
MEETING HELD JANUARY 20, 2004 

 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 

January 20, 2004 at 8:15 P.M. in the Court Room of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 

Chester, New York,  with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 PRESENT, in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino Daly, John P.  
   Walter, Dominick Lagana, Michael J. Borrelli and  Deputy  Town  Clerk Linda A.  
   Lyons. 
 ABSENT: Town Clerk Frances C. Nugent. 
 ALSO 
 PRESENT: Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Town Assessor Mitchell  Markowitz, Town 
   Comptroller  Joseph  M.  Granchelli  and  Director  of  Purchasing  Raymond  L.  
   Sculky. 
 DEPT. HEADS 
 ABSENT: Receiver  of  Taxes  Hope  B. Vespia,  Superintendent  of  Highways  Vincent  A.  
   Sapione and Representatives of the Court. 
 
 Goldie Solomon led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance, and a tape recorder was is use 
during the proceedings.  Councilman Borrelli read the opening prayer. 
 
       * * * * * * *      
 Judge Colangelo was present and  officially swore in Supervisor Robert A. Morabito, 
Councilmen Michael  J. Borrelli and Dominick Lagana. 
 
       * * * * * * *      
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following 
Resolution was adopted:   

RESOLVED, that MONROE Y. MANN, residing at 12 Puritan Drive, Port Chester, New York, 
be and he hereby is re-appointed Town Attorney and re-appointed Town Prosecutor on a month to 
month basis, and shall be compensated, as provided for in the budget payable in equal bi-weekly 
installments and it is further 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 102, Article 8 of the Town Law, as   
amended, all expenses necessarily incurred by authorization of the Town Board and paid by said Town 
Attorney in executing the duties of said office, shall be a Town Charge. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli & Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None   
       * * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 WHEREAS, the Town Attorney of the Town of Rye has re-appointed Carolyn H. Mann, residing 
at 12 Puritan Drive, Port Chester, New York, as Deputy Town Attorney and Deputy Town Prosecutor 
for the Town of Rye, New York  on a month to month basis to run concurrently with the terms of the 
Town Attorney of the Town of Rye at no compensation; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RE SOLVED, that pursuant to the  provisions of Section 20, (2) of the Town 
Law, as amended, all expenses necessarily incurred by authorization of the Town Board and paid by said 
Deputy Town Attorney and Deputy Town Prosecutor in executing her duties of said office, shall be a 
Town charge. 
  

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:    Councilperson Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito  

NOES:    None  
* * * * * * *      
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On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana,  the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that JOSEPH M. GRANCHELLI,  residing at 1071 Grove Street, Mamaroneck, 
New York 10543,  be and he hereby is re-appointed a member of the RYE TOWN PARK 
COMMISSION for a term of two (2) years, commencing January 1, 2004 and ending December 31, 
2005. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:     None 
       * * * * * * *      
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that JOSEPH A. GRANCHELLI,  residing at 1071 Grove Street, Mamaroneck, 
New York, be and he hereby is re-appointed Town Comptroller for the Town of Rye, on a month to 
month basis, and be it further 
 RESOLVED, that he shall be compensated as provided for in the budget, payable in equal bi-
weekly installments. 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Moraabito  

NOES:      None 
* * * * * * *      

On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, Chapter 49 of the Laws of 1988 added a new Section 11-c to the New York 
Domestic Relations Law empowering the governing body of any Village, Town, or City to appoint one 
or more Marriage Officers and fix their compensation; and 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye, a duly constituted Town of the First Class, 
deems it necessary and proper to create the position of Marriage Officer possessing statutory authority to 
solemnize marriages within the Town of Rye; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of such Section 11-c 
of the Domestic Relations Law, Supervisor Robert A. Morabito, the Town Clerk Frances C. Nugent are 
hereby appointed Marriage Officers of the Town of Rye and be it 
 FURTHER RESOLVED, that the said ROBERT A. MORABITO and FRANCES C. NUGENT 
shall be paid up to seventy-five ($75.00), or such amount as shall be authorized by law, for each 
marriage at which he or she officiates, which compensation shall be in addition to the compensation 
received as SUPERVISOR and TOWN CLERK, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that this appointment shall be effective January 1, 2004 and shall 
continue for a term ending December 31, 2004. 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito  

 NOES:     None 
  
 The Supervisor stated that the Board requested the term be reduced from a two year term to a one 
year term. 
       * * * * * * *       
 On  motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye has heretofore created the Office of Director 
of Purchasing AS PER Section 20 (3) (e) of the Town Law of the State of New York;  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that RAYMOND L. SCULKY,  residing at 325 King 
Street, Port Chester, New York, be and he hereby is appointed Director of Purchasing for the Town of 
Rye, New York for a two year term, effective January 1, 2004 and expiring December 31, 2005; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that he shall receive no compensation as said Director of 
Purchasing. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito  

NOES:     None 
 
 * * * * * * * 
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On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson  Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 WHEREAS, BARBARA ADAMS, residing at Grasslands Road, Valhalla, New York, be and 
she is hereby appointed a part time hourly consultant in the Assessor’s Office of the Town of Rye 
effective January 2, 2004, 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Barbara Adams be and she hereby will be 
compensated at the rate of $31.00 per hour after receipt of a time sheet and will not receive any 
employee benefits. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana. Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:      None 
    
 Supervisor Morabito reiterated to the Board that Barbara Adams was sited in the audit report.  
She was hired on a contractual basis as she is a retiree from the NY State Retirement System.  It will be 
determined if she will be hired as a contractor or an employee by next month. 
 

* * * * * * *      
 
On motion of Councilperson   Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson  Walter, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 WHEREAS, MONICA BARACH, residing at 935 The Parkway, Mamaroneck, New York, be 
and she is hereby appointed a part time hourly consultant in the Assessor’s Office of the Town of Rye 
effective January 2, 2004, 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Monica Barach be and she hereby will be 
compensated at the rate of $25.00 per hour after receipt of a time sheet and will not receive any 
employee benefits. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:     None 
       * * * * * * *      
  
 On motion of Councilperson  Lagana, seconded by Councilperson  Walter, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 WHEREAS, JENNIFER DELISA, residing at 41 Washington Street, Port Chester, New York, be 
and she is hereby appointed a part time hourly employee in the office of the Assessor of the Town of 
Rye effective January 2, 2004, 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said Jennifer Delisa be and she hereby  will be 
compensated at $10.00 per hour after receipt of a time sheet and will not receive any employee benefits. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:     None 
 
 A brief description of the part time employees in the Assessors was given by Mr. Markowitz. 
 
       * * * * * * *      
  

On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that effective immediately,  R. DAN AHNE, residing at  81 Post Place, Harrison, 
New York, be and he hereby is re-appointed a Guard-Part time in the Justice Court of the Town of Rye 
at a compensation of $5200, payable in equal, bi-weekly installments 
  
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:     None  
 
       * * * * * * *      
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 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilman Lagana, the following 
Resolution  was adopted: 
 RESOLVED,  that NICHOLAS C. MECCA, residing at 45 Alto Avenue, Port Chester, New 
York, be and he hereby is designated as ELECTION COORDINATOR/CUSTODIAN of VOTING 
MACHINES for the Town of Rye; and be it further 
 RESOLVED, that he be compensated for such service in the amount of $5,000 for the year 
commencing January 1, 2004, through December 31, 2004. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:     None  
       * * * * * * *      
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following Resolution 
was adopted: 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye intends to continue its policy of diligent 
enforcement of outstanding property tax liens; and 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye believes it to be in the best interests of the Town 
of Rye to designate outside counsel to represent the Town in In-Rem Foreclosure actions; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that WILLIAM J. GIACOMO, with offices located at 
211 South Ridge Street, Rye Brook, New York, be and he hereby is designated as Special Counsel to the 
Town of Rye for the purpose of representing the Town of Rye in In-Rem Tax Foreclosure proceedings for a 
two year term commencing January 1, 2004 and ending December 31, 2005; and be it further 
 RESOLVED, that the Town shall be responsible for paying said counsel the sum of $350 per parcel 
against which enforcement proceedings shall be commenced, payable 1/2 at the time of the commencement 
of the action with the filing of list of delinquent taxpayers, and the balance at the conclusion of the matter; 
and be it further 
 RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye shall be responsible for any costs and disbursement arising from 
this matter, including, but not limited to the cost of any title searches, legal advertising, postage, 
photocopying Court filing fees, and shall reimburse same at the time they arise. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:     None 
       * * * * * * *      
  
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that Donald M. Mc Grath, MAI, CRE, ASA of Mc Grath & Co., Inc., Real Estate 
Appraisers & Counselors, 1069 Main Street, Fishkill, New York 12524, be and he hereby is designated 
as  TOWN CERTIORARI AND ASSESSMENT REVIEW CONSULTANT of the Town of Rye, New 
York effective January 1, 2004 and ending December 31, 2004, and 
 RESOLVED, said services may include expert witness testimony in connection with litigation 
cases before the Town of Rye, and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the expenditures of services for Mc Grath & Co. shall not 
exceed the amount budgeted for such professional assistance, as amended from time to time, and shall 
be approved by the  Town Board. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:      None 
       * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that SALVATORE BAMBARA,  residing at 17  Alto Avenue, Port Chester, New 
York, be and he is hereby designated  to provide Bailiff services to the Justice Court of the Town of 
Rye, New York, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that he be compensated for such services in the amount not to 
exceed $3,000.00 per year. 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:     None 
       * * * * * * * 
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 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino Daly,  seconded  by Councilperson Walter,  the 
following Resolution was adopted:                                  
 RESOLVED that the Third Tuesday of each month be and the same is hereby designated as the 
regular meeting date of the Town Board of the Town of Rye for the year 2004 and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that at such meetings the Town Board will follow ROBERT’S 
RULES OF ORDER , with a three minute limit for each person to speak on any issue,  shall be adhered to 
during the proceedings. 
 ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito  
 NOES:   None 
       * * * * * * *      
 On  motion  of   Councilperson Lagana,   seconded  by  Councilperson Walter,   the    following  
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that the JOURNAL NEWS,  and the WESTMORE NEWS are designated as the 
Official Newspapers of the Town of Rye for publication of notices, resolutions or ordinances affecting the 
Town of Rye for the year 2004. 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito    
 NOES:  None     
       * * * * * * *      
 On  motion of  Councilperson Lagana,  seconded   by  Councilperson  Borrelli,  the following  
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that Anne M. Capeci and  Hope B. Vespia be and they are  hereby  designated 
Representative and Alternate, respectively, to the Annual Meeting of the Association of Towns to be 
held in New York City, February 15 – 18, 2004. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borreilli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:   None   
       * * * * * * *       
 On   motion   of  Councilperson Borrelli, seconded  by  Councilperson  Walter,  the   following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that BENNETT KIELSON STORCH DE SANTIS & CO. LLP,  1 Barker Avenue, 
White Plains, NY 10601 be and they hereby are designated Auditors, for Certifications of the 2003 
Financial Statements of the Town of Rye and the Town of Rye Justice Department, pursuant to Law at a fee 
not to exceed $23,000; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the contract for  providing such certifications be filed in the 
office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Rye. 
 ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
            NOES:  None 
     * * * * * * *       
            On   motion  of    Councilperson  Lagana,   seconded  by  Councilperson  Walter,  the  following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that by virtue of Article 4, Section 64 of the Town Law authorizing the Town 
Board  to designate, by resolution, the banks and trust companies  in this State in which the Supervisor, 
Town Clerk, Receiver of Taxes and Councilmen shall deposit all monies coming into their hands, the 
Town Board does hereby designate the following as an additional  depository for the year 2004 who  has 
complied with requirements laid down by the Board for the depositories of funds for the Town of Rye: 
 The Bank of New York, County Trust Region, 122 N. Main Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 
 Chase Manhattan Bank of Westchester, 73 Purchase Street, Rye, New York 10580 
 Chase Manhattan  Bank, 55 Water Street, New York City, New York 10041 
 Hudson Valley Bank, 500 Westchester Ave., Port Chester, NY 10573 
 MBIA, Municipal Investors Service Corp., CLASS Product, 113 New King St., Armonk, NY               
 M & T Bank, Hudson Valley Div., 303 S. Broadway, Suite 130, Tarrytown, NY 10591 
 Wachovia Bank, 133 N. Main Street, Port Chester, New York 10573       
            ROLL CALL: 

AYES:           Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana,  and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:        None 

ABSTAINED:  Councilperson Borrelli  
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 Councilman Borrelli abstained from voting as he sits on the Hudson Valley Business 
Development Board and he doesn’t want any conflicts. 
 
       * * * * * * * 
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded  by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED,  that the following banks, previously designated as depositories of the Town of 
Rye must submit a Custodial Agreement when and if the current Agreement is revised, amended or 
changed in any way: 
  Hudson Valley Bank, 500 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, NY 10573 
  The Bank of New York, County Trust Region, N. Main Street, Port Chester, NY 1073 
  M & T Bank, Hudson Valley Div., 303 S. Broadway, Tarrytown, New York 10591 
  Commerce Bank, N.A., 9000 Atrium Way, Mt. Laurel, New Jersey 08054 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Custodial Agreements must be filed in the Office of 
the Town Clerk of the Town of Rye, New York. 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES : Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana  and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES :  None 

ABSTAINED:   Councilperson Borrelli 
       
 Councilman Borrelli abstained from voting as he sits on the Hudson Valley Business 
Development Board and he doesn’t want any conflicts. 
 

* * * * * * *   
On  motion  of  Councilperson   Lagana ,  seconded   by  Councilperson   Walter,  the  following 

Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that SAVERIO L. TERENZI, CPA, 225 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, New 
York 10573 be and he is hereby designated to provide Professional Accounting Services to the Town of 
Rye, on a month to month  basis, and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Saverio L. Terenzi shall be compensated, as provided for in the 
budget, to be paid on a monthly basis. 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
NOES:     None 

       * * * * * * *       
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to enter into an agreement with JOHN ZICCA 
LANDSCAPING, INC., with business located at 423 Willett Avenue, Port Chester, New York, for 
landscaping services in the Cemeteries under the jurisdiction of the Town of Rye in the amount of 
$450.00 per month for a period of eight (8) months and be it further 
 RESOLVED, that the said agreement be filed in the office of the Town Clerk of the Town of 
Rye. 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES: Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor       Morabito 
 NOES:    None 
       * * * * * * *      
 On   motion  of  Councilperson Lagana,  seconded   by   Councilperson Walter      ,  the   following  
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized to publish notices, resolutions or 
ordinances in the Official Newspapers, when and if she deems it advisable or necessary. 
 ROLL CALL:     
     AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito        
 NOES:  None 
       
       * * * * * * * 
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 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that all authorized personnel of the Town of Rye using their own vehicles for Official   
Business,  be  compensated  at  the  rate  of   $.25 per  mile  commencing  January 1, 2004, and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said personnel shall be required to keep a mileage log of each 
and every such trip made, which will be reviewed by the Supervisor or designated Confidential Secretary  
before payment is approved. 
 ROLL CALL: 
            AYES: Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None 
       * * * * * * * 
   
            On motion of  Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following  Resolution 
was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be and he hereby is authorized to file his Annual Supervisor's 
Report within sixty (60) days after the close of the year and to publish the same. 
 ROLL CALL: 
            AYES:  Councilpersons  Mendicino  Daly,  Walter,  Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito         
 NOES:   None 
          * * * * * * *      
  
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLOVED,  that approval is granted for the payment of dues to the Association of Towns of 
the State of New York for the year beginning January 1, 2004 in the amount of   $1,000.00. 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:     Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:     None 
       * * * * * * * 
 

On   motion   of  Councilperson  Lagana,  seconded    by   Councilperson  Walter, the   following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED that the following rates for Crawford Park use be and hereby are set, effective as of 
January 1, 2004 
 
 MANSION RATES FOR WEDDINGS ONLY: 
             $   250.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . Deposit 
             $1,000.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1st 5 Hours 
             $   220.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . Per Hour for Every Hour After the Initial 5 Hours 
 

MANSION RATES FOR NON-WEDDINGS: 
             $  150.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deposit 
             $  575.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . .1st 4 Hours 
             $  110.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Each Additional Hour 

 
PAVILION RATES: 

             $  170.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Flat Fee 
             $    25.00. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Per Hour 
 
 BALL FIELD RATE:  
             $    30.00. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Flat Fee – For Three Hours 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:       None 
        

* * * * * * * 
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 On   motion  of  Councilperson  Mendicino  Daly,     seconded  by  Councilperson  Lagana,   the  
 following Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Robert A. Morabito be authorized to advance Town Funds, up to 
$150,000.00, to run the day to day basic operation of Rye Town Park and or Rye Town Park 
Commission. 

