
 
MEETING HELD JANUARY 17, 2006 

 
          A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 
January 17, 2006 at 7:40 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York,  with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
  
            PRESENT:    in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, Michael J.                                 
            Borrelli, Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia.              
              
 ALSO 
            PRESENT:    Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town 
            Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph Granchelli, Deputy Town 
            Clerk Linda A. Lyons, Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky, Judge John  
            Colangelo and Judge Anthony Provenzano. 

 
DEPARTMENT HEADS 

            ABSENT:     Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. Sapione  

            Honorable John Colangelo led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance, and a tape recorder was   
 in use during the proceedings.  Councilperson Michael J. Borrelli read the Opening Prayer. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 

     On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
           RESOLVED, that Monroe Y. Mann, residing at  12 Puritan  Drive, Port Chester, New York,  
10573 be and he hereby is re-appointed Town Attorney and re-appointed Town Prosecutor, for a two-
year term effective, January 1, 2006 and expiring December 31, 2007, and shall be compensated, as 
provided for in the budget, payable in equal bi-weekly installments, and  
 
           BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 102, Article 8 of the 
Town Law, as amended, all expenses necessarily incurred by authorization of the Town Board and paid 
by said Town Attorney in executing the duties of said office, shall be a Town charge. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito   

NOES:   Councilperson Villanova 
 
           Councilperson Villanova expressed his concern regarding the November 2005 election, in that  
Mr. Mann had attended the Unfair Campaign Practice hearing on behalf of Michele Mendicino and John 
Walter and had filed papers in court for them.  Mr. Mann also had attended the re-canvass of the voting 
machines for the November 2005 elections.  Mr. Villanova felt that Mr. Mann’s judgments were not 
independent, as stated in the mission statement that Mr. Villanova had requested from him. However, 
Supervisor Morabito reported that in previous years, prior Town Attorneys, in their own private 
practices, represented Board members in similar situations. 
                                        

                                     * * * * * * * 
  On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye has re-appointed Carolyn H. Mann, residing 
at 12 Puritan Drive, Port Chester, New York 10573, as Deputy Town Attorney and Deputy Town 
Prosecutor for the Town of Rye, New York, for a two-year term effective January 1, 2006 and expiring 
December 31, 2007, to run concurrently with the terms of the Town Attorney of the Town of Rye at no 
compensation, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 20, (2) of the Town 
Law, as amended, all expenses necessarily incurred by authorization of the Town Board and paid by said 
Deputy Town Attorney and Deputy Town Prosecutor in executing her duties of said office, shall be a 
Town charge. 
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            ROLL CALL:                                                                                                            
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:   Councilperson Villanova 
       * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS,  Joseph  A. Vita, residing at 52 Irenhyl Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 10573, 
be and he hereby is appointed as Board of Ethics Attorney, for a one-year term commencing January 1, 
2006 and expiring December 31, 2006, at an annual compensation of $5,000.00 payable in equal bi-
weekly installments, and 
 
 WHEREAS, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 102, Article 8 of the Town Law, as 
amended, all expenses necessarily incurred by authorization of the Town Board and paid by said Ethics 
Attorney in executing the duties of said office, shall be a Town charge; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Joseph A. Vita shall execute and file the 
necessary Oath of Office within 30 days of said appointment as required by law in the office of the 
Town Clerk. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
            NOES:    None 
 
           Councilperson Villanova questioned the number of times the Ethics Board convened in the year 
2005 and whether there was a possibility that the position be eliminated and the workload handled by 
the Deputy Town Attorney.  Supervisor Morabito stated that Joseph Vita, in his capacity as a former 
council member and judge, would be more like an arbitrator and had the expertise to facilitate dialogue 
to the Board. Mr. Morabito mentioned that there was a separate line item in the budget for that position 
which had already been approved.       
      * * * * * * *  
 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS,  Jeffrey B. Rednick, residing at 15 Village Green, Port Chester, New York, 10573, 
be and he hereby is appointed as the Board’s Legal Consultant, for a one-year term commencing January 
1, 2006 and expiring December 31, 2006, at an annual compensation of $7,500.00 payable in equal bi-
weekly installments, and  
 
 WHEREAS, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 102, Article 8 of the Town Law, as 
amended, all expenses necessarily incurred by authorization of the Town Board and paid by said Legal 
Consultant in executing the duties of said office, shall be a Town charge; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Jeffrey B. Rednick shall execute and file 
the necessary Oath of Office within 30 days of said appointment as required by law in the office of the 
Town Clerk. 
 
            ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli,  Lagana, Villanova and  Supervisor  Morabito 
 NOES:  None               

           * * * * * * * 
           On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that Joseph M. Granchelli,  residing at 1071 Grove Street, Mamaroneck, New 
York, 10543 be and he hereby is re-appointed Town Comptroller for the Town of Rye, for two-year 
term effective, January 1, 2006 and expiring December 31, 2007, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that he shall be compensated as provided for in the budget, 
payable in equal bi-weekly installments. 
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 ROLL CALL: 

AYES: Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor  Morabito 
NOES:  None 
     * * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  

RESOLVED, that Joseph M. Granchelli, residing at 1071 Grove Street, Mamaroneck, New 
York 10543,  be and he hereby is re-appointed a member of the Rye Town Park Commission for a term 
of  two years, commencing January 1, 2006 and ending December 31, 2007. 

 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
      * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 49 of the Laws of 1988 added a new Section 11-c to the New York 
Domestic Relations Law empowering the governing body of any Village, Town, or City to appoint one 
or more Marriage Officers and fix their compensation, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye, a duly constituted Town of the First Class, 
deems it necessary and proper to create the position of Marriage Officer possessing statutory authority to 
solemnize marriages within the Town of Rye; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of such Section 11-
c of the Domestic Relations Law, Supervisor Robert A. Morabito and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia are 
hereby appointed Marriage Officers of the Town of Rye, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the said Robert A. Morabito and Hope B. Vespia shall be 
paid up to seventy-five dollars ($75.00), or such amount as shall be authorized by law, for each marriage 
at which he or she officiates, which compensation shall be in addition to the compensation received as 
Supervisor and Town Clerk, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this appointment shall be effective January 1, 2006 and 
shall continue for a term ending December 31, 2007. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
                                  * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye has heretofore created the Office of Director 
of Purchasing as per Section 20 (3) (e) of the Town Law of the State of New York;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Raymond L. Sculky,  residing at 111 Perry 
Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 10573 be and he hereby is appointed Director of Purchasing for the 
Town of Rye, New York for a two-year term, effective January 1, 2006 and expiring December 31, 
2007, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that he shall receive no compensation as said Director of 
Purchasing. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:  None 
 



                 * * * * * * * 
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           On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  

RESOLVED, pending the establishment of the necessary Civil Service Eligible List, Charles J. 
Zaba, residing at 44 Lillian Street, Pomona, New York 10970 be and he is hereby appointed a 
provisional Real Property Appraiser (0064-01) in the Assessment Office of the Town of Rye effective 
January 1, 2006, and 
   
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Charles J. Zaba be and he hereby shall be 
compensated as such Real Property Appraiser at an annual salary of forty thousand dollars ($40,000.00) 
to be paid in by-weekly installments, with full benefits. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli,  Lagana, Villanova and  Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
  
            Councilperson Villanova asked if anyone else was interviewed for the position. Assessor 
Markowitz stated Mr. Zaba had worked on a part-time basis and came with experience in Real Property 
Appraising.  His performance proved him to be well-qualified for the position. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
            On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted:   
            
            WHEREAS, Linda A. Lyons, residing at 222 South Ridge Street, Rye Brook, New York, 10573 
has been previously appointed Deputy Town Clerk by the Town Clerk of the Town of Rye in 
accordance with law; 
           
             NOW, THEREFORE,  BE IT RESOLVED,  that said Linda A. Lyons be and she hereby is 
re-appointed as such Deputy Town Clerk, effective January 1, 2006 and is compensated as such Deputy 
Town Clerk annually, as provided for in the budget, with full benefits, to be paid in equal bi-weekly 
installments. 
 
  ROLL CALL: 
   AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
  NOES:     None 
      * * * * * * * 
  On the motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted; 

 
WHEREAS, Town Law Section 30-10 allows for the appointment of up to three deputies, and 

 
 WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 3 of the Public Officers Law of the State of New York, requires 
that an appointment must be a resident of the municipal subdivision, and 
 
 WHEREAS, John P. Walter, residing at 32 Brook Lane, Rye Brook, New York 10573, has been 
appointed part-time Deputy Clerk;   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said John P. Walter shall be and hereby is 
appointed as part-time Deputy Clerk  for a two-year term being January 1, 2006 and ending December 
31, 2007, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said John P. Walter be hereby compensated for his 
services in the amount of $10,000.00 annually, payable in bi-weekly installments with full benefits. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:    Councilperson Villanova 
     * * * * * *  
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Councilperson Villanova had some concerns with the appointment.  He questioned the scope of 

Mr. Walter’s work and the approximate amount of hours per week he would be dedicating to the 
position. Supervisor Morabito explained the duties and the time that the position would require. Mr. 
Villanova then asked if the appointment would qualify Mr. Walter for life-time benefits and if the 
Resolution could be changed to a one-year appointment. Mr. Morabito reported that benefits would be 
received and the resolution would stand.          

  
     * * * * * * * 
 
On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, a vacancy exists in the office of the Receiver of Taxes, and 

  
            WHEREAS, Nicholas C. Mecca, residing at 45 Alto Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 10573 
has been appointed Receiver of Taxes of the Town of Rye in accordance with law for a one-year term 
beginning January 1, 2006 and expiring December 31, 2006; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Nicholas C. Mecca be and he hereby is 

compensated as such Receiver of Taxes annually, as provided for in the budget, with full benefits, to be 
paid in equal bi-weekly installments. 
  
             ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
 
      * * * * * * *  

 
On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
  
            WHEREAS, Carol M. Truance, residing at 93 Putnam Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 10573 
has been previously appointed Deputy Receiver of Taxes by the Receiver of Taxes of the Town of Rye 
in accordance with law; 
  
             NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Carol M. Truance be and she hereby is 
re-appointed Deputy Receiver of Taxes, effective January 1, 2006 and is compensated as such Deputy 
Receiver of Taxes annually, as provided for in the budget, with benefits excluding health, to be paid in 
equal bi-weekly installments. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
 NOES:    None 
         
               * * * * * * *        
  
            On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
             RESOLVED, that Hope B. Vespia be and she is hereby appointed Registrar of Vital Statistics 
of the Town of Rye, District 5964, for a four-year term, commencing January 1, 2006 and ending 
December 31, 2009. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova  and  Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
 
      * * * * * * *   
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On the motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
  

RESOLVED,  that Nicholas C. Mecca, residing at 45 Alto Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 
10573 be and he hereby is designated as Election Coordinator/Custodian of Voting Machines for the 
Town of Rye, and  
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that he be compensated for such service in the amount of six 
thousand dollars ($6,000.00) for the year commencing January 1, 2006, through December 31, 2006. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:   None 
      * * * * * * * 
            On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
            RESOLVED, that Cesar Ruiz, residing at 325 King Street, Apt. L M, Port Chester, New York, 
10573  be and he hereby is designated as Election Minority Coordinator for the Town of Rye, and 
  
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that he be compensated for such service in the amount of nine 
thousand dollars ($9,000.00) for the year commencing January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006 with 
no benefits. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  Councilperson Villanova 
             
            Councilperson Villanova noted that Mr. Mecca, who was already established and experienced as 
the elections coordinator, would receive a lower compensation than Mr. Ruiz.  Supervisor Morabito 
explained that Mr. Mecca would handle three elections per year requiring, at the most, three full days.  
Mr. Morabito also mentioned that Mr. Ruiz would be working every Monday night in the Clerk’s office 
in addition to conducting educational seminars at the schools and various centers to educate the Town’s 
significant minority population. He stressed the importance of educating minorities to avoid any 
problems due to the lack of understanding of the election process. Mr. Villanova questioned the number 
of applicants for the post and asked if the Board would consider splitting the position to eliminate 
political bias. Mr. Morabito explained Mr. Ruiz’s experience in the project with both the State of New 
York and the County of Westchester. Mr. Villanova added for the record that he was for the idea of 
educating the people, but not for the resolution. 
      
      * * * * * * *   
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
            RESOLVED, that Paul Jonke, residing at 3 Penny Lane, Brewster, New York, 10509, be and he 
hereby is designated as Town Certiori and Assessment Review Consultant of the Town of Rye, New 
York, effective January 1, 2006 and ending December 31, 2006, at a fee not to exceed thirty thousand 
dollars ($30,000.00), except that under certain conditions where sub-contractors may be required; he has 
to act as coordinator among several experts, or retained in a litigation case where an expert witness is 
desired, and 
  
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the said thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) be shared 
with the Villages and Town, for specific parcels as so designated by the Assessor of the Town of Rye. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 

AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:       Councilperson Villanova 

                          
       * * * * * * *       
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 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted:   
  
            RESOLVED, that Salvatore Bambara,  residing at 17  Alto Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 
10573 be and he is hereby designated  to provide Bailiff services to the Justice Court of the Town of 
Rye, New York, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that he be compensated for such services in the amount not to 

exceed three thousand dollars ($3,000.00) per year. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:  None    

      * * * * * * *   
            On motion of Councilperson   Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson  Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
           RESOLVED, that Bennett Kielson Storch De Santis & Co. LLP,  1 Barker Avenue, White Plains, 
NY 10601 be and they hereby are designated Auditors for Certifications of the 2004 Financial Statements 
of the Town of Rye and the Town of Rye Justice Department, pursuant to Law at a fee not to exceed 
twenty-eight thousand dollars ($28,000.00), and 
  
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the contract for providing such certifications be filed in the 
office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Rye. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
            NOES:    None 
      
           Councilperson Villanova mentioned the 2004 financials had yet to be provided. Town Accountant  
Byrnes explained that the field work had just been completed and there was still other work to be done 
including a new required governmental accounting report “G.A.S.B. 34.” Mr. Byrnes expected that all 
would probably be completed by the next meeting and work on the 2005 financials would continue.      
       * * * * * * *  
           On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted:                                  
  
            RESOLVED, that the third Tuesday of each month be and the same is hereby designated as the 
regular meeting date of the Town Board of the Town of Rye for the year 2006, and 
  
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that at such meetings the Town Board will adhere Robert’s Rules 
of Order, with a three-minute limit for each person to speak on any issue. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
            NOES:   None 
                       * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted:  
  
            RESOLVED, that the Journal News and the Westmore News are designated as the official 
newspapers of the Town of Rye for publication of notices, resolutions or ordinances affecting the Town  of 
Rye for the year 2006. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 

AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:    None 
 ABSTAINED:  Councilperson Borrelli 
 

* * * * * * * 
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 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
             
            RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye be and they are hereby designating a Representative and 
Alternate, respectively, to be named at a later date to attend the Annual Meeting of the Association of 
Towns to be held in New York City, February 19-22, 2006.  
  
            ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito   
 NOES:    None 
      * * * * * * *  
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino,  the  following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
            RESOLVED, that by virtue of Article 4, Section 64 of the Town Law authorizing the Town 
Board  to designate, by resolution, the banks and trust companies  in this State in which the Supervisor, 
Town Clerk, Receiver of Taxes and Councilpersons shall deposit all monies coming into their hands, the 
Town Board does hereby designate the following as an additional  depository for the year 2006 who 
have complied with requirements laid down by the Board for the depositories of funds for the Town of 
Rye: 
 The Bank of New York, County Trust Region, 122 N. Main Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 
 Hudson Valley Bank, 500 Westchester Ave., Port Chester, NY 10573 
 MBIA, Municipal Investors Service Corp., CLASS Product, 113 New King St., Armonk, NY 10504             
 M & T Bank, Hudson Valley Div., 303 S. Broadway, Suite 130, Tarrytown, NY 10591 
 Wachovia Bank, 133 N. Main Street, Port Chester, NY 10573       
 Commerce Bank, N.A., 6000 Atrium Way, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 
 USA Bank, 211 Irving Avenue, Port Chester, NY 10573 
            
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito        
 NOES:    Councilperson Villanova 
 ABSTAINED:  Councilperson Borrelli 
 

Councilperson Villanova questioned the designation of USA Bank as it was new and did not 
have a proven record.  He also questioned the possibility of an ethics violation as a Town of Rye 
employee was a founder of the bank. He requested that the issue be tabled for a month until further 
investigation. Supervisor Morabito responded that Raymond Sculky had inquired and that that was a 
licensed bank of New York and they would provide the appropriate collateral (FDIC Insurance) as the 
other banking institutions. Mr. Morabito also noted that he tried to support local banks and businesses in 
the town.               
                                                                     * * * * * * *                             
            On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that the following banks, previously designated as depositories of the Town of 
Rye, must submit a Custodial Agreement when and if the current Agreement is revised, amended or 
changed in any way: 
  Hudson Valley Bank, 500 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, NY 10573 
  The Bank of N Y, County Trust Region, 122 Main Street, Port Chester, NY  10573 
  M & T Bank, Hudson Valley Div., 303 S. Broadway,  Suite 130, Tarrytown, NY  10591 
  Commerce Bank, N.A., 6000 Atrium Way, Mt. Laurel, New Jersey  08054 
  USA Bank, 211 Irving Avenue, Port Chester, New York  10573,       and 
  
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Custodial Agreements must be filed in the Office of 
the Town Clerk of the Town of Rye, New York. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
 AYES :     Councilpersons Mendicino, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:     Councilperson Villanova 

ABSTAINED:  Councilperson Borrelli        
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            Councilperson Villanova for the record stated that his concerns for the prior resolution held true 
for that one. 
      * * * * * * * 
            On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
           RESOLVED, that according to New York Local Government Records Law (Chapter 737. Laws 
of 1987) Section 57.19 Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia is hereby designated Records Management Officer 
for the Town of Rye. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
 NOES:    None 
      * * * * * * *       

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
   
            RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to enter into an agreement with John Zicca 
Landscaping, Inc., with business located at 432 Willett Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 10573 
providing a specialized, reliable, professional type of service for landscaping, plus other services under 
the jurisdiction of the Town of Rye for a period from January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006, and  
  
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Zicca Landscaping shall provide the Town of Rye for 
such services as per agreement on file in the office of the Town Clerk. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 

AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, and Lagana    
NOES:    Councilperson Villanova 

 ABSTAINED:  Supervisor Morabito 
          
           Councilperson Villanova thought the resolution was written incorrectly. He didn’t think 
landscaping came under the professional type of service for the Town of Rye.  Supervisor Morabito 
explained that it was beyond landscaping and that his services encompassed much more, including the 
maintenance of cemeteries.  That was his corporate name and his name had to be mentioned.  Mr. 
Villanova asked if that was put out to bid.  Mr. Morabito explained that that was a professional service 
and according to Counsel, professional service contracts did not need to be put out to bid.                
  
       * * * * * * *                                                              
           On motion of Councilperson Borrelli,  seconded   by   Councilperson   Mendicino,  the   following  
Resolution was adopted: 
  
           RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized to publish notices, resolutions or 
ordinances in the official newspapers, when and if she deems it advisable or necessary. 
       
            ROLL CALL:     
     AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
      * * * * * * *       
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
            RESOLVED, that all authorized personnel of the Town of Rye using their own vehicles for Official   
Business,  be  compensated  at  the  rate  of  thirty cents ($.30) per  mile  commencing  January 1, 2006, and 
  
            BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said personnel shall be required to keep a mileage log of 
each and every such trip made, which will be reviewed by the Supervisor or designated Confidential 
Secretary before payment is approved. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
 NOES:   None 
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 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following  
Resolution was adopted: 
  
            RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be and he hereby is authorized to file his Annual Supervisor's 
Report within sixty (60) days after the close of the year and to publish the same. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:   None   
      * * * * * * *         
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
            RESOLVED, that approval is granted for the payment of dues to the Association of Towns of 
the State of New York for the year beginning January 1, 2006 in the amount of  one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00). 
  
            ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  

NOES:   None 
                     * * * * * * * 
        
 On   motion of   Councilperson Borrelli,  seconded  by  Councilperson  Lagana,   the    following 
Resolution was adopted: 

 
RESOLVED, that Supervisor Robert A. Morabito be authorized to advance Town Funds, up to 

eighty thousand dollars ($80,000.00), to run the day-to-day basic operation of Rye Town Park and/or 
Rye Town Park Commission, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a monthly report of expenditures be furnished by the 

Town Comptroller to the Town Board. 
  
            ROLL CALL: 

AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:    None    
      * * * * * * *  

 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
            RESOLVED,  that as per Section 29 (3) of the Town Law of the State of New York, monies 
shall be disbursed only by checks payable to the person or persons entitled thereto by facsimile 
signatures of the  Supervisor  and Comptroller of the Town of Rye, as reproduced by a machine or 
device  commonly known  as a  check signer. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  

NOES:    None 
                                 * * * * * * *  

 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
             
            RESOLVED, that as per Section 77B of the Municipal Law of the State of New York, 
Department Heads and/or employees attending meetings, conferences, training schools, etc. on behalf of 
the Town of Rye, New York, must receive approval from the Town Board. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito       
NOES:    None  

 * * * * * * *                                   



 
              January 17, 2006 
Supervisor Morabito asked for the approval of minutes for the meeting held on November 19, 

2002. Councilperson Borrelli recommended that the minutes be accepted, but done under protest.     
  
On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the minutes for the 

meeting held on November 19, 2002 were adopted.  Councilperson Villanova abstained. 
 
On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, and unanimously 

adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on December 19, 2005 were approved and as presented. 
 
Supervisor Morabito asked the Town Assessor Markowitz to explain the two certiorari 

settlements needing to be resolved. Mr. Markowitz briefed the audience on those multi-year settlements 
for the Washington Park Plaza Properties in the Village of Port Chester and the Village of Rye Brook 
and the Nursing Home at 1000 High Street in Port Chester. It was further stated that the agreements and 
results were favorable with the Port Chester School district and the Village of Port Chester and the 
Village of Rye  Brook. 

     * * * * * * * 
On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 WHEREAS, Notice of Petition and Petition to review the assessment for taxation years 2002 
through 2005 of the real estate of 1000 High Street, affecting the parcel of real property on the Tax Rolls 
of the Town of Rye known as Section 141.60, Block 1, Lot 11, formerly known as Section 2, Block 138, 
Lot 3A, County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment 
Review and Assessor of the Town of Rye (the “Respondents”), and 
 WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
        Assessment            Tax                          Assessed Valuation                 Amount of 
     Year                Year            Reduced From         Reduced To        Reduction 

   2002  2003      146,400    103,200        43,200 
    2003  2004                 146,400      99,540        46,860 
    2004  2005            13,561,800            4,750,000   8,811,800 
    2005  2006              6,000,000            5,280,000      720,000      
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as 
recommended by the Town Attorney and Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal 
costs relating to said matters; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows:  
 1.  The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 
Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 
             2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 
Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court 
orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders directing the establishment of 
assessments for the tax years identified above to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said 
proceedings. 
 3.  The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on the 
terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

           AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
           NOES:      None 
      * * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

 
WHEREAS, Petition and Notice of Petition, Index Number 18603/05, to review the assessments 

for taxation years 2004 and 2005 of the real estate of the Washington Park Plaza Associates affecting the 
parcels of real property on the Tax Roll of the Town of Rye known as Section 141.36, Block 3, Lots 1, 
1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 (Rye Brook) and Section 141.36, Block 1, Lots 28, 28.2 and 29 (Port Chester), County 
of Westchester, State of New York, was duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and 
Assessor for the Town of Rye (the “Respondent”), and 
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WHEREAS, the Respondent and said property owner are prepared to enter into a Stipulation of 

Settlement in connection with the above proceeding for assessment years 2004 and 2005, and 
 
WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 

recommended by Daniel D. Tartaglia of Del Bello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, 
LLP, Special Counsel without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matter; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 
 
1.  Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be is hereby authorized to enter into a Stipulation of                                        
     Settlement of said pending proceeding on the terms set forth therein.                                                                    
2. Special Counsel is hereby authorized to consent to entry of the appropriate court order to                                                                                                                              

accomplish said Stipulation of Settlement. 
3. The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on the 

terms set forth in Stipulation of Settlement. 
This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

  
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:  None 

* * * * * * * 
  
            Supervisor Morabito thanked Councilperson Walter for serving as Deputy Supervisor for the 
year 2005, noting that it was a pleasure working with him. 
 
