Morabito, 14 West Glen Avenue, Port Chester, New York read a letter commending 
Supervisor Morabito and Councilpersons Lagana and Borrelli.   
 
 Councilperson Villanova stated that most of his concerns were about procedure, not personality.   
Although there were many disagreements, he did enjoy the camaraderie of the Board.   
 
 Councilperson Lagana stated that he had enjoyed his time on the Board and that he would miss 
the staff of the Town of Rye who was asked to do many things with limited resources.   
 
 Councilperson Borrelli stated that he believed that change was good and that it would be good 
for the Town of Rye.  He reiterated the comments he had made just after the election, so that his feelings 
would be made known.              
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 Supervisor Morabito told how he had gotten involved in politics.  He had been blessed during his 
21 years of public service.  He mentioned some projects he thought the Board had accomplished and the 
service they provided.    
 
  There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 
Councilperson Villanova and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 P.M. 
     
 
                                      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                   Hope B. Vespia                                                                                             
                           Town Clerk 
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