FURTHER RESOVED, that a monthly report of expenditures be furnished by the Town 
Comptroller to the Town Board. 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 

 NOES:   None 
       * * * * * * *      
  

On motion of Councilman Borrelli, seconded by Councilman Lagana, the following Resolution 
was adopted: 
 RESOLVED,  that   as per Section 29 (3) of the Town Law of the State of New York, monies 
shall be disbursed only by checks payable to the person or persons entitled thereto by facsimile 
signatures of the  Supervisor  and Comptroller of the Town of Rye, as reproduced by a machine or 
device  commonly known  as a  check signer. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Lagana, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:     None 
       * * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Mendicino Daly, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the 
following Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that as per Section 77B of the Municipal Law of the State of New York, 
Department Heads and/or employees attending meetings, conferences, training schools, etc.  on behalf 
of the Town of Rye, New York, must receive approval from the Town Board . 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:      None 
       * * * * * * *      
  
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the minutes of 
December 11, 2003 were unanimously adopted.   On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 
Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the minutes of December 19, 2003 were unanimously adopted.  The 
minutes of November 19, 2002 and December 15, 2003 were tabled. 
 
       * * * * * * *     
 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
 
  TOWN CLERK FRANCES C. NUGENT, for the month of December, 2003: 
   Total amount to Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,073.43 
 
  CRAWFORD PARK for the month of December, 2003. . . $2,200.00 
 
       * * * * * * *      
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino Daly, seconded by Councilperson Walter and 
unanimously adopted, the request from the Village of Rye Brook for the use of 11 voting machines for 
its upcoming election of Tuesday, March 16, 2004 was approved. 
 
       * * * * * * *      
 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously 
adopted, approval was given to the Rye Brook Youth Soccer for the use of Crawford Park for their 
spring 2004 season with the exception of Saturday, June 19, 2004, as there is a conflict on that day.  
Raymond so informed Ken Finder. 
 
       * * * * * * *      
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 The Deputy Clerk stated there were two Resolutions not on the agenda. 
 
 ROLL CALL on no objection:  There were none. 
 

On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLVED, that McGrath & Company, Real Estate Appraisers & Counselors, 1069 Main 
Street, Fishkill, New York,  be and they hereby are designated to provide Valuation Consulting Services 
to the Town of Rye, New York,  to review commercial and industrial assessed valuations currently being 
prepared by the revaluation company, MJW Consulting, Inc, and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attached schedule for professional services is hereby 
approved.  The scope of the services will be determined and approved by the Town prior to 
commencement. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor  Morabito 
 NOES:     None 
  
 Assessor Markowitz stated “The intent is to provide the Town with technical assistants as part of 
revaluations project.  After we receive a set of valuations for the commercial properties it is up to the 
Town to review those properties and ensure that the modeling that John is doing as MJW Consultants, 
we concur with, as well as trying to critique his model and make sure that from our standpoint as the 
Town the model makes sense and reflects what we believe to be the market place within the Town”.  
The Supervisor concurred  stating Mitchell has the final say on revaluation, thus Mr. McGrath will be 
assisting in the final two sets of numbers to verify that we have as accurate and creditable numbers as 
possible.   
 Councilman Walter asked who hired McGrath and is this money budgeted to which the 
Supervisor replied McGrath is hired by the Town not MJW Consulting and yes the money is in the 
budget.  Councilwoman Mendicino Daly asked how long it will take, being concerned with the fee to 
which the Supervisor replied this is an extremely important component, the state wants to see 
documentation that these numbers are true and accurate, whatever the cost is it has to be done. 
 
       * * * * * * *       
 

On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED,  that The Landmark Appraisal Group, Inc., Real Estate Appraisers-Consultants are 
hereby designated to review a representative number of residential properties as part of a town wide 
reassessment for the Town of Rye, New York, and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said review is estimated at $140.00 per property for an 
estimated 100 (+) – (-) properties. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:      None 
  
 Assessor Markowitz explained that this is an effort on part of the Town to review the work of 
MJW Consulting, to insure that the product is fair and representative of all Town residence.  What 
Landmark Appraisal will be doing is looking at a select group of residential properties, we would give 
them the property record cards, we would give the proposed values and they would be going out with 
the property record cards physically looking at the property from a public right of way to see that the 
property record appears to match what is on the property record card and then they would be looking at 
the value and determining if they agree with the value projected by MJW Consulting.  If they disagree 
they will tell us what they think the value should be with supporting documentation. 
 Councilman Lagana summarized it as we hired MJW Consulting, but we have the checks and 
balances of Jonke, McGrath, yourself and Landmark to which the assessor concurred. 
 The Supervisor stated the State and County are involved and very impressed with the procedure 
the Town is using. 
 
       * * * * * * *      
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 The Town Attorney was advised by  e-mail from June Maxon, that she indents to commence an 
action  against Rye Town because the Town Justices have not properly taken and filed their oath of 
office.  The Supervisor stated this woman does this all over the state.  Both Judge Colangelo and Judge 
Provenzano signed their oath of office perfectly with the Town of Rye. 
 
       * * * * * * *      
 The Assessor stated his office completed the Village of Port Chester and Village of Rye Brook 
assessment rolls for this fiscal year 2004 and February 17th, 2004 is grievance day in the two villages.  
He  gave a summation  on reval and what was to transpire in the month of February.  A Public Hearing 
is to take place March 1, 2004 regarding the Homestead Tax Option. 
 
       * * * * * * *      
 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Walter, and unanimously 
adopted a Public Hearing date is set for Monday, March 1, 2004 at the Port Chester Middle School 
Auditorium, 12 Bowman Avenue, Rye Brook, New York at 7:30 P.M. regarding the Homestead Act. 
     
       * * * * * * * 

The Town Clerk’s office is mailing out letter’s to  Rye Brook residents alerting them that per NY 
State Law all dogs must be licensed and to date there has been a good response. 

   
Nicholas Mecca informed the Board that the Primary Election is March 2nd and the Village 

Elections are March 16th, 2004.  According to the law the machines are not suppose to be reset for 30 
days, however, upon contacting the Board of Election they could wave that so the machines could be set 
up for the Village Elections.   The Board of Election said the Town could condense as much as possible 
for the Primary which would bring the number of voting machines down from 31 to 19 machines. 

 
      * * * * * * *      

 On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, and 
unanimously adopted the meeting for Tuesday, March 16, 2004 is changed to Monday, March 15, 2004 
due to the Village Elections. 

      * * * * * * *      
 The Supervisor reported the Rye Town Park Commission voted to put out Response For 
Proposals (RFP) for the restoration of the duck pond.  The Town Clerk will publish a  Public Notice 
advertising for bids, with a return date of February 20, 2004, to the Town Clerk’s office.  We are in 
receipt of a $489,000.00 grant, the Friends of Rye Town Park raised over $150,000.00 and both the City 
and Town of Rye will fund up to $50,000.00.  The project should be completed around Labor Day. 

 
Supervisor Morabito asked Councilperson Borrelli to set a date for the Soccer Committee to 

meet in February and notify those serving on the committee. 
 
Supervisor Morabito thanked Councilperson Borrelli for serving as Deputy Supervisor for the 

year 2003,  “he filled in nicely for me”, noting it was a pleasure working with him. 
To fulfill the obligation going forth from January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2004, by virtue of the 

authority vested in him pursuant to law, he appointed Councilperson Michele Mendicino Daly as Deputy 
Supervisor. 

      * * * * * * *      
 Councilperson Borrelli stated he would meet with the Soccer Committee to revaluate what is 
going on in the two villages as far as what they are doing with respect to soccer fields.  He also stated 
the public should be aware a Board of Ethics Committee is going to be set up soon. 

 
Councilperson Lagana stated he attended the Friends of Rye Town Park dinner at the Coveleigh 

Club and Lisa Easton made a presentation on the history of the Rye Town Park Administration Building 
and was wondering if this could be put on our Website.  Supervisor Morabito said he spoke with Lisa 
after the dinner and she said she would digitally format the actual text of her speech as well as the 
graphics and pictures of the history of Rye Town Park from its inception with the Legislative Act to date 
for our website for anyone interested in viewing it.   

      
* * * * * * *      
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 The Supervisor received correspondence from the Westchester Municipal Officials Association 
which formally approved the support of  Mr. Spano’s  1% sales tax increase in Westchester County and 
they have asked for other municipalities for their support.  “Not being a proponent of regressive tax we 
voted against this in the past, but under the circumstances with a 22 to 25% increase in county taxes I 
would request the Board resolve to support the County Executives Committee and support the passage 
of the legislative body with the 1% increase in sales tax, which would help ease the burden of property 
owners.”   Discussion ensued regarding the pros and cons in supporting this tax.  The following 
resolution was adopted: 
 
  On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, supports  an increase in the 
Westchester County Sales Tax with the funds to be distributed among Westchester County, the towns 
and villages and the Cities of Peekskill and Rye, and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye supports a new 1% additional Sales Tax 
with a minimum distribution of 20% of it to municipalities for 2004 and a minimum distribution of 25% 
of it to municipalities for 2005. 

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:    Councilpersons Walter, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito  
NOES:    Councilperson Borrelli 
ABSTAINED:   Councilperson Mendicino Daly 

 
       * * * * * * *      
 Goldie Solomon, 6 Puritan Drive, Port Chester, New York voiced her displeasure of the sales tax 
increase.  She asked that government support a “Bill of Rights” day on December 15th as a holiday. 
 
 Richard Abel, 19 Quintard Drive, Port Chester, questions the 1% sales tax increase,  the postage 
on the mailers for reval as they were sent as junk mail or standard mail which means they don’t forward 
this type of mail - it gets thrown out, plus questions regarding the flyer to which Mr. Markowitz 
responded.  He also asked “What happened to the Reval Committee” to which the Supervisor stated they 
would have a reval meeting February 26, 2004 at 7:00P.M. 
 
 Frank Pugliese, 6 Wilton Road, Rye Brook, question the “Public Safety Department” in the budget, 
wanting to know what it did to which the Supervisor responded. 
 
 On motion Councilperson Mendicino Daly, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the meeting 
adjourned at 9:50 PM to Executive Session to discuss personnel at which time no action will be taken.  
 
 
          Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
          Linda A. Lyons 
          Deputy Town Clerk 
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MEETING  HELD FEBRUARY 17, 2004 

 

 A Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, February 17, 

2004 at 8:00 P. M. in the Court Room of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New 

York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 PRESENT, in addition to the Supervisor,   were   Councilpersons   Michele    Mendicino    Daly, 
   Dominick Lagana, John P. Walter, Michael J. Borrelli and Town Clerk Frances C.  
   Nugent. 
 ABSENT:     None. 
 ALSO 
 PRESENT:    Town  Attorney  Monroe Y.  Mann,  Town Comptroller  Joseph  M.  Granchelli  
   and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 
 DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 ABSENT:       Superintendent of Highways Vincent A.  Sapione and Receiver of Taxes Hope B.  
   Vespia. 

 Nicholas C. Mecca led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the tape recorder was in use 

during the proceedings.  Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer. 

* * * * * * * 

 Before proceeding with the Agenda, the Supervisor informed those present of the generosity of 

Town Justice John B. Colangelo and his family for the gift of a display cabinet, completely paid for,  

installed,  and located in the front hall of the Town Office Building, wherein historical displays and 

municipal awards will be shown.  He formally paid tribute to and thanked the Colangelo family   “for 

taking campaign funds that were left over and spending them on a wonderful cause.”  

* * * * * * * 

 Approval of Minutes of the Meetings held on November 19, 2002 and December 15, 2003 were  

tabled, the latter pending study of the report on verbatim transcripts, submitted by the Town Clerk, and 

on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously adopted, the 

Minutes of the Meeting held on January 20, 2004 were amended to read as follows: 

 Page 127 -  The words, “for aggressive tax” were corrected to read as follows: “of regressive 

tax”. (Correction noted on page 127.)  

* * * * * * *      

 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK FRANCES C. NUGENT, for the month of January, 2004: 
   Fees remitted to Supervisor…………………………………….$   801.66 
  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of January, 2004: 
   Total fees remitted…………………………………………….. $2,300.00 

* * * * * * * 

On  motion  of   Councilperson   Lagana,  seconded  by  Councilperson Borrelli,  the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to enter into an agreement with CHRISTOPHER 

J. COHAN, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, 11 Ridgeland Manor, Rye, New York 10580 for landscape 

architectural services to the Town of Rye in the amount of $1,000.00 per month for the period from 

January 2, 2004 through December 31, 2004 and 
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 RESOLVED additional expenses shall be billed to the Town of Rye  as they may occur 

including, but not limited to, grant applications preparation, landscape architectural drawings, printing, 

postage, photography and other materials, and 

 RESOLVED Mr. Cohan  shall provide the Town of Rye a preferential hourly rate of $110.00 for 

any additional work as may be required, and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that  said agreement be filed in the office of the Town Clerk of 

the Town of Rye.  

 ROLL CALL: 
AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito.

 NOES:      None. 
* * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson  Lagana, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 RESOLVED, that effective immediately, Richard Tufo, Jr., residing at 1416 Harrison  Avenue, 

Mamaroneck, New York 10543,  be and he hereby is appointed a Civil Officer of the Town of Rye to 

serve at the pleasure of the Town Board in the place and stead of Mario Castaldo, and be it further 

 RESOLVED,  that he shall serve in this capacity at no compensation, but shall be entitled to 

collect statutory fees allowed by law in civil actions and proceedings. 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana,  Borrelli  and Supervisor Morabito. 
 NOES:       None. 
 

* * * * * * * 

The Clerk presented the following Resolutions concerning appointments to the Board of Ethics: 
 
On motion of Councilperson Walter , seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following  Resolution 

was unanimously adopted: 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye, on the 16th day of June, 1970, adopted Local Law 
No. 1 wherein a Code of Ethics was created to govern the conduct of Town officers and Town 
employees of the Town of Rye, County of Westchester, State of New York, and 

WHEREAS, under the said Local Law, a Board of Ethics shall be established to administer and 
interpret the rules and procedure for the administration of the Code, and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Ethics shall consist of at least three members to be appointed by the Town 
Board, all of who reside in the Town of Rye and who shall serve without compensation and at the 
pleasure of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, and 

WHEREAS, a majority of such members shall be persons other than Town employees, but shall 
include at least one member who is an elected or an appointed Town employee of the Town of Rye, and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board has, after investigation and careful evaluation, reviewed the 
background and qualifications of candidates for the Board of Ethics of the Town of Rye, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Nelson Rodriguez, residing at 223 Irenhyl Avenue, 
Rye Brook, New York 10573, be and he is hereby appointed to serve as a member of the Board of Ethics 
of the Town of Rye and to serve at the pleasure of the Town Board. 