            By virtue of authority invested in him pursuant to law, Supervisor Morabito appointed 
Councilperson Dominick Lagana as Deputy Supervisor for the year 2006.   
 
  Supervisor Morabito recognized and welcomed dignitaries from the Village of Mamaroneck and 
the Village of Port Chester, as well as Congresswoman Nita Lowey. 
 
 The newly elected officials were sworn in by Judges Provenzano and Colangelo. 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey was present to swear in Councilperson Mendicino.    
 
            Calling on comments from the Council, Councilperson Villanova mentioned that the monthly 
Board meetings should be televised. Supervisor Morabito noted that procedures and costs to televise 
meetings were already being examined. Mr. Villanova suggested that money budgeted for the Town of 
Rye Newsletter be re-allocated for televising the meetings.  Mr. Morabito felt the contents of the 
newsletter would reach a large number of people, especially those who did not have cable. Mr. 
Villanova’s motion was tabled. Mr. Morabito appointed Mr. Villanova to be the liaison for the project. 
 
             There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by  
Councilperson Lagana and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 P.M. 
 
 
                                                                                                             Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                                                                                             Hope B. Vespia           
                                                                                                             Town Clerk 
 
 
 



                                                    MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 21,  2006                                           

 
     A meeting of the  Town  Board of the Town of Rye was  held on Tuesday  evening,  February 21,  
2006  in  the Courtroom of the Town  Office  Building ,  10  Pearl  Street,  Port  Chester,  New  York  at  
8:00  P. M. with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 
     PRESENT: in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, Dominick                           
               Lagana, William Villanova and  Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia    
                                                                               
     ABSENT:     Councilperson Michael J. Borrelli 
     ALSO 
     PRESENT: Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca,   Superintendent of Highways Vincent Sapione,                 
             Town Accountant David Brynes, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann,  Town Comptroller                       
             Joseph M. Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons, and Purchasing  Agent             
             Raymond L. Sculky. 
 
     DEPARTMENT HEADS             
     ABSENT:   Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz and Representatives of the Court   
 
     Honorable Vincent Sapione led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the tape recorder was in 
use during the proceedings.  Supervisor Morabito read the Opening Prayer. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
     On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova and unanimously 
adopted, the  minutes of the meeting held on January 17, 2006 were approved as presented. 
    
     The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
     TOWN CLERK FRANCES C. NUGENT, for the month of December, 2005: 
           Total Fees submitted to the Supervisor……………….….………….....$1,715.52   
                   
     TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of January, 2006: 
           Total Fees submitted to the Supervisor…………………..………….....$1,103.03     
 
     RECEIVER OF TAXES HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of December, 2005: 
          Transferred to Supervisor, Town of Rye………………................$  9,376,480.47 
          Transferred to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester………...............$ 7,266,510.66        
          Transferred to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook………………….$     181,228.70 
          Total………………………………………………………………$16,824,219.83 
     CRAWFORD PARK,  
           For the month of December, 2005…………………………………..…$3,670.00  
           For the month of January, 2006……….…………………….................$2,520.00 
 
      * * * * * * *    
    Town Clerk Vespia presented the following Resolution: 
 
     Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye establishing a Homestead Base Proportion and a 
Non-Homestead Base Proportion and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a statement of locally 
determined Homestead Base proportions pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of Section 
1903 of the Real Property Tax Law commonly referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” based upon 
the assessment roll completed, verified and filed in 2005. 
 
     On motion of Councilperson Villanova seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted:  
 
     WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law 
(“RPTL”) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of property 
tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property, and 
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     WHEREAS, the Town Board has caused the preparation of an Environmental Assessment Form 
(EAF) dated March 5, 2004, and has carefully reviewed the information contained in the EAF, and  
     WHEREAS, the Town Board determined that the Local Law would not result in any potential 
significant adverse environmental impacts, based upon that determination, the Town Board adopted a 
negative declaration of environmental significance with respect to the Local Law and the Local Law was 
considered an “unlisted” action under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) based 
upon that determination, and  
     WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a  Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local Law 
Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Law” commonly referred to as the 
“Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and 
     WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate property 
tax rates: a lower rate for residential property owners equal to a rate of 68.636291 (the “Homestead 

Base Proportion”)  and a higher rate for all other property owners equal to a rate of 31.363709 (the 

“Non-Homestead Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally 
Determined Homestead Base Proportions pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 
Assessment Roll completed, verified and filed in 2005; 
 
        NOW, THEREFORE,  BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Town Board as follows: 

1. The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates pursuant to the  
provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL: (i) the Homestead Base Proportion at the rate 

equal to 68.636291: and (ii) the Non-Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 

31.363709; and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined 
Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the assessment 
roll completed, verified and filed in 2005. 

       
         ROLL CALL: 
         AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito     
         NOES:       None 
         ABSENT:  Councilperson Borrelli 
            

     Supervisor Morabito explained the Homestead and Non-Homestead Tax option allowed the Town 
Board to adopt a local option to establish two separate property tax rates: a lower tax rate for the 
residential (one-, two-, and three-family) and a higher tax rate for other properties (commercial or more 
than a three-family home).  He noted that the option prevented any large shift in property tax burden 
from commercial to residential and must be renewed every year.  Mr. Morabito also explained that if the 
Homestead Tax Act did not benefit the homeowners, the Town Board might rescind it at any time.      

* * * * * * *           
        Supervisor Morabito asked to make an addition to the meeting.  He mentioned that the current year 
the state shifted the taxable status date back to July. He explained that changing the taxable status would 
have a negative impact on municipalities with 100 percent valuation which included the Town of Rye 
and the Town of Pelham. He noted that would not cause a shift in taxes, but it could create an influx of 
increased assessed values because of a longer period of time. 
 
     Supervisor Morabito asked permission of the Board to ask County Legislator Martin Rogowsky and 
County Legislator James Maisano representing the Town of Pelham to authorize the County to change 
the taxable status date back to January 1.  It was also the recommendation of the attorney to have a 
floating date for municipalities in the County of Westchester who were assessed at 100% with a 5% 
margin of error. 
      * * * * * * * 
     Supervisor Morabito and the Board members discussed a proposal for Cablevision.  The proposal 
was reviewed and Councilperson Mendicino suggested getting one other price rather than going with 
just one vendor.   
                                                                                                                                          
     Councilperson Villanova mentioned that he had commitment letters from the Village of Port Chester 
and the Village of Mamaroneck to air the tapes. Supervisor Morabito asked Mr. Villanova to take the 
lead with the project.  Mr. Villanova agreed to meet with Mr. Lorenzo, who prepared the proposal, to 
see the most cost-effective equipment required, to coordinate with the villages and to have the 
information submitted by the next meeting. 

* * * * * * *       
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     A letter requesting monetary support from the Port Chester-Rye Brook-Town of Rye Independence 
Day Committee was read.  Supervisor Morabito and Board members agreed that the budgeted amount be 
donated. 
      * * * * * * *        
     Supervisor Morabito reported on the following for Assessor Markowitz: 
 
     In regard to an update on small claims settlements, approximately fifty were filed and twenty-five 
automatically withdrawn/settled with no reduction.  There were approximately twenty-five cases 
pending.  With regard to certiorari proceedings, about two hundred remained to be settled, many of 
which were filed prior to the revaluation. Hopefully those would be resolved by the end of the year. 
There were approximately thirty-nine new filings that the Assessor and attorneys were working on.  The 
assessment numbers would continue to be updated annually. 
                * * * * * * *  
    Town Comptroller Granchelli reported that after speaking with the Town auditors from Bennett, 
Kielson, Storch & Company, the finalization of the 2004 audit would be completed by March 31, 2006.  
They were presently working on Rye Town Park.      

 
      * * * * * * * 
     Receiver of Taxes Mecca went officially on record to publicly commend and thank the current Town 
Clerk, Hope B. Vespia, who previously served as the Receiver of Taxes, for the effort and help she had 
provided him during the transition period.  
 
                 * * * * * * * 
     Superintendent of Highways Sapione brought the Town Board up to date on the general maintenance, 
repair and structure of the bridges located in Mamaroneck under the responsibility of the Town of Rye.   
He touched briefly on the lawsuit between the New York Department of Transportation and the New 
York State Transportation Authority with the Village of Mamaroneck and the Town of Rye concerning 
the North Barry Avenue Bridge. Mr. Sapione asked Town Attorney Mann to update the Board on the 
status of the lawsuit. 
                          * * * * * * * 
     Supervisor Morabito reported that the Town of Rye received a $50,000 grant to continue the trail-
way path through Crawford Park. Assemblyman George Latimer was thanked for his good efforts in 
helping procure the grant. 
      * * * * * * *   
     Supervisor Morabito mentioned that the Town Board was interested in alternative uses for the 
property adjacent to the entrance of Crawford Park and the former Carriage house.  The Board was still 
waiting to hear from Fire Chief Mutz who expressed an interest in conducting training at that area. Mr.  
Morabito suggested that Chris Cohan and Councilperson Borrelli be asked to work with the Friends of 
Crawford Park for their input to beautify that entrance. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
     Supervisor Morabito asked the Board for permission to contact the International Association of 
Assessing Officers to conduct an audit of the revaluation that was conducted in 2004 as well as the 
updates for 2005 and now 2006 and report back to the Board with a formal study and survey as to what 
was done right, what was done wrong, and where the Board was going forward.  
                                                                                                                  
     The I.A.A.O. was a professional organization that assessors belonged to.  Members of that 
organization actually went out to study communities that had done revaluations. Supervisor Morabito 
wanted to invite a representative from the organization to make a presentation to the Board. 
 
                          * * * * * * * 
     On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously 
adopted, permission was granted for Supervisor Morabito to contact I.A.A.O. for a proposal.  
 
      * * * * * * *    
     In an effort to promote communication, Supervisor Morabito recommended that the Board take the 
initiative to contact the Rye Neck School Board, asking permission to have two Town monthly meetings 
held in the Village of Mamaroneck.  
 
      * * * * * * * 
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     On the motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously 
adopted, the meeting date of March 21, 2006 was rescheduled to March 28, 2006 due to the Village 
Election. 
      * * * * * * *          
     Councilperson Mendicino reported that she had attended the “Friends of Crawford Park” meeting on 
Councilperson Borrelli’s behalf. They would be holding their annual fundraiser in the Spring and were 
in the process of organizing their 5 - mile run and signing up sponsors.   
    
      * * * * * * * 
     Councilperson Mendicino mentioned that the FAA was redesigning the airspace in the metropolitan 
area over New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York.  She recommended that the Town of Rye go on 
record to get involved in the process with concern for the protection of Town airspace. 
 
      * * * * * * *        
      Councilperson Villanova asked for each Board member to receive a breakdown of purchases for 
each department from the prior month to be reviewed.  Supervisor Morabito mentioned that each Board 
member would be given a check register for every month.  Mr.  Villanova preferred that a check list for 
each purchase be available.  He also requested that each department head provide the Board with a 
mission statement and a list of duties for each employee. 
 

* * * * * * *           
      Joseph Carvin of 55 Hillandale Road questioned if the designation of Paul Jonke to serve as Town 
Certiorari and Assessment Review Consultant was a new position.  He mentioned other designations in 
the budget for appraisals and the revaluation. Supervisor Morabito explained that Mr. Jonke was hired to 
replace the former Appraiser Elliott Glaser who passed away.  He also noted that Mr. Jonke’s expertise 
was required due to unique certiorari filings which included shopping centers and a hotel. Mr. Carvin 
questioned the appointment of former Councilperson John Walter and the benefits he would be 
receiving. 
 
       * * * *  * * *           
     Martin Rennert of 225 Frank Avenue felt that as a resident of Mamaroneck, many people of that area 
were not aware of Crawford Park and that information of the park should be publicized more. Supervisor 
Morabito mentioned that many Rye Neck residents and the Boy Scouts (Rye Rangers) used the facilities 
of the park. 
      * * * * * * *             
     Gerald O’Donnell of 1190 Harrison Avenue, Mamaroneck mentioned the overage of $740,000 in the 
Rye Neck School Budget.  He also questioned the Town of Rye’s hiring process for the Director of 
Public Safety and the Director of Purchasing. 
      * * * * * * *  
     Richard Abel of 19 Quintard Drive , Port Chester asked Town Clerk Vespia if she had been consulted 
as to the need for a part-time Deputy Town Clerk.  The Town Clerk responded that it was not her 
appointment.    
                                                                       * * * * * * * 
     There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson 
Villanova and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 P.M. 
 
                                          
                                                                                                                      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                   
                                                                                                                      Hope B. Vespia 
                                                                                                                      Town Clerk 
                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                              
  

                                                                                                         
  



 

MEETING HELD MARCH 10, 2006 

 

 

 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Friday evening, March 10, 2006 in 

the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York at 6:15 P.M. with 

Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

  

 PRESENT:   in  addition  to  the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, Dominick 

   Lagana, William Villanova,  Michael Borrelli and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia. 

 ALSO 

 PRESENT: Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Town Attorney Assesor Mitchell 

Markowitz,  Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann,  and Deputy Town Clerk Linda A.   

Lyons. 

 DEPARTMENT HEAD 

 ABSENT: Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky, 

   and Representatives of the Court. 

 

 Nicholas C. Mecca led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the tape recorder was in use 

during the proceedings.   Councilperson Borrelli read the opening prayer. 

 

       * * * * * * *      

 Asssessor Markowitz explained that the special meeting was called  due to pending settlements of 

litigation which would effect the assessment roll used for taxation purposes for the 2006 County and Town 

tax to be levied April 1, 2006.  Those adjustments to the assessment roll due to the certiorari settlements 

would avoid any payback situations.   

 

* * * * * * * 

           Assessor Markowitz informed the Board that the attorneys for Barrymore Condominium had 

withdrawn their complaint and court case regarding their certiorari. 

 

* * * * * * * 

 

On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson  Mendicino, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 

WHEREAS, Notice of Petition and Petition to review the assessment for taxation year 2003, 2004, 

2005 and 2006 of the real estate of Longview Owners, Inc. affecting the parcel of real property on the Tax 

Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Parcel  136.70-2-40 County of Westchester, State of New York, were 

d4uly served upon the Board of Assessment Review, and  

WHEREAS, the above referenced proceeding(s) are identified by the following index number(s and 

Assessors in the Town of Rye (the “Respondents”); and): 16445/02, 15030/03, 16725/04 and 17354/05, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement and 

Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 

 

   Assessment 

        Year       

 

      Tax 

     Year 

 

Reduced From      

 

Reduced To 

Amount of 

Reduction 

       2002    2003        290,000       290,000      -0- 

       2003    2004        290,000       290,000      -0- 

       2004    2005   19,513,700  16,640,000 2,873,700 

       2005    2006   19,513,700  16,640,000 2,873,700 

                                                                                                                                                                , and   

 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as recommended 

by the Special Counsel and Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to 

said matters; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 

Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 
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2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 

Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court 

orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders directing the establishment of 

assessments for the assessment year stipulated above as aforesaid to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance 

of said proceedings. 

3.  Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on the terms 

set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor 

       Morabito 

 NOES:      None 

 

       * * * * * * * 

 

 

On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 

WHEREAS, Petition and Notice of Petition, Index Number 2507/06, to review the assessments for 

taxation years 2004 and 2005 of the real estate of the 36 Bush Avenue, Port Chester, NY, affecting the 

parcels of real property on the Tax Roll of the Town of Rye known as Parcel 136.78.2-16 Count of 

Westchester, State of New York, was duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor for 

the Town of Rye (the “Respondent”), and 

 

   Assessment 

        Year       

 

      Tax 

     Year 

 

Reduced From      

 

Reduced To 

Amount of 

Reduction 

        2004        2005      2,506,900       1,200,000    1,306,900 

        2005        2006      2,757,600       1,200,000       1,557,600 

            , and 

WHEREAS, the Respondent and said property owner are prepared to enter into a Stipulation of 

Settlement in connection with the above proceeding for assessment years 2004 and 2005, and 

 

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as recommended 

by Daniel D. Tartaglia of Del Bello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, Special 

Counsel without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matter; 

           

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 

 

1. Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be is hereby authorized to enter into a 

                                     Stipulation of Settlement of said pending proceeding on the terms set forth therein. 

2. Special Counsel is hereby authorized to consent to entry of the appropriate 

                                     court order to accomplish said Stipulation of Settlement. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay 

                                     refunds on the terms set forth in Stipulation of Settlement. 

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

  

 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor  Morabito 

NOES:   None 

 

 

      * * * * * * * 
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On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, Notice of Petition and Petition to review the assessment for taxation year 2006 of the 

real estate of  37 Central Avenue, Port Chester, affecting the parcel of real property on the Tax Rolls of the 

Town of Rye known as Parcel  142.47-1-9 County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served 

upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessors in the Town of Rye (the "Respondents"), and 

WHEREAS, the above referenced proceeding(s) are identified by the following index number: 

16757/05, and 

 WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement and 

Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 

   

   Assessment 

        Year       

 

      Tax 

     Year 

 

Reduced From      

 

Reduced To 

Amount of 

Reduction 

        2005        2006      165,000         50,000    115,000 

              , and 

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as recommended 

by the Special Counsel and Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to 

said matters; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 

Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 

Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court 

orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders directing the establishment of 

assessments for the assessment year stipulated above as aforesaid to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance 

of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on the 

terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:  Councilpersons  Mendicino,  Borrelli,  Lagana, Villanova  and Supervisor Morabito 

 NOES:   None 

 

       * * * * * * *       

 

On motion of  Councilperson  Borrelli,  seconded by Councilperson  Lagana,  the  following 

Resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, Notice of Petition and Petition to review the assessment for taxation year 2005 and 

2006 of the real estate of Bellefair Homeowners’ Association affecting the parcel of real property on the 

Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Parcel 124.73-2-59 County of Westchester, State of New York, 

were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessors in the Town of Rye (the 

"Respondents"), and 

WHEREAS, the above referenced proceeding(s) are identified by the following index numbers:  

16762/04 and 17343/05, and 

 WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement and 

Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 

 

   Assessment 

        Year       

 

      Tax 

     Year 

 

Reduced From      

 

Reduced To 

Amount of 

Reduction 

        2004        2005      665,000       515,000    150,000 

        2005        2006      590,000       540,000      50,000 

              , and 

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as recommended 

by the Special Counsel and Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to 

said matters; 

 



 

                                                                                                                                     March 10, 2006 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 

Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 

Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court 

orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders directing the establishment of 

assessments for the assessment year stipulated above as aforesaid to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance 

of said proceedings. 

                     3. The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on the                          

 terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrell, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito. 

 NOES:      None. 

                  * * * * * * * 

     

 

                        On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following Resolution 

                         was adopted:                       

                       
WHEREAS, Notice of Petition and Petition to review the assessment for taxation year 2005 and 

2006 of the real estate of Bellefair Homeowners’ Association affecting the parcel of real property on the 

Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Parcel  124.73-2-61 County of Westchester, State of New York, 

were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessors in the Town of Rye (the 

"Respondents"), and 

WHEREAS, the above referenced proceeding(s) are identified by the following index numbers:  

16762/04 and 17343/05, and 

 WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement and 

Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 

 

   Assessment 

        Year       

 

      Tax 

     Year 

 

Reduced From      

 

Reduced To 

Amount of 

Reduction 

        2004        2005    1,050,000       850,000    200,000 

        2005        2006       950,000       850,000    100,000 

                                                                                                                                                                , and 

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as recommended 

by the Special Counsel and Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to 

said matters; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 

Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 

Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate court 

orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders directing the establishment of 

assessments for the assessment year stipulated above as aforesaid to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance 

of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on the 

terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 

 NOES:   None 

      



 

                                                                                                                                             March 10, 2006  

 

 

 Resolution of the Town Board of the  Town of Rye Establishing a Homestead Base Proportion and a 

Non-Homestead Base Proportion and to Authorize the Town Assessor to File a Statement of Locally 

Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to and in Accordance with the Provisions of Section 

1903 of the Real Property Tax Law Commonly Referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” Based upon the 

Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2005. 

   

           A discussion by the Town Board regarding Homestead Base proportions took place and after 

deliberations the following resolution was approved by the Town Board.  

 

On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following  

Resolution was adopted: 

 WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law 

(“RPTL”) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and 

WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of property 

tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property,  and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board has caused the preparation of an Environmental Assessment Form 

(EAF) dated  March 5, 2004, and has carefully reviewed the information contained in the EAF, and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board determined that the Local Law would not result in any potential 

significant adverse environmental impacts, based upon that determination, the Town Board adopted a 

negative declaration of environmental significance with respect to the Local Law and the Local Law was 

considered an “unlisted” action under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) based upon 

that determination, and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local Law 

Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly referred to as the 

“Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate property 

tax rates: a lower rate for residential property owners equal to a rate of 70.042810 (the “Homestead Base 

Proportion”) and a higher rate for all other property owners equal to a rate of  29.95719 ( the “Non-

homestead Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally 

Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL Based on the Assessment 

Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2005; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board as follows: 

1.  The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates pursuant to the provisions 

of Section 1903 of the RPTL: (i) the Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 70.042810; and (ii) 

the Non-homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 29.95719; and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor 

to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the 

RPTL Based on the Assessment Roll Completed, Verified and Filed in 2005. 

             

            ROLL CALL: 

AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:    None 

 

       * * * * * * * 

 

 

          There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson 

Lagana and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 P.M. 

 

 

                                                                                                                          Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                          Hope B. Vespia 

                                                                                                                          Town Clerk 

 

 

 



 

 

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

MEETING HELD MARCH 28, 2006 

 
 
 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 
March 28, 2006, in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York 
at 8:00 P. M. with Supervisor Robert A.  Morabito presiding. 
 

PRESENT:    in  addition to the   Supervisor were Councilpersons  Michele  Mendicino,                              
                      Michael Borrelli, Dominick Lagana,  William Villanova and Town Clerk   
                      Hope B. Vespia 
 ALSO 

             PRESENT:   Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent 
            Sapione, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Monroe Y. 
            Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda 
            A. Lyons and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 
  
            DEPARTMENT  HEADS             
            ABSENT:      Representatives of the Court   
    

 Goldie Solomon led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the tape recorder was in use 
during the proceedings.  Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer. 
 

      * * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the minutes of the 
meeting held on February 21, 2006 were approved as presented.  The minutes of the meeting held on 
March 10, 2006 were unanimously adopted on motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by 
Councilperson Lagana. 
      * * * * * * *    

            The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of February, 2006: 
   Remitted to Supervisor……………………………………….…….$1,629.27 
 
  RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of February, 2006 : 
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye………………………...$2,915,947.26 
   Deposited to Treasurer,  Village of Port Chester………………….$66,870.68 
              Deposited to Treasurer,  Village of Rye Brook……………….. $2,672,461.52  
                                          Total………………………………………… ……………$22,241,728.56 
  
  CRAWFORD PARK for the month of  February, 2006……………………$3,670.00 
    
                                              * * * * * * *        

                                                                                                                              
         Mr. Bruce Sauter, a consultant for the International Association of Assessing Officers (I.A.A.O.) 
gave a presentation on the process of auditing a revaluation.  Mr. Sauter stated his background which 
included over 34 years of experience in many areas of assessments. As a member of the I.A.A.O., he 
was presently called in to audit various places that underwent revaluations. He reported that he was an 
objective and unbiased consultant.  Mr. Sauter mentioned previous municipalities that he had audited 
and the procedures that he had followed to achieve an accurate report. He stated that the time frame for 
the project would take less than a month. 
 
 

* * * * * * * 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                                                                                            March 28, 2006 
          Supervisor Morabito and the Town Board briefly discussed the qualifications and expertise of  
Mark S. Tulis and his firm in connection with real estate taxes and “PILOT” matters.  Mr. Tulis was  
a representative for the Village of Port Chester Industrial Development Agency and also a United 
 States Bankruptcy trustee.  
       
         On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, a resolution to hire 
Mark S. Tulis, Esq. from the law firm of  Oxman, Tulis, Kirkpatrick, Whyatt & Geiger, LLP to represent 
the Town of Rye regarding the recent sale of the former United Hospital property was presented and 
unanimously approved.  
                * * * * * * * 
          A letter addressed to Supervisor Morabito from John Wolham, IAAO who represented the State of  
New York Office of Real Property Services congratulated the Town of Rye for the successful 
completion of the annual reassessment of the 2005 assessment roll.  Mr. Wolham thanked the Town of 
Rye and Assessor Markowitz for achieving the highest levels of quality assessment administration and 
stated that the taxpayers in the community were receiving the benefits of equitable assessments that 
reflected current market value.  The Town of Rye had received the 2005 Annual Aid Certification and 
would receive $52,750.00 in state aid for the parcel count of 10,550. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
          Town Clerk Vespia presented the following letter, dated February 24, 2006, from John P. Swick, 
Recreation Leader, Village of Rye Brook addressed to Supervisor Morabito.   
 “Rye Brook Recreation is requesting use of Crawford Park for our Junior Sports program, 2nd 
Grade T-Ball program and Men’s Softball. 
 Junior Sports will take place on Mondays, 3:00pm-5:30pm from April 3rd – June 5th and 
Tuesdays, 2:30pm-5:00pm from April 4th-June 6th.  For this program we will need use of the softball 
field and the field adjoining the softball field.  We would also need use of the bathrooms. 
 2nd Grade T-Ball will take place on Wednesday afternoons from 3:00pm-5:00pm from April 
5th—June 7th.  For this program we will need use of the softball field and the field adjoining the softball 
field.  We would also need use of the bathrooms. 
 The Men’s Softball League will begin April 10th and run through September 15th (Monday-
Friday) from 5:15pm-8:00pm.  As in the past, we will work out the conflicts in advance of our schedule 
publication.  For this program we will need use of the softball field as well as the use of the bathrooms.                                                          
            Once again this summer, Rye Brook Recreation is planning to have our Day Camp at Crawford 
Park.  We will need to utilize the pavilion, Monday and Tuesday, June 26th and 27th from 9:00am-
3:00pm for our camp orientation.  The dates for this year’s camp are July 3rd-August 11th (no camp will 
be held on July 4th) and our camp hours are 8:30am-4:00pm.  We will be planning various activities 
throughout the park.  In the event that any part of the park will not be available to our camp, we would 
appreciate notification prior to the start of camp, so that we can make other arrangements if necessary.  
A meeting has been scheduled in the past to deal with this issue. I would like to extend this same 
opportunity to the Town of Rye.  Please contact me at the number below to schedule a meeting. 
 Last year our camp office was located on the right side of the pavilion, and our medical office 
was located on the left side of the pavilion with our refrigerators in both offices.  We also utilized the 
holding area on the left side of the pavilion.  This set-up seemed to work out well last summer.  We 
would like to utilize the same areas this summer. 
 We look forward to working with the Town of Rye for the aforementioned programs.  Should 
you desire to meet with us regarding our usage, feel free to contact me at 939-3235 extension 117.” 
 
 Approval by the Town Board was granted provided there were no conflicts with the dates.  
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Town Clerk Vespia presented a letter from the Port Chester – Rye Brook Chamber of Commerce 
thanking the Supervisor and Board members for assisting them in their move from their current address 
from 110 Willett Avenue to the Crawford Mansion. 
              * * * * * * * 
 
  The Rye Town Veterans Committee Chairman, Angelo Licare and Treasurer, Louis DiLeo from 
Rye Town Veterans Association addressed a letter to Supervisor Morabito and the Town Council  
requesting $1,000.00 for the Memorial Day and Veterans Day ceremonies and parades.  Supervisor 
Morabito and the council members agreed that the amount was budgeted and their request was granted. 
      * * * * * * * 
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            On behalf of the Rye Town Veterans Association, the Chairman, Angelo Licare and Treasurer, 
Louis DiLeo requested $2,750.00 for Veterans expenses for the five Veterans organizations.  These 
funds were budgeted and approved by the Town Board. 
  
      * * * * * * * 
 
 The donation request from the Port Chester High School Bank Association for the amount of 
$2,500.00 was approved by Town Board.    
 
      * * * * * * * 
                                  
              Councilperson Villanova prepared a detailed proposal with comparable prices for videotaping 
and televising Rye Town monthly meetings on local cable. After viewing the proposal, he stated that 
Thomas Lorenzo taped the meetings for the Village of Port Chester and the Village of Rye Brook and 
his costs were standard and fair. Councilperson Villanova added that the equipment Mr. Lorenzo would 
be using was of good quality and the suggested vendor was reputable and competitive.  In conclusion 
after meeting with Mr. Lorenzo, Councilperson Villanova felt that Mr. Lorenzo would be working in the 
Town’s best interest and asked the Board to make a motion to hire him immediately. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
          On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Villanova and unanimously 
approved, permission was granted to enter into contract with Mr. Thomas Lorenzo.     
                         
      * * * * * * * 
          Assessor Markowitz stated that the Lawn Terrace Condominiums, located in the Rye Neck section 
of the Town of Rye, had withdrawn the certiorari filed for the assessment years 2002, 2003, 2004 and 
2005.   He mentioned that that was one of the tangible benefits of revaluation and keeping the Town 
assessment rolls up-to-date.  
 
           * * * * * * * 
  
     Election Coordinator /Custodian Nicholas C. Mecca presented an update on the status of the current 
and new election procedures.  He mentioned that he and Town Clerk Vespia would be attending 
upcoming meetings with the County Board of Elections.   
   
      * * * * * * *      
  
     Richard Abel requested the amount of rent the Chamber of Commerce was paying for the use of 
Crawford Park.  He also asked if the office was handicap-accessible and if there was a fire escape.   

 
      * * * * * * *  
     Irving Shaw of 334 Richfield Road in Mamaroneck commented on the reassessment program with 
the Homestead Provision and the effect on neighboring properties. He made some suggestions for 
stabilizing and classifying areas.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
  
     Gerald O’Donnell of 1190 Harrison Avenue, Mamaroneck asked the Board members if they had 
done any research concerning his comments from last month’s meeting regarding the overage in the Rye 
Neck School Budget.   Supervisor Morabito mentioned that he would address that in his comments.  
 
                * * * * * * *     
 
          Martin Rennert commented on his objection to the opening prayer.  He questioned the revaluation 
and the effect it had on the property located in Rye Neck. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
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            Goldie Solomon stated her concern about verification of citizenship for voting.  She also 
expressed her dismay of the location and odors of the Westchester County sewage treatment plant 
located in Port Chester which had ruined the village’s best waterfront property.     
 
                * * * * * * * 
 
          Councilperson Borrelli recommended that Peter Mustich, Superintendent of the Rye Neck School 
District, be contacted to set up the monthly meeting for July. He mentioned that there was pending 
legislation in “ORPS” concerning the equalization rate for the Rye Neck School district parcel in the 
City of Rye and Town of Rye.  He anticipated a favorable determination the current year as it was for 
the prior year and hoped to have experts in revaluation attend the meeting to discuss the effects it had in 
that decision.  Councilperson Villanova suggested that the Board also try to have the completed 
evaluation report from Bruce Sauter, IAAO available.  The Town Board unanimously agreed to have the 
July meeting in Rye Neck.          

 
                                                                                * * * * * * *  

   
          Councilperson Mendicino recommended that a free service be offered to seniors from all three 
villages to aid them in learning how to file an assessment grievance.  Supervisor Morabito suggested 
that the service be available to all property owners in the Town of Rye.    The Town Board agreed and 
recommended various ways to advertise that service. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
      
          Councilperson Lagana made a recommendation to invite County Legislator Martin Rogowsky to 
the April meeting to give an update on the Consolidated County Sewer districts.  He also extended 
congratulations to newly-elected trustees Dennis Pilla and Daniel Brakewood and suggested 
congratulatory letters be sent, as well as letters of appreciation to Daniel Colangelo and Peter Ciccone 
for their many years of service.  
 
           * * * * * * * 
 
          Councilperson Villanova recommended that Cesar Ruiz  be invited to a meeting to give a report 
on voter registration.         
          * * * * * * *  
 
          In regard to the issue raised by Gerry O’Donnell, Supervisor Morabito stated that he had contacted 
the school district the next day as well as the Village of Mamaroneck and was told on numerous 
occasions that the $750,000 specifically referred to was money left over from a bond issue that had been 
passed earlier but still had not been expended.  They seemed to disagree on the amount and Mr. 
Morabito said that he would contact Superintendent Mustich for the 2005 audit and he would report on it 
at the next meeting. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
       
          There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson 
Villanova and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 P.M.    

 
 
                                       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                       Hope B. Vespia 
                                       Town Clerk 



MEETING HELD APRIL 18, 2006 
 

 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, April 18, 2006 
at 8:00 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, 
with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 
 PRESENT:     in  addition  to the  Supervisor  were   Councilpersons   Michael Borrelli,                         
             Dominick Lagana, William Villanova, and Town Clerk Hope B.Vespia   
  
            ABSENT:     Councilperson Michelle Mendicino 
  
            ALSO 
            PRESENT:   Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of  Highways  Vincent  A.                 
                                 Sapione,  Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town  Attorney Monroe Y. Mann,  

                     Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and   
          Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky.                 . 

  
            DEPARTMENT HEADS 
            ABSENT:       Representatives of the Court. 
 
 

 Richard Abel led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the 
Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 
 

* * * * * * * 

 

 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the minutes of the  
meeting held on March 28, 2006 were unanimously adopted. 
 

        * * * * * * *  

 

 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

 

  TOWN CLERK HOPE  B. VESPIA, for the month of March, 2006: 
   Total submitted to Supervisor………………………………….$   1,629.27  
 
 
  

 

              RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of March, 2006: 

 

                                    Deposited to the Supervisor, Town of Rye……………………$310,984.69  
                                    Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester………………..$28,898.12 
                                    Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook………………...$324,701.83 
                                    Total………….………………………………………………...$664,584.64          
         

 

  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of March, 2006: 
   Total submitted to Supervisor………………………………….$   4,930.00 

 

* * * * * * * 
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           On  motion of Councilperson Villanova,  seconded by Councilperson  Lagana , the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
            WHEREAS, Notice of Petition and Petition to review the assessment for taxation years 1999 
through 2005 of the real estate known as Top of the Ridge Condos affecting the parcels of real property 
on the tax rolls of the Town of Rye known as parcels 147.83-1-2.1 thru 2.52, County of Westchester, 
State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor in the Town 
of Rye (the "Respondents"), and 
  
             WHEREAS, the above referenced proceeding(s) are identified by the following index numbers:  
15504/99, 15237/01, 15953/03, 15661/04 and 17713/05, and 
  
              WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 

Tax Map No. 147.83-1-2.1 thru 2.52 Top Of The Ridge Condos 

Assess 
Year 

Tax  
Year 

Reduced From Reduced To Amount of 
Reduction 

1999 2000 463,300 440,000           23,300 

    2000     2001        463,300                  440,000                         23,300 

    2001 2002 463,300 431,200           32,100 

2002 2003 463,300 384,100           79,200 

2003 2004 463,300 372,000  91,300 

2004 2005 29,941,000 29,941,000             -0- 

2005 2006 29,941,000 29,941,000             -0- 

                                                                                                                                                    , and                                                                                       
WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as 

recommended by the Town Attorney and Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal 
costs relating to said matters; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation 
of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, 
LLP, Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate 
court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders directing the establishment 
of assessments for the tax years identified above to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said 
proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 
the terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:        Councilpersons Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 

 NOES:        None 
 ABSENT:  Councilperson Michele Mendicino 

 
On motion of    Councilperson  Lagana,    seconded   by  Councilperson  Villanova,  the 

following Resolution was adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, Notice of Petition and Petition to review the assessment years 1997 through 2005 

for the real estate known as JMG, LLC Port Chester, on the tax rolls of the Town of Rye, also known as 
parcel 142.21-1-1, County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of 
Assessment Review and Assessors in the Town of Rye (the "Respondents"), and 
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WHEREAS, the above referenced proceeding(s) are identified by the following index numbers:  
14654/00, 14131/01, 16448/02, 15026/03, 16731/04 and 17351/05, and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 

 

                                                                                                                                                                , and 
WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as 

recommended by the Special Counsel and Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal 
costs relating to said matters; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation 
of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, 
LLP, Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate 
court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders directing the establishment 
of assessments for the assessment year stipulated above as aforesaid to execute Stipulations of 
Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 
the terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:       Councilpersons Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
 NOES:       None 
 ABSENT:  Councilperson Mendicino 
 

     * * * * * * * 
On  motion   of   Councilperson  Borrelli,  seconded   by   Councilperson  Lagana,   the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, Notice of Petition and Petition to review the assessment years 1997 through 2005 
for the real estate known as Cottage Hill, LLC, Port Chester, on the tax rolls of the Town of Rye, also 
known as parcel 142.61-1-23, County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the 
Board of Assessment Review and Assessors in the Town of Rye (the "Respondents"), and 

 

WHEREAS,  the above referenced proceeding(s) are identified by the following index numbers:  
16196/97, 15323/98, 13925/99, 14659/00, 14128/01, 16449/02, 15025/03, 16740/04 and 17346/05, and 
  
             WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
      

Tax Map No. 142.21-1-1  JMG, LLC 

Assess 
Year 

Tax 
Year 

Reduced From Reduced To 
Amount of Reduction 

1997 1998 26,400 26,400 -0- 

1998 1999 26,400 26,400 -0- 

1999 2000 26,400 26,400 -0- 

2000 2001 31,400 28,640 2,760 

2001 2002 32,300 26,860 5,440 

2002 2003 32,300 23,220 9,080 

2003 2004 32,300 22,515 9,755 

2004 2005 1,100,000 1,050,000 50,000 

2005 2006 1,100,000 1,100,000 -0- 
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                                                                                                                                                            , 
and 

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as 
recommended by the Special Counsel and Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal 
costs relating to said matters; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation 
of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, 
LLP, Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate 
court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders directing the establishment 
of assessments for the assessment year stipulated above as aforesaid to execute Stipulations of 
Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 
the terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:       Councilpersons Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:       None 
 ABSENT:  Councilperson Mendicino 
       * * * * * * * 
           On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli,  the  following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 

WHEREAS, Notice of Petition and Petition to review the assessment for taxation year 2004 and 
2005 of the real estate of Midland Properties of New York, Inc., Port Chester, affecting the parcel of real 
property on the tax rolls of the Town of Rye known as parcel  142.53-1-3, County of Westchester, State 
of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessors in the Town of 
Rye (the "Respondents"), and 

 

WHEREAS, the above referenced proceeding(s) are identified by the following index numbers: 
16722/04 and 17356/05, and 
             WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 

Assessment 
Year 

 

Tax 
Year 

 
Reduced From 

 
Reduced To 

Amount of 
Reduction 

2004 2005 2,594,300 2,400,000 194,300 

2005 2006 2,594,300 2,400,000 194,300 

                                                                                                                                                    , and 

Tax Map No. 142.61-1-23  Cottage Hill, LLC 

Assess 
Year 

Tax  
Year 

Reduced From Reduced To 
Amount of Reduction 

1997 1998 63,100           59,220             3,880 

    1998     1999        57,300                     57,300                            -0- 

    1999 2000        57,300           57,300               -0- 

2000 2001 57,300 57,300               -0- 

2001 2002 57,300 50,560   6,740 

2002 2003 57,300 43,860           13,440 

2003 2004 57,300 
 

41,475           15,825 

2004 2005 1,900,000 1,800,000         100,000 

2005 2006 1,900,000 1,900,000              -0- 
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WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as 

recommended by the Special Counsel and Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal 
costs relating to said matters; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation   
of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

     2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, 
LLP, Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to 
entry of appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the 
court orders directing the establishment of assessments for the assessment year stipulated 
above as aforesaid to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 
the terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:        Councilpersons Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito       
 NOES:        None 
            ABSENT:  Councilperson Mendicino 

 

* * * * * * * 

      On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following Resolution 
was adopted:  
 
 WHEREAS, the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program was enacted as the 
centerpiece of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 with the primary objective to 
develop viable urban communities in partnership among the federal, state and local governments, 
business, and nonprofit sector, “by providing decent housing and suitable living environment and 
expanding economic opportunities, principally for persons of low and moderate income”, and 
 
 WHEREAS, CDBG funded activities must fall under three national objectives: eliminating 
slums and blight; addressing urgent needs that pose an immediate threat to the health, safety, and public 
welfare of a community; and addressing the needs of  low-and-moderate income persons with at least 70 
percent of CDBG funding, and 
 
           WHEREAS, under these guidelines, Westchester County uses CDBG funds to eliminate slums 
and blight, conserve and expand housing stock, conserve energy, preserve properties of historic value, 
reduce isolation of income groups within communities, revitalize deteriorating neighborhoods, improve 
the provision of community services, promote economic development, and encourage more rational use 
of land and natural resources, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a 2001 report published by the Brookings Institution notes that suburban 
communities house much of the nation’s  working families and don’t have the funding they need to 
manage older infrastructure and cost of rebuilding and depend heavily on residential taxes to fund basic 
services.  Further, high-cost counties like Westchester have extreme gaps between rich and poor.  
Workers such as teachers, firefighters, hotel workers and other service personnel – the core people each 
community needs – can’t find affordable housing and neither can immigrants who are attracted to 
thriving areas where the jobs are, and 
 
           WHEREAS, CDBG program funds have been used to help provide relief in disasters such as the 
Katrina, Rita and Wilma Hurricanes when Congress appropriated $11.5 billion in CDBG funds for the 
recovery of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Texas.  The $3.483 billion in CDBG funds 
appropriated to help New York City recover from the September 11 tragedy continues to play a critical 
role in the City’s restoration, and 
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 WHEREAS, the success of the CDBG program has been well-documented as a stabilizing force 
in our cities, towns and villages and the need for funding has increased as our municipalities face rising 
federal and state costs and taxes and a shortage in housing stock considered “affordable,” yet, since 2001 
CDBG funding has declined steadily from $4.41 billion nationally to $3.71 billion and is threatened with 
a further reduction of 25 to 33 percent in the FY2007 budget, and 
  

WHEREAS, a national survey on the impact of prior reductions in CDBG funding reports a 
substantial negative effect on homeownership, local economy growth and the strength of the nation’s 
infrastructure.  It is alarming to contemplate the projections:  fewer jobs retained and created; fewer 
households assisted with homebuyer assistance; fewer services for elderly persons, children and youth, 
persons with special needs and low-and-moderate income persons; reductions in housing rehabilitation; 
canceled or delayed public improvements including street and sidewalk improvements, community and 
neighborhood centers and health and recreational facilities;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye join such CDBG Coalition 

members as the United States Conference of Mayors, the National League of Cities, the National 
Association of Counties, and many others, in strongly urging Congress to fund the CDBG program to at 
least the $4.5 billion level in the FY2007 budget, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye strongly urge that funding of CDBG not 

have a negative impact on other HUD programs that critically impact our communities. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
AYES:       Councilpersons Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito   
NOES:       None 

            ABSENT:  Councilperson Mendicino 
 

 

      * * * * * * * 

 

           On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is hereby authorized to enter into a contract for Professional 
Services with the International Association of Assessing Officers, 314 West 10th Street, Kansas City, 
Missouri for the purpose of providing a procedural and statistical performance evaluation of the recent 
Town of Rye reassessment, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed undertaking is not to exceed $18,000.00, 
plus any expenses, and   
      
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of said contract be filed in the office of the Town 
Clerk of the Town of Rye, New York. 
 
 ROLL CALL:  
 AYES:        Councilpersons Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito  
 NOES:       Councilperson Villanova 
            ABSENT:   Councilperson Mendicino 
 

 

      * * * * * * *   
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          On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
permission was granted: 
 
          Supervisor Morabito requested permission from the Board to authorize the Comptroller and the 
Accountant to add an additional line item to the budget which would incur the expense to fund the audit 
by the I.A.A.O.  
 

            ROLL CALL:      
            AYES:       Councilpersons Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito. 
            NOES:       Councilperson Villanova 
            ABSENT:  Councilperson Mendicino 

 

* * * * * * * 

          Westchester County Legislator Martin Rogowsky  attended the meeting to update the Town Board  
on the status of the request to change the taxable status date for towns which had conducted 
revaluations. An open hearing was held and the committee adopted the language which would provide 
the flexibility.  The public hearing was going to be held May 24, 2006 and he anticipated a final vote 
without any opposition.   Mr.  Rogowsky also gave a lengthy discussion regarding the consolidation of 
county sewer districts, explaining legal issues and how each district would be affected. 
 

      * * * * * * * 

          Superintendent of Highways Sapione gave an update on the status of several bridges  which the 
Town of Rye maintained in the Rye Neck area of Mamaroneck. 
 

* * * * * * * 

           Councilperson Villanova gave an update on the taping of the Town Board meetings in 
anticipation that next month’s meeting was going to be televised.  He also gave an outline about the 
current handling and storage of tapes by LMC-TV.  In addition he noted that he had not yet received the 
comprehensive package of monthly checks paid with vouchers that he had requested.  He stated that the 
2004 financial records were not available.  He anticipated receiving the 2005 financials in a timely 
manner, as there was a new accountant and a new system.  
 
      * * * * * * * 

 There being no further business, on motion of  Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 
Councilperson Lagana and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at  9:45PM. 
 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

        Hope B. Vespia 

        Town Clerk  

 

 

        

 

 

             

            



MEETING HELD MAY 16, 2006 
 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, May 16, 2006  
at 8:00 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, 
with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 
 PRESENT:      in addition to  the  Supervisor  were   Councilpersons  Michele   Mendicino,  
   Michael J. Borrelli, William Villanova and  Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia. 
  
            ABSENT: Councilperson Dominick Lagana 
  
            ALSO 

PRESENT: Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent 
Sapione, Town Asssessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, 
Town Comptroller Joseph M.Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and 
Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 

  
            DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 ABSENT:  Representatives of the Court. 
 

  Linda A. Lyons led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read 
     the opening prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 

 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the minutes of the  
meeting held on April 18, 2006 were adopted.  Councilperson Villanova voted no.  He explained that in 
regard to the resolution to enter into contract with Special Services with IAAO and the resolution to add 
an additional line to pay for that audit, he specifically said he was fundamentally for the audit and that it 
was something that should be done, but that he disagreed with the process.   
 

 * * * * * * 
 

  The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of April, 2006: 
   Total submitted to Supervisor………………………………………….$1,107.95 
 
  RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of April, 2006: 
   Deposited to Supervisor……………………………………….…$19,766,558.98 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of  Port Chester………………….........30,565.13 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook………………………….36,537.61 
                              Total……………………………………………………………….$19,833,661.72 
 
  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of April, 2006: 
   Total submitted to Supervisor…………………………………………..$2,810.00 
      

 * * * * * *       
  

  Town Clerk Vespia stated that she had two Resolutions that were not on the agenda. 
  ROLL CALL on objections:  There were none. 
 
  Explaining the up-coming resolution, Assessor Markowitz stated that the certiorari dated back to 

the year 2004.                 
     
            On motion of  Councilperson  Villanova,    seconded  by  Councilperson  Borrelli,    the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, Notice of Petition and Petition to review the assessment for the 2004 assessment 
year for real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye of the County of Westchester, State of New 
York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessor in the Town of Rye (the 
“Respondents”), and 
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 WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
                                SECTION- 
                                             BLOCK-           REDUCED        
                                      LOT                    TO                

142.31-1-12    59,600 

136.78-3-39   650,000 

142.55-1-27    630,700 

154.51-1-36 1,100,000 

154.44-1-4    725,000 

142.31-1-29   325,000 

142.30-2-1    671,500 

142.47-1-31 1,460,800 

154.58-1-7    615,000 

  

            , and 
WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as 

recommended by the Town Attorney and Town Assessor without further attendant legal and appraisal 
costs relating to said matters; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation 
of Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, 
LLP, Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of appropriate 
court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders directing the establishment 
of assessments for the tax years identified above to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said 
proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on 
the terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:         Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 

 NOES:         None  
 ABSENT:    Councilperson Lagana 
 

* * * * * * * 
 
 Assessor Markowitz explained the resolution in which the County of Westchester was asked to 
adopt a floating valuation date. When the revaluation was being done, the date of value was changed to 
June 1. In 2004 the Town asked the County to move the date of value to January to be consistent with 
the State’s measurement for equalization rate purposes.  Following that, the State of New York changed 
the date of measurement for the equalization rate back to July 1.  The Board went back to the County to 
ask them to adopt a local law to enable any town in Westchester County that wished to, to adopt a date 
that was the same as New York State’s date of measurement for equalization rate purposes.   