 
ROLL CALL: 
AYES:        Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 

      NOES:        None. 
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On motion of Councilperson  Borrelli, seconded  by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the 

following Resolution was unanimously  adopted: 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye, on the 16th day of June, 1970, adopted Local 
Law No. 1 wherein a Code of Ethics was created to govern the conduct of Town officers and Town 
employees of the Town of Rye, County of Westchester, State of New York, and 
 WHEREAS, under the said Local Law, a Board of Ethics shall be established to administer and 
interpret the rules and procedure for the administration of the Code, and 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Ethics shall consist of at least three members to be appointed by the 
Town Board, all of who reside in the Town of Rye and who shall serve without compensation and at the 
pleasure of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, and 
 WHEREAS, a majority of such members shall be persons other than Town employees, but shall 
include at least one member who is an elected or an appointed Town employee of the Town of Rye, and 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board has, after investigation and careful evaluation, reviewed the 
background and qualifications of candidates for the Board of Ethics of the Town of Rye, 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Elizabeth Rotfeld, 105 Betsy Brown Road, Port 
Chester, New York 10573, be and she is hereby appointed to serve as a member of the Board of Ethics 
of the Town of Rye and to serve at the pleasure of the Town Board. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
 NOES:   None 
 
 The Supervisor stated that they are awaiting confirmation of the third person being considered  

for the Ethics Board from Mamaroneck, noting he would like all areas represented  and receiving 

assurance from the Town Attorney that elected or appointed officials must also be a member, such an 

appointment will be considered.  He said that both appointments made this evening have a long history 

in the Town, Village  and/or school districts. 

 Copies of the Code of Ethic will be forwarded to the Board Members, in addition to the new 

appointees. 

* * * * * * * 

 The Clerk presented the following letters from the Village of Port Chester, Richard A. Falanka, 

Village Clerk and addressed to the Town Clerk: 

                  January 5, 2004 
 Please be advised that the Board of Trustees, at a meeting held on December 15, 2003 designated 
Tuesday, March 16, 2004 as Election Day, between the hours of 7 A. M. and 9 P. M.  
 In connection with the above, the following requests are being made: 

1. To use one voting machine for each of the 16 Election Districts and two machines for  
       emergency purposes for a total of 18 machines. 
2. If necessary, use of  chairs and tables on Election Day.  In the past, we have received 

cooperation from the schools whereby they provided tables and chairs. 
3. To have someone available at the Town Garage on March 15, 2004 in advance  of 

Election Day to admit the movers. 
The Board of Trustees will  appreciate approvals of the foregoing. 

          Thank you 
                
 On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously 

adopted, the requests were granted. 

       February 2, 2004 
 Please be advised that the Village of Port Chester will be holding a Chairperson Instruction  
Meeting  at the Rye Town  Garage on Saturday, March 13, 2004 at 10:00 A. M. 
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In past elections, the problems encountered were mainly the opening and closing of the Polling 
Places.    It was suggested that a review of these procedures  be  held  with  the  Chairpersons prior to the  
Village Election and the most appropriate place to review these procedures would be at the Rye Town 
Garage. 
 One of the spare voting machines designated for the Village will be used for this instruction 
demonstration only and not be used  Election Day, March 16, 2004. 
 Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
 On motion of Councilperson  Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly  and 

unanimously adopted, the request was granted. 

* * * * * * *  

The Clerk  presented  a  letter  from  the  Veterans  Central  Committee,  dated  January 22, 2004    

addressed to the  Supervisor  and  Town  Board  re:   Requisition for funds for Memorial Day and 

Veterans Day. 

 The Port Chester-Rye Brook-Town of Rye Central Veterans Committee  is completing plans for 
the 2004 Memorial Day Parade and ceremonies, at all the war monuments on Monday, May 31, 2004. 
 We are in the process of contracting for bands, wreaths, flags, flowers, etc., for the ceremonies at 
Veterans Memorial Park, the Marina, our five other war memorials and for the decorating of graves in 
various cemeteries. 
 We respectfully request that the Town of Rye appropriation of One Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars ($1500.00) for the F/Y 2004 be transferred to the Central  Veterans Committee checking 
account, at the First Union National Bank, N. Main St., Port Chester, by way of a check payable  to the 
committee at 78 Pearl St., Port Chester, N. Y. 10573. 
 As directed by the three local governments,  all bills must be paid by the Veterans Central 
Committee. 
   
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino Daly, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and 

unanimously adopted the requests were granted as budgeted. 

* * * * * * * 
 The Clerk presented a letter which was not on the Agenda. 
 ROLL CALL on no objections.  There were none. 
  

The Clerk read the following letter, dated February 11, 2004, from John P. Swick, Recreation 
Assistant, Rye Brook Recreation and addressed to the Supervisor: 
 The Rye Brook Recreation is requesting the use of Crawford Park for our Junior Sports Program, 
2nd Grade T-Ball program and Men’s Softball. 
 Junior Sports will take place on Monday and Tuesday afternoons from 2:30-5 PM, April 12th to 
June 14th.  For this program we will need use of the softball field and the field adjoining the softball 
field.  We would also need use of the bathrooms. 
 2nd Grade T-ball will take place on Wednesday afternoons from 3:30 – 5 PM from April 14th to 
June 16th.  For this program we will need use of the softball fields and the field adjoining the softball 
field.  We would also  need use of the bathrooms. 
 The Men’s Softball program will begin  April 12th  and run through  September 13th      (Monday -  
Friday) from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM.  As in the past, we will work out the conflicts in advance of our 
schedule publication.   For this program we will need use of the softball field as well as the bathrooms. 
 Once again this summer, Rye Brook Recreation is planning to have our  Day Camp at  Crawford 
Park.  We will need to utilize the Pavilion Monday and Tuesday, June 28th and 29th from 9:00 A. M. to 
3:00 P. M. for our camp orientation.  The dates for this year’s camp are July 5th-August 13th and our 
camp hours are 8:30 A.M.- 4:00 P.M.  We will be planning various activities. 
 Last year our camp office was located on the left side of the Pavilion with our refrigerators 
located in the same area.  We also utilized the holding area on the same side for our arts & crafts 
program, which seemed to work out well.  We would like to utilize these same areas this summer. 
 We look forward to working with the Town of Rye for the aforementioned programs.  Should 
you desire to meet with us regarding our usage, feel free to contact me at 939-3233 ext 117. 
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 On motion of  Councilperson  Borrelli,  seconded  by  Councilperson  Walter  and  unanimously  

 adopted, the requests were granted, with the exception of the date of April 21st, since there is an existing  

conflict. 

* * * * * * *   

 The Supervisor noted that the Town Assessor is busy with the Villages  Boards of Review this  

evening and also that he is diligently working with the Town’s contractor, the State and ORPS to make  

sure that reval is completed on time. 

 The Town Attorney reported on the favorable decision rendered in the recent Freedom of 

Information Denial filed by Bernard Abel. 

 The Supervisor noted that insurance and a police person is needed for the Public Hearing on the 

Homestead Act and reported on the Rye Town Park Commission meeting held earlier this evening, 

stating that the Town hired Easton  Architects, LLP, Historic Architects from Manhattan and the City of 

Rye, to do a study for the restoration and reuse of the Administration Building.   Referring  in the text of 

1909, describing “bathing pavilion” he said funding was applied for and received from Nita Lowey in 

the amount of $199,000 and their report is going to identify what has to be done to make it code 

efficient, what uses can be put in there and that this is the first step.  According to Ms. Easton the roof is 

the priority, noting that she was able “to procure tile from a salvage company in Wisconsin to do the 

entire roof at a cost of $9,000”, from a duplicate mold created in 1909, which normally would cost 

$500,000.00.  The Town Comptroller added that this figure also includes shipping. The Document will 

be on filed in the Town Clerk’s office. 

* * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously 

adopted, the date for Public Hearing on Proposed Local Law No. 1 for the Year 2004, concerning 

Veterans Exemption under Reval at the Court Room of the Town Office Building, Wednesday, March 3, 

2004, at 7 P. M. 

 On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and unanimously 

adopted, the Public Hearing on the Homestead Act will be held on Monday, March 8, 2004  at the 

Middle School Auditorium, Bowman Avenue, Rye Brook, New York at 7:00 P. M., subject to approval 

of location from the School District Clerk. 

 

* * * * * * *     

 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:48 P. M. on motion of 

Councilperson Mendicino Daly, seconded by Councilperson Walter and unanimously adopted. 

          

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

Frances C. Nugent 
         Town Clerk 
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 A Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Monday evening, 

March 15, 2004 at 8:20 P. M., in the Court Room of the Town Office Building,10 Pearl Street, Port 

Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 PRESENT, in addition to the Supervisor were, Councilpersons Michele Mendicino Daly, John P.  
   Walter, Michael J. Borrelli and Town Clerk Frances C. Nugent. 
 ABSENT:     Councilperson Dominick Lagana. 
 ALSO  
 PRESENT:      Superintendent  of  Highways  Vincent  A.  Sapione,  Town  Attorney  Monroe Y.  

Mann,  Town   Comptroller  Joseph  M.  Granchelli  and  Director  of  Purchasing   
Raymond L. Sculky.  

DEPT. HEADS 
ABSENT:   Receiver  of  Taxes  Hope  B.  Vespia,  Town  Assessor  Mitchell  Markowitz  and  

      Representatives  of  the  Court. 
 

Scoutmaster Vincent A. Lyons, Troop 6 BSA,  led  those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and 

Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 

* * * * * * * 

Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on November 19, 2002 were again tabled.  On  

motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly the Minutes of the 

meeting held on December 15, 2003 were approved as presented; on motion of Councilperson  Borrelli, 

seconded by Councilperson Walter, the minutes of the meeting held on February 17, 2004 were  

approved  as presented and on motion of  Councilperson Mendicino Daly, seconded by Councilperson 

Borrelli, the minutes of March 3, 2004 were approved as presented. 

ROLL CALL on minutes approved as presented: 
AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
NOES:       None. 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana.    

    * * * * * * 

The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK FRANCES C. NUGENT, for the month of February, 2004: 
    Total Remitted to Supervisor …………………………$   964.36 

  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of February, 2004: 
    Total……………………………………………………$1,835.00 

* * * * * *  

 On   motion   of  Councilperson  Borrelli,    seconded  by  Councilperson  Walter,  the   following 

 Resolution was adopted: 
 
  WHEREAS,  pending the establishment of the necessary Civil Service  Eligible List, KEELEY 
BODAS, residing at 423 Ellendale Avenue, Port Chester, New York, be and she is hereby appointed a 
provisional  Intermediate Clerk (0187-01) in the office of the Receiver of Taxes of the Town of Rye 
effective  February 23, 2004, 

NOW, THEREFOBE, IT RESOLVED, that said Keeley Bodas be and she hereby  shall be 
compensated as such Intermediate Clerk at $16.41 per hour in bi-weekly installments, with appropriate 
 benefits. 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
NOES:       None. 
ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana. 
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 On motion of Councilperson  Borrelli,  seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following 

Resolution was adopted:              

 RESOLVED, that Maria Rappoccio, residing at 30 Haines Blvd., Port Chester, New York 10573, 
having successfully participated in the necessary Civil Service Examination and her name does appear 
on the Eligible List, be and she is hereby appointed an Assistant Assessment Clerk (6090-01) in the 
Assessment Office of the Town of Rye, New York, subject to satisfactory completion of a probationary 
period of a minimum of twelve (12) weeks to a maximum of fifty-two (52) weeks, effective 
immediately, and 
 BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that she will be paid  $18.00 per  hour to be paid in bi-weekly 
 installments with full benefits. 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
 NOES:      None. 
 ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana. 

* * * * * * 

The following letter was received, dated March 10, 2004 and addressed to the Supervisor and Town 

Board Members: 

This letter is requesting permission for approximately fifteen minutes at the next Rye Town Board 
meeting  (Monday evening the 15 of March) to present my Eagle Scout project to you and the Board.   I 
will  need the Town’s support and will describe the specifics of the project on Monday evening if I am 
granted time at the meeting. 
 Thank you for your time. 
    Gregory Fragiacomo , Troop 6 
      Boy Scouts of America 

 
Scout Fragiacomo described what will be done in restoring and refurbishing the land locked 

Brown Cemetery, located between Adams Avenue and Indian Road in Port Chester, such as  clearing 

dead and fallen trees;  cleaning, resetting and repairing stone; clarifying the borders of the cemetery; 

creating a plaque in memory of the people buried in the site  and “show historical significance within 

Port Chester”.  He noted that there are 25 stones at said cemetery, some  going back to 1810  and why he 

needed the Town’s help as the cemetery sits on land that the Town does not own, between two 

boundaries of private residences, citing unclear easements, etc.. He asked the Town’s approval to begin 

this project in April and for the Town’s support to “arranging public access to and from the cemetery 

during and after completion of the project.” 

The Supervisor felt that it was a very noble project and approves same, noting that any help the 

Town can give, it will. Citing insurance, he wanted to make sure of proper coverage, etc., with 

Scoutmaster Lyons noting that insurance is carried for the Scouts. 

In reply to a question from Councilperson Mendicino Daly, Scout Fraggiacomo replied that he 

became aware of the cemetery as  his Grandmother lives in the area making him  familiar with the site  

noting that ever since Cub Scouts, he has wanted to do this project. 

* * * * * * * 

The Clerk stated she had two Resolutions, which were not on the Agenda. 

ROLL CALL on no objections:  There were none. 
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On motion of Councilperson Walter , seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the following 

 Resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, a Resolution was adopted on January 20, 2004 re-appointing the Town 
Attorney/Town Prosecutor on a month to month basis is hereby amended to correct the term of office as 
follows: 

RESOLVED, that MONROE Y MANN, residing at 12 Puritan Drive, Port Chester, New York, 
be and he hereby is re-appointed Town Attorney and re-appointed Town Prosecutor for a two year term 
commencing January 1, 2004 and expiring December 31, 2005, at an annual compensation as provided 
for in the budget payable in equal bi-weekly installments and it is further 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 20 (2),  of the Town Law, as amended, 
all expenses necessarily incurred by authorization of the Town Board and paid by said Town Attorney in 
executing the duties of said office, shall be a Town Charge. 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES:        Councilperson Mendicino Daly, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
NOES:        None. 
ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana. 

 

 On motion of Councilperson  Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson  Walter, the following 

Resolution was adopted:  

 WHEREAS, a  Resolution  was adopted on January 20, 2004 re-appointing the Deputy Town 
Attorney/Deputy Town Prosecutor on a month to month basis is hereby amended to correct the term of 
office as follows: 
 RESOLVED,  that CAROLYN H. MANN, residing at 12 Puritan Drive, Port Chester, New 
York, be and she is re-appointed Deputy Town Attorney and re-appointed Deputy Town Prosecutor for a 
two year term commencing January 1, 2004 and expiring December 31, 2005, at no compensation; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 20, (2) of the Town 
Law, as amended, all expenses necessarily incurred by authorization of the Town Board and paid by said 
Deputy Town Attorney/Deputy Town Prosecutor in executing her duties of said office, shall be a Town 
charge. 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Borrlli and Supervisor Morabito. 
 NOES:  None. 
 ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana. 

 Councilperson Borrelli noted that with regard to the prior resolution, he just wanted “to make it 

known publicly that I am serving a four year term and two years from now, I intend to vote for Monroe 

again as our Town Attorney”, to which Councilperson Mendicino Daly  concurred, stating that “if she is 

elected.”  Councilperson Walter stated that he has enjoyed serving and working with Mr. Mann for the 

past eight years “and would like to continue that relationship”, and the Supervisor, noting that the law 

does not permit the Board to appoint him to a four year term, “although that would certainly be our 

intent that in four years that you will still be our Town Attorney.” 