 
Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of  Rye Electing to Value Real Property Situated within 
the Town as of the Valuation Date Used by the New York State Office of Real Property Services as 
Permitted by Local Law 6/2006 of the Laws of Westchester County. 

 

    * * * * * * *   

                                                                       



                                                                                                                                           May 16, 2006 
                                

      On   motion   of   Councilperson   Villanova ,  seconded   by   Councilperson Borrelli, the    
following Resolution  was adopted: 

WHEREAS, the “valuation date” is the date on which the Assessor must determine the value of 
each property within the Town (the “Valuation Date”), and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Westchester County Administrative Code, Towns in Westchester 
County, including the Town of Rye, have an annual Valuation Date of June 1 or January 1, and  

WHEREAS, on April 24, 2006 the Board of Legislators of the County of Westchester adopted 
Local Law 6/2006 which amended the Laws of Westchester County to permit a Town, upon the 
approval of its legislative body, to elect to value real property within the Town as of the valuation date 
used by the New York State Office of Real Property Tax Services or any successor agency for 
equalization rate purposes, and  

WHEREAS, the Town of Rye desires to change its current Valuation Date from January 1 to the 
same date used by the New York State Office of Real Property Services, and 

WHEREAS, the election by the Town of Rye to establish its Valuation Date  will ensure that 
valuation data used by the Town is more synchronous with data compiled by the State of New York 
Office of Real Property Services for its use in establishing equalization rates; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Town Board of the Town of Rye as follows: 
 
1.   Pursuant  to  Local  Law  6/2006  of  the  Laws  of  Westchester  County,    the  Town  

Board hereby elects to value real property within the Town of Rye as of the  Valuation Date 
used by the New York State Office of Real Property Tax Services or any successor agency 
for equalization rate purposes. 
 

2. The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to notify the Westchester County 
Department of Finance within thirty (30) days of the adoption of this resolution of the 
Town’s election to change its valuation date in accordance with the provisions of Local Law 
6/2006 of the Laws of Westchester County.  
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:        Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
NOES:        None 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana 

 
        * * * * * * *                                                                               
  
 Cesar Ruiz, the Town of Rye’s Voter Registration & Education Coordinator, gave a presentation 
on a program of voter registration and education, explaining how he was going to engage people to vote 
and to understand the process. 
 
  
  Bernard Abel, 29 Old Orchard Road, Rye Brook and Joseph Carvin, 55 Hillandale Road, Rye 
Brook had questions and comments on the presentation.   
 
 
           Councilperson Villanova questioned the preparation of Mr. Ruiz on his presentation, his work in 
the State and County and his credentials as an instructor or as a presenter regarding voter registration.    
 
 
 Supervisor Morabito responded to those comments and questions, explaining his concern on the 
apathy and low voter turnout.  He reminded the Board that that was a working document and Mr. Ruiz 
was to give a brief presentation.  There would be work sessions with the Board before the finalized 
product. 
 
 
 Janusz Richards, 10 Kings Park Drive, Port Chester, New York asked if the packet had been 
mailed to anyone yet.  The reply was negative. 
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 Councilperson Borrelli reiterated the fact that anyone who wanted to get involved in the voting 
process had to be a US citizen. 

* * * * * * * 
      

 Comptroller Granchelli reported that the 2004 audit was approximately finished and the Board 
should have copies very shortly.  There should not be problems with the 2005 or 2006 audit as were in 
2004. 
      * * * * * * * 

 
           Commissioner of Public Safety Gene Branca updated the Town Board on the security and 
activities planned for Rye Town Park for the summer of 2006.  He mentioned that there would be a new 
part-time supervisor on sight for the five months that the park was open and eight part-time rangers 
would alternate their schedules in the park. A meeting was going to be held in May with all concerned to 
discuss the summer season. 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca stated that he was aware the Town Board previously addressed the 
request from seniors for a split payment of county taxes and they continued to express the hardship of 
payment due in one installment.  Mr. Mecca asked the Board to revisit that request.  Supervisor 
Morabito responded that it was the decision of the County of Westchester, where a bill was pending to 
allow a dual payment of county taxes.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Superintendent of Highways Sapione asked if Town Attorney Mann had anything on the appeal 
case with Barry Avenue.  The reply was negative. 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Goldie Solomon, 6 Puritan Drive, Port Chester, New York mentioned that the Brown cemetery, 
which had been groomed, was now totally neglected. She also noted that the eagle and the sword for the 
General’s hand of the Civil War Memorial had not yet been replaced.    
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Richard Abel, 19 Quintard Drive, Port Chester, New York had questions concerning the 
Chamber of Commerce using office space at the Crawford Park Mansion. Councilperson Borrelli 
questioned why Mr. Abel, who sat on the Board of Directors of the Chamber of Commerce, didn’t 
address that issue with them. 
      * * * * * * *  
  
 Janusz Richards questioned why the two separate resolutions presented at the meeting were not 
listed on the agenda.  Supervisor Morabito explained that those Resolutions were added by Assessor  
Markowitz the day of the meeting.     
 
      * * * * * * * 
 A discussion ensued between Joseph Carvin and Supervisor Morabito regarding procedures for 
running a government.  Mr. Carvin then stated that he understood that 2005 financials were not 
available, in violation of state law, and asked when he could expect them.  Mr. Morabito reported that 
the State had been notified of the delay; however they were still trying to get caught up from the work of 
the past accountant. 
     
 Councilperson Villanova said the Board had not seen a draft or a final product of the Rye Town 
Newsletter.  Supervisor Morabito stated that the Board would have it next week.  Mr. Villanova stated 
that the 2005 financial statements were in violation and he hoped that it wouldn’t go past next month. 
Mr. Morabito invited Mr. Villanova to spend some time with the accountant and the assistant who 
audited the Town records. Referring to the presentation of Mr. Ruiz, Mr. Villanova had several 
questions and would like to meet with him.  He offered to help Mr. Ruiz polish his presentation.   
 
 
      * * * * * * * 
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 Councilperson Mendicino had been looking into the random drug testing program for employees.  
She handed out two proposals of companies that had responded.  They would develop a policy for the 
Town.   
      * * * * * * * 
 Councilperson Borrelli stated that he had met with Friends of Crawford Park and he would like 
to invite them to a future Board meeting to explain what they actually did for the town and the Board 
itself, enhancing the park.  Mr. Morabito noted that a resident, Michael Buccieri, had submitted a plan to 
Rye Town Park for approval, had donated 10,000 flowering bulbs and had paid to have them planted.  
Mr. Buccieri did something similar for Crawford Park and offered to do the same every year. 
  
 Councilperson Borrelli commented that letters had been sent to officials about the importance of 
voter registration.  He requested that Town Clerk Vespia and legislators contact representatives on the 
federal level to inquire what was being done. He felt that people voting in elections must be verified. He 
also mentioned that there were some states where verification was mandatory, but not in New York.   
 
 Supervisor Morabito thanked Mr. Ruiz for his presentation.  He mentioned that the goal was to 
get people out to vote, to educate them and to increase the percentage of voters.  
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca gave a presentation on the original map and assessment roll of the 
Town of Rye. 
 
 “We all know from history that the Revolutionary War broke the control of England over the 
colonies.  The British occupation ended on November 23, 1783 and at the Town meeting held on April 
6, 1784, the State of New York was first mentioned as the officers chosen were agreeable to the law of 
the legislature of this State of New York for the ensuing year.” 
 
 In 1788, the Incorporation of all towns in New York was enacted by state legislation and the 
Town of Rye was established on March 7, 1788.  Even though the New York State Map showing 
counties is dated as of that date, it must be assumed that it took the State nine years to prepare the 
individual town maps.  The Town of Rye map was dated October, 1797, which outlined the boundaries 
of the Town of Rye showing some of what were now historical sites, such as the John Jay property, the 
House of the Ferry, Stage House, Solomon’s Headquarters, Brown’s Mill, Captain Kennedy House and 
Mill, Deall’s Mill Heritage & Pond, Col. Thomas Saw Mill, Abraham Guion Mill, Kirby Mill and Harris 
Farm, among other landmarks.      

 
  The Town had in its Historical Repository that original map and the original assessment roll 

from 1799.  With a combination of grand funds received from the State Archives Retention 
Administration and Town of Rye funds, a conservation and preservation process was undertaken and the 
map and the assessment roll had been placed in special acid-free housing to be preserved for future 
generations.  
       
 It is with great pleasure that we present to the members of the Town Board of the Town of  Rye 
and members of the audience the exact map and assessment roll which will be placed on display in the 
Town Clerk’s office to be reviewed by the public for generations to come.  

 
 Remember, the documents you now will see are the actual documents and are 210 and 208 years 
old.  We can hope that 200 years from now they be treated with the same respect we afford them.” 

 
     * * * * * * * 

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 
Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 P. M. 
 
                 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                         Hope B. Vespia 
                                                                                                                         Town Clerk 



            
 
 



MEETING HELD JUNE 5, 2006 

 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Monday evening, June 5, 2006 at 

7:15 P.M. in the office of the Supervisor, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with Councilperson 

Michele Mendicino presiding. 

 

            PRESENT:     in addition to Councilperson Mendicino were Councilpersons Michael J. Borrelli and                                                                                                   

                                   William Villanova    

 

 ABSENT:   Supervisor Robert A. Morabito, Councilperson Dominick Lagana and Town Clerk

   Hope B. Vespia. 

 

       * * * * * * *      

   

 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously 

adopted, the cancelled meeting of June 20, 2006 was rescheduled for Wednesday, June 21, 2006 in the 

Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York starting at 8:00 P.M. 

 

       * * * * * * *       

 

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson 

Villanova and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 7:28 P.M.  

 

          Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

                               John P. Walter 

                      Part-Time Deputy Town Clerk 



 

MEETING HELD JUNE 21, 2006 
 
 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Wednesday evening, June 21, 
2006 at 8:00 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New 
York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 

PRESENT: in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino,                                                                  
          Dominick   Lagana,    Michael  J.  Borrelli,   William  Villanova  and   Town   Clerk                

                    Hope B. Vespia   
ALSO             
PRESENT:  Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. 

 Sapione, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann,            
 Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and   
 Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 

                                                                                                        
 DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 ABSENT:      Representatives of the Court 
                           * * * * * * *                             

Bernard Abel led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the  
Opening  Prayer.   The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings.            

             * * * * * * *    

   The Supervisor called for a moment of silence in memory of the former Assessor, William J. 
Wendlandt who passed away June 8, 2006 and for Anthony Zimbalatti who  passed away recently.   
                                                           * * * * * * * 

          On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously 
adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on May 16, 2006 were approved  as presented.   On motion of 
Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously adopted, the minutes of 
the meeting held on June 5, 2006 were approved as presented.      
              * * * * * * * 

         The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of May, 2006: 
    Total Fees submitted to Supervisor………………………..$1,998.60   
                
  RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of May, 2006: 
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye………………$11,008,693.87 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester………….$39,345.46 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook…………. …$7,861.12 
    Total Fees submitted to Supervisor…………..$11,055,900.45 
 
                        CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of May, 2006………………$14,175.00 
 
                             * * * * * * * 
           On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village of Port Chester desires to renew its agreement with the Town of Rye 
for the lease of the Village Offices on the 2nd floor of  10 Pearl Street, with a term of January 1, 2005 to 
May 31, 2006; annual rent to be $41,963.50 for Village FY 2004-2005 and $43,013.00 for FY 2005-
2006, and on a month–to-month basis commencing June 1,2006, with a monthly rent of $3,764.00; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Attorney be and he hereby is 
authorized to execute an informal letter/agreement with the Village of Port Chester attorney agreeing to 
the above provisions. 
  
              ROLL CALL: 
  AYES: Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
  NOES: None                                                                                 
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On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation  of  the real 
estate of  220 Westchester Corp, 220 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, New York, affecting the parcel 
of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 142.22, Block 1, Lot 6, County 
of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and 
Assessor in the Town of Rye, and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
 
 Assessment     Original                      Corrected 
      Year                       Assessment  Assessment       Reduction       
      2002         $27,000    $23,450       $    3,550 
      2003      $25,500    $23,100       $    2,400 
      2004           $1,233,600          $1,025,000                  $208,600 
      2005           $1,200,000                $1,050,000                          $150,000 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 
Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 
Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
directing the establishment of assessments for the tax years 2002 through 2005 as aforesaid 
to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds 
on the terms set forth herein. 

4.     This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:  None    

      
On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation of the real 
estate of  Bank of New York, 535 East Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, New York, affecting the parcel 
of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Section 154.51, Block 1, Lot 35, County 
of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and 
Assessor in the Town of Rye, and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
            Assessment     Original                      Corrected 
      Year                       Assessment  Assessment       Reduction      
      2000            $  35,000            $  27,490        $  7,510 
      2001            $  35,000            $  25,540        $  9,460 
      2002            $  35,000            $  21,950        $13,050 
      2003            $  25,000            $  21,225        $  3,775 
      2004            $668,300            $668,300             -0- 
      2005            $668,300            $668,300             -0-                 , and 
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 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 
Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 
Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
directing the establishment of assessments for the tax years 2002 through 2005 as aforesaid 
to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds 
on the terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES: Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:   None 

      
                                                                          * * * * * *  
 
            Supervisor Morabito turned the meeting over to Assessor Markowitz who gave  a report on the 
change of assessment notices that were mailed on June 01, 2006.  Mr. Markowitz explained that the 
current softness in the real estate market would not be reflected in anybody’s assessment until the year 
2007. The tentative assessment roll which came out earlier that month had an effective date of June 1, 
2006 which was based on property values as of July 1, 2005. That date synchronized the Town valuation 
date with the date that the State of New York utilized for equalization rate measurements. The Town 
was trying to maintain the assessment roll at one hundred percent of value to avoid equalization rate 
decisions that didn’t act favorably for Town residents.  In the past 2 years the Town felt it was so 
important to alter the state evaluation that Westchester County was asked twice to provide the Town 
with an enabling legislation to do precisely that.  Both times the county passed legislation applying to 
towns in Westchester County, and the Town of Rye opted to enact that option available to all towns in 
Westchester County to insure fairness in the distribution of taxes and to insure that the Town had a date 
that was different from the date of measurement of the State of New York.  It potentially avoided a 
situation where the State of New York measured Town’s assessments accurately and the Town would 
provide an assessment that was also accurate, but because of the different dates of value that existed 
prior to the current year, both the state and the Town could be correct but yet there could be an 
equalization rate.  That was important to the Town. The assessor mentioned statistics:  the Town 
contained approximately 10,959 parcels.  Approximately 10,000 parcels or 90% of all parcels town-wide 
received change of assessment notices in 2006. By way of contrast, in 2005, approximately 6500 parcels 
received change of assessment notices and in 2004 virtually the entire town received change of 
assessment notices.  He further explained that increases in an assessment to reflect market value changes 
did not automatically result in the property taxes going up.  He went on to analyze the town Homestead 
Tax rate for 2006.  For 2006 town-wide, the Homestead Tax rate was 13 cents per thousand dollars of 
assessment.  If one were to take the 2006 taxable assess roll and apply to that the 2006 town tax 
assuming that the budgets remained the same and all of the variables remained the same, the town 
Homestead Tax rate would decline to 12 cents per thousand dollars of assessment, resulting in a 
reduction of approximately 7.2%.                        
              * * * * * * *  
      
     Town Comptroller Granchelli reported that Bennett and Kielsen would be delivering the completed 
2004 financial report to the Town, on Friday, June 23, 2006. The 2005 figures would be submitted to the 
State of New York in August and the 2006 figures were being worked on already.       
 
              * * * * * * *  
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      Supervisor Morabito asked Town Clerk Vespia to read a statement from the Commissioner of Public 
Safety concerning the Town parks.  The report stated that the Town parks were running smoothly and 
that Rye Town Park security was under the watchful eye of Captain Joseph Ferretti.  On June 16, 2006, a 
five year old male stopped breathing from an apparent heat stroke.  Captain Ferretti was first on seen to 
provide medical attention and long-time life guard and EMT Steve Manning took over providing 
medical attention performing CPR and saved the life of that young boy.            
 
              * * * * * * * 
 
        Supervisor Morabito asked Receiver of Taxes Mecca to prepare a report for the next meeting to 
include the different tax levies for the year 2006 and the amounts collected and the percentage of what 
remains unpaid to the present date.  He also requested the total of outstanding taxes from prior years for 
In-Rem proceedings.     
 
                  * * * * * * *  
 
        Superintendent of Highways Sapione reported meeting with Mr. Neuringer, the architect for the 
Otter Creek Bridge. They had discussed the condition of the wing walls which were not included with 
the bridge replacement and anticipated a report from the Village Engineer to determine any need for 
repairs.  
 
                * * * * * * *   
 
         Supervisor Morabito recognized Mamaroneck Trustee Joseph Angeletta in the audience. They 
discussed the Jefferson Avenue Bridge paving specifications and explained how the cost would be 
shared between the Village of Mamaroneck and the Town of Rye.     
 
                * * * * * * *    
 
         Dr. Janusz Richards, 10 Kings Park Drive, Port Chester, New York who was serving as 
Republican Chairman for the Village of Port Chester, commented on last month’s meeting presentation 
from the voting registration and election coordinator.  He expressed that the Republican Party was very 
critical of the expenditures of that position. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 County Legislator Martin Rogowsky was pleased to report that he was able to secure a grant 
from the County of Westchester for $25,000 to help fund the ball fields at Crawford Park.  He also 
mentioned that he once again brought up the project implementing a two-installment payment for 
Receivers of Taxes from other municipalities.  He did find legislation in Albany which would allow a 
local option for seniors who qualified for the “STAR” enhanced program to be granted five extra days to 
pay their County tax without penalty.  That would enable them to receive another Social Security check 
towards tax payments. 
  
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Mr. Rogowsky also explained that the FAA came out with a draft to look into the whole 
metropolitan area and propose new flight patterns.  The County Legislators did not receive enough 
information regarding the negative impact on parts of Westchester County and requested a supplemental 
draft.    
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Regarding the county sewer consolidation proposal, Mr. Rogowsky mentioned that the vote 
hadn’t passed.  He remained hopeful that once some of the concerns of the committee were addressed, 
the vote would be favorable.  Councilperson Villanova questioned the effect that would have on the 
Village of Rye Brook and the Village of Mamaroneck.  Mr. Rogowsky gave approximate examples.   
 
       * * * * * * * 
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 Richard Abel, 19 Quintard Drive, Port Chester, New York stated that because there were two 
school districts in the Village of Rye Brook, there should be two separate tax breakdowns on the chart. 
   
      * * * * * * * 
  Irving Shaw, Mamaroneck, New York, commented that he felt the equalization rate was wrong 
in different particular areas and that it was overburdening taxpayers.  Supervisor Morabito asked 
Assessor Markowitz to explain how New York State sets the equalization rate.   
 
       
      * * * * * * * 
                                           
 Joseph Carvin, 55 Hillandale Road, Rye Brook, New York spoke against the no-bid process used 
to hire the tax revaluation company as well as against the company used to audit the revaluation.  He 
questioned the validity of the revaluation and stated that taxes were increased as a result of it. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
  
 Bernard Abel mentioned that he had read in the newspaper the previous day that a decision from 
New York State said it was unlawful to ask a person to state their name and address at a public meeting.  
He also criticized the unfair treatment of veterans as a result of the elimination of a percentage of their 
exemption.  
 
      * * * * * * *  
 
 Gerry O’Donnell referred to the tax breakdown charts and percentages rather than dollar 
amounts displayed.  Supervisor Morabito asked Assessor Markowitz to explain the percentages and 
allocations. 
 
       * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Villanova questioned when the Town of Rye newsletter would be available.  He 
expressed his increased displeasure with last month’s presentation of the Voter Education Coordinator.  
He stated that he saw questionable practices being conducted in Town offices and suggested politics not 
be done in the building.  When he questioned the availability of the packet to review previous vouchers 
and bills, he was told that the packet would be available to be picked up later that evening. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Mendicino requested that the Town Park foreman give a list of Town-owned 
vehicles and those to be replaced as well as budgeting.  She was informed that a program of depreciation 
already existed.             
 
      * * * * * * * 
       
 
 Councilperson Borrelli asked if the Town was responsible for the care of the Brown cemetery.  
Supervisor Morabito reported that Town Attorney Mann had stated that the Town had no ability to get 
there since it was a private cemetery.  Mr. Borrelli also requested that the Department of Public Safety 
look into hurricane preparedness.  He commented on the voter registration program and the need of a 
person to coordinate the program.       
 
               * * * * * * * 
 
 Supervisor Morabito responded to issues raised during the meeting.  In response to 
Councilperson Villanova’s comments, Mr. Morabito further stated that everyone who came into his 
office was helped in many regards.      
 
  
               * * * * * * * 
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 Referring to Mr. Carvin’s issue regarding revaluation, Supervisor Morabito reported that a state 
representative gave a breakdown of what was currently commercial versus homestead.  He further 
mentioned that the Town was cleaning up situations that were left prior to revaluation.  He felt that 
revaluation made everyone’s property tax fair. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Supervisor Morabito thanked County Legislator Rogowsky for the check for $25,000 towards 
the ball fields in Crawford Park.  He also thanked John Walter for securing a $50,000 grant from 
Assemblyman George Latimer to finish the perimeter of the walkway in Crawford Park. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by 
Councilperson Villanova and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 P.M. 
 
 
                                    Respectfully submitted,     
                    
 
                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                             Hope B. Vespia 
                                                                                                             Town Clerk 
                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
                                  



                                                                                                                                                                                                               

MEETING HELD JULY 18, 2006  
 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, July 18, 2006 
at 8:00 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Village  of Mamaroneck Office Building,  123 Mount Pleasant 
Avenue, Mamaroneck, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 

PRESENT: in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino,                                                                  
          Dominick   Lagana,    Michael  J.  Borrelli,   William  Villanova  and   Town   Clerk                

                      Hope B. Vespia.   
ALSO             
PRESENT:    Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. 

Sapione, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, 
Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and 
Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 

ALSO  
PRESENT:     A court stenographer who prepared a verbatim transcript of the meeting – copy                      
                       attached.            

 
 DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 ABSENT:      Representatives of the Court 
 

                         * * * * * * *                             

Frank Mioli led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the  
Opening  Prayer.    

             * * * * * * *    
           

          On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the minutes of the 
meeting held on June 21, 2006 were adopted with the exception of Councilperson Villanova who voted 
no.     
              * * * * * * * 
 

           The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of June, 2006: 
    Total Fees submitted to Supervisor…………………………..$1,637.16  
                 
  RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of June, 2006: 
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye…………………..$3,827,612.40 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester…………$9,269,293.89 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook…………...$7,219,572.21 
    Total Fees submitted to Supervisor……………..$20,316,478.50 
 
                        CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of June, 2006…………….….$    5,580.00 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
           On motion of Councilperson  Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following Resolution 
was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye intends to continue its policy of diligent 
enforcement of outstanding property tax liens, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye believes it to be in the best interests of the Town 
of  Rye to designate outside counsel to represent the Town in In-Rem Foreclosure actions; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Anthony A. Carbone, with offices located at 320 
Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, New York, be and he hereby is designated as Special Counsel to the 
Town of Rye for the purpose of representing the Town of Rye in In-Rem Tax Foreclosure proceedings for a 
two year term commencing August 1, 2006 and ending December 31, 2007, and  
 



 
            July 18, 2006 
     
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town shall be responsible for paying said counsel the 
sum of $350 per parcel against which enforcement proceedings shall be commenced, payable 1/2 at the 
time of the commencement of the action with the filing of list of delinquent taxpayers, and the balance at 
the conclusion of the matter, and                        
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye shall be responsible for any costs and 
disbursement arising from this matter, including, but not limited to the cost of any title searches, legal 
advertising, postage, photocopying, Court filing fees, and shall reimburse same at the time they arise. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:     None 
 
       * * * * * * * 
 
            A presentation was made by Carol Vanderslice, the local regional representative for the General 
Code Company based in Rochester, New York, which provided document management solutions for 
local governments.   
 
 A presentation was made by  Chris Cohan, a landscape artist, who updated the Board on the 
various projects being done in Rye Town parks. 
 
 A presentation was made by Frank DeLeo, park foreman, about the improvements to the 
Crawford Park mansion. 
 

* * * * * * * 
  

 Addendum to the Town of Rye Town Board Meeting held on July 18, 2006 attached. 
 
 
       * * * * * * *      
  
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 
Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 10:50 PM. 
 
 
          Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
          Hope B. Vespia 
          Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
  



        

 

 

 

            MEETING HELD AUGUST 10, 2006 

 

 A  meeting  of  the Town Board of the Town of  Rye  was held on  Thursday  evening,  August  10,  2006 at  

6:30 P.M. in the Courtroom, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito 

presiding. 

 

 PRESENT:      in  addition  to  the  Supervisor  were   Councilpersons  Michael  J.  Borrelli  and  William  

   Villanova. 

 

 ABSENT: Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, Dominick Lagana and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia. 

 

 ALSO  

 PRESENT:      Raymond L. Sculky, Director of Purchasing.  

 

                * * * * * * *       

  

On motion of Supervisor Morabito, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously adopted, the 

cancelled meeting of August 15, 2006 was rescheduled for Tuesday, August 22, 2006 in the Courtroom of the 

Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York starting at 8:00 P.M. 

 

               * * * * * * *     

 

 There  being  no  further  business,  on  motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson 

Villanova and unanimously adopted, the  meeting  was adjourned  at  6:36 P. M. 

 

 

 

          Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

          Raymond L. Sculky, 

          Confidential Secretary 



                                                    MEETING HELD AUGUST 22, 2006 
 
        A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, August 22, 
2006  at 8:00 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New 
York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
  
            PRESENT:      in  addition  to the  Supervisor  were   Councilpersons   Michele   Mendicino,                    
   Michael J. Borrelli, Dominick  Lagana, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope           
            B. Vespia  
            ALSO                                    

PRESENT: Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. 
   Sapione, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph  M. 
   Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and Director of Purchasing  
   Raymond L. Sculky. 
                         
  DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 ABSENT:        Assessor Mitchell Markowitz and Representatives of the Court. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
            John Walter led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the 
Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 
            * * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously 
adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on July 18, 2006 were approved as presented. 
      * * * * * * *               

            The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of July, 2006: 
  Total submitted to Supervisor…………………………………………$1,291.39    
 
                        RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of July, 2006: 
                        Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye………………….…………......$166,230.76       
                        Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester…………...…….…. $1,091,983.04 
                        Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook…………………………$555,866.10                                                  
  Total…………………………………………………………….….....$1,814,079.90  
          
  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of July, 2006: 
  Total submitted to Supervisor……………………………..……………...$8,350.00   

               * * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye recognizes the activities of the various Veterans’ Organizations 
recognized by the State of New York and makes grants to the various Veterans’ Organizations for the 
purposes of participating in activities, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Catholic War Veterans, the Jewish War 
Veterans and the Disabled American Veterans have organized and created the Rye Town Veterans 
Association, composed of the above named authorized and recognized Veterans’ Organizations;                                          
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in compliance with State Law, the Town of 
Rye does hereby recognize the Rye Town Veterans Association and is hereby recognized and 
acknowledged by the Town for purposes of participating in Veterans’ activities and for the purpose of 
receiving grants as authorized by law, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be filed with the Town Clerk 
and with the New York State Commissioner of Veterans’ Affairs, Commissioner Ron Tocci. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:   None 



           August 22, 2006 
      
 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  
 RESOLVED, that John Branca, residing at 17 Austin Place, Port  Chester, New York, be and he 
hereby is appointed a member of the Town of Rye Board of Assessment Review for a five (5) year term, 
effective October 1, 2006 and expiring September 30, 2011, subject to approval of the State Board of 
Equalization and Assessment and the satisfactory completion of any training requirements, at an annual 
compensation of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00), and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall cause the said John Branca to take and 
file the necessary Oath of Office forthwith. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:        Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:        None 
ABSTAIN:  Councilperson Villanova 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Supervisor Morabito brought before the Town Board the resolution for “Payment In Lieu of 
Taxes” agreements for Reckson Operation Partnership, L.P and 800 Westchester Avenue. He requested 
that those resolutions be tabled and a special meeting be called for Monday evening, August 28, 2006 at 
6:30 P.M. to review the settlements and get an update from the Assessor and the attorneys in regard to 
the two resolutions. 
      * * * * * * * 
       
   On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously 
adopted,  a special meeting to be held on Monday, August 28, 2006 at 6:30 P.M. to discuss “P.I.L.O.T.” 
settlements was approved. 
. 
      * * * * * * * 
 
           Supervisor Morabito presented a letter from the Mamaroneck Village Manager Leonard M. 
Verrastro, at the request of Trustee Joseph Angeletta in reference to the Michaelin Institute Study. The 
proposal was to study the fiscal implications for the creation of a Co-terminous Town-Village or 
annexation of the Rye Neck section of the Village by the Town of Mamaroneck. The Village of 
Mamaroneck requested the Town of Rye to contribute one-third of the total cost of the study which 
amounted to $8,333.33.  The Town Board agreed that they would not be able to contribute financially, 
but would be of assistance with other information when needed. 
 
      * * * * * * * 

         
           In response to a request at the June 21, 2006 meeting, Town Attorney Mann presented a letter to 
the Town Clerk Vespia and asked that it be read and entered into the record providing an opinion 
regarding the Brown Cemetery and the Town of Rye’s jurisdiction over it.         

 
June 22, 2006 
 
Supervisor and Members of the Town Board 
 
Re:  Brown’s Cemetery 
 
 
At last night’s meeting, I have been requested to provide an opinion regarding the grass situation 

at Brown’s Cemetery.  It is a private cemetery, with the last person having been interred there in the late 
1890’s.  Since it is a private cemetery, it has not been abandoned; the Town of Rye has no jurisdiction or 
interest in this cemetery, since it is not abandoned, having readily visible headstones throughout, and 
since it is a private cemetery, the Town has no jurisdiction over it.   
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291 Town Law provides, in part: 
……The board of any town must also provide for the removal of grass and weeds from all 

cemeteries,…other than private burial grounds, which are abandoned or not controlled by any existing 
board or body and for the care of which there exits no special funds or endowment and such duties shall 
be performed under the supervision of the town board, or a person whom the board may designate; 
provided, however, that such duties shall not be exercised in respect to any private ground or particular 
lot or lots therein after the true owner or owners thereof file written objections thereto with the town 
clerk. 

 
In 6 Op. State Compt. 248, the State Comptroller ruled:  “This section (291) relates to public 

rather than private burial grounds and, therefore, it does not apply to old family burial plots.” 
15 Op. State Compt. 205:  “A town may not assume control of a private burial plot no longer 

used or owned by the private family.” 
15 Op. State Compt. 477: “ A town is obliged to provide care and maintenance for a cemetery 

which has been neglected over a long period of time, if such cemetery is public in nature but may not 

properly do so if it is private in nature.”  

Part of the cemetery was sold by the Village to the owner of 50 Indian Road, Port Chester, for 
failure of Brown or heirs to pay taxes, and the other part is owned by Reverend Washington at 66 Indian 
Road.  Since it is still a private burial ground, the town cannot enter upon, or assume any control of said 
property. 

     S/S Monroe Y. Mann, Town Attorney 
  
 Councilperson Borrelli expressed his desire to meet with Reverend Gerald Washington and 
attorneys Aldo Vitagliano and Jeffrey Rednick to negotiate a possible solution to continue the 
maintenance of that property.    
       * * * * * * * 
 Goldie Solomon, 6 Puritan Drive, Port Chester, New York commented on property values, high 
taxes, group homes, tax revaluation and questioned the credentials of members appointed to the Board 
of Assessment Review.   
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Janusz Richards, Kings Park Drive, Port Chester, New York stated that he reviewed “2003” 
vouchers over the summer and questioned the purpose of a three-part voucher. 
 
                                      * * * * * * * 
 
 Joseph Carvin, 55 Hillandale Road, Rye Brook, New York shared his concern with the Town 
Board referring to the no bid contract hiring Bruce Sauter to conduct the revaluation audit.  Mr. Carvin 
mentioned when Mr. Sauter was asked if he had any prior affiliations with MJW Consulting firm who 
conducted the Town’s revaluation, his answer was no.  Mr. Carvin stated to the Town Board that Mr. 
Sauter had previously reviewed work by the firm and requested some comments or answers to his 
statements and questions. 
  
      * * * * * * * 
 
     Richard Abel, Quintard Drive, Port Chester, New York spoke in reference to the meeting held 
July 18, 2006 in the Town of Mamaroneck.  He mentioned receiving a letter from the office of Robert 
Freeman referring to the Open Meetings Laws.  Mr. Abel stated that the Town Law 62(2) requires Town 
meetings be held within the jurisdiction of that Town.      
 
               * * * * * * * 
 
 Bernard Abel distributed a flier and read from it the First Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. There were forty-five words and five freedoms and he was sorry to say that in his opinion, 
all but Mr. Villanova had not lived up to the Constitution.  Mr. Abel commented on the Town 
government giving out no bid contracts and running a secret government.  He thanked the Board for the 
installation of the cameras.   
      * * * * * * * 
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 Councilperson Villanova responded to Mrs. Solomon’s comment with regard to the Board of 
Assessment Review.  He stated she could challenge anyone who was on that Board with regard to their 
credentials and that members must satisfactorily complete the training requirements to sit on the Board. 
Also, she could FOIL their records to see that the members completed the requirements.  Supervisor 
Morabito explained that every member had to take a certification course and they were brought up to 
date as to any changes by Town Assessor Markowitz.  Councilperson Lagana added that if anyone was 
in disagreement with the Board of Assessment Review, that person could file a small claim. 
 
         
 Councilperson Villanova responded to Mr. Carvin’s comments regarding the IAAO, Bruce 
Sauter and Lisa Daniels, Executive Director of the IAAO.  A discussion ensued and several points were 
mentioned.  Mr. Carvin commented that if allegations against Mr. Sauter were found to be true, the 
Town Board should reconsider the contract.  Supervisor Morabito requested the following letter from 
Lisa Daniels be entered into the record: 
  
August 17, 2006 
 
Dear Mr. Morabito: 
 
“It is my understanding through a number of phone calls and contacts that there may be some question 
regarding our contact with the Town of Rye for Technical Assistance.  I apologize that I have been out 
of the office enduring an unusually aggressive travel schedule and have been on occasion unable to 
respond in a timely manner.  I leave again in the morning for nearly a week, so please forgive me that 
this letter is sent electronically. 
 
In consulting our file regarding our project with the Town of Rye, New York, I found a copy of our first 
correspondence with your office on April 2, 2006, in which we offered our services for a Technical 
Assistance project with Rye: (paragraph 3) 
 
“The IAAO project principal will be Mr. Bruce Sauter, AAS, a real property valuation, technology and 
assessment administration expert consultant from Brewster, Massachusetts.  Other professionals in the 
property assessment and tax administration fields may be used as needed to assist Mr. Sauter in 
completing the project.” 
  
As you can see in the portion quoted above, in the letter attached to our original contract we suggested 
the use of one of our very reputable consultants, Mr. Bruce Sauter, AAS, IAO.  This was the contract 
signed by the Town of Rye, with the option of using other consultants if it was warranted during the 
project.  After the contract was signed, Mr. Sauter was assigned by IAAO to this project, and set about 
completing the scope of work as assigned.  Mr. Sauter has done extensive work in the State of New 
York (and throughout New England) and is known by reputation for doing a very thorough job.  We felt 
he was the logical choice to perform this work for the Town of Rye.  By way of reminder I will attach 
his list of qualifications, as provided with the original contract. 
 
I hope this clarifies our assessment of Mr. Sauter to complete this contract with the Town of Rye.  We 
wish you all the best. 
 
Lisa Daniels, CAE, MPA 
Executive Director 
International Association of Assessing Officers 
 
 Supervisor Morabito noted that further research would be done and if needed, Mr. Sculky would 
contact Lisa Daniels. 

* * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Lagana interjected that if the Town Board had a problem with Mr. Sauter, Lisa 
Daniels would be asked to find a replacement.  He mentioned that the IAAO were subject matter experts 
and that audit was conducted by a Blue Ribbon Panel.    
 

* * * * * * * 
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     Councilperson Villanova mentioned that he did have the opportunity, through Mr. Byrnes, to 
review vouchers from January 1, 2006 through June 31, 2006.  Mr. Villanova questioned some vouchers 
and purchase orders.  Supervisor Morabito suggested Councilperson Villanova meet with Mr. Byrnes 
and Mr. Granchelli to discuss those matters.   
 
    With regards to the overall purchase order system, Councilperson Villanova suggested the Board 
revisit the way purchase orders were handled.   
 
      * * * * * * *       
 Councilperson Villanova asked for the 2005 audited financials and was told they were not ready. 
He also questioned whether the final draft of the Minority Election Coordinator had been completed. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Councilperson Mendicino reported on the Drug Free Workplace Policy.  She requested that the 
Board members read and review the draft.  Comments should be referred back to her with any changes 
or additions so a final policy could be put in place. 
    
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Borrelli, as a liaison for Crawford Park, reported the following. He thanked the 
Friends of Crawford Park and the employees for maintaining the park so well especially after the last 
storm. He mentioned bids were forthcoming to remove the building at the entrance of Crawford Park on 
Ridge Street. Assemblyman George Latimer had obtained a $50,000 grant to continue the walking trail 
at the park.   Friends of Crawford Park were having a Run/Walk on October 15, 2006 to raise money for 
the  park. A recent meeting had been held with the Rye Brook Soccer Club to discuss concerns and ways 
to help the group which served over 300 children at their games.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Borrelli spoke about committees that were set up, and meetings that were held 
with the Villages, Senior Centers and the Schools prior to the revaluation process.     
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Supervisor Morabito spoke on the success of revaluation.  Certioraris had been virtually 
eliminated; there was a zero increase in the town tax; the lowest school tax increase in decades and there 
had been a reduction in the county tax (one of only two communities in Westchester County).  The 
Village of Port Chester with accurate numbers got the rate down to 6%.  Revaluation was about fairness 
in taxes, assuring each person would pay their fair share.   For the last three years, the State had certified 
the numbers at one hundred percent and other municipalities were looking into revaluation.   
 
 Supervisor Morabito added that the Town Board was told that, according to Assessor Markowitz, 
there was going to be a down turn in assessments for 2005 and 2006, reminding them that the numbers 
always lagged one year.  That was the law that the State required for the assessment process.  The  
assessment notices received reflected the numbers of July 1, 2005.  The decreased values would reflect 
the assessments for July 1, 2006.   
 
 In closing, Supervisor Morabito expressed his wish that the Board continue to move forward in a 
positive and creative manner, that the Department Heads continue to supply valuable input and that all 
Board members work together in a cooperative spirit.        
   
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 
Councilperson Lagana and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 P.M.    
  
                  
                                                                                          Respectfully submitted,                                                                                       
 
        
                                                                                             Hope B. Vespia  
                                                                                              Town Clerk 



                         
 
 
 
 



MEETING HELD AUGUST 28, 2006 
 
 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held  Monday,  August 28, 2006 at 6:30 P.M. 
in the Court Room of the Town of Rye, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York with Supervisor Robert A. 
Morabito presiding. 
  

PRESENT:  in addition to the Supervisor were   Councilpersons   Michele Mendicino,                                    
            Dominick  Lagana,  Michael  J.  Borrelli, William Villanova and  Town Clerk  Hope  
                       B.  Vespia. 

  
ALSO 

 PRESENT: Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town 
   Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and 
   Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 
  
            DEPARTMENT  HEADS 

ABSENT: Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. 
Sapione and Representatives of the  Court. 

 
* * * * * * *     
 

 Daniel Tartaglia led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the 
opening prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 
 
       * * * * * * *  
 Resolution of the Town Council of the Town of Rye Authorizing Execution of a Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes Agreement between Reckson Operating Partnership, L.P. and the County of Westchester Industrial 
Development Agency  (the “WIDA”) for which the Town of Rye will Receive a Payment. 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following Resolution 
was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, Reckson Operating Partnershop, L.P., a limited partnership duly organized and 
existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Delaware (collectively, and including their  
successors and assigns, the “Company”), having an office at c/o Reckson Associates Realty Corp., 660 
White Plains Road, Tarrytown, New York  10591;   and the County of Westchester Industrial Development 
Agency, a public benefit corporation existing under the laws of New York State (the “Agency”) intend to 
enter into a Payment-In-Lieu-Of-Tax agreement (the “PILOT Agreement”), and 
  

WHEREAS, the Agency was created by Chapter 788 of the Laws of 1976 of the State of New York, 
as amended by Chapter 564 of the Laws of 1983 of Title 1 of Article 18-A of the General Municipal Law of 
the State of New York (collectively, the “Enabling Act”), and 
  

WHEREAS, the project which is subject of this PILOT Agreement (“the Project”) consists of the 
Agency taking leasehold title, possession and control of the Land and improvements thereon, the sublease 
thereof back to the Company; and the construction, improving, maintenance and equipping thereon of a 
280,000 square foot, multi-tenant, class A   office building (the “Building”  and the Land and the Building, 
collectively, the “Facility Real Property”; and the Facility Real Property and the Facility Equipment, as 
hereinafter defined being hereinafter referred to collectively as the “Project Facility”)  which Project Facility 
will be developed and operated by the company as multi-tenant, class A office building, for lease to 
commercial sub-tenants, and 
 
 WHEREAS, under  the present provisions of the Enabling Act and Section 412-a of the Real 
Property Tax Law of the State of New York, the Agency is not required to pay Real Estate Taxes upon any 
of the property  acquired by it or under its jurisdiction, supervision or control,  and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Agency has made it a condition to providing financial assistance to the Company 
with respect to the Project that the Company agree to make payments in lieu of Real Estate Taxes that the 
Company would have been required to pay but for the Agency’s leasehold interest and tax exempt status 
(the “Pilot Agreement”), and 
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 WHEREAS, the Pilot Agreement must be consented to and executed by the Town of Rye, the 
Village of Rye Brook, the County of Westchester and the Blind Brook School District (the “Municipalities”) 
in connection with the Project Agreement, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Rye has received and reviewed the form and 
substance of the Pilot Agreement, and 
 

WHEREAS, Town Attorney of the Town has been presented with the PILOT Agreement and has 
reviewed  and approved the form and substance of the PILOT Agreement;     
                           

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council hereby authorizes the Town 
Supervisor to execute the Pilot Agreement on behalf of the Town of Rye. 
  
 ROLL CALL:   
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:    None  
  
  Assessor Markowitz explained that the “PILOT Agreement” – Payment in Lieu of Taxes with 
Reckson would provide some stability of taxes if that company went ahead with construction of a building.  
The Village of Rye Brook gave Reckson approval for the construction of a 280,000 sq. ft. office building.  
The Town of Rye was to act as the Agent for the village, county and school district.   Councilpersons 
Borrelli and Lagana had questions regarding the agreement which Mr. Markowitz answered. 
 
       * * * * * * *      
 Supervisor Morabito set the date for a Public Hearing regarding Local Law #1 for Alternative 
Veterans Exemption to be held on  September 19, 2006 at 7:30 P.M.   Assessor Markowitz explained that in 
2005 the state passed legislation allowing as a local option, for jurisdictions go up to doubling the value of 
exemptions.  What was being proposed was to enact legislation to take advantage of that. 
 
       * * * * * * *      
 On motion of Councilperson  Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following Resolution 
was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye intends to continue its policy of diligent enforcement 
of outstanding property tax liens, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye believes it to be in the best interests of the Town of 
Rye to designate outside counsel to represent the Town in In-Rem Foreclosure actions; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED, that Anthony A. Carbone,  with offices located at 320 
Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, New York, be and he hereby is designated as Special Counsel to the Town 
of Rye for the purpose of representing the Town of Rye in In-Rem Tax Foreclosure proceedings for a two year 
term commencing August 1, 2006 and ending December 31, 2007, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town shall be responsible for paying said counsel the sum 
of $350 per parcel against which enforcement proceedings shall be commenced, payable 1/2 at the time of the 
commencement of the action with the filing of list of delinquent taxpayers, and the balance at the conclusion of 
the matter, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye shall be responsible for any costs and 
disbursement arising from this matter, including, but not limited to the cost of any title searches, legal 
advertising, postage, photocopying Court filing fees, and shall reimburse same at the time they arise. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:     None 
 
 Supervisor Morabito asked that the Resolution be adopted again to clarify any misunderstanding due to 
the fact that the Resolution was adopted at the July 18, 2006  meeting held in Mamaroneck, but not in the Rye 
Neck section.  The meeting was scheduled to be held at the Rye Neck School on Hornridge Road, 
Mamaroneck, New York but due to construction was moved to 125  Mt. Pleaseant Avenue, Mamaroneck, New 
York     



   
               August 28, 2006  
 
 
 
 Bernard Abel, Rye Brook, New York  questioned the amount of the Veterans’ Exemption and asked 
why the Town Attorney  didn’t handle the In-Rem. 
        
 
      * * * * * *  
 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously adopted, 
the meeting was adjourned to Executive Session at 7:00 P. M. to discuss litigation with no action to be taken. 
   
 
 
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       
         Hope B. Vespia 
         Town Clerk     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                



         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 19, 2006 
 
 

 
 A Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 
September 19, 2006 at 7:30 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito  presiding. 
 

PRESENT:  in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino, 
                                Michael J. Borrelli, Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Town Clerk  

                    Hope B. Vespia.  
 
ALSO  

 PRESENT:  Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent 
A. Sapione, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Accountant David Byrnes,  
Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, Deputy 
Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 

 
 DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 ABSENT:    Representatives of the Court 
                  
                    

Eagle Scout Gregory Fragiacomo led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 

 
 
        * * * * * * * 
 
 
Supervisor Morabito requested a moment of silence for Rose Robbins Di Roberto, spouse of 

former Village of Port Chester Trustee Gerald Di Roberto who passed away that afternoon.     
 
 
       * * * * * * * 
 
 
 Town Clerk Vespia stated that she had received the Affidavits of Publication stating that a Public 
Notice calling for a  Public Hearing to be held September 19, 2006 at 7:30 P.M. in the Courtroom of the 
Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York to consider the advisability of adopting 
Local Law No. 1 for year 2006 entitled “An Act to Amend the Real Property Tax Law, in relation to 
determining the Veterans Alternative Exemptions” was duly published in the Journal News and certified 
by Erick Murph, the principal clerk on Tuesday, September 12, 2006.  
 
 
 Supervisor Morabito declared the Public Hearing open with a comment from the veterans present 
and asked Assessor Markowitz to familiarize those present with the provisions.  
 
 
 Silvio Buccieri, 350 King Street, Port Chester, New York addressed the Board and asked for an 
explanation of the new Local Law No. 1 and what the Veterans would receive if adopted.  
 
 
 Supervisor Morabito stated that Assessor Markowitz was present to give a brief presentation and 
then the floor would be opened for questions.   

 

 

* * * * * * * 
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Supervisor Morabito asked Town Clerk Hope Vespia to read the Local Law No. 1. 

 
Local Law No. 1 

 
 
Local Law No. 1 for the year 2006, entitled, “An Act to Amend the Real Property Tax Law, in 

Relation to Determining the Veterans’ Alternative Exemption”, as follows: 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF RYE, NEW YORK as follows: 
  
 Section 1.  This Local Law is implemented in accordance with Section 458-a of the real property 
tax law as amended by Chapter 256 of the laws of 2005 effective July 19, 2005.  The State of New York 
increased the Alternative Property Tax Exemption commencing in 2007 which shall increase to a 
maximum exemption amount, as follows: 
 
       From   To 
 War Veterans                        $27,000          $54,000  
 Combat Veterans                                   $45,000          $90,000 
  Disabled Veterans                                   $90,000        $180,000 
 
 
 Section 2.  The Town Board of the Town of Rye hereby increases the property tax exemption 
commencing in 2007 to benefit veterans residing in the Town of Rye, as set forth above. 
 