 Likewise, Councilperson Borrelli stated that as with Mrs. Mann, “I would feel the same way that 

“two years from now, I have the same intent to re-appoint her if she so desires”, to which the Supervisor 

concurred. 

 Town Attorney Mann stated that he appreciated their thoughts. 

* * * * * * * 

 The Supervisor explained the Assessor’s absence and noted that the Public Hearing on proposed 

Local Law No. 2 for the year 2004,  will be held on Wednesday, March 17, 2004 at 7 P.M. in the 

Auditorium of the Middle School, Bowman Avenue, Rye Brook, New York. 
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 The Town Attorney reported on the Appeal of the successful decision involving the Article 78 

Proceedings for requested public  records has been filed, stating he would keep the Board apprised. 

 The Supervisor reported that official notification has been sent to the State correcting some of 

the comments raised in the last Audit and are in the process of interviewing people now to  insure that 

our filings are done in a timely manner, etc., and asked the Comptroller to prepare a resolution 

concerning necessary budget transfer “to hire a bookkeeper to that end,” in order to be in compliance 

with next year’s audit. 

  The Superintendent of Highways stated that his report on the conditions of the bridges will be 

ready next month. In reply to the Supervisor regarding the negotiated settlement on the bridges as to 

when it is going to be finalized, the Town Attorney said that one issue,  outside of the settlement,   

remains and they are waiting to hear from the Attorney General as to what he intends to do, it is 

resolved, but is coming up before the Court in April on which the Judge must sign. 

 Custodian of Voting Machines Nick Mecca reporting on behalf of the Clerk’s office, that the 

voting machines are in good working order after being rebuilt, and there should be no problems for the 

Village Elections, as was with the Primary Election. In reply to the Supervisor, he said that Presidential 

Primaries cannot be consolidated, only districts can be so consolidated, which was done during this 

Presidential Primary, and in reply to Councilperson Borrelli, he said that Verification of Voters was in 

limbo, as the State had obtained a waiver, but noted that new registration forms have been received and  

that new registrants must produce the last four numbers of his Social Security or Driver’s License 

Number, and, if registered by mail, a photo ID may be necessary for the new voter. 

 The Supervisor, reporting on the Rye Town Park improvements, stated that the 2nd pavilion is 

under construction, Administration Building is being prepared for Historic Process under the direction of 

the Historical Architect, who is restoring the park buildings to their original 1909 setting, and discussed 

 Grant awards.  

* * * * * * * 

 Eleanor Herman, Lincoln Avenue, Rye Brook, New York, read the following dated March 15, 

2004,  addressed to the Supervisor and Members of the Town Council: 

“The Friends of Crawford Park appreciate all that the Town has done to maintain, improve and 
beautify the park.  And you have given us invaluable help, both financial and with personnel, to advance 
our projects.  We look forward to many seasons of our working together toward our common goals. 
 

However we understand that, on January 15, 2004, Reliant Builders was given permission by the 
Town of Rye to store parts of a modular home overnight on the lawn of Crawford Park. 
 

We, the Friends of Crawford Park, wish to state our objection to the practice by the Town of Rye 
of allowing the storage of large vehicles belonging to private parties for non-public uses in Crawford 
Park.  This does not serve the public and is not in accordance with the guidelines the Town of Rye is 
obliged to adhere to as set forth in the Crawford Will. 
 

This practice puts the park at risk for damage to lawns, plantings, buildings and equipment – in 
particular, sprinkler systems.  Furthermore this practice sets a bad precedent for other private misuses of 
public property. 
 

We urge the Town to adopt a resolution banning the use of the park for the above stated 
purposes. 
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As Friends of Crawford Park, we take seriously our commitment to beautify, enhance and protect 
the park as established by the Crawford Park will.  We are sure that the council, upon further 
consideration of this matter, will agree that a more conservative and restrictive policy regarding park use 
in the future is in the best interest of the park. 
 

Because of the reasons stated herein we feel it inappropriate to accept the gift of two hundred 
dollars offered to us by Reliant Builders.  Kindly return the enclosed check on our behalf to Reliant 
Builders. 
 

We look forward to your continued support and a great season ahead. 
  
      Sincerely yours, 
      The Friends of Crawford Park 
s/s: Eleanor Herman, Carmen Konigsbach, Gaye M. Marino, Sheila Filipowski, Mimi Raphael, Ina 
Wishner, Richard  Jacoby, Vicky Van Went, Ken Heller, Sara Marshall and Brigitte Schaffner 
 

 The Supervisor stated that although the Town did allow a few developers to store these units in 

the Park instead of using the streets for this purpose, and felt that the Town was doing a service to the 

residents of Rye Brook.  However,” if it offends the Friends of Crawford Park so much. this Board is 

ambivalent on that we have  no problem complying with that request”, but did not think a resolution was 

in order and will instruct his Secretary that if such a request comes in,  say it is no longer permitted, to 

which Mrs. Herman said  Thank you.”   

Mrs. Herman also presented an enlarged print of a post card which was given to the “Friends” by 

Town Employee Frank DiLeo, completely framed, together with a framed  background History of  

Everett and Edna Crawford showing their likes and what they wanted the land used for,  both which 

were gratefully received by the Town Board. 

 Mrs. Herman noted that the Crawford Estate was known as Shanarock Farms. 

* * * * * * * 

  There    being   no  further   business,    the   meeting   adjourned  at  8:35  P. M.  on   motion  of 

Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly and adopted. 

    

 Respectfully submitted  

            
          Frances C. Nugent 
          Town Clerk 
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MEETING HELD  MARCH 23, 2004 

 A Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday, March 23, 2004 at 6:00 

P.M. in the Court Room of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, with 

Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 PRESENT,   in  addition  to  the  Supervisor   were   Councilpersons  Michele  Mendicino   Daly,  

             Dominick Lagana, John P. Walter and Town Clerk Frances C. Nugent. 

 ABSENT:      Councilperson Michael  J. Borrelli. 

 DEPART. HEADS 

ABSENT:      Receiver  of  Taxes  Hope  B.  Vespia,  Superintendent  of  Highways  Vincent  A.  

                                   Sapione,  Town  Attorney  Monroe  Y.  Mann,   Assessor  Mitchell  Markowitz,  

             Comptroller   Joseph   M.  Granchelli,    Director  of   Purchasing   Raymond   L.  

                                   Sculky and Representatives of the Court. 

 ALSO 

 PRESENT:    Real Property Analyst 4, ORPS John  Wolham,  Vendor John Watch and Counsel  

            Daniel Tartaglia. 

 

 Sabrina Banes led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the tape recorder was in use 

during the proceedings. 

* * * * * * *  

 The Supervisor noted that this was a continuation of the Public Hearing held on March 17, 2004 

on the advisability of adopting Local Law No. 2 concerning the Homestead Tax Option of the 

Revaluation, noting that even though publicly advertised in the Press,  letters arrived to taxpayers after 

said hearing and it was thought that the public would be  more cognizant if the original hearing  

continued and that was the reasons for this meeting. 

 He gave a brief history of the revaluation from the first time he was elected in 1994, being hit 

with tremendous certioraris and had to pay back a lot of money and attempted to get a County-wide 

reval led by this Town, and were successful in 1995 to get a bill ready and presented same to the 

Governor, who vetoes it as the Legislature additions and “phase-ins”, making a good bill to become bad. 

After other attempts to get County approval, County Executive Spano said they would not sponsor it 

until 75% of the Communities in the County are interested, the County would not sponsor it.  Noting 

that the reval committee has been studying the Scarsdale study ,  the Mamaroneck study, and the Pelham 

study, who did a revaluation, the results, etc.,  After 2 ½ years of study, the committee contracted with 

Mr. Watch, together with Mr. Wolham, Don McGrath and several appraisers.  Citing the certioraris filed 

in 1994 and to date, he has had to sign checks in the amount of millions of dollars, which is the 

taxpayers money and have reduced assessables  by over 45 million dollars, with a tax shift of 10%.  He 

explained that the Homestead Tax Option would freeze the rate of percentage payment between 

residential  and  commercial  and  also  provides  for  these  two  classes  of  property,   “thus  avoiding a 

tremendous tax shift to you, the property owner.” He concluded by saying, “the goal of revaluation 

again is not to raise one dime more is taxes, it’s to fairly tax everyone to what only they should pay, not 

a penny more, it’s to create equity in your own home and hopefully being the overall goal, for me, is that 

we should dramatically reduce the onslaught of certioraris.”  
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 Mr. Wolham of the New York State Office  of Real Property Services,  has been monitoring 

what the reassessment is relative to the equalization rate and what the Town does with it, noting that if 

the State accepts the results, the Town’s state level of assessment will become the Town’s equalization 

rate for that year, which is the intention of the Town Board over the next six years.  He presented 

“handouts”, showing an overview of the Homestead Option as it applies to the Town and an overview  

of the results of the assessments, which he described in detail, noting that Budgets are not presently 

known to be raised by the different taxing units. He further noted that the assessments on the June 1, 

2004 Tentative Roll will first be used on April, 2005 for the Town, County and Special District bill and 

for School Districts,  will be September, 2005, based on the previous year’s Assessment Roll. He 

described the differences between the Homestead Tax Option and without the Homestead Tax Option as 

shown.  He continued to explain the Option and to whether the property has been over or under assessed, 

noting the shifts in property classes. He further explained the three steps from receipt of the notice 

through filing of a Small  Claim, noting that if the initial impact does not agree, the vendor/consultant, 

Mr. Watch or his staff must be contacted. 

 Mr. Watch, concurred stating that if there is any question, contact his office as it could affect the 

next school tax, and gave particulars on collection of data, and Mr. Tartaglia cited State Law as it 

applies to  forms, assessing units and Assessors. 

 The Supervisor further noted that Seniors and Veterans will still get their exemptions, as 

currently provided, to which the Villages have agreed.  He also noted that the Local Law pertaining to 

Veterans was adopted March 3, 2004. 

 Calling from comments from the Council, Councilperson Lagana felt the Option should be 

adopted by the Town, citing that it was not only for the shift in the Town Tax but that the Villages and 

the Schools will have the ability for this service, to which the Supervisor concurred. 

 Questions were replied to by them from Brian Acciavatti, Port Chester, New York, presently 

Code Enforcement Officer of the Village of Port Chester and a former Assessor; Jules Harris, 12 

Rockridge Drive, Rye Brook; an unidentified property owner from the Rye Neck section of the Village 

of Mamaroneck and Maura McAward, Assistant  Superintendent/Business from Port Chester School 

District 4. 

The public being heard, the Hearing was closed on motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded 

by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, 

and adopted: 

 ROLL  CALL: 

 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Lagana, Walter and Supervisor Morabito. 

 NOES:  None. 

 ABSENT: Councilperson Borrelli. 

 

 On motion of  Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following Local  

Law was adopted: 
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TOWN OF RYE 

LOCAL LAW NO. 2 

ADOPTING THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 1903 OF THE REAL PROPERTY 

 TAX LAW COMMONLY   REFERRED TO AS THE   “HOMESTEAD TAX   OPTION.”  

 

WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law 

(“RPTL”) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of 

property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option authorizes the Town Board, upon the adoption of a local 

law and following a revaluation of real property, to establish two separate property tax rates: a lower rate 

for residential property owners (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a higher rate for all other 

property owners (the “Non-homestead Base Proportion”); and   

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Rye is in the process of a revaluation of real property in the Town; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL, the Town Board desires to establish two 

separate tax rates to prevent a disproportionate shift of property tax burden to residential property 

owners following the revaluation;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. This local law shall be known as “A Local Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 

of the Real Property Tax Law commonly referred to as the ‘Homestead Tax Option’.” 

 

SECTION 2. The provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law are hereby adopted. 

 

SECTION 3. The Homestead Base Proportion and Non-homestead Base Proportion shall be 

established by resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye in accordance with the Rules of the 

State Board of Equalization and Assessment and shall apply to taxes levied on the 2004 final assessment 

roll and to taxes levied on subsequent rolls, until this Local Law shall be repealed. 

 

SECTION 4.  Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, word, or provision of this chapter be 

declared void, invalid or unenforceable, for any reason, such decision shall not affect the remaining 

provisions of this chapter. 

 

SECTION 5. Any other local law, ordinance or resolution inconsistent with this Local Law is hereby 

repealed. 

 

SECTION 6. Pursuant to New York Municipal Home Rule Law §27, this Local Law shall take effect 

immediately upon filing with the New York Secretary of State. 

  

             BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD 

                                                                               OF THE TOWN OF RYE, NEW YORK 

              ROBERT A. MORABITO, SUPERVISOR  

                                    FRANCES C.  NUGENT, TOWN CLERK 

 

 

Effective Date: 03/26/2004 
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 ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Lagana, Walter and Supervisor Morabito 

 NOES:     None 

 ABSENT:  Councilperson Borrelli 

* * * * * * * 

 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF RYE ELECTING TO 

VALUE REAL PROPERTY SITUATED WITHIN THE TOWN AS OF JANUARY FIRST AS 

PERMITTED BY LOCAL LAW 3/2004 OF THE LAWS OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 

 

 On   motion   of   Councilperson   Walter ,  seconded   by   Councilperson   Lagana ,   the                    

following Resolution  was adopted: 

WHEREAS, the “valuation date” is the date on which the Assessor must determine the value of 

each property within the Town (the “Valuation Date”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Westchester County Administrative Code, towns in Westchester 

County, including the Town of Rye, have an annual Valuation Date of June 1; and WHEREAS, on March 

8, 2004, the Board of Legislators of the County of Westchester adopted Local Law 3/2004 which 

amended the Laws of Westchester County to permit a town, upon the approval of its legislative body, to 

elect to value real property within the Town as of January 1 each year; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Rye desires to change its current Valuation Date from June 1 to January 

1; and 

 

WHEREAS, the election by the Town of Rye to establish its Valuation Date as January 1 will 

ensure that valuation data used by the Town is more synchronous with data compiled by the State of 

New York Office of Real Property Services for its use in establishing equalization rates; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF RYE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. Pursuant  to  Local  Law  3/2004  of  the  Laws  of  Westchester  County,    the  Town  

Board here by elects to value real property within the Town of Rye as of the first day of 

January each year, the first such Valuation Date to be January 1, 2004. 

2. The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to notify the Westchester County 

Department of Finance within thirty (30) days of the adoption of this resolution of the 

Town’s election to change its valuation date to January 1 in accordance with the 
provisions of Local Law 3/2004 of the Laws of Westchester County.  

 

ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Councilperson Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:  None 

ABSENT: Councilperson Borrelli 

 

* * * * * * * 

 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:40 P. M. on motion of 

Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and adopted. 

 ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:    Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Lagana, Walter and Supervisor Morabito 

 NOES:    None 

 ABSENT:  Councilperson Borrelli 

          Respectfully submitted 

 

 

          Frances C. Nugent 



          Town Clerk    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEETING HELD APRIL 20, 2004 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, April 20, 2004 

8:00 P.M. in the Court Room of the  Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, 

with supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

PRESENT, in   addition  to  the  Supervisor,  were   Councilpersons  Michele   Mendicino   Daly,  
                     Dominick Lagana,  John  P. Walter,  Michael J. Borrelli and Town Clerk Frances C. 
                     Nugent. 
ABSENT:    None. 
ALSO 
PRESENT:  Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. Sapione, Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann,  
                    Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz, Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli and 
                     Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 
DEPART.  HEADS 
ABSENT:    Receiver of Taxes Hope B. Vespia and Representatives of the Court. 
 
Scout Gregory Fragiacomo  led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson 

Borrelli read the Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 

* * * * * * * 

 The Supervisor recognized Boy Scouts of Troop 6 and their Leaders  for being present and asked 

Scout Fragiacomo to give a report on his Eagle Scout Project, supported  by the Town Board at a 

previous meeting, to clean up and restore the Brown Cemetery, located on Indian Road in Port Chester. 