 Section 3.  This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.     
  

Any resident of the Town of Rye interested in the proposed Local Law is invited to attend and be 
heard.  Copies of the proposed Local Law are available for review at the Town Clerk’s Office, 10 Pearl 
Street, Port Chester, New York. 
       
         Order of the Town Board 
        of the Town of Rye 
        Hope B. Vespia, Town Clerk 
 

 

 Supervisor Morabito asked Assessor Markowitz to give his presentation.  Mr. Markowitz 
explained the purpose of the Local Law which was to provide qualified veterans with the greatest 
property tax exemption authorized in accordance with New York State law.  The state recently doubled 
the maximum value of the exemption.  The purpose of the evening’s hearing was to enact that portion of 
the exemption to effectively double the exemption as it applied to the town tax. As mentioned earlier, 
the limits would increase from $27,000 for a war veteran which would be the maximum allowed to a 
$54,000 maximum value.  The way the law read was that a war veteran was entitled to a ten percent 
reduction in their assessment up to a maximum of $27,000 to authorize a doubling of that exemption to 
$54,000.  A second part of that law was to grant to combat veterans an additional ten percent exemption 
which together with the basic exemption currently was limited to $45,000 with the law, that maximum 
amount would be raised to $90,000. The final portion of the law was to raise the maximum exemption 
for disabled war veterans, which was currently limited to $90,000, to $180,000.  Town-wide, there were 
approximately 694 qualifying veterans. Geographically the community which contained the greatest 
number of qualifying veterans was the Village of Port Chester.  There were approximately 312 of those 
exemptions on the 2006 assessment roll.  Within the Village of Rye Brook there were approximately 
240 persons who qualified for the exemption and finally within the Rye Neck portion of the Town there 
were 142 persons who qualified for the exemption.  Again that was against the 2006 assessment roll.  It 
totaled 694 persons under the exemption currently.  Assessor Markowitz then asked if there were any 
questions. 
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Councilperson Borrelli questioned if that only applied to the Town of Rye and if so, would this 
eventually spill over to the County and the Villages. Assessor Markowitz stated that the Local Law was 
only applicable to the Town of Rye portion of the real property taxes and that the County had already  
adopted the legislation. Assessor Markowitz had attended a hearing in the current month with the 
Village of Rye Brook and believed that they had enacted it.  He mentioned that the Village of Port 
Chester had not taken action to the best of his knowledge, but was currently entertaining the legislation 
and it should be noted that those exemptions did not apply to school taxes. 
 
   Supervisor Morabito mentioned that normally the Villages followed the Town’s lead with 
regard to the exemption. Although the Town of Rye, from a dollar stand point was not much, it had 
ramifications when it was transposed onto the Village and then onto the county, it could be a significant 
amount of money. 
 
   Assessor Markowitz agreed that in the full value environment where a single family home 
averaged anywhere from the high $500,000 range in Port Chester  to the mid $700,000 in Rye Neck and 
then in Rye Brook, the maximum value of the exemption could be as much as $260,000 which was a 
substantial portion of the assessment.   
  

      * * * * * * * 

 Supervisor Morabito asked for comments from the public.  

 
 Silvio Buccieri, 350 King Street, Port Chester, New York inquired if each Veteran had to apply 
for the exemption.   Assessor Markowitz explained that Veterans had to apply and must qualify for the 
exemption in accordance with the State Law. To qualify for the basic exemption, one must be a veteran. 
To qualify for a Combat Veteran, one had to serve during a defined period. A Combat Disabled Veteran 
could qualify for a maximum exemption of $180,000.  He further explained that all forms would be 
available in the Assessor’s office and veterans must apply for the exemption no later than May 31, 2007.  
The exemption would be applied to the June 1, 2007 assessment roll and the assessor urged anyone who 
felt that they were qualified to apply before that date.  Councilperson Lagana asked if notices could be 
mailed out to the 694 veterans to apply for the exemption.  Assessor Markowitz explained that the 
exemption was not renewable annually, therefore any Veteran who currently had the exemption would 
be granted the exemption next year at the higher level automatically.  He explained that only those 
persons who did not have the exemption and believed they would qualify should go to the Assessment 
Office to apply.  Councilperson Mendicino asked if the exemption applied to any particular War 
Veteran.  Assessor Markowitz read the legislation to define the wars and periods of war served with an 
honorable discharge and mentioned that each veteran should provide a copy of their DD214 certificate 
when applying. 
  
 Councilperson Villanova questioned if he understood correctly that ultimately the Villages of 
Port Chester, Rye Brook and Mamaroneck needed to adopt the local law even if one were a veteran and 
resided in the Village of Mamaroneck.  Assessor Markowitz confirmed that one must file for the 
exemption for the Village tax in the Assessor’s Office of the Village of Mamaroneck.  Councilperson 
Villanova asked the Assessor how those exemptions compared with other municipalities and Markowitz 
explained that the Town of Rye was at the New York State’s maximum limit. 
  
 Supervisor Morabito asked if there were any comments from the public before this went for a 
vote.                         
 
 Mr. Bernard Abel addressed the Board and asked Supervisor Morabito to read a highlighted part 
of a letter. Councilperson Mendicino read a Citation for Meritorious Achievement in accomplishing with 
distinction several aerial operational missions over any enemy occupied Continental Europe. The 
courage, coolness and skill displayed by the individual in the face of determined opposition materially 
aided in the successful completion of those missions.  His actions reflected great credit upon himself and 
the armed forces of the United States.  Councilperson Mendocino explained that that statement was in 
regard to Mr. Bernard Abel. Mr. Abel asked for another letter to be read.  Supervisor Morabito stated 
that that was a Public Hearing and mentioned that it could not be read unless it specifically pertained to 
the Veterans Exemption.  Mr. Abel read the following letter.  
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                   4304 Litton Lane 
                                                                                                                                 McLean, Virginia 
                                                                                                                                 31 December, 1964  
 
Major Bernard Abel 
Veterans’ Central Committee of Port Chester, New York 
10 Pearl Street 
Port Chester, New York   
 
Dear Bernie: 
            Thank you very much for sending me a copy of “Ploesti” as a momento of my visit to Port 
Chester.  I appreciate your thoughtfulness in this matter.  I have not yet read the book but will do so 
before much longer. 
 I shall keep it as a memento of the time I spent with you and your Committee at the dedication of 
your War Memorial.  It is so necessary for all of us to continue to be aware of the sacrifices that our 
people have made to make sure that we can continue to be the type of nation we are and wish to be. 
 
 With all good wishes. 
         Sincerely, 
             
         Leon W. Johnson 
                    General  USAF 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Supervisor Morabito called for a recess.  On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by 
Lagana, the meeting was adjourned for a five minute recess. Councilperson Villanova voted no to the 
recess.   
 
 Supervisor Morabito reopened the Public Hearing with a set of rules. If anyone wanted to speak, 
they should stay specifically on the topic that Assessor Markowitz discussed and not about past or 
present service, which was appreciated.  He stated that the Board was doing what was allowed by law 
and Mr. Markowitz read the law and that was where the Town stood. Councilperson Villanova 
commented that he supported the Local Law and agreed that anything that would come before the public 
and the Board had nothing to do with prior service and that whatever was said should pertain to the 
Local Law itself.     
 
 Goldie Solomon thanked the Board for allowing her to speak and mentioned that she was very 
much for the veterans to get their due and that it was very important that the Town take care of the 
veterans. However, she stated that one of the things she had a problem with was that government had to 
represent the people, and the laws of the State did not include the United States Cadet Nurses of World 
War II.  She said that the Cadet Nurses Services were created by Franklin D. Roosevelt, the Commander 
and Chief of the armed forces during World War II and the Congress of the United States to provide 
nursing services to the military and the home front for the duration of the war.  Supervisor Morabito 
mentioned from Mrs. Solomon’s comments, he understood that she felt the Cadet Nursing Services 
should be included with the exemption.  He stated that he would have Assessor Markowitz explain with 
regard to the nurses if there was any exemption available to them.  Mr. Markowitz said that the short 
answer was no.  Councilperson Mendicino suggested that in the future a letter be sent requesting the 
Cadet Nurses be included in those exemptions. Councilperson Villanova asked Mrs. Solomon if she 
knew how many nurses would qualify and in order for the Town of Rye to champion her effort, they 
would need substantial documentation to support that. He also mentioned that that could not be enacted 
just on the local level, but also on the State level. Mrs. Solomon said that it had to be enacted also on the 
Federal level.  Supervisor Morabito asked for permission from the Board to allow him to write a letter to 
the Veteran’s Chairperson of the State of New York, Ron Tocci, as well as Senator Suzi Oppenheimer, 
Assemblyman George Latimer and Congresswomen Nita Lowey. Mrs. Solomon stated that Mario 
DeMarco is a Pro Bono attorney who represented the United States Cadet Nurses from World War II. 
Supervisor Morabito asked Town Clerk Vespia to contact Mr. DeMarco who was the Corporation 
Council for the Village of Port Chester to get the information on the matter and a letter would be 
composed with regard to that. 

 
* * * * * *  
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 Mr. Bernard Abel asked the Assessor if the amounts given were accumulative or separate.  
Assessor Markowitz explained that the War Veteran and Combat Veteran were accumulative and added 
up to $90,000 and the Disabled Veteran was a separate added value of an additional $180,000.  He also 
explained that the disability rating was determined by the government.  Mr. Bernard Abel mentioned 
that the exemption on an average assessment only increased the savings from five dollars to ten dollars 
per year.  Supervisor Morabito explained that that was a part of the law that had to be followed.  He 
added that if possible, the Board would give more, but by enacting the law, there was hope that the 
Villages would follow.       
       
  On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the Public Hearing 
was closed. 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, Local Law No. 1 
for the year 2006 was unanimously enacted.  
 
 Councilperson Villanova urged the Villages after seeing the evening’s meeting to also enact the 
Veterans exemption and Supervisor Morabito concurred.   

The Supervisor called for a five minute recess at 8:15 PM and to call the meeting to order at 8:20 
PM. 
                 * * * * * * *     
 Supervisor Morabito called the meeting back to order at 8:20 P.M. 
 
 Supervisor Morabito recognized Gregory Fragiacomo with regard to the Brown Cemetery. 
Before Gregory came forward to give his presentation, the Supervisor mentioned his correspondence 
with Reverend Gerald Washington who fully supported the concept and would be more than happy to 
grant access to the cemetery through his property.  Eagle Scout Fragiacomo presented Supervisor 
Morabito and the Town Board with pictures at the time his project was completed and how it looked 
now.  Gregory questioned the status of the cemetery with regards to the court and the right of way.  He 
also spoke with Reverend Washington who gave his permission to Boy Scout Troop 6 who were willing 
to clean the cemetery grounds the first weekend in October.  Gregory asked the Town Board if they 
would be available to give continued support for their efforts and for the Village of Port Chester to 
provide a dumpster.  
 
 Attorney Jeff Rednick updated the Board regarding the Brown Cemetery.  The Skrzypczaks, who 
owned the property abutting the cemetery, were claiming that that belonged to them.  Presently there 
was an “action to quit title” and the court had ordered the Skrzypczaks to try to locate any surviving 
members of the Brown Family. To the present date they had not located any and there was a judgment to 
appoint a Public Administrator to represent the Brown’s interests in that litigation. Without the court’s 
permission, the public would not be allowed to enter the property through the Skrzypczaks. Mr. Rednick 
further explained that activities were curtailed to Reverend Washington’s property and not to encroach 
onto the Skrzypczaks. Councilperson Borrelli suggested that the Town request permission from Judge 
Lefkowitz to enable the Boy Scouts to complete the project. Mr. Rednick also suggested that a letter be 
sent to the Skrzypczaks to notify the family of the intention of Troop 6 to undertake the project. 
Councilperson Villanova asked Mr. Rednick if he had discussed the matter with Town Attorney Mann 
regarding his written legal opinion given to the Board dated June 22, 2006.  Councilperson Lagana also 
asked if the court could be contacted for the approval to clean the remaining third of the cemetery.   
  
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the Board 
unanimously agreed to support Mr. Fragiacomo and Troop 6 for a day of cleanup twice a year and to 
render any assistance the Town of Rye could give them. 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the minutes of the  
meeting held on August 10, 2006 were approved as presented. 
             
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the minutes of the 
meeting held on August 22, 2006 were approved as presented. 
 
            On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the minutes of the 
meeting held on August 28, 2006 were approved as presented.   



September 19, 2006 
The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 

  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of August, 2006:  
TOTAL Remitted to Supervisor………………………….....$2,030.73 

  
  RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA,  for the month of August, 2006: 
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye………………......$491,898.32 
                                    Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester…………$135,126.98    
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook……….…….$39,004.09 
   TOTAL…………………………………………….……..$666,029.39 
 
  CRAWFORD PARK for the month of August, 2006……………...$6,950.00 

 
 Supervisor Morabito asked Receiver of Taxes  Mecca how much money was received   
since Town Attorney Mann’s letter was mailed out in August. Mr. Mecca reported that collections on 
the August monthly report indicated a large portion of delinquent taxes paid due to the letters sent and 
an additional $150,000 received since then. Mr. Mecca briefed the Board regarding the matter and 
mentioned that Mr. Mann would be sending out a subsequent letter.        
       * * * * * * 
 Assessor Markowitz defined the Certiorari proceedings for Cine Magnetics at 1 Horton Avenue, 
Port Chester, New York.  He also mentioned some of the outstanding Certioraris that had withdrawn and 
some that were still pending. Councilperson Villanova asked Assessor Markowitz for a list of 
outstanding certioraris.  Supervisor Morabito also requested a list of certioraris prior to revaluation and 
after revaluation.       
   
 On motion of Councilman Borrelli, seconded by Councilman Lagana, the following                 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS,  Petitions and Notices of Petitions to review the assessment for taxation years 2005  
and 2006 of the real estate of Cine Magnetics, 1 Horton Avenue, Port Chester, NY, affecting the parcel 
of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known as Parcel 136.79-2-3, County of 
Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review Assessors in 
the Town of Rye, and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary as follows: 
   Property  Assessment 
 Description   Roll / Year       From             To   
 136.79-2-3       2005  $3,236,700    $2,200,000 
         2006  $2,250,000    $2,250,000 
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matter as 
recommended by the Special Counsel for the Town of Rye and the Town Assessor without further 
attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said matters; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 
 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 
Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 
Special Counsel for the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to consent to entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
directing the establishment of assessments for the tax years 2005 through 2006 as aforesaid 
to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds 
on the terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:  None 
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 Assessor Markowitz had two items to discuss. The State of New York sent an email on 
September 18, 2006 to notify the Town of Rye that they had given them a tentative equalization rate of 
one hundred percent explaining that all properties located in the Town of Rye were at full market value.  
That was the third year in a row the Town had been measured by the State of New York at one hundred 
percent of value.   
  Assessor Markowitz stated that a STAR rebate program was in effect which would grant 
everyone who had a STAR exemption in the past year a rebate.  The State would be sending checks no 
later than October 31, 2006. The amounts were as follows: Parcels in the Blind Brook School District 
with a Basic STAR would receive $367.79 and the Enhanced STAR $614.20; parcels in the Port Chester 
School District with the Basic STAR would receive $337.35 and with the Enhanced STAR $567.33 and 
parcels in the Rye Neck School District with Basic STAR would receive $369.53 and with the Enhanced 
STAR  $617.12.   
      * * * * * *   
 Supervisor Morabito received a letter from the Town Council of Greenburgh asking other 
municipalities to approve the feasibility of a study undertaken by Con Edison to review the possibility of 
placing all their power lines underground.    
    
            On motion of Councilperson Lagana , seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted:      
 
 WHEREAS, on September 2, 2006 thousands of Westchester residents throughout Westchester 
County were left without power as a result of a storm, and  
 
 WHEREAS, many residents were out of power for more than four days, and 
  
 WHEREAS, this is not the first time this year that Con Ed customers have been without power 
after a storm.  Some residents have been out of power this year five or six separate times, and 
  
 WHEREAS, people have no confidence that they will have electricity, heat or air conditioning 
after a storm, and 
  
 WHEREAS, the time has come for Con Ed and other utility companies in the region to seriously 
study the possibility of placing power lines underground, and 
  
 WHEREAS, placing power lines underground might reduce the possibility of outages since 
trees that have come down frequently cause these outages, and  
  
 WHEREAS, the study should explore phasing in this approach over a period of time, and 
  
 WHEREAS, assuming that climate change will result in increasingly volatile weather, meaning 
more damaging storms, the costs of responding to storms will continue to increase and the benefit/cost 
analysis of under grounding becomes more favorable, and 
  
 WHEREAS, there are other benefits to this approach; saving trees, decreasing certain types of 
maintenance expenses, decreasing insurance premiums, fewer business losses; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye approves 
a resolution calling on Con Ed to conduct a study of the feasibility/costs of placing power lines under 
ground, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Vice President of 
Con Ed, Electric Operations, at 511 Theodore Fremd Avenue, Rye, New York, 10580; to the Public 
Service Commission and to the members of the Westchester delegation to the New York State 
Legislature. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 



                                     
            
           September 19, 2006  
                                  

Town Accountant Byrnes mentioned receiving the 2005 financial statement from Bennett & 
Kielsen which reported a surplus of $638,000.00.  
 
 Councilperson Lagana stated that there was a drastic change from 2004 to 2005 and he felt that 
since changes in the financial area referring to personnel were made, the Town had more realistic and 
better controls over the budgets.   
 
 Councilperson Villanova questioned the long term receivables and inquired if any departments 
overspent in 2005. 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Goldie Solomon discussed outages during the storms and the problems that could arise from 
underground wiring. She also mentioned restoration problems with the Spanish-American and Civil War 
monuments. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Bernard Abel noted that, as a veteran, he resented having the police be called regarding his 
behavior.  Councilperson Borrelli noted that Robert’s Rules of Order needed to be followed. 
 
      * * * * * * *  
 Joseph Carvin spoke regarding the audit of the revaluation and the difference of opinion between 
himself and the Town Board.  He spoke against no-bid contracts.  He also spoke regarding Mr. Sauter 
and his credibility and the IAAO.  He continued to express his concerns and the importance of the audit 
and suggested that the Town Ethics Committee review the matter.  Supervisor Morabito explained to 
Mr. Carvin that the contract with the IAAO was a professional service which did not require a bid. He 
agreed with the importance of the audit and recognized Mr. Carvin’s concerns. He agreed to follow 
through and invited Bruce Sauter and Lisa Daniels to meet with the Board to give a presentation and 
answer any questions. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
  

  Robert Nioras, Hillandale Road, Rye Brook, New York mentioned the discussion of the health 
care benefits on the Village level for employees in the Village of Port Chester.  He asked if the Board 
would be looking at the matter on the Town level.  Supervisor Morabito explained when he was installed 
as Supervisor in 1994, he set a policy whereby every employee and appointee receiving health care 
benefits would contribute, and they had done so ever since.  

 
       * * * * * * * 

 
  Councilperson Borrelli brought to the attention of the public the article and pictures featuring 

Crawford Park in the “In Town” magazine that the Gannett newspaper had printed. 
 
 
       * * * * * * * 
 
  Councilperson Villanova spoke on behalf of the Board to respectfully apologize to Mr. 

Fragiacomo for witnessing some of the public comments made at the microphone. With regards to Mr. 
Sauter, he spoke to Mr. Morabito prior to the meeting who mentioned that that was something being 
pursued. Councilperson Villanova was looking forward to meeting with Mr. Sauter and Lisa Daniels 
publicly at one of the future meetings and with Mr. Tartaglia regarding a telephone call.  He requested to 
have the Ethics Board review the matter.  Councilperson Villanova mentioned the no bid process 
concerning professional service contracts, and while he could understand the IAAO, he could not 
understand the landscaper on the same field because of the abundance of the type of business in the 
Town and Village. He disagreed with certain bills being submitted to the Town for blanket bills. 

  
 
       * * * * * * * 
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  Councilperson Mendicino commended the Village of Port Chester for the presentation and 

commemoration with speakers and firemen at Lyons Park on September 11, 2006. She asked for any 
comments from Board members concerning the drug testing policy which she passed out last month. She 
mentioned giving the policy to Town Attorney Mann for review and hoped to have it put on the agenda 
for the following month.  Councilperson Villanova felt it was something to be looked into for next 
year’s budget and questioned if that would add to the premium and increase the liability for the Town of 
Rye.  Supervisor Morabito mentioned that under the policy through the Empire Plan there was coverage 
and that that could be put on the December meeting to be effective January 1, 2007.  Councilperson 
Mendicino mentioned there was a defibrillator in the courtroom and felt that the members of the Town 
Board should be trained.  She also suggested that there should be a defibrillator at Crawford Park.   

  
       * * * * * * * 
 
  Councilperson Lagana commented on the discussion regarding the IAAO and shared the same 

concerns as Mr. Carvin.  The contract was with the IAAO and since he mentioned that there were 7000 
members, he believed they could find someone who had no affiliation with MJW.   Mr. Lagana believed 
the IAAO were the subject matter experts and he was looking for an audit on the process and not 
looking for them to verify the numbers.  He stated that the numbers had been verified three years in a 
row by the State.  He hoped that the results of the audit could be put together with the revaluation data 
and be useful to other municipalities considering revaluation.  He suggested Lisa Daniels recommend 
three other persons to audit the process and thanked Mr. Carvin for his help.  

  
       * * * * * * * 
  
  Supervisor Morabito spoke in regard to Councilperson Villanova’s request for an opinion in 

regard to the service of Mr. Dennis Pilla on the Assessment Board of Review and also as a Trustee for 
the Village of Port Chester. The opinion stated there was no conflict based on the same.  Mr. Morabito 
issued an apology to Aldo Vitagliano for comments made in the previous meeting regarding 
compensation for any additional service provided to the Town.  Mr. Morabito also commented on how 
pleased he was with the Journal News coverage of Crawford Park.  He mentioned both Crawford Park 
and Rye Town Park and how important they were to the Town.   

 
* * * * * * * 
 

  In response to previous comments made by Councilperson Villanova, Mr. Morabito mentioned 
the fuel keys issued to Rye Town employees. There was only one key, which could not be copied, and it 
was issued to Frank DiLeo.  Also, as to the sand rake for the beach, the only other company which could 
produce those rakes was the Carrington Company which was located in Minnesota which charged 
$44,000 for the equipment. The Town purchased it for $28,000.  The company the Town dealt with in 
Massachusetts serviced it once a year at no cost to the Town.  There were other companies, but the one 
the Town used provided the best deal.   Regarding Mr. Villanova’s comments concerning Mr. 
Tartaglia’s phone conversation with Mr. Sauter, Mr. Morabito noted that Mr. Tartaglia would appear 
directly before the Board, or provide in writing, exactly what his conversation was with regard to the 
contact with Mr. Sauter, which was specifically in regard to the segmentation rate.  Mr. Morabito 
discussed the ongoing litigation regarding the segmentation rate with Rye Neck and the City of Rye.   

 
  Supervisor Morabito mentioned how pleased he was with the positive tone of the meeting.  He 

mentioned to Mr. Fragiacomo the wonderful job his son had done at Brown Cemetery.   
 
  There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 

Councilperson Villanova, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 P. M.   
          
                          Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
                          Hope B. Vespia 
                          Town Clerk   

               



 



MEETING HELD OCTOBER 17, 2006 
 
 
 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, October 17, 
2006 at 8:00 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New 
York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 
 PRESENT:      in  addition  to the  Supervisor  were   Councilpersons   Michele  Mendicino,  
                               Michael J. Borrelli, Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope  
   B. Vespia  
 
 PRESENT:     Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. 

Sapione, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, 
Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons 
and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 

 
 DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 ABSENT:        Representatives of the Court 
 
 Harry Hayes led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the 
Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 

 

* * * * * * * 

  On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the minutes 
of the meeting held September 19, 2006 were approved as presented. 
 
       * * * * * * *  

  The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of September, 2006 
   Total submitted to Supervisor…………………………………..$  2,146.69  
    
  RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of September, 2006 
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye…………………….$24,175,994.96  
              Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester………………..$96,502.70 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook……………____$11,292.98 
    
   Total………………………………………………………..$24,283,790.64  
 
  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of September, 2006 
   Total submitted to Supervisor…………………………………..$  5,055.00 

 

* * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, Lawrence D. Engle, residing at 12 Churchill Road, Rye Brook, New York, 10573, 
be and he hereby is appointed Assistant Town Prosecutor, at the pleasure of the Supervisor and Town 
Board, effective October 1, 2006, and is to be compensated at the rate of $150.00 per hour;   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Lawrence D. Engle shall execute and file 
the necessary Oath of Office within 30 days of said appointment as required by law in the office of the 
Town Clerk. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
            NOES:  None  
 
      * * * * * * * 
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 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 RESOLVED, that Eugene Sciavillo, residing at 31 Summit Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 
10573 be and he is hereby appointed as Park Attendant for the Town of Rye, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that he will receive an annual compensation of $31,000.00 to 
be paid in equal, bi-weekly installments, with full benefits effective October 1, 2006. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilperson Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:   Councilperson Villanova 
 

* * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Jefferson Avenue Bridge, located in the Rye Neck Section of the Village of 
Mamaroneck, is in need of repair; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor and Town Board of the Town 
of Rye are approving an Engineer Study of the Jefferson Avenue Bridge, not to exceed the amount of 
$13,000.00, which is half the cost to be shared with the Village of Mamaroneck. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:   None 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following 
Resolution was adopted:  
 
 WHEREAS,  Westchester County Airport is located in the densely populated area where the 
Town of Rye, Rye Brook, Harrison, Mount Pleasant, North  Castle and White Plains meet and that area 
is the home to a large residential population, heavily-populated corporate offices, schools and 
universities, hotels and conference centers and other facilities, and 

 WHEREAS, the Westchester County Airport is located next to the critical reservoir supplying 
safe, affordable drinking water to substantial numbers of residents of New York City and Westchester 
County, totaling close to nine million  people and this reservoir is an irreplaceable asset to the region, 
and      
 WHEREAS, the Westchester County Airport was designed to handle certain general aviation 
operations and is neither designed nor well-suited to significant commercial operations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, as the airport proprietor, Westchester County has the right to determine the extent 
and type of facilities and improvements it will build at the Westchester County Airport while assuring 
the continued security, safety and efficiency of operations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Westchester County Board of Legislators for more than a generation has 
repeatedly expressed its policy that the physical capacity of the Westchester County Airport will not be  
expanded, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Westchester County Board of Legislators has already directed County staff to 
take all appropriate steps to preserve the right of Westchester County to limit the use of airport 
pavements to those aircraft whose weight can reasonably be accommodated by those pavements, and 
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 WHEREAS, the municipal land use decisions resulting in the significant number of homes, 
schools, parks and other institutions near the Westchester County Airport  have been made for the past 
decades on the basis of the current physical capacity of the Westchester County Airport, and 
 
 WHEREAS, any expansion of the Westchester County Airport’s physical capacity or impact 
could add both air and water pollution that would negatively affect the reservoir and our region,  and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Westchester County Board of Legislators recognizes the greatly increased 
concerns of the people of Westchester regarding their safety and interest in security measures necessary 
to insure their safety, and       
 
 WHEREAS, adjustments may need to be made in the physical arrangement of facilities at the 
Westchester County Airport to address those safety and security concerns, and 
 
 WHEREAS, over the last several years, activities at the Westchester County Airport have been 
significantly reduced, and  
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of such reduced activity, there have been fewer negative environmental 
impacts at the airport and a reduced risk of negative impacts to the watershed and to the drinking water 
of almost nine million people, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Westchester County Board of Legislators recognizes the environmental 
benefits of this reduced activity; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye supports the Westchester 
County  Board of Legislators in its commitment to the community to preserve current limitations on 
Airport facilities, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye supports the policy of the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators to limit the development of the Westchester County Airport to its current 
physical capacity, including the weight-bearing capacities of airport pavements, and the site footprint, 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of Rye reaffirms the policy of the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators to be one of supporting no increase in the total capacity of the airport’s 
runways, taxiways, ramps, gates, hangars, terminal, motor vehicle parking areas or access roads in order 
that we may protect our fragile environment, including the drinking water for almost nine million 
people, from the noise, air and water pollution that any such expansion would generate, and      
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye supports the County staff to ensure that 
the Federal Aviation Administration, the County’s Federal and State Delegations, stakeholders and all 
other pertinent parties are aware of County Policy so that the intent of this honorable Board may be 
widely known. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:   None 
 
  
 Supervisor Morabito asked Town Clerk Vespia to notify the entire area which included the 
Villages of Rye Brook and Port Chester, the Towns of Harrison, North Castle and Mount Pleasant, 
Westchester County, New York City and New York State, urging their support to fight the airport 
expansion. 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Assessor Markowitz explained that the New York State “STAR” rebate program had been 
mailing rebate checks in alphabetical order by counties and that Westchester County residents should be 
receiving theirs shortly. 
      * * * * * * * 
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 Town Attorney Mann reported to the Board that he was working very closely with Receiver  of 
Taxes Mecca regarding letters sent to property owners with delinquent taxes. He explained that 
approximately $750,000.00 had been received, with a balance of $900,000.00 remaining unpaid.  Mr. 
Mann noted that a second delinquent letter was mailed last week to those who did not respond or follow 
through and suggested that the Board meet in executive session to discuss further action. 

      * * * * * * * 
 Town Accountant David Byrnes, 33 Haines Boulevard, Port Chester, New York reported that a 
meeting was going to be arranged very shortly with the Town Board and Bennett, Kielson & Storch to 
present the 2005 audit report. He mentioned that data was being gathered for the tentative 2007 budget 
based upon year-to-date numbers for 2006 and other issues that were coming up for 2007, some of 
which were addressed that evening.  Mr. Byrnes added that a work session would be held with the Board 
and he would have a breakdown of the budget into categories.  Councilperson Villanova asked Mr. 
Byrnes when the 2006 financials would be completed.  Mr. Byrnes mentioned the goal was for June 30, 
2007. 
    
      * * * * * * * 

 Receiver of Taxes Mecca informed the Board that he had met with Anthony Carbone and they 
would be reviewing properties in preparation of a list of delinquent taxes for In-Rem proceedings. He 
also announced that the Town would be hosting a State Archives and Retention Association workshop 
for Local Government Records Management on Thursday, October 19, 2006 from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 
P.M. in the courtroom and more than thirty had responded that they would attend.     
       

      * * * * * * * 

 Goldie Solomon, 6 Puritan Drive, Port Chester, New York thanked Supervisor Morabito, the 
Town Board members and especially Raymond Sculky for the use of the courtroom and television on 
October 12, 2006 for the Columbus Day History of Italians in America and for supplying coffee to have 
with pastries supplied by Neri’s Bakery.  
 
 Mrs. Solomon mentioned that she and Councilperson Borrelli had been working very hard on 
voters’ registration verification and expressed their deep concern for applicants to show proof of 
citizenship in order to vote. Councilperson Borrelli mentioned that for several years he had been trying 
to encourage other towns to get involved to address the federal government regarding that matter and 
added at the moment the House of Representatives had passed a Bill and had passed it on to the Senate 
which would require voter identification cards.       
  
      * * * * * * * 
 Eagle Scout Gregory Fragiacomo, 22 Breckenridge Avenue, Port Chester, New York addressed 
the Board regarding the Brown Cemetery and noticed it had been cleaned before the Boy Scout Troop 6 
was able to do the project discussed at the monthly meeting of September 19, 2006.  He was concerned 
and had called Reverend Gerald Washington who mentioned that the Skrzypczak family had hired a 
landscaper to clean the property.  Mr. Fragiacomo hoped that the Boy Scouts would be able to continue 
their clean-up project in the future. 
      * * * * * * * 
       Bea Connetta, 660 King Street, Port Chester, New York mentioned that the audio system used at 
the Town meetings was very poor and should be improved.  She also made suggestions that the lifetime 
entitlements for employees who had been employed for ten years should be terminated and the three 
minutes for the public comments should be expanded to five minutes.  
 
 Mrs. Connetta directed her comments to Supervisor Morabito concerning last month’s meeting. 
She stated that her brother’s name, Ben Miloro, his past and present assessment information and 
statements that he did not pay his fair share of taxes were unethical and should not have been mentioned 
publicly. She also stated that Mr. Miloro did not complain about his assessment, but rather about the 
assessment of the portion of his land that was located in the Village of Port Chester.  She said that 
Mr.Miloro was paying his fair share of taxes that were billed to him and asked for an apology to him. 
Supervisor Morabito explained the reasoning for his comments and that it was not his intention to single 
out or to offend Mr. Miloro whom he had known for many years and if he had done so, he apologized.      
 
      * * * * * * *   
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 Ben Miloro, 43 Hillcrest Avenue, Rye Brook, New York explained the assessment and 
measurements of the portion of property he was disputing.  Assessor Markowitz noted that the 
dimensions had been changed to read correctly. Councilperson Mendicino asked about a monetary 
settlement. Mr. Markowitz explained that that would be the subject of a judgment process deciding 
whether the assessment was correct or incorrect.      
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Bernard Abel, Rye Brook, New York questioned the need for a police presence at the Town 
Board meetings.  He also cited his patriotism and war record.  Mr. Abel also felt that his wife was 
disrespected at the last meeting.  Supervisor Morabito responded that no disrespect was intended or 
made.                          
      * * * * * * 

 Joseph Carvin, 55 Hillandale Road, Rye Brook, New York wanted to follow up with comments 
he made last month on no-bid contracts. He mentioned the New York Times article, written two years 
ago, regarding the audit from the New York State Comptroller’s Office where it had been stated the 
Town of Rye routinely violated state and local laws in the way they conducted Town business: first, by 
the overspending of their budgets for five years in a row; second, by not advertising for bids on 
municipal contracts; and third, by failing to publish financial statements on a timely basis.  Those 
financial statements should be filed within sixty days after the close of the fiscal year.  He added that 
financial statements were useful tools to the Town Board to evaluate results of operations with Town 
finances and to prepare the budgets. Mr. Carvin commented that it had been two years since the New 
York State Comptroller’s audit was published in 2003 and he challenged the ways some of those 
complaints had been corrected or handled. 
 
               * * * * * * 
 
 Janusz Richards, 10 Kings Park Drive, Port Chester, New York mentioned that several months 
ago he brought up the issue of the Minority Coordinator’s Press Release. He asked if the Board had an 
opportunity to speak with him.     
 
      * * * * * * 
 
 Linda Turturino, 94 Birch Street, Port Chester, New York wished to follow up with comments 
concerning Mr. Cesar Ruiz.  She had attended the Village of Port Chester meeting the previous evening 
and was concerned about Mr. Ruiz’s potential lawsuit against the Village and his position with the Town 
of Rye. She asked if there were public records that she could request by “Freedom of Information” of 
what he had done since his appointment with the Town of Rye, as well as a schedule of anything he had 
planned. When asked by Mrs. Turturino on his thoughts, Supervisor Morabito explained that he was 
unaware of any lawsuit.   
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Madaglia Sculky, 111 Perry Avenue, Port Chester, New York stated that she had been watching 
the meetings and often didn’t attend because of certain people who talked about anti-Semitism. She 
stated that her husband was Raymond Sculky who was Jewish. He got along with everyone and a lot of 
them treated him very beautifully and had been friends for many years.  She could not understand why 
the subject of anti-Semitism was mentioned.       
 
      * * * * * * * 
          
 Councilperson Mendicino asked if a letter had been written to the Veterans’ Chairman of the 
State of New York regarding issues brought up by Mrs. Solomon at last month’s meeting. Town Clerk  
Vespia had contacted Mario DeMarco who had represented that cause and she stated that he would assist 
her  in composing the letter. Regarding a defibrillator in the courtroom, Councilperson Mendicino 
mentioned that she had found one on a State contract list and was checking prices and might possibly be 
able to get one donated. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
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 Councilperson Villanova mentioned that the Board as a whole should have the opportunity to 
review purchases for the prior month for approval of payment.  He also felt that the content of the 
website should be updated to include a down-loadable FOIL application as a link that might help 
residents of the Town to make a request.  He questioned if the Rye Town Ethics Board needed all five 
members to convene or if they could meet with a majority of three or more.  Town Attorney Mann 
explained that any board could meet with a majority. Councilperson Villanova thanked Town 
Accountant Byrnes for discussing the 2005 financials and looked forward to reviewing them.  Regarding 
the upcoming budget for 2007, he suggested that in addition to a wish list, department heads should have 
a better ownership of their budget towards the Town by reviewing their spending and setting goals and 
expectations.  He would also entertain the opportunity to meet with the department heads and possibly 
sit down with them regarding their input on the budget.  Goldie Solomon mentioned voter identification 
cards and Councilperson Villanova explained that that was a stipulation only for a national election if it 
passed the Senate. Councilperson Villanova asked if Mr. Mann had had any conversation with Mr. 
Jeffrey Rednick regarding the Brown Cemetery. Following up with the Minority Election Coordinator, 
Councilperson Villanova said that he had seen Mr. Ruiz at one town meeting, but yet he attended a 
Village of Port Chester meeting. He mentioned that he was very critical about the draft Mr. Ruiz had 
submitted and still wanted to go into executive session to discuss it.  Supervisor Morabito mentioned 
that he was waiting for the facts and statistics from the Federal Government.  They were now in Mr. 
Sculky’s possession and the Board should be meeting with Mr. Ruiz within the next month or so.  
Councilperson Villanova suggested that in the future, prior to making an appointment, the needs of the 
Town should be identified as well as the parameters for the information. 
 
                  * * * * * * * 
 
 Councilperson Lagana, referring to the 5K run last weekend at Crawford Park, complimented the 
Frank Di Leo and his crew on how great the park looked and commented on all the activity and seeing  
kids playing soccer on both fields. 
 
 
 Councilperson Borrelli congratulated the Friends of Crawford Park for putting together such a 
wonderful community-minded fun-loving event.  It was a showcase of beauty and people who joined the 
run and also bystanders commented on how beautiful the park looked. 
 
 

* * * * * * * 
 
                    
 Supervisor Morabito mentioned attending the annual firemen inspection dinner and commented 
how great it was and a wonderful opportunity for the Villages of Port Chester and Rye Brook and the 
Town of Rye to say “thank you” to the firemen for their continued concern and efforts to ensure the 
safety for all the residents.  He congratulated the Friends of Crawford Park for the success of the 5K run 
and announced that the Town of Rye had been awarded a matching grant from the New York Power 
Authority for every tree planted for the upcoming year. Assemblyman George Latimer advised 
Supervisor Morabito that the Town had been awarded a $50,000 grant to continue the second phase of 
the walking trail at Crawford Park. Supervisor Morabito addressed the issue regarding the “entitlements” 
for municipal employees and officials, and explained that since he became Supervisor in 1994, the Town 
of Rye employees, officials and retirees contributed a good percentage of the cost of their benefits which 
created a significant savings.  He next addressed Mr. Carvin claiming his statements reverted back to the 
last three years and with regard to the New York Times article, the Town had since been following a 
model from Rye Brook’s billing procedures and contracts for outsourcing work. Supervisor Morabito 
stated that for the last three years they had more than gotten their act together and everything passed on 
the organizational meetings were based on statistics provided by Mayor Lawrence Rand and Chris 
Bradbury. With regard to finances, the Supervisor reported that due to the fact that they had changed 
accounting firms, he was confident there would be a significant difference and more importantly, a 
significant fund balance.   He was very impressed with the work that the Town Board had done to 
improve the quality of life in the Town of Rye.   He also reported to Mr. Carvin that the revaluation 
process was a professional services contract; therefore, it was a no-bid contract.  He then asked the 
following be read into the minutes: 
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  MJW Consulting, Inc. was awarded a $232,000 contract by Red Hook, Dutchess County in 
October of 2003. 
 
 MJW Consulting, Inc. was awarded a $200,000 contract by Rhinebeck, Dutchess County in 
October of 2003. 
 
 MJW Consulting, Inc. was awarded a $132,000 contract by Washington, Dutchess County in 
September of 2003. 
 
 MJW Consulting, Inc. was awarded a $112,000 contract by Amenia, Dutchess County in 
October of 2004. 
 
 MJW Consulting, Inc. was awarded a $3.2 million contract by eight towns in Dutchess County in 
November of 2004. 
 
 MJW Consulting, Inc. was awarded a $342,000 contract by City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess 
County in December of 2004. 
 
 MJW Consulting, Inc. was awarded a $142,000 contract by Unionvale, Dutchess County in 
October of 2005. 
 
 MJW Consulting, Inc. was awarded a $512,000 contract by City of Kingston, Ulster County in 
January of 2006. 
 
 MJW Consulting, Inc. had provided annual reassessment analysis for Towns of Rye, North East 
Rhinebeck, Red Hook, Stanford and retained 99% of assessed value that was calculated at 100%. 
 
 MJW Consulting, Inc. was notified in August, 2006 that the City of Kingston was canceling  
revaluation contract because of slow progress for completion in 2008. 
 
 MJW Consulting, Inc. was not scheduled to start field work until September, 2006. The contract 
was cancelled prior to execution of field work.  The City of Kingston then hired someone to complete 
the work for $100,000 more than the contract with MJW.  MJW was seeking legal resolution of that 
event.  MJW had presented documentation to the City of Kingston stating that it was complying with  
the contract. 
 
 Current bids out were with the City of Newburgh for a 2008 project as well as bids being 
considered for three additional towns in Dutchess County. 
 
 Supervisor Morabito noted that for the third year in a row, the Town of Rye was at 100% value-  
based on Mr. Watch’s numbers and statistical data.  That made a significant difference in the schools in 
Port Chester, Rye Brook and Rye Neck, as well as the county, town and village taxes.   
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by 
Councilperson Borrelli, the meeting was adjourned to Executive Session for litigation at 10:00 P. M. 
 
 
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                                                                                            Hope B. Vespia 
                    Town Clerk   
    
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



   

    MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 09, 2006 

 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, 

November 09, 2006 at 6:00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl 

Street, Port Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 

 PRESENT: in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele   

   Mendicino, Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Town Clerk  

   Hope B. Vespia. 

 

 ALSO 

            PRESENT: Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Town Attorney Monroe Y. 

   Mann, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and Director of 

   Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 

 

 DEPARTMENT HEADS 

ABSENT: Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Comptroller Joseph            

Granchelli and Representatives of the Court. 

 

Supervisor Morabito led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

* * * * * * * 

 

Town Clerk Vespia presented the 2007 Tentative Budget to the Supervisor 

and members of the Board. 

* * * * * * 

 

Supervisor Morabito and the Town Board set the date for the first public 

hearing meeting for the 2007 budget on December 11, 2006 at 7:00 P. M.  The 

Supervisor suggested that the Town Board members meet for a couple of work 

sessions before that date.  Town Clerk Vespia mentioned that it would be 

beneficial to have the Department Heads meet with the Supervisor and Board 

members to discuss the requests and the needs of each department.  The 

Supervisor and Board members agreed to set up meetings with the Department 

Heads. 

* * * * * * * 

 

There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Villanova, 

seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously adopted, the meeting was 

 adjourned at 6:45 P. M.  

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

        Hope B. Vespia 

        Town Clerk 



 

 

 



 
MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 28, 2006 

 
 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 
November 28, 2006 at 7:30 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 
           PRESENT:     in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michelle Mendicino,   Michael  
            Borrelli, Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia   
          ALSO 
          PRESENT:      Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz,  
            Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, 
            Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. 
            Sculky. 

 
          DEPARTMENT HEADS 
         ABSENT:        Representatives of the Court. 

 
      * * * * * * *  

 Goldie Solomon led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the Opening Prayer was read 
by Councilperson Borrelli. The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings.    
      * * * * * * * 
  

On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the minutes of the 
meeting held on October 17, 2006 were approved as presented.   On motion of Councilperson Villanova, 
seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the minutes of the meeting held on November 09, 2006 were 
approved as presented.  
      * * * * * * * 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
 TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of October, 2006 
  Total submitted to Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... .. … ………...$1,484.74 
                         
 RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of October, 2006 
  Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye….…………….….…......$16,002,045.59               
                        Deposited to Treasurer, Village of  Port Chester…………………….$65,968.34      
     Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook………………..……...  $6,882.08 
              
  Total…………………………..………………….….…..……....$16,074,896.01 
 
 CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of October, 2006 
  Total submitted to Supervisor………………………………....……....$6,420.00 
   
      * * * * * * * 
 Supervisor Morabito introduced Mr. Cesar Ruiz, the Minority Election Coordinator, to follow up 
on a presentation he began a few months ago. He stated that Mr. Ruiz had done a significant amount of 
work since and would give another preliminary report.  Mr. Ruiz read the mission statement for the 
project and reported on what had transpired since his last report. 
 
 Councilperson Lagana recommended that Mr. Ruiz use the Rye Town website as a tool, giving 
information about voting rights.  Supervisor Morabito agreed and suggested that Mr. Ruiz meet with the 
Villages of Port Chester and Rye Brook, to see if they could do the same thing on their website, once 
there was Town  Board approval. 
 
 Councilperson Villanova questioned Mr. Ruiz as to his budget.  Mr. Ruiz stated that out of his 
$9,000 allotment, he had spent $7,500 so far.  He explained that all materials, packets and postage were 
included in the budget. Mr. Villanova asked Mr. Ruiz if any of Mr. Ruiz’ work indicated whether the 
voting numbers had been lower or higher with the March or November elections of the current year.  
Mr. Ruiz mentioned the turnout for March was always low and expressed that it would have been 
beneficial for the Villages had they used the flier in his packet as a valuable source of election 
information. With Board approval for his literature, and as he continued to reach out to the community 
and school districts, Mr. Ruiz anticipated a higher voter awareness and turnout for future elections. 
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   Councilperson Borrelli mentioned his longtime concern for the verification of voter registration 
and asked if Mr. Ruiz could somehow incorporate the importance for the general public to know that 
they had to be citizens of the United States in order to vote. He also made suggestions on how the Town 
could verify citizenship, but wasn’t sure of the legalities of the proposed process.  
 
         * * * * * * * 
            
 Les Storch of Bennett, Kielsen, Storch & DiSantis distributed a draft copy of the financial report  
for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2005. He had hoped to present a final report, but was not able to 
get completed information for Rye Town Park, and used estimates. He felt that it was important at that 
point in time to review the financial condition of the Town of Rye in light of the fact that that 
information could be useful for budget appropriations. Mr. Storch explained that once that report was 
finalized, it would contain an unqualified opinion for the Town’s financial statements which was the 
highest proof of assurance that an auditor could offer his client. Once they received the final figures 
from Rye Town Park, the unqualified opinion would be presented.  Mr. Storch continued his 
presentation in length.  
 
      * * * * * * *  
 
 County Legislator Martin Rogowsky updated Supervisor Morabito and Town Board on the 
mortgage tax and the sewer taxes.  Mr. Rogowsky reported that on December 11, 2006, there would be a 
final vote regarding a consolidated sewer district.   If that passed, it would save the residents of the 
Town of Rye a significant amount of money.   The Supervisor noted that he would be sending a 
resolution to the County regarding elections.  Mr. Rogowsky reported that the County would cover the 
expenses of future elections based on the amount paid for elections in 2005.   
 
      * * * * * * 
  
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Westchester in the past year assumed the expenses for the General, 
Primary  and Special Elections, and other related election expenses, and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Town of Rye for the County of Westchester to have the 
County continue the funding for the General, Primary and Special Elections and other related election 
expenses;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the declaration of the Town Board 
of the Town of Rye, it is requested that the County of Westchester continue the funding of forthcoming 
General, Primary and Special Elections and other related election expenses, as it has in the past year, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the County 
Executive Andrew J. Spano, and the County Board of Legislators, and to the Villages of Port Chester, 
Rye Brook and Mamaroneck, and the City of Rye, for their attention. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
            NOES:    None 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Supervisor Morabito brought to the Town Board a resolution regarding a Crawford Park, Rye 
Town Equipment Bond.  He asked for the Board to review it for discussion next month. 
 