Scout Fragiacomo so updated the Board, referring  to letters received and/or a visit to the 

property owners involved:  Matthew Skrzypczak, whose letter from his daughter raised some questions 

on the Right-of-Way of access to the cemetery,  and a visit to Bethesda Baptist Church, noting that the 

latter was receptive to the project.  He said that fencing will be installed, making the area more open and 

that Chris Pierro was to do a Title Search of the area. 

Questioning insurance, the Supervisor asked the Town Attorney to check on the Town’s liability 

as it was told that  each Scout is covered and former Town Attorney Aldo Vitagliano cited Section 165 

of the General Municipal Law when in 1996 the State approved legislation wherein any Municipality 

establishing a Volunteer  Cemetery Maintenance and Cleanup Program  shall not be liable for any 

damages sustained and that he had called the Secretary of State’s office and they have a program to 

provide advice to people who undertake such a project.  In his  years of experience, Mr. Vitagliano 

stated that it was his recollection  that cemeteries always must have a right-of-way. 

The Supervisor  said that after the Title Search is received that the Town Attorney will research 
the  easement situation and notify the property owners of the work schedule. 

* * * * * * * 
Action on the Minutes of the Meeting held on November 19, 2002 again was tabled.  On motion 

of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously adopted, the minutes of 
the meetings held on March 15, 2004, March 17, 2004 and March 23, 2004 were approved as presented. 

* * * * * * * 
The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK FRANCES C. NUGENT for the month of March, 2004: 
   Total remitted to Supervisor      $        1,666.13 
  RECEIVER OF TAXES HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month  of January, 2004: 
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye                       $22,218,369.21 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester      1,042,163.67 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook           62,714.20 

   Total                      $23,323,247.08  
 CRAWFORD PARK for the Month of March, 2004:            $         2,025.00                           
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 On motion of Councilperson  Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson  Walter, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

RESOLVED, that the following named places be and they hereby are designated as polling 

places in the Town of Rye for the year commencing May 1, 2004: 

ED# 
 1 United Methodist Church    546 E. Boston Post Rd., Mamaroneck, NY 
 2 Columbia Fire House           N. Barry Avenue, Mamaroneck,  NY 
 3 United Methodist Church               546 E. Boston Post Rd., Mamaroneck, NY 
 4 Halstead Manor Firehouse                  Halstead Ave., Mamaroneck,  NY 
 5 Don Bosco Community Center   22   Don Bosco Place, Port Chester,  NY 
 6 Don Bosco Community Center   22   Don Bosco Place, Port Chester,   NY 
 7 Don Bosco Community Center   22   Don Bosco Place, Port Chester,  NY 
 8 John F. Kennedy School                Olivia Street, Port Chester,  NY 
 9 John F. Kennedy School                Olivia Street, Port Chester,  NY 
10 Corpus Christi School           South Regent St., Port Chester,  NY 
11 Carver Center / YMCA                      Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, NY 
12 Park Avenue School            Park Avenue, Port Chester,  NY 
13 Masonic Temple                           360 Irving Avenue, Port Chester,  NY 
14 Masonic Temple                           360 Irving Avenue, Port Chester,  NY 
15 Masonic Temple                           360 Irving Avenue, Port Chester,  NY 
16 Summerfield United Methodist Church                  225 King Street, Port Chester,  NY 
17 Terrace Avenue (Brooksville Terrace)                           Terrace Avenue, Port Chester,  NY 
18 Girl Scout House                                     Parkway Drive, Port Chester,  NY 
19 Park Avenue School                         Park Avenue, Port Chester,  NY   
20 Port Chester Middle School                                   Bowman Avenue, Rye Brook,  NY 
21 Port Chester Middle School                                   Bowman Avenue, Rye Brook,  NY 
22 Blind Brook High School                         Upper King Street, Rye Brook,  NY 
23 Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge Street School                       North Ridge Street, Rye Brook, NY 
24 Rye Neck H S (Library Community Room)            300  Hornidge Road, Mamaroneck,  NY 
25 King Street School                       King Street, Port Chester,  NY 
26 PC High School (Neuton Avenue)                         Tamarack Road, Rye Brook,  NY 
27 Bruno M. Ponterio Ridge Street School                     North Ridge Street, Rye Brook, NY 
28 United Methodist Church                   546 E. Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, NY 
29 Bruno  M. Ponterio Ridge Street School                    North Ridge Street, Rye Brook, NY 
30 Blind Brook High School                      Upper King Street, Rye Brook, NY 
31 Bellefair Community Center (Fire Place Room)        24  Bellefair Blvd., Rye Brook,                 NY 
 
and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, that exclusive of polling places located within municipal-owned buildings and 

schools, the annual rent to be paid therefore for each be and it hereby is fixed as budgeted, effective May 

1, 2004. 

 
 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:        Councilperson Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:        None. 
. 
 

* * * * * * * 
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 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following Resolution   

was adopted: 

 Whereas a Resolution of Support for the Elimination of the Sunset Provisions of the Local 

Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) and the Cultural Education Fund 

(CEF) 

Whereas, the Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) was 

created in 1989 to provide technical assistance and grants to establish, improve or enhance records 

management programs in New York's more than 4300 local governments, and 

Whereas, the closely related Documentary Heritage Program (DHP) for grants and technical 

assistance to non-governmental historical records repositories also is supported by the LGRMIF, 

Whereas, a sunset date for the LGRMIF was established in the original legislation to permit its operation 

as a five-year experiment, and 

Whereas, the New York State Legislature in 1995 twice has extended the sunset date, most 

recently to December 31, 2005, and 

Whereas, the LGRMIF has effectively supported essential advisory services and 6,300 grants 

totaling over $113 million to improve the management of records for over half of all NYS local 

governments, and 

Whereas, the LGRMIF and the programs it supports continue to operate at a high standard of 

excellence and provide direct and significant benefit to local governments at no cost to the taxpayers, 

and 

Whereas, Town of Rye has benefited from technical assistance, training, publications and 9 

grants totaling $181,469, supported by the LGRMIF, and 

Whereas, the State Legislature created the closely-related Cultural Education Fund (CEF to 

support the New York State Archives, New York State Library and New York State Museum on behalf 

of all New Yorkers, and the Office for Public Broadcasting, and provided the CEF with an identical 

sunset date, and 

Whereas, the LGRMIF and the CEF continue to be critically important in the fulfillment of the 

of the many records and information related responsibilities of the Town of Rye, and to the cultural and 

scientific needs of the people of New York State,  

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Town of Rye supports the elimination of said sunset 

provisions in order to make the LGRMIF and the CEF permanent. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

            AYES:          Councilperson Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
 NOES:          None. 

 

* * * * * * * 
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On motion of Councilperson  Lagana, seconded  by Councilperson  Walter, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petition of review the assessment for taxation years 1996, 
1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003 of the real estate of 1600 ROCKLEDGE CO,  1600 
Harrison Avenue, Mamaroneck, New York affecting the parcel of real property on the Tax Rolls of the 
Town of Rye known formerly as Section 4; Block 65; Lot 9B, 9B1 and 9C now known as Section 
155.29; Block 1; Lot 33, County of Westchester, State of New York, were duly served upon the Board 
of Assessment Review and Assessors in the Town of Rye (the “Respondents”); and 
  

WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 
and Stipulation of  Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary  as follows: 
  Property   Assessment 
Description   Roll / Year    From   To   
4/65/9B, 9B1, 9C  1996   $159,600  $159,600     
    1997   $159,600  $159,600 
    1998   $159,600  $159,600      
    1999   $159,600  $159,600 
    2000   $159,600  $159,600 
    2001   $160,600  $150,000 
    2002   $160,600  $125,000 
    2003   $135,000  $115,000 
(Now known as Section 155.29; Block 1; Lot 33) 

 
WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as 

recommended by the  Special Counsel without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said 
matters. 

 
NOW, THEREORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 

session duly convened as follows: 
1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of 

Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 
2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP, 

Special Counsel for the Town of Rye, be and hereby is authorized to consent to the entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
directing the establishment of assessments for the tax years 2001, 2002 and 2003 as 
aforesaid to execute Stipulations of  Discontinuance of said proceedings. 

3.     The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on the                    
        terms set forth herein. 
4.   This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL 
AYES:        Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrlli and Supervisor Morabito  
NOES:        None. 

Assessor Markowitz explained the Resolution which were Certioraris dating back to 1996, 

noting  that through the year 2000 there was no reduction and cited the reductions.  He felt that this was 

a good deal for the Town and that the School District has been made aware of it. 
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On motion of Councilperson Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Walter , the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, Petitions and Notices of Petition of review the assessment for taxation years 2001,  
2002  and  2003  of the real estate of RYE KING ASSOCIATES, LLC,  900  King  Street, Rye Brook, 
New York  affecting the parcel of real property on the Tax Rolls of the Town of Rye known formerly as 
Section 1,  Block 6,  Lot 2A1  now known as Section  129.68  Block: 1 Lot: 13, County of Westchester, 
State of New York, were duly served upon the Board of Assessment Review and Assessors in the Town 
of Rye (the “Respondents”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Respondents and said property owner are prepared to enter into an Agreement 

and Stipulation of  Compromise and Settlement of their differences in summary  as follows: 

  Property   Assessment 
Description   Roll / Year    From   To   
1/6/2A1     2001   $360,000  $270,000 
      2002   $360,000  $270,000 
      2003   $278,000  $270,000 
                                                                   
(Now known  as Section 129.68, Block 1, Lot 13) 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Town to settle said matters as 
recommended by the  Special Counsel without further attendant legal and appraisal costs relating to said 
matters. 
 
 NOW, THEREORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Rye in regular 
session duly convened as follows: 

1. The Supervisor of the Town of Rye be and hereby is authorized to enter into a Stipulation of   
Settlement of said pending proceedings on the terms set forth herein. 

2. Daniel D. Tartaglia of DelBello Donnellan Weingarten Tartaglia Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP,                                       
Special Counsel for the Town of Rye, be and herby is authorized to consent to the entry of 
appropriate court orders to accomplish said settlement and upon entry of the court orders 
directing the establishment of assessments for the tax years 2001, 2002 and 2003 as 
aforesaid to execute Stipulations of Discontinuance of said proceedings.   

3. The Supervisor of the Town be and he hereby is authorized to make and pay refunds on the 
terms set forth herein. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
ROLL CALL 
AYES:        Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Lagana, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito.  
NOES:           None. 

 
 Assessor Markowitz reviewed the Settlement, noting that the School District has been so 
advised. 

* * * * * * * * 

 On  motion  of Councilperson  Walter  seconded by Councilperson Brooelli, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye, on the 16th day of June, 1970, adopted Local 
Law No. 1 wherein a Code of Ethics was created to govern the conduct of Town officers and Town 
employees of the Town of Rye, County of Westchester, State of New York, and 
 

WHEREAS, under the said Local Law, a Board of Ethics shall be established to administer and 
interpret the rules and procedure for the administration of the Code, and 
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WHEREAS, the Board of Ethics shall consist of at least three members to  be  appointed  by  the 
Town  Board, all of who reside in the Town of Rye and who shall serve without compensation and at the 
pleasure of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, and 
 

WHEREAS, a majority of such members shall be persons other than Town employees, but shall 
include at least one member who is an elected or an appointed Town employee of the Town of Rye, and 
  

WHEREAS, the Town Board has, after investigation and careful evaluation, reviewed the 
background and qualifications of candidates for the Board of Ethics of the Town of Rye, 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Elizabeth Rotfeld, 105 Betsy Brown Road, Port 
Chester, New York 10573, be and she is hereby re-appointed to serve as a member of the Board of 
Ethics of the Town of Rye and to serve at the pleasure of the Town Board. 

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:          Councilperson Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
 NOES:          None. 

 The Supervisor explained that the reappointment was needed due to her having health problems, 

according to law, Mrs. Rotfeld was not able to execute her  necessary Oath of Office as the  30 day limit 

for this purpose had expired. 

   * * * * * * * 

 The Clerk presented the following Resolution, which on motion of Councilperson Lagana,  

 seconded by Councilperson Walter, was adopted 

 RESOLVED, that Anna Sabia residing at 7 Acker Drive, Rye Brook, New York 10573, be and 
she hereby is designated as a representative of the Town of Rye on said Port Chester – Town of Rye 
Youth Board to serve at the pleasure of the Town Board, effective immediately. 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES: Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisoe Morabito. 
NOES:  None. 

* * * * * * * 
The Clerk presented letters from School Districts requesting use of voting machines for their 

upcoming School Board Members and Budgets to be held on May 18, 2004: 
 On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously 
adopted, the request for the use of three (3) voting machines by Rye Neck UFSD was approved. 

On motion of Councilperson Mendicino Daly, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and 
 unanimously adopted, the request for the use of  three (3) voting machines by Blind Brook Rye UFSD 
was approved. 
 On motion of Councilperson Mendicino Daly, seconded by Councilperson Walter and  
unanimously adopted, the request for the use of six (6) voting machines by Port Chester Rye UFSD was 
approved. 

It was noted that machines would be delivered  on Monday, May 17th and picked up for return on 

May 19th, and that all machines were to be delivered and picked up as per conditions set by the Town 

Clerk and Custodian of Voting Machines. 

* * * * * * * 

The Clerk stated she had a letter which was not on the Agenda. 
ROLL CALL: on no objections.  There were none. 

 The Clerk  presented a letter dated April 15, 2004, addressed to the Honorable Nita  Lowey, from 
the Port Chester High School Band Director Robert C. Vitti as follows: 

“I am writing this letter to ask for your support in nominating the Port Chester High School 
Marching Band to be the musical representative for New York State at the January 2005 Presidential 
Inaugural Parade.  It would be our honor to represent the Village of Port Chester, Westchester County 
and New York State at such a prestigious event. 

The Port Chester High School Band (known as the “Pride of Port Chester”) is no stranger to 
participating in nationally-renowned parades including recent performances in the 2000 and 2004  
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Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, the Jr. Orange Bowl Parade in 2003 as well as the Rose Bowl Parade, 
the Milwaukee Circus Parade and the Parade held in New York City for the returning troops from 
Operation Desert Storm. 

Any assistance you can provide toward our performing in the parade would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at the School – 914-97972.” 
The Clerk was instructed to advise Representative Lowey that the Town Board on behalf of its 

residents, strongly supports the Port Chester High School Marching Band in its endeavors and it would 

certainly make its residents proud to have them participate in this most prestigious  event. 

* * * * * * * 

 The Assessor announced the forthcoming meeting to be held on  April 26, 2004 starting at 7:00 

P. M.  in  the  Middle  School  Auditorium,  Bowman  Avenue,  Rye  Brook,   New  York to  discuss the  

revaluation with a panel, consisting of a representative of the State of New York,  Valuation 

Consultants, Daniel Tartaglia and himself, to answer any questions on said process and not to address 

any individual property owners complaints. 

The Supervisor noted that an instructional tape will be ready in the near future explaining from 

“start to finish” of the revaluation process on the three school and three Village channels.  Numbers will 

be listed to call and dates for scheduled individual meetings for property owners to come and grieve, to 

which the Assessor concurred stating that during this past week the panel has been before the Villages of 

Port Chester and Rye Brook on their respective cables. 

To the Town Attorney, the Supervisor stated that this meeting will be adjourned to Executive 

Session to discuss two, pending litigations  

Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. Sapione reported on the Bridges, noting that after an 

inspection, the Otter Creek Bridge is structurally complete and needs landscaping and the Guion Creek 

Bridge, which was completed several years ago,  needs some minor cosmetic improvement.  He 

discussed the bridge litigation noting that out of 13 bridges, narrowing that figure down to a partial 

responsibility of two bridges, which has not yet been signed off with the Judge.  He said that a dialogue 

has been opened with the Highway Department of the Village of Mamaroneck and its Village Manager. 

* * * * * * * 

Records Clerk Nicholas C. Mecca read the following RECORD MINUTE: 

Record minute-back over 100 years to a meeting held in the town Rooms on Tuesday September 
1, 1903. Present: Supervisor Studwell, Justices Wakefield, Marshall and Kane, absent Justice Baruch.  
“It was resolved on motion that the districts be the same as last year as follows, the committee 
to designate polling places reported, they would recommend the following; 
 1st District Foresters Hall, Barry Avenue (Mamaroneck) 

2nd District Billingtons Hall, (Rye)  
3rd District Wagner Store, (Rye) 
4th District Mellor Hose Co. ground floor (Port Chester) 
5th District George E. Ellis Barn, Smith Street (Port Chester) 
6th District W. V. Breen’s store, King Street 
7th District Reliance Engine House, Willett St.” 

The Supervisor, reporting on Rye Town Park, commended the staff on the preparations for 

Opening Day, noted the progress of the Restoration  and that bids had been received for the additional 

work on the Duck Pond,   should be completed this Fall which will  not only help with the effluents into 

the Sound, but will help with the décor, make a home for the ducks and a possible ice rink during the 

winter months. 
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He congratulated new members of the Village Boards and looked forward to an on-going 

relationship with them, noting that Mayor Rand has appointed an Ad Hoc Revaluation Committee, 

chaired by former Trustee Gary Zuckerman and Trustee Dean Santon as Liaison to the Town Board. 

The Supervisor appointed Councilperson Mendicino  Daly from  School District #4 and 

Councilperson Borrelli, from School District #5 to be  Liaisons to the Village of  Rye Brook 

representing the Town of Rye, for a period of one year each, to report back to the Town Board after 

meeting with Rye Brook. 

He noted that the official awarding of the Duck Pond, Various Item Bid associated with the 

reconstruction of Rye Town Park  will take place at the next meeting of the Park Commission to be held 

on Thursday night. 

* * * * * * * 

Reporting on Soccer, Councilperson Borrelli said that a complete report will be ready for the 

next meeting, when Grant money and Engineer’s report may be received and included in said report.  He 

noted that the fields are being maintained. 

* * * * * * * 

 Bernard Abel, Edgewood Drive, Rye Brook, noting that Lt. Monroe Y. Mann, Jr., is scheduled to 

leave for Iraq, felt that the Town should publicly commend him on his service; again felt that 

consideration should be given  to removing the names of Town Board members from the Korean 

Memorial or making them smaller, voluntarily; disparaging remarks made by the Supervisor about him; 

the third member to the Ethics Committee; and remarks made by John Watch concerning Port Chester 

subsidizing Rye Brook. 

 The Supervisor, replying to Mr. Abel, concurred with him about Lt. Mann and wished him well; 

that names will not be erased or made smaller as concurred by the Veterans; that he did not make the 

remarks noted;  that a future member will be added to the Board of Ethics and that he was not aware of  

the statement  made by Mr. Watch. 

 Goldie Solomon, Puritan Drive, Port Chester, reminded the Board that the American Legion Post 

93 will celebrate its 85th Anniversary on July 7th, at which time a hand cancellation will be held and a 

Proclamation from the Town Board is needed; thanked the Board for its action taken with the Marching 

Band request; thanked the Board for the PC Historical Society meeting to be held April 27th and 

criticized the Board for permitting a company from Long Island that knows nothing about the Village of 

Port Chester to revaluate the taxes; and her quest for Monument Park from the City of Rye and Rye 

Historical Society to no avail. 

 Councilperson Lagana answered her criticism concerning revaluation citied that, in effect, by 

placing Equalization Rates, the Town is  being revaluated by the State who knows nothing about Port 

Chester and that reval and “going to 100%, we take that control out of New York State and place it back 

in the Town of Rye and  give it to our Assessor who lives in the area” and the only flaw in the process is  

that it is not carried through year after year. 
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The Supervisor noted that it is a difficult process and the Town is trying to do it the best way 

possible, noting that a  lot of  meetings  will  be held  in the next  seven  weeks  to  explain  the  

revaluation  process  and welcomed public input.   He further noted the Town  has only one “shot” to get 

it right whereas the property owner has various “shots” to prove the Town is wrong. 

Richard Abel, 19 Quintard Drive, Port Chester, a proponent of revaluation, questioned 

Councilperson Lagana how much he got his million dollar Assessment down to and Councilperson 

Lagana replied that it is still up there and as a citizen, he has to follow the process set forth. 

* * * * * * * 

 There being no further business, on motion made by Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by 

Councilperson Lagana the meeting was adjourned to Executive Session. 

 Before the Roll was taken, the Supervisor authorized the Town Attorney to proceed with the    

Appeals litigation. 

The Roll being taken, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 P. M. to Executive Session. 

 

 

Respectfully submit  

                       

     

Frances C. Nugent 
Town Clerk 

              

  

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
                                                                                                               



MEETING HELD MAY 25, 2004 

 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening, May 

25, 2004, 8:00 P.M. in the Court Room of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 

Chester, New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 PRESENT, in addition to the Supervisor were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino Daly,  
Dominick Lagana, John P. Walter, Michael J. Borrelli and Deputy Town 
Clerk Linda A. Lyons. 

 ABSENT: Town Clerk Frances C. Nugent 

 ALSO 
PRESENT: Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. Sapione, Town Attorney Monroe 

Y. Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli and Director of 
Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky. 

 DEPT. HEADS 
ABSENT: Receiver of Taxes Hope B. Vespia, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz 

and Representatives of the Court. 
 
 Aldo Vitagliano led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli 
read the Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 
      * * * * * * * 
 The minutes of November 19, 2002 were tabled once again.  On motion of Councilperson 
Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly and unanimously adopted the minutes of 
April 20, 2004 and May 11, 2004 were approved as presented. 
      * * * * * * *      
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
  TOWN CLERK FRANCES C. NUGENT for the month of April, 2004: 
   Total remitted to Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,595.31 
  CRAWFORD PARK for the month of April, 2004 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,275.00 

 
* * * * * * * 

  On motion of Councilperson  Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the 

following Resolution was adopted: 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye adopted the Town of Rye Tree 

Guidelines on August 20, 2002, and 

 WHEREAS, Section 2 (Creation and Establishment of a Town Tree Board) of said 

Guidelines states, creates and establishes a Town Tree Board for the Town of Rye which shall 

consist of three (3) members, 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following shall serve on said Board at 

the pleasure of the Supervisor to be appointed annually, effective immediately:   

  The Honorable John P. Walter, Councilman 

32 Brook Lane 
   Rye Brook, New York 10573 
`    

Margaret  Heib 
   91 Valley Terrace 
   Port Chester, New York 10573 
 
   Eleanor Herman 
   25 Lincoln Avenue  
   Rye Brook, New York 10573 
  ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and  
   Supervisor Morabito 

NOES:  None 
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Councilwoman Mendicino Daly questioned how  these tree guidelines coincide with the 

Village of Rye Brook’s tree ordience or does it just pertain to Crawford Park, which Councilman 
Walter stated it just pertained to Crawford Park.  Supervisor Morabito  stated “for everyone’s 
edification  we have a tree guidelines rules and regulations established on existing and historic 
trees as well as what can be planted and not  planted in Crawford Park on the 36.5 acres, which is 
on file in the clerks office. This was done in conjunction with The Friends of Crawford Park as 
well as our landscape architect.” 
 

* * * * * * *    
The Deputy Clerk stated there was a Resolution which was not the agenda. 
ROLL CALL:  On no objections.  There were none. 
 
On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye has reviewed the results of its contract with Complus, for 

the collection of revenues and fines from parking tickets, and 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Rye desires to renew its aforesaid contract, 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is authorized to enter into 

an agreement with COMPLUS DATA INNOVATIONS, INC., dated April 29, 2004, effective 

immediately and the terms and conditions of the said Agreement will remain in effect for a 

period of three (3) years from date of acceptance, with automatic renewals upon the same terms 

and conditions annually. 

 ROLL CALL: 

AYES:       Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor  
        Morabito 

 NOES:       None 

  

 The Supervisor explained that the Town has been working with Complus Data Innovation 

for years to collect delinquent fines for the Village of Rye Brook.  Councilwoman Mendicino 

Daly stated Complus will be collecting 20% of all State of New York Ticket Collections and 

20% of all Out-of-State Parking Ticket Collections. 

      * * * * * * *      

 Supervisor Morabito updated the Board regarding revaluation, noting  numerous 

meetings have taken place with the various village boards and school systems.  A tape has been 

on cable television in the Villages of  Port Chester, Rye Brook and the Rye Neck Section of the 

Village of Mamaroneck.  Further noting in addition to the various meetings Mayor Rand, from 

the Village of Rye Brook, has appointed a task force which has had numerous meetings with Mr. 

Watch and all of the Homeowners Associations and at the Posillipo  Center the task force is set 

up to help people fill out forms if they want to challenge the bar.  Mr. McGrath, who is the actual 

property appraiser, with regard to our commercial valuation, is very impressed with the data 

being used with Mr. Watch.   The Supervisor concluding in saying “the  process is working itself 

out very well.” 

      * * * * * * *   
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Superintendent of Highway Vincent Sapione stated the Town of Rye is still in litigation 

with the Village of Mamaroneck regarding bridges, “basically there is only one bridge left that 

has not been resolved.  The Town of Rye and the Village of Mamaroneck have come to an 

agreement with regard to the responsibilities set down as far as maintenance and repair on the 

bridges.” 

Town Attorney Mann added “that under the Village Law Section 6-604 all bridges within 

a village must be maintained by the Town; there are 24 or 25 bridges that were under 

consideration and we narrowed it down substantially which is a great victory for the Town.  We 

are fully responsible for the two that originally we had Guion Creek and Otter Creek and we 

have only partial responsibility for three other bridges.”  The Supervisor stated that money has 

been set aside in the budget for such repairs and will be carried over for future needs.  The 

stipulation will be, although it has not yet been signed, is that Mamaroneck will undertake the 

work and the Town will just fund its appropriate share.      

      * * * * * * *       

Supervisor Morabito update the Board on Rye Town Park regarding the contracting of 

Lisa Easton, Historic Architect Firm and various grants which will be available  for restoration.  

Noting the two pavilions are now completed, restored to their 1909 original architecture, being 

funded with some grant money, but mostly by Seaside Johnny’s John Ambrose and Sam 

Chernin.  Further noting that the duck pond project is on target and should be complete by the 

end of summer.    Councilman Lagana questioned if the presentation Lisa Easton presented at the 

Coveleigh Club could be put on line for residence as the history of Rye Town Park is  very 

interesting to which the Supervisor replied “Ms. Easton and Raymond Sculky are working to put 

excerpts on the Town website.” 

      * * * * * * *    

 Councilman Borrelli, reporting on Soccer, stated the committee has had several meetings 

but came up with nothing conclusive.  The next step could be for the Town Board to get the 

Villages and School Boards to take advantage of the open space they have to provide the fields, 

which there is a dire need for.   They do have liaisons working with the Villages of Port Chester 

and Rye Brook and hopefully they will come back to the committee with some answers so they 

can present them to the Town Board.  Mr. Vitagliano  suggested using state land across from Rye 

Country Day for fields for all communities in the area.  The Supervisor stated the Town did 

receive another grant to do an actual engineering study from the Army Corp of Engineers, which 

is underway, at the Crawford recreation area with regard to drainage, as well as other areas in 

Crawford Park.  Upon receipt of this report the Supervisor suggested the Soccer Committee look 

at the report and determine if the temporary soccer field is in the appropriate place and if so it 

can be made permanent.   

* * * * * * *     
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Aldo Vitagliano, 27 Elizabeth Street, Port Chester, New York spoke briefly regarding a 

Title Search that was done on the Brown Cemetery.  Noting after further research on the history 

of the cemetery it is ascertained the last burial took place between 1904 and 1906, therefore it 

seem the cemetery is abandon and according to the law if a cemetery is deemed abandon it 

reverts back to the town.   He further noted there exists an easement of necessity to access the 

cemetery to which the Supervisor asked “ if the easement can be denied?”  to which Mr. 

Vitagliano responded it calls for a  legal opinion and my opinion is that you can’t be denied 

access. The following Resolution was adopted to establish a voluntary cemetery maintenance 

cleanup program: 

On motion of Councilperson  Lagana, seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 WHEREAS the representative of Troop 6 of the Boy Scouts of America has presented the 

Town Board of the Town of Rye with a program for voluntary maintenance and cleanup of the 

Brown Cemetery located on Indian Road in the Village of Port Chester, and 

 WHEREAS the Town Board is supportive of the efforts of the scouts to clean up the 

cemetery and 

 WHEREAS the Town Board desires to fall within the protection of Section 165 of the 

General Municipal Law which allows for municipal corporation to establish a Voluntary  

Cemetery Maintenance and Cleanup Program and exempt themselves from liability for damages 

sustained by anybody  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Town Board of the Town of Rye 

hereby adopts the Maintenance and Cleanup Program as presented by Mr. Gregory Fragiacomo. 

ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana Borrelli and Supervisor 
   Morabito 
 NOES:  None 

Gregory Fragiacomo updated the Town Board regarding the use of Rev. Washington’s 

property for the month of June, but after that access to the easement will be necessary.  Further 

noting that certificates of insurance will be forthcoming for the Town of Rye and the Village of 

Port Chester from the Boy Scouts. 

David Fragiacomo asked if it would be possible to move the easement over to the far side 

of Mr. Skrzypczak  property which would be right in the center of the cemetery. 

The Supervisor instructed the Town Attorney to notify Mr. Matthew Skrzypczak and  the 

four houses surrounding the cemetery of the project.   

     * * * * * * *       

 The Supervisor introduced County Legislator Martin Rogowsky who brought the Board 

up to date on the Legacy Program.  He reported on  the ½% sales tax increase and further noted 

how upset his colleagues were with the  State Legislators over the sales tax.   Further noting he 

finished his studies on the Consolidated Sewer District and will introduce it next week.  There 

are two issues regarding  Senior Citizens;  first trying to get  property tax cut into two payments 
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 which would be county wide and if a municipality wishes to opt out they can.   Secondly,  I am 

trying to work with the Seniors in Port Chester to get them vouchers for taxis. He further updated 

the Board regarding the Westchester County Airport for the Terminal Capacity Agreement and 

the Deicing Facility. 

* * * * * * *      

Bernard Abel, 6 Edgewood Drive, Rye Brook, New York, inquired when the third person 

was going  to be appointed the Board of Ethics and suggested the Town Board appoint an 

independent council to the committee.  

      * * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana and 

unanimously adopted the meeting adjourned to Executive Session at 9:18 P.M. for the purpose of 

discussing litigation and personnel. 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

         Linda A. Lyons 
         Deputy Town Clerk 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



MEETING HELD JUNE 23, 2004 

 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Wednesday evening, 

June 23, 2004 at 8 P.M. in the Court Room of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, 

New York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 PRESENT, in addition to the Supervisor, were Councilpersons Michele Mendicino Daly, John P. 
                                  Walter, Michael J. Borrelli and Town Clerk Frances C. Nugent. 
 ABSENT:     Councilperson Dominick Lagana 
 ALSO 
 PRESENT:    Superintendent  of  Highways  Vincent  A.  Sapione, Town  Attorney  Monroe Y.  

Mann, Town Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli and Director of Purchasing 
Raymond L. Sculky. 

 DEPART.  HEADS 
 ABSENT:       Receiver of Taxes Hope B. Vespia and Representatives of the Court. 
 
 Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and 

Councilperson  Borrelli read the Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings.  