      * * * * * * *  
 
 Councilperson Villanova questioned Comptroller Granchelli and Town Accountant David 
Byrnes regarding the 2006 Financials.  Mr. Byrnes reported that the State report would be submitted by 
the deadline. 
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 Supervisor Morabito reported everything was up to date on the Department of Public Safety. 
 
      * * * * * * *   
             
 Receiver of Taxes Mecca reported that he would be meeting with the In-Rem attorney Anthony 
Carbone the following Thursday. The process would begin with anyone who had not contacted the Tax 
Office or made any payments.  Mr. Carbone would be sending a final letter and proceed from there.  In 
response to a question from Councilperson Borrelli, Mr. Mecca explained the In-Rem process.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 
 Director of Purchasing Sculky reported on the inoperability 10 Pearl Street elevator and 
presented three proposals for its repair.  Supervisor Morabito asked for input from the Town Board as a 
decision needed to be made very quickly. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
  
 Goldie Solomon stated that due to the lack of an elevator, handicapped people were not be able 
to attend the meetings and asked whether the meetings could be moved to another Rye Town facility.  
She reminded the Board that December 15, 2006 was Bill of Rights Day and she would be doing hand 
cancellations for all mail brought to the Post Office. 
 
                  * * * * * * * 
 Councilperson Villanova spoke on education for the Parks Department.  He presented a package 
from BOCES that contained information that could possibly save some money.  He also congratulated 
Mr. Sculky on the birth of his son.   
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Councilperson Mendicino mentioned that she was still in the process of getting a grant for a 
defibrillator.  Supervisor Morabito asked who would be responsible for operating the equipment.  Ms. 
Mendicino responded that a demonstration would be given at a future Town Board meeting and training 
would also be available to designated persons.       
 
      * * * * * * * 
 Councilperson Borrelli asked Receiver of Taxes Mecca if there was a current list of delinquent 
taxpayers to give to the Board.  Mr. Mecca replied that he had been updating a list which would be 
available shortly.  
 
       * * * * * * * 
 
 Supervisor Morabito also congratulated Mr. Sculky on the birth of his son.  He reported on the 
Park Commission meeting and noted that the Friends of Rye Town Park had planted thousands of bulbs.  
He discussed developing a Referendum for Proposal “RFP” for the Administration Building.  The 
Supervisor mentioned that he was pleased with the meeting with Les Storch and he felt that the Town of 
Rye was making progress with the well-being of the Town.  There would be additional revenues coming 
in from Rye Brook and Port Chester, as well as a settlement from the United Hospital.  He was hopeful 
that Rye Town would again have a reduction in County taxes.  There would be a budget workshop on 
December 5 at 5:00 P.M. as well as a Public Hearing on December 11 at 7:00 P.M.  The finalization of 
the budget must be passed by December 20. 
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by 
Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 P.M. 
 
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
         Hope B. Vespia  
         Town Clerk 



          MEETING HELD DECEMBER 05, 2006 

  

A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday, December 05, 2006 at  
5: 00 P.M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with 
Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
 

PRESENT:   in  addition  to  the  Supervisor   were   Councilpersons  Michele  Mendicino,    
          Dominick   Lagana,    Michael  J. Borrelli, William Villanova and Town Clerk   
          Hope B. Vespia 

 
 ALSO 

PRESENT:   Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town   
           Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli and Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons. 

     
 DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 ABSENT:      Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. Sapione, Town Assessor Mitchell   
            Markowitz and Representatives of the Court. 
 
 
       Janane Abel led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the  
Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 

 
          * * * * * * * 
    
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana the following 
Resolution was adopted:    
 

Bond Resolution of the Town of Rye, New York, Adopted December 05, 2006, Authorizing the 
Purchase of Various Service Vehicles for Use by the Town Park, Stating the Estimated Cost Thereof is 
$120,000, Appropriating Said Amount Therefore, and Authorizing the Issuance of  $120,000 Serial 
Bonds of Said Town to Finance Said Appropriation. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board (the “Town Board”) of the Town of Rye, Westchester 
County, New York (the “Issuer”) (by the favorable vote of not less than two-thirds of all the members of 
said Town Board) as follows: 
 

Section 1.  Based upon the review of this action by the Issuer, the Town Board hereby 
determines that it is a Type II Action under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (Article 8 of 
the Environmental Conservation Law) and therefore, no further environmental review is required.  
 

Section  2.  The Issuer is hereby authorized to purchase various service vehicles for constructing, 
reconstructing, repairing and maintaining physical public betterments or improvements, including but 
not limited to a (a) 2007 GMC Sierra truck, (b) 2006 GMC  Sierra truck, (c) 2006 Sierra dump truck, (d) 
Argimetal leaf blower with shaft, (e) John Deer utility vehicle, (f) Toro lawn 68” mower, and (g) 
miscellaneous apparatus for use by the Town Park in the Town.  The estimated maximum cost of said 
specific object or purpose, including costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, is $120,000 and 
said amount is hereby appropriated therefore.  The plan of financing includes the issuance of $120,000 
serial bonds of the Issuer to finance said appropriation, and the levy and collection of taxes on all the 
taxable real property of the  Issuer to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same 
shall become due and payable.  No amount has been previously authorized by the Issuer to be applied to 
the payment of such specific object or purpose.     
   

Section  3.  Serial bonds of the Issuer in the principal amount of $120,000 are hereby authorized 
to be issued pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, constituting Chapter 33-a of the 
Consolidated Laws of the State of New York (herein called “Law”), to finance said appropriation. 
  

Section 4.  The following additional matters are hereby determined and declared: 
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     (a) The period of probable usefulness of said specific object or purpose for which said 
$120,000 serial bonds authorized pursuant to this resolution are to be issued, within the 
limitations of subdivision 28 of paragraph a. of Section 11.00 of the Law, is as follows: 

 
(i)      2007 GMC Sierra truck               $25,000         10 years 
(ii)     2006 GMC Sierra truck               $25,000         10 years   

                       (iii)     2006 Sierra dump truck     $39,000  15 years 
            (iv)     Argimetal leaf  blower                $  3,000    5 years 
             (v)     John Deere utility vehicle    $  9,000    5 years 
            (vi)     Toro lawn mower     $  9,000           5 years 
            (vii)    Miscellaneous apparatus              $10,000           5 years 
 
 Section  5.  Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution and any bond anticipation notes 
issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds shall contain the recital of validity as prescribed by 
Section 52:00 of the Law and said bonds and any notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, shall be 
general obligations of the Issuer, payable as to both principal and interest by general tax upon all the 
taxable real property within the Issuer without limitation of rate or amount.  The faith and credit of the 
Issuer are hereby irrevocable pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and interest on said 
bonds and any notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds and provision shall be made annually 
in the budget of the Issuer by appropriation for (a) the amortization and redemption of the bonds and any 
notes issued in anticipation thereof to mature in such year and (b) the payment of interest to be due and 
payable in such year. 

 
Section 6.  Subject to the provisions of this resolution and of the Law and pursuant to the 

provisions of Section 21.00, Section 30.00, Section 50.00, Sections 56.00 to 60.00, and Section 63.00 of 
the Law, the powers and duties of the Town Board relative to authorizing bond anticipation notes and 
the renewals thereof, determining whether to issue bonds with substantially level or declining annual 
debt service, prescribing the terms, form and contents of the bonds herein authorized, bond anticipation 
notes issued in anticipation of said bonds and the renewals thereof, and any other powers or duties 
pertaining to or incidental to the sale and issuance of the bonds herein authorized, bond anticipation 
notes issued in anticipation of said bonds and the renewals  thereof, are hereby delegated to the 
Supervisor, the chief fiscal officer of the Issuer. 

 
Section 7.     The  validity  of  the bonds authorized  by this resolution  and any bond 

anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds, may be contested only if: 
 

a. such obligations are authorized for an object  or purpose for which the Issuer  is not 
authorized to expend money, or 
 

b. the provisions of  law  which  should  be  complied  with  at  the  date  of  the  publication  
of   this resolution, are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding 
contesting such validity, is commenced within twenty days after the date of  such 
publication, or 

 
c. such obligations  are authorized  in violation of the provisions  of the  constitution of the  

State of  New York. 
 
Section  8.   This resolution is adopted subject to permissive referendum and shall take effect  

thirty (30) days  after its adoption or, if a referendum is held,  upon the affirmative vote of a majority of 
the qualified electors of the Issuer voting on the referendum. 
 
 Section 9.     The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed, within ten (10) days after the 
adoption of this resolution, to cause this resolution to be (a) published in The Journal News, a newspaper 
published in White Plains, New York and the Westmore News,  a newspaper published in Port Chester, 
New York, both of which are hereby designated the official newspapers of the Town, and (b) posted on 
the sign board of the Town maintained pursuant to the Town Law, together with a  notice of the 
adoption thereof.  After this bond resolution shall take effect, the Town Clerk is hereby further directed 
to cause said bond resolution to be published, in full, together with a Notice attached in substantially the 
form prescribed in Section 81.00 of the Law, in said official newspapers of the Issuer. 
  



           December 05, 2006 
                      
 
 
 The adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call. 
 
 ROLL CALL:   
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Borrelli, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
 
          * * * * * * *  
 
 
  Repair of the Town building elevator was discussed and proposals were reviewed. Supervisor 
Morabito recommended that further information be gathered and the matter be tabled for the next 
meeting.     
 
          * * * * * * *  
          
   The Budget Workshop commenced and discussion among Board members transpired. Line 
items were examined and reviewed at length.   
 
           * * * * * * *  
 
   On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously 
adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 P. M.      
 
 
          Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
          Hope B. Vespia 
                                                                                                                 Town Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MEETING HELD DECEMBER 11, 2006 

 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Monday evening, 

December 11, 2006 at 7:00 P.M. in the Office of the Town Clerk, 10 Pearl Street, Port 

Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 

 PRESENT:      in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michael J.  

   Borrelli, Dominick Lagana, Michele Mendicino-Daly, William 

   J. Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia. 

 

 ALSO 

PRESENT: Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways 

Vincent A. Sapione, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town 

Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph M. 

Granchelli, Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and Confidential 

Secretary to the Supervisor Raymond L. Sculky. 

 

 ALSO  

 PRESENT:     A court stenographer who prepared a verbatim transcript of this 

   meeting—copy attached. 

 

 DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 ABSENT: Representatives of the Court. 

 

 Receiver of Taxes Mecca led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and 

Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer. 

 

     * * * * * * * 

 The purpose of this Public Hearing was to discuss the 2007 preliminary budget of 

the Town of Rye. 

 

 Supervisor Morabito declared the Public Hearing open and asked for comments 

from Board members and the public. 

 

 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino-Daly, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, 

the Public Hearing was closed. 

 

 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, 

the meeting was declared open. 

 

 Town Clerk Vespia read the resolution to adopt the 2007 Preliminary Budget 

of the Town of Rye. 

 

 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and 

unanimously adopted, the 2007 Preliminary Budget was adopted. 

 

     * * * * * * * 

 

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 

Councilperson Mendicino-Daly and unanimously  adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 

10:30 P. M. 

 

 

 

          Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

           Hope B. Vespia 

                      Town Clerk 



MEETING HELD DECEMBER 19, 2006 
 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Monday evening, 
December 19, 2006 at the Crawford Park Mansion, 122 North Ridge Street, Rye Brook New York at 
8:00 PM with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding.   
 
 PRESENT:    in  addition  to  the  Supervisor  were   Councilpersons  Michele  Mendicino,  
                                  Dominick Lagana, William Villanova and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia. 

 
ABSENT:      Councilperson Michael Borrelli 
 

 ALSO 
 PRESENT:     Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Town Accountant David Byrnes, Town 
   Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli, Deputy 
   Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 
            
 DEPARTMENT  HEADS  
 ABSENT:       Superintendent of  Highways Vincent A. Sapione, Assessor Mitchell Markowitz 
                         and Representatives of the Court. 
 
 County Legislator Martin Rogowsky led the Pledge of Allegiance and the video recorder was in 
use during the proceedings.  Supervisor Morabito read the Opening Prayer. 
 

* * * * * * * 
Supervisor Morabito asked for a moment of silence for the recent demise of Susan Di Pace, who 

served as a long-time member of the Friends of Rye Town Park. 
 

* * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously 
adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on November 28, 2006 were approved as presented. 
 
      * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino and unanimously 
adopted, the minutes of the meeting held on December 05, 2006 were approved as presented. 
 
      * * * * * *  
 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the elevator in the Town Office Building located at 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, 
New York, has broken down requiring immediate repair, and 
 
 WHEREAS, entrance to the second and third floor offices and court room cannot be accessed by 
disabled persons, without elevator service, and 
 
 WHEREAS, under the Americans with Disability Act, access must be provided, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the elevator failure requires immediate emergency repair, therefore competitive 
bidding cannot be had under the circumstances; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor of the Town of Rye, New 
York, be and he hereby is authorized to enter into an agreement for repair and renovation of the elevator 
with Unitec Elevator Company, located at 13-02  44th Avenue, Long Island City, New York 11101, who 
has been maintaining the elevator over the past several years and is thoroughly familiar with said 
elevator, located in the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, and  
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the allotment of $17,710.00 in the 2006 Town budget, a 
second allotment of $17, 710.00 in the 2007 Town budget and the payment of $15,180.00 by the Village 
of Port Chester totaling $50,600.00 are therefore authorized for said work. 
 
 
 



 
           December 19, 2006 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSENT: Councilperson Borrelli 
  
      * * * * * * * 
. Supervisor Morabito commended his secretary Raymond L. Sculky for his prompt attention to 
the details regarding the particulars of the elevator.  He also thanked the Justices for acting above and 
beyond the call of duty in assisting court clientele, hearing cases in the front section of the Clerk’s 
Office to accommodate those who could not make the stairs. 
 
      * * * * * * * 

 A presentation by George Klein and Carol Schultz of the Sierra Club regarding the Westchester 
County Airport was given in length, the main concern being the proximity to Rye Lake, part of the New 
York City Reservoir system.  Increased flights and volume would increase the chance of pollutants 
entering the water.  Supervisor Morabito informed the members of the Sierra Club that in fact the Town 
Board had drafted a resolution supporting the efforts of the club and their stance against any expansion 
at the airport.  He added that he himself had been a member of the Sierra Club for over 15 years.  Town 
Clerk Vespia was asked to have club literature available in her office for anyone interested.  
Congresswoman Nita Lowey had for sometime been concerned about closing the main concession 
parking facility.  The Pre-9/11 closings should be re-established, thereby curtailing the traffic in the 
airport.  There would probably be a Public Hearing sometime in February, 2007 to look into expansion.  
The suggestion was proposed that phone calls and letters be addressed to local legislators and to contact 
them either by phone at 995-2800 or by mail to the Westchester County Office Building, White Plains, 
New York. 
      * * * * * * * 

 Westchester County Legislator Martin Rogowsky gave a brief outline of the Westchester County 
2007 Budget that was adopted on Monday, December 17, 2006.  He made special note of the fact that 
the consolidated sewer district was accepted after more than 15 years of meetings and discussions.  That 
consolidation should result in a rather substantial savings in the sewer tax for the residents of the Village 
of Port Chester, who had for many years paid one of the highest sewer taxes in Westchester County.  He 
also noted that most residents in the Town of Rye should receive little or no increase in Westchester 
County Property tax.  He concluded by giving some percentages of the Medicare and Medicaid portion 
the County paid and the different increases in property taxes around the County.  He also outlined the 
distribution of Westchester County sales tax to the various schools and villages in the Town. 
 

      * * * * * * *     

 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Comptroller of the Town of Rye has requested that the Town Board make 
proper Budget transfers to the 2006 Budget, which would account for the allocation of the Budgetary 
Accounts, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Comptroller of the Town of Rye has requested authority from the Town Board 
to execute Budget transfers;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye 
authorizes the Town Comptroller to make Modifications and Transfer Requests to the 2006 Budget as 
follows: 
 
 
      * * * * * * *       
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       Line Item Line Item Line Item 
         Budget   Budget   Budget 
       This Year  Transfer This Year 
             As          As 
Account Description Code   Adopted Increase Amended 
          2006         (Unexpended)       2006           

 
Training and Fees  1110.0400     1,000           500      1,500 
Office Supplies     1110.0418     2,000      3,000       5,000 
Library Costs   1110.0419     1,500             1,000                   2,500 
Office Expense   1220.0402     3,000    (3,000)                      0 
Office Supplies   1220.0418     1,000      6,000        7,000 
Data Processing   1315.0427     1,500      2,100        3,600 
Outside Auditor’s   1320.0403   28,000      9,200               37,200 
Tax Bills Printing Cost  1330.0405     9,000      7,000    16,000 
Office Supplies   1330.0418                  1,500            500                   2,000 
Printing and Printer  1330.0460      7,000    (7,000)                      0 
Postage    1330.0425    17,000        2,000    19,000 
Assistants – Part Time  1330.0513    25,500       3,000    28,500  
Office Supplies   1355.0418      2,200        1,000        3,200 
Tax Mapping   1355.0426    10,000       1,000    11,000 
Outside Consultants  1355.0480    30,000       6,000          36,000 
Field Person   1355.0517    40,000       7,000    47,000 
Part Time   1355.0518    36,000       4,295    40,295 
Business Machine Maint.  1410.0414      1,000       2,600        3,600 
Office Supplies   1410.0418      2,500       3,200        5,700 
Intermediate Clerk  1410.0535    29,000             (15,000)     14,000 
Preservation-Records  1410.0465      5,000               15,000     20,000 
Office Supplies   1420.0418         400              600         1,000 
Library Costs   1420.0419      2,500        5,000         7,500 
Asst. Town Prosecutor  1420.0428             0        3,500         3,500 
Other Legal Counsel  1420.0495    85,000               90,000          175,000 
Inspectors   1450.0419    56,000              (26,000)     30,000 
Assistants   1450.0420      7,500     (4,000)        3,500 
Telephone Systems  1620.0418    14,500              (14,500)                       0 
Elevator Maintenance  1620.0430      3,100      17,000     20,100 
Utilities    1620.0434    28,500      32,500     61,000  
Telephone Comm. Costs  1650.0431    12,900      14,500     27,400 
Revaluation   1955.0000  110,000      21,500         131,500 
Security    3075.0403      8,500                946         9,446 
Buildings and Grounds  7110.0449  165,000              120,000        285,000 
Utilities    7110.0450    15,000            2,000     17,000 
Machine and R & M  7110.0451    25,000        15,000            40,000 
Part Time Attendants  7110.0538    19,380               (19,380)                       0 
Part Time/Seasonal Attend. 7180.0540    81,600         29,380  110,980 
Rye Town Park-Operations 7180.0100    55,000         30,000     85,000 
Rye Town Park – Cap. Imp. 7180.0450    25,000                (25,000)                        0 
Debt Service   9901.0000           169,441         37,559               207,000 
     Totals             1,138,021     380,000             1,518,021 
Financing Source(s) of Appropriations Increases 
 
Revenues 
      Earnings of Investments     2401    190,000   210,000   400,000 
       Mortgage Tax      3005               1,100,000  170,000              1,270,000 
 
  Totals                 1,290,000  380,000              1,670,000 

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:       Councilpersons  Mendicino, Lagana, Villanova and Supervisor Morabito  
NOES:       None 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Borrelli 
 
      

 
 
 



 
         December 19, 2006 
 
On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, a short recess was 

called at 9:24 PM. 
 
On motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by Councilperson Villlanova, the meeting 

reconvened at 9:45PM. 
 
     * * * * * * * 
           
Deputy Commissioner of Public Safety Mioli reported that the season at Rye Town Park had 

ended a very good summer with no major problems and thankfully no loss of life.  He also commended 
his staff for their service protecting all patrons of Rye Town Park and Crawford Park and outlined the 
many positive comments he had received throughout the season.  He also addressed questions presented 
to him regarding the uniform and the rules governing the carrying of fire arms by members of his 
department. 

     * * * * * * 

Receiver of Taxes Mecca distributed to the Town Board members an updated list of all property 
owners who were delinquent and the amounts they owed as had been requested at a previous meeting.  
He also pointed out that the In Rem attorney would wait until after the holidays to mail out letters. 

 
     * * * * * * * 

Saverio Terenzi, 12 Lawridge Drive, Rye Brook had questions about the 2005 and 2006 fund 
balances including various procedures in bookkeeping and accounting, which Town Accountant Brynes 
answered. 

     * * * * * * * 

Bernard Abel, Rye Brook questioned the uniform of the Rye Town Security guard present was 
wearing at the meeting.  He also asked what caliber revolver the guard was wearing to which Deputy 
Commissioner Mioli responded, noting the fact that they followed the rules set down by the FBI. 

    

                         * * * * * * * 

Richard Keeler, North Regent Street, Port Chester questioned the various taxes paid by residents 
of the Town of Rye.  Supervisor Morabito explained the different taxing entities and that the Town tax 
was by far the smallest of them all. 

     * * * * * * * 

Robert Nioras, Hillandale Road, Rye Brook questioned health benefits payments to retired 
employees, to which Supervisor Morabito commented that the Town of Rye employees, including 
retirees, had contributed to their health insurance premiums since 1994, when he was elected Supervisor, 
and the percentage of contribution was raised from time to time. 

 
     * * * * * * * 

Linda Turturino, Birch Street thanked the Sierra Club members for their hard work and concern 
for the environment. 

     * * * * * * * 

Joseph Carvin thanked the Board for televising the Board meetings and thanked Legislator 
Rogowsky for the news that Westchester County Sewer Tax was lower for many of the residents of the 
Town of Rye, but still felt that the Town Tax levy could be eliminated.  He also questioned the lack of 
text in the beginning of the Rye Town Budget, similar to that of Rye Brook.  The reason behind the text 
in the Rye Brook Budget was in the form of outlining the many departments which the Town of Rye no 
longer had. 

     * * * * * *  

 Councilperson Mendicino updated the Board on the defibrillator, again mentioning the fact of the 
strong possibility of having one given as a donation.  She offered her best wishes for the New Year to 
all. 
 

     * * * * * * 
 



 

          December 19, 2006 

 

 Councilperson Lagana wished to echo Councilperson Mendicino’s best wishes for the coming 
New Year and thanked all for their contributions to make 2006 a positive year. 
 

* * * * * * 

 

 Councilperson Villanova voiced his opinion on the proceedings after coming through the first 
budget cycle as a Rye Town Councilperson.  He wanted to bring to the Board’s attention that in 2010 the 
Town of Rye would be 350 years old and thought something very special should be planned.  He also 
wished to extend his best wishes to all in the coming New Year. 
 
      * * * * * *  

 Supervisor Morabito commented that all in all he felt that the Town of Rye ran very smoothly on 
a very low tax rate.  The average residential town tax was between $50.00 and $65.00.  Taking into 
consideration the Town was running two parks, collecting over $149,000,000.00, guaranteeing all 
County, School and Village levies, assessing over 11,000 parcels and maintaining a Town Clerk’s 
Office and a Court, it was a lot of service for a little tax.  He summed up by noting his feelings for a very 
good year as far as the Town’s operations were concerned and wished all the best in the coming year. 
 

      * * * * * *  

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Mendicino, seconded by 
Councilperson Lagana and unanimously accepted, the meeting was adjourned at 11:05 P.M. 
 
 

 

            Respectfully submitted, 

 

            Hope B. Vespia 
            Town Clerk 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	ROLL CALL:
	MEETING HELD MARCH 28, 2006
	MEETING HELD AUGUST 22, 2006
	A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, August 22, 2006  at 8:00 P. M. in the Courtroom of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding.
	ALSO
	PRESENT: Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways Vincent A.
	John Walter led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings.
	Supervisor Morabito brought before the Town Board the resolution for “Payment In Lieu of Taxes” agreements for Reckson Operation Partnership, L.P and 800 Westchester Avenue. He requested that those resolutions be tabled and a special meeting be calle...
	Account Description Code   Adopted Increase Amended