* * * * * * * 

 Action on the November 19, 2002 minutes was again tabled. On motion of Councilperson 

Walter, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously adopted, the Minutes of the Meeting held 

on May 25, 2004 were accepted, with correction to the misspelling of a proper name and on motion of 

Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, and unanimously adopted,  the 

minutes of the meeting held on June 8, 2004 were approved as presented. 

* * * * * * * 

 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK FRANCES C. NUGENT, for the month of May, 2004: 
   Total remitted to Supervisor…………………………….$ 1,655.99 
  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of May, 2004…………… $ 4,475.00 

* * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Supervisor Morabito, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 RESOLVED, that the Thirty-one (31) Election Districts in the Town of Rye be and they hereby are 
consolidated into three (3) centrally located places for the 2004 Local Registration of Voters to be held on 
Thursday, October 7, 2004 between the hours of 5:00 P.M. and 9:00 P. M., and again on Saturday, 
October 9, 2004  between the hours of 12:00 NOON and 7:00 P. M., at the following locations: 
    TOWN OFFICE BUILDING 
    10 Pearl Street 
    Port Chester, New York 10573  

     
    BRUNO M. PONTERIO RIDGE STREET SCHOOL 
    Elementary Lobby 
    North Ridge Street 
    Rye Brook, New York 10573 
     
    RYE NECK HIGH SCHOOL 
    Library Community Room 
    300 Hornidge Road 
                          Mamaroneck, NY 10543                                                                            
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter,  Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
 NOES:   None. 
 ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana 
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 The Supervisor felt that having Registration in only one area rather than in the three areas listed, 

might disenfranchise the potential voters, citing examples.  

* * * * * * * 
  On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 

 Resolution was adopted: 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye, on the 16th day of June, 1970, adopted Local 
Law No. 1 wherein a Code of Ethics was created to govern the conduct of Town officers and Town 
employees of the Town of Rye, County of Westchester, State of New York, and 
 
 WHEREAS, under the said Local Law, a Board of Ethics shall be established to administer and 
interpret the rules and procedure for the administration of the Code, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Ethics shall consist of at least three members to be appointed by the 
Town Board, all of who reside in the Town of Rye and who shall serve without compensation and at the 
pleasure of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a majority of such members shall be persons other than Town employees, but shall 
include at least one member who is an elected or an appointed Town employee of the Town of Rye, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board has, after investigation and careful evaluation, reviewed the 
background and qualifications of candidates for the Board of Ethics of the Town of Rye, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Richard Corbetta, residing at 220 North Regent 
Street, Port Chester, New York 10573, be and he is hereby appointed to serve as a member of the Board 
of Ethics of the Town of Rye and to serve at the pleasure of the Town Board. 
  

ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:            Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito 
 NOES:  None. 
 ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana. 

 The Supervisor stated that he would like to appoint Councilperson Lagana to act as the non-

voting member of the Board of Ethics and a discussion ensued on this point, to which the Town 

Attorney stated that the appointee would be a member of the Board and as such, a voting member. 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Walter and unanimously 

adopted, the appointment of Councilperson Lagana was approved. 

* * * * * * * 
 After review of the Sealed Bids received in the Town Clerk’s Office on May 28, 2004 for 

Construction Of An Asphalt Non-Motorized Pedestrian Path At Crawford Park as listed in the Report 

from the Town Clerk,  qualifications for which were checked by Landscape Architect  Chris Cohan who 

found all had “applicable credentials”. 

 On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the Bid for 

Construction Of An Asphalt Non-Motorized Pedestrian Path At Crawford Park was awarded to the 

qualified, low bidder, Xavier Contracting, LLC , 68 Gaylord Rd., Scarsdale, NY 10583, in the total 

amount of  $34,995 as per Specifications, subject to providing a Performance Bond, Insurance 

Certificate for Liability  and an on-site inspection by a qualified engineer. 

 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:   Councilpersons Mendicino  Daly, Walter and Supervisor Morabito. 
 NOES:   None. 
 ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana. 
 ABSTAINING:  Councilperson Borrelli.  
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Councilperson Borrelli stated that he was abstaining as he was not sure if  Xavier Contracting, 

LLC is a client of  his Insurance Company. 

 Eleanor Herman, 25 Lincoln Avenue, Rye Brook, on behalf of  the  “Friends of Crawford  Park” 

expressed their concern to which the Supervisor replied  that upon completion of the work, the necessary 

Agreement will be signed and on file in the Town Clerk’s office for public inspection, and to another 

concern replied, “As long as the per unit cost is exactly the same, and if the “Friends” were desirous of 

spending the entire $50,000………Grant, then it would be appropriate, provided the extra work does not 

exceed his current bid price per square foot”. 

 In discussing the width of the Path, the Supervisor and Councilperson Walter concurred that 4’ 

was the only width bid upon and the latter also replied to a question from Ken Heller, residing at 22 

Lincoln Avenue, regarding the length of the Path, saying that during a walk-thru of the area, the 2,500 

linear feet Path will run from the base of Lincoln Avenue, at the sidewalk area, to the parallel of 

Crawford Park, past the baseball field, behind the sunken garden and  out to the road by the wet spots by  

the dump, and has not been staked out as yet, but when the requested information is received from the 

award Bidder, “we will then have the Contractor, Chris Cohan, myself and the ‘Friends of Crawford 

Park’ take paint cans and line where the path should go” and then be able to answer the question raised 

by Mrs. Herman regarding the shrubs, etc.,  noting that the path will run from the sidewalk area of the 

boundary of Crawford Park.  

* * * * * * * 

       On motion of Councilperson Walter,  seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously 

adopted, the Specifications For Transporting Voting Machines,  etc., within The Town of Rye as  

presented by the Town Clerk  were approved. Proposals will be returned 12:00 P. M. on August 2, 2004 

for presentation and awarding by the Town Board at its August meeting. 

* * * * * * * 
 The Clerk presented a letter addressed to her and dated May 25, 2004 from Congresswoman Nita  

M. Lowey, which was ordered filed: 

 “I received your letter requesting that I nominate the Port Chester High School Marching Band 
to represent New York State at the January 2005 Presidential Inaugural Parade.  My office contacted the 
White House and was informed that all activities for the Inaugural Parade are organized by a special 
Inaugural Committee.  That committee has not been formed for the 2005 Inauguration, and will likely 
not be established for several more months.  At that time, I will gladly submit the request on behalf of 
Port Chester. 
 
 Thank you for your letter, and please feel free to contact my office again.” 

* * * * * * * * 

 The Supervisor said he had a Resolution which was not on the Agenda. 

 ROLL CALL on no objections:  There were none. 
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The Clerk presented the following Resolution, which on motion of Councilperson Walter, 

seconded by Councilperson Borrelli  was adopted: 

 THAT, it was duly resolved that the Town of Rye is authorized to retain Jeffrey B. Rednick, 
Esq., 125 North Main Street, Port Chester, New York, to pursue the interests of the Town of Rye in 
connection with current and future litigation concerning the Brown Cemetery cleanup and restoration 
program. 
 
 THAT, Jeffrey B. Rednick has the authority to commence an action to Quiet Title of the property 
 in question, if said action is deemed to be in the best interests of the Town of Rye. 
 

 THAT, Jeffrey B. Rednick  will  be  paid  a  retainer  of   two-thousand  five hundred ($2,500.00) 
 dollars, at a rate of one hundred ($100.00) dollars per hour. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:    Councilperson Mendicino Daly, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
 NOES:   None. 
 ABSENT:   Councilperson Lagana. 

 Aldo Vitagliano thanked the Town Board for this action taken and explained the pending 

litigation; Mr. Fragiacomo commented on the situation; Goldie Solomon requested that the Town 

research the status of the cemetery, whether on the National Register or if it is land-marked as  this 

would have bearing on its cleanup program; and Mr. Richard Abel questioned the appointment of Mr. 

Rednick when residents are paying for a Town Attorney. 

 The Supervisor explained that the Town Attorney  was involved with the Skrzypczak family and 

not to create any appearance of a conflict, the appointment was made.  He instructed the Clerk to inquire 

into the landmark status of the cemetery. 

* * * * * * * 

 Reviewing revaluation, the Supervisor thanked the press for listing the status of the parcels and 

that it would be beneficial to the School Districts; commercials are satisfied, although there will be a 

decline in Certiorari filings;   as per ORPS,  the City  of  Rye  has filed its  last Segmentation Tax 

against Rye Neck residents; and “for the first time in 37 years, we are going to have tax fairness in 

equity in all of our properties” and a commitment was made to the State for  the next six years, noting 

participation of other communities, he felt that although some people might have been raised, as he was, 

but in the long run, “it’s fair”.  He thanked the Board for their hard work stating that “although the 

process is not officially over until September, cause now the Roll is in the BAR’s hands”, noting that 

any errors, etc., will be corrected by  September l5th, “and then we will have a full, on-line roll for the 

villages and the schools.” 

* * * * * * * 

 Mrs. Herman thanked the Town of Rye, on behalf of the Friends of Crawford Park, for what it is 

doing in the Park which will alter the character of the Park and for sharing its views with them. 

. 

* * * * * * * 
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 Goldie Solomon stated that the Country’s American Legion is celebrating its 85th Anniversary 

and to commemorate this, local Post 93, one of the first hundred posts created, is holding a free hand 

cancellation to be held on Wednesday, July 7, 2004 between the hours of 8 A. M. and 4 P. M., and is 

asking for donations for which she presented a letter.  She asked for Certificates of Appreciation and/or 

Proclamations to be placed on her exhibit table before that specified date to show that Government does 

support our “Freedom Fighters”. 

 Mrs. Solomon  was also asked to present a letter to obtain the funds allotted in the Budget for the 

Civil War Monument. 

* * * * * * * 

 Receiving a reply to his questions to Councilperson Mendicino Daly, liaison to the Rye Brook’s 

Board of Ethics, Richard  Abel,  19 Quintard  Drive,  Port Chester,  New York asked the Supervisor why 

the Town’s Board of Ethics operated so differently in that, as per the current Town Law,  a citizen 

cannot  file a complaint to said Board only if he is an elected or Town employee, to which the Town 

Attorney concurred. 

 A discussion ensured. 

* * * * * * * 

 Noting the presence of a member of the audience, the Supervisor stated that he had received his 

letter today and if needed, will reply to it in the affirmative, but  cautioned  not to infringe on Town 

property. 

* * * * * * * 

 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Mendicino Daly, seconded by 

Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 P. M. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

  

            

 
         Frances C. Nugent 
         Town Clerk 
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MEETING HELD JULY 20, 2004 

 
 

A Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 

July 20, 2004 at 8:10 P. M., in the Court Room of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port  

Chester, New York  with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 
  

PRESENT,  in addition to  the  Supervisor,  were:   Councilpersons  Michele  Mendicino  Daly,          
                                 Dominick Lagana, John P. Walter,  Michael J. Borrelli and Town Clerk Frances C. 
           Nugent. 
 ABSENT:     None. 
 ALSO  
 PRESENT:   Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. Sapione,Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, 
                                 Town Comptroller Joseph A. Granchelli and Director of Purchasing Raymond L. 
            Sculky. 
 DEPARTMENT HEADS  

 ABSENT:    Receiver of Taxes Hope B. Vespia and Representatives of the Court. 
 

 

Comptroller Granchelli led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the tape recorder was in 

use during the proceedings.  Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer. 

 

* * * * * * * 

 

 Action on the November 19, 2002 Minutes was again tabled and on motion of Councilperson 

Walter, seconded by Councilperson Lagana, the minutes of the meeting held on June 23, 2004 were 

approved as presented. 

* * * * * * * 

 

 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

 
  TOWN CLERK FRANCES C. NUGENT, for the month of June, 2004: 
   Total amount to Supervisor………………………$     1,854.94 
   
  RECEIVER OF TAXES HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of March, 2004: 
    Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye………….$  820,114.19 
    Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester…     81,107.09 
    Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook…… 482,036.54  
                $1,383,257.82 

  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of June, 2004……  $       8,190.00 
 

 
* * * * * * * 
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On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Town Board of the Town of Rye (the “Town Board”), County of Westchester, 
New York, has heretofore duly authorized a capital expenditure of $575,000 for the acquisition of land 
for park purposes, which amount was authorized therefore pursuant to a Resolution dated April 15, 
2003, adopted by said Town Board and hereinafter referred to; 
 
 WHEREAS, due to increased cost estimates it is now necessary and desirable to amend said 
resolution to increase the authorization for such purposes and the amount of indebtedness to be incurred 
therefore, from $575,000 to $700,000;  
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board (by the favorable vote of not less 
than two-thirds of all the members of said Town Board) as follows: 
 
 Section A.   The Resolution of the Town, dated April 15, 2003, of said Town duly adopted by the 
Town Board entitled: 
   

    “A RESOLUTION  APPROPRIATING  $575,000  AUTHORIZING  THE  
      ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PARK PURPOSES WITHIN THE TOWN 
         OF RYE, NEW YORK, STATING THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM COST 
         THEREOF  IS   $575,000,   AND   AUTHORIZING  THE  ISSUANCE  OF 
          $575,000   SERIAL   BONDS   OF   SAID   TOWN   TO   FINANCE  SAID 
         APPROPRIATION,” 
 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 

    A  RESOLUTION  APPROPRIATING   $700,000  AUTHORIZING  THE 
    ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PARK PURPOSES WITHIN THE TOWN 
    OF RYE, NEW YORK, STATING THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM COST 

   THEREOF  IS  $700,000,    AND  AUTHORIZING  THE  ISSUANCE   OF 
   $700,000   SERIAL   BONDS   OF   SAID   TOWN   TO   FINANCE  SAID 

        APPROPRIATION. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board (by the favorable vote of not less than two-thirds of all 
the members of said Town Board), as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The Town Board hereby determines that the specific object or purpose authorized 
pursuant to this resolution constitutes an “Unlisted Action” pursuant to the provisions of the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act, Part 617 of 6 N.Y.C.R.R., and will not have a significant effect on 
the environment.  A records of such determination shall be maintained in a file, readily accessible to the 
public, at the office of the Town Clerk. 

 
Section 2.  The Town is hereby authorized to finance the costs of the acquisition of land for park 

purposes, described as 120 North Ridge Street, Rye Brook, New York, Section 1, Block 5, Lot 17B on 
the Town of Rye Tax Map.  The estimated maximum cost of said specific object or purpose, including 
costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, is $700,000 and said amount is hereby appropriated 
therefore.  The plan of financing includes the issuance of $700,000 serial bonds of the Town to finance 
said appropriation, and the levy and collection of taxes on all the taxable real property of the Town to 
pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall become due and payable. 
 
 Section 3.  Serial bonds of the Town is the principal amount of $700,000 are hereby authorized 
to be issued pursuant to the provisions of the Local Financial Law (herein called the “Law”) to finance 
said appropriation. 
 
 Section 4.  The following additional matters are hereby determined and declared:  
 

(a) The period of probable usefulness of  said specific object or purpose for which said 
            $700,000 serial bonds authorized pursuant to this resolution are to be issued, within      
       the limitations of Section 11.00 a. 21(a) of the Law, is thirty (30) years. 
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(b) The  proposed  maturity of the  bonds  authorized by this resolution will exceed five 

(5) years.  
 
 Section 5.  Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution and any bond anticipation notes 
issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds shall contain the recital of validity as prescribed by 
Section 52.00 of the Law and said bonds and any notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, shall be 
general obligations of the Town, payable as to both principal and interest by general tax upon all the 
taxable real property within the Town without limitation of rate or amount.  The faith and credit of the 
Town are hereby irrevocably pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and interest on said 
bonds and any notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds and provision shall be made annually 
in the budget of the Town by appropriation for (a) the amortization and redemption of the bonds and any 
notes in anticipation thereof to mature in such year and (b) the payment of interest to be due and payable 
in such year. 
 
 Section 6.  Subject to the provisions of this resolution and of the Law and pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 21.00, Section 30.00, Section 50.00, Section 56.00 to 60.00 and Section 63.00 of 
the Law, the powers and duties of the Town Board relative to authorizing bond anticipation notes and 
the renewals thereof, determining whether to issue bonds with substantially level or declining annual 
debt service, prescribing the terms, form and contents of the bonds herein authorized, bond anticipation 
notes issued in anticipation of said bonds and the renewals thereof, and any other powers or duties 
pertaining to or incidental to the sales and issuance of the bonds herein authorized, bond anticipation 
notes issued in anticipation of  said bonds and the renewals thereof, are hereby delegated to the 
Supervisor, the chief fiscal officer of the Town. 
 
 Section 7.  The validity of the bonds authorized by this resolution and of any notes issued in 
anticipation of the sale of said bonds may be contested only if: 
 

(a) such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the Town is not   
authorized to expand money, or 

 
(b) the provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of the publication  

of this resolution are not substantially complied with, 
  
and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the 
date of such publication, or 
 

(c) such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the constitution. 
 

Section 8.  This resolution is adopted  subject  to  permissive  referendum  and  shall  take  effect 
thirty (30) days after its adoption or, if a referendum is held, upon the affirmative vote of a majority of 
the qualified electors of the Issuer voting on the referendum. 
 
 Section 9.  The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed, within ten (10) days  after the 
adoption of this resolution, to cause this resolution to be (a) published in  The Journal News, a 
newspaper published in White Plains, New York and the Westmore News, a newspaper published in 
Port Chester, New York, both of which are hereby designate the official newspapers of the Town, and 
(b) posted on the sign board of the Town maintained pursuant to the Town Law, together with a notice 
of the adoption thereof.  After this bond resolution shall take effect, the Town Clerk is hereby further 
directed to cause said bond resolution to be published, in full, together with a Notice attached in 
substantially the form prescribed in Section 81.00 of the Law, in said official newspapers of the Issuer. 
 
 Section B.  The amendment of the resolution set forth in Section A of this resolution, shall in no 
way affect the validity of liabilities incurred, obligations issued, or action taken pursuant to said 
resolution, and all such liabilities incurred, obligations issued, or action taken, now or hereafter, shall be 
deemed to have been incurred, issued or taken pursuant to said ordinance, as so amended. 
 
 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Lagana, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
  NOES:   None 
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 The Supervisor gave a brief history of  the matter from the issuance of the $575,000 Bond  in 

2003 for the Acquisition of land located in Crawford Park upon which is the cottage referred to in the  

Deed, citing the litigation period “with an entity to purchase the property, we’ve come to an agreement 

in the settlement with regard to that without going to court and for both parties to sign off that the Town 

would purchase the parcel and both sides be released from the suit”;  costs going up, resulting in a 

higher settlement than was previously bonded and upon advice of bonding counsel and attorneys 

amending the bond from $575,000 to $750,000.   

 Calling for questions, Bernard Abel, 6 Edgewood Drive, Rye Brook questioned the number of 

signatures needed for Permissive Referendum and the total cost of the bond, to which the Supervisor 

replied that he did not know the number or the cost would be anywhere from 2 to 3 and ½%   and further 

stated that the cost of demolition  is not part of the $750,000.    

Superintendent of Highways Sapione questioned the role of the United Hospital and its 

jurisdiction in relation to this additional parcel, citing, for example, the controversial monument and 

approvals needed, to which the Supervisor replied that the property “now becomes part of Crawford 

Park”, a contiguous part of the park. He said the building will be leveled  and after the process is 

completed,  the Town will look into beautification  of that area. 

 Eleanor Herman, 25 Lincoln Ave., Rye Brook, felt that it would not fall under the  stipulations of 

the Will as it was not part of the original deed, concurring with the Superintendent of Highways. 

 The Supervisor described the conditions to make sure there was no liability from going before 

the Bankers Trust Board and Executives who will be copied on all of the documents, “but the bottom 

line is, it will become property of the park.” 

 In reply to a question from Ted Musho, 2 Wilton Rd., Rye Brook,  the Supervisor stated that he 

would ask the Town Attorney to draft a Resolution showing the Intent of the Town Board, to be 

presented at the next meeting. 

* * * * * * * 

 A letter was received from Goldie Solomon, dated June 24, 2004, addressed to the Supervisor 

and Members of the Town Board regarding where to send the funds allocated in the 2004 Budget for the   

Restoration of the Civil War Monument, which was so directed at the Meeting held on June 23, 2004. 

The funds are to be sent to the Hudson Valley Bank, 500 Westchester Avenue, Port Chester, New York.  

    Councilperson Borrelli questioned who was responsible for the monument, are monuments 

covered by insurance, what is the  cost factor, who owns the property  and the breakdown of those who 

donated and could this be obtained. 

 Lt. Col. (Ret.) Bernard Abel, a member of the Veterans, said he believed the Village of Port 

Chester owns the property, as it provides flags for the Veterans and provides landscaping services and 

that it was the Village’s responsibility. 

 The Supervisor explained the “crusade” Mr. Solomon was on to restore that monument and since 

it was a Civil War memorial that not only the Town but the Village of Port Chester and the then Village 

of Rye were involved in the financing of this, noting the Town allotted funds in its 2004 Budget. 
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Superintendent of Highways Sapione reported on the Bridges in Mamaroneck, noting that 

regular maintenance is being performed on them. 

Nicholas Mecca, Election Coordinator  from the Town Clerk’s Office, announced that due to   

the Jewish Holiday,  Registration Day, originally set for October 7, 2004, will be held instead on 

Tuesday, September 28, 2004 between the hours of 5 P. M. to 9 P. M. with the final day of Registration 

being held on Saturday, October 9, 2004 between the hours of 12 Noon and 9 P. M., and further that a 

Conservative Primary for its 1131 Conservative Voters, to choose District Leaders to be held on 

September 14, 2004. 

Mr. Abel questioned why is it being held on the Jewish Sabbath, which, he said, is the most 

important holy day of the year, and Mr. Mecca was directed to check into this matter.  

* * * * * * * 

 Chris Cohan, Landscape Architect for the Town of Rye, updated the Pedestrian Path at 

Crawford, citing the history of the planning started in 1998 with the Model Plan for the Park, noting that 

Grants received and the public meetings held, all leading to the pathway and its plantings. 

 Questions concerning the public input, complaints concerning location, roots of trees; congested 

use of the path by skaters, etal., by Michele  Civetta, 8 Jennifer Lane; Joseph Yurman, 1 Wilton Rd.; 

Mike Perna, 4 Wilton Rd., all from Rye Brook; in addition to Ted Musho, Eleanor Herman and Bernard 

Abel, to whom the Supervisor and Mr. Cohan replied citing possible solutions, pledging that any further 

complaints will be discussed at the “Friends of Crawford Park” and Town Board meetings. 

 The Clerk was directed to furnish Mr. Musho or his Vice President, Mike Perna of  upcoming 

Town Board meetings. 

* * * * * * * 

 The Supervisor updated Rye Town Park and its Duck Pond, which is coming along nicely and 

reported on the meeting held with Rye Brook and Port Chester with regard to Revaluation and will 

inform the public with the results of that meeting. 

 He announced that today was the 35th Anniversay of the first man landing on the moon, which 

was very historic. 

* * * * * * * 

 Councilperson  Borrelli questioned the outcome of the Brown Cemetery Case, to which the 

Town Attorney replied that it was in litigation and the Town was not a party thereof.  Noting the delay 

the approval of the minutes of the meeting held on November 19, 2002, he asked the Clerk to obtain the 

services of someone to transcribe the said tape as there were some terms used against himself and the 

Council that he wanted “to be brought public.”  He also  offered congratulations to Councilperson 

Walter on his 50th Birthday.  

* * * * * * * 

Mrs. Herman asked if there was a cost on the Pedestrian Path, as she felt that  most of the Grant 

money should be used for that purpose and the availability of the Drainage report from the Corps of 

Engineers, to which the Supervisor replied that costs have mounted, citing chips and other 

considerations  set by the “Friends”, but a cost estimate will be presented when ready  and the Drainage 

report was available in the Clerk’s Office and Mr. Cohan reported on the process followed. 
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In reply to a question from Mr. Abel, Mr. Cohan said that the State Grants allow 10% of the cost 

for project administration and for professional expense, but does not get those amounts in  consideration 

of the Town, and to Mrs. Herman he noted that he did not receive the full amount allotted in 

consideration of the Town.  

 The Supervisor felt that a major fund raising is needed for the “Friends of Crawford Park”, 

noting the $1,000,000 raised in 11 years by the “Friends of Rye Town Park”. 

* * * * * * * 

 Gene Branca, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee was present at the end of the meeting 

and to the Supervisor, said that he had no report. 

* * * * * * * 

 The Supervisor commented on the recent Fourth of  July Celebration,  and although he could not 

attend, was informed that it  was a very successful one, noting that the Town of Rye contributes the most 

towards the Celebration, for which he again thanked the Board for “giving us the ability to make our 

people happy to celebrate our Independence.” 

* * * * * * * 

 The Town Attorney asked for an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing litigation, 

which on motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Walter, and unanimously 

adopted, the meeting will adjourn to Executive Session. 

* * * * * * * 

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on motion of Councilperson Walter, 

seconded by Councilperson Lagana an unanimously adopted, at 9:35 P. M. 

 

         Respectfully submitted 

 

         Frances C. Nugent 
         Town Clerk 
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MEETING HELD AUGUST 17, 2004 

A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday, August 17, 2004 at 8:00 

P. M.  in   the  Court  Room of  the  Town  Office  Building,  10  Pearl  Street,  Port  Chester, New York, 

with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 PRESENT,  in addition to the Supervisor, were Councilpersons Michele  Mendicino  Daly,  John  
P. Walter, Michael J. Borrelli and Town  Clerk Frances C. Nugent. 

ABSENT:    Councilperson Dominick Lagana. 
ALSO 
PRESENT:  Superintendent  of  Highways  Vincent  A.  Sapione, Town  Attorney  Monroe  Y.  
  Mann,  Town  Comptroller  Joseph  A.  Granchelli   and   Director  of  Purchasing  
  Raymond L. Sculky 
DEPART. HEADS 
ABSENT:  Receiver of Taxes Hope B. Vespia, Town Assessor Mitchell Markowitz and 

Representatives of the Town Court. 
 

Scout Gregory Fragiacomo   led  those present in the  Pledge  of  Allegiance and the tape 

recorder was in use during the proceedings.  Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer. 

* * * * * * * 

 The Supervisor, on behalf of the Town Board, expressed condolences to Mayor Lawrence Rand 

of the Village of Rye Brook on the passing of his Mother, saying “our thoughts and prayers are with 

him”.     

   * * * * * * * 

Replying to a request from the Supervisor, Scout Fragiacomo updated the Board on the work 

being done and those participating in the clean up of the  Brown Cemetery, his Eagle Project. 

 The Supervisor commended him and his Dad, who was also present. 

* * * * * * * 

 Before starting the Agenda, the Supervisor also recognized County Legislator Martin Rogowsky 

and invited him to address the Board. 

 Mr. Rogowsky discussed the Airport and its concern, the Local Law being considered to  

“codifying” the Airport Restrictions, its continuing issues of non-commercial flights, deicing facilities, 

curfews and Water District #4, noting that recent figures show that Aquarion’s 22.3% unaccountable 

water which is worse than that of New York American’s, further noting that he was meeting with 

Aquarion on August 18, 2004.  He felt that the Town should take the lead in this matter, citing its 

experience and the referendum defeated five years ago.  He further discussed the Sewer District and the 

referendum to be on the ballot in November, 2005. 

 Also recognized in the audience was Beth Wyman, a/k/a “Bea” new liaison with the Office of 

State Senator Suzi Oppenheimer. 

 * * * * * *  

As requested by Councilperson Borrelli, the following letter, addressed to the Clerk, dated 

August 4, 2004 from RadScript, Inc.,  was read into the record: 

 Thank you for your inquiry  about utilizing our service for your transcription needs.  Our current  

price is $.18 cents a line (based on a 65 character line).  You can mail the tape to the above address.  

Please provide us with samples and preference for form and margins. 

 We look forward to working with you.  
                                                                             s/s Maureen Yarusso, Managing Partner  
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On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously 

adopted, the Clerk was directed to use this firm for the transcription of the tape of the November 19, 

2002 Minutes at the price quoted. 

 Councilperson  Walter suggested contacting Lanier, the Town’s supplier, for further information. 

 On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded  by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously 

adopted, the Minutes of the Meeting held on July 20, 2004 were approved as presented. 

* * * * * * * 

 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK FRANCES C. NUGENT, for the month of July, 2004: 
   Total Fees to Supervisor……………………………….$       1,251.73 
   
  RECEIVER OF TAXES HOPE B. VESPIA for the month of February, 2004: 
   To Supervisor, Town of Rye………………………….…$5,816,587.06 
   To Treasurer, Village of Port Chester…………………..      .. 93,533.31 
   To Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook……………………...  2,436,082.67 
               Total………………………………….………….$8,346,203.04 

RECEIVER OF TAXES HOPE B. VESPIA: for the month of June, 2004 
 To Supervisor, Town of Rye………………………..$ 1,259,631.64 

       To Treasurer, Village of Port Chester……………….  5,459,566.82 
          To Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook…………………..5,060,610.25 
         Total…………………………………………….$11,779,808.71 
            CRAWFORD PARK for the month of  July, 2004…………….$          7,425.00 

 The Supervisor noted a Rye Town Park Commission’s plan to utilize dog license statistics, 

including the Village of Port Chester (when and if the Town issues Port Chester licenses), in conjunction 

with the records of the City of Rye, to register dogs from the Town or City, belonging to those residents 

who actually walk dogs in Rye Town Park, administered through the Town and City Clerk’s offices to 

make this practice, “controllable”, for identifications purposes. 

** * * * * * 

The Resolution re: Crawford Park Uses, was withdrawn from the Agenda. 

 
* * * * * * * 

On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the 

following Resolution was adopted:  

 RESOLVED, that  DENNIS G. PILLA, residing at 26 Lafayette Drive, Port Chester, New York, 

be and he hereby is appointed a member of the Town of Rye Board of Assessment Review  for a five (5) 

year term effective October 1, 2004 and expiring September 30, 2009, subject to approval of the New 

York State Office of Real Property Services and the satisfactory completion of any training 

requirements, at an annual compensation of $1,250.00 and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the said DENNIS G. PILLA to take and file the necessary Oath of Office with 

 the Town Clerk forthwith. 
  
 ROLL CALL: 
            AYES: Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
            NOES: None. 
           ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana. 

* * * * * * * 
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The Clerk presented the following letter,  addressed  to her  dated   July  27, 2004,  from  Sheila 

Jacobson, Social Studies Department: 

“I am a member of the Social Studies Department BBHS and faculty advisor for our Junior State 
of America Club.  The students plan to hold a mock presidential debate this fall and we would like to 
have the entire student body “vote” with an actual  voting machine.  I know that you have been great in 
helping us out in the past presidential election years.  We would like to be able to use the machine at the 
high school on Wednesday, October 27, 2004.  I’m hoping we can count on the Town’s help this year. 
 If we need to supply further information, I can be reached by e-mail at 
sjacobson@blindbtook.org, or at my home address, 98 Keats Avenue, Hartsdale, NY  10530, or by 
home phone, 949-4631. 
 I look forward to hearing from you and I thank you on behalf of the students, for your 
assistance.” 
 
 The Supervisor said that he has always encouraged student participation of this type, to which 

the Board concurred.   

 On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously 

adopted, permission was granted, subject to following the rules set forth by the Technicians and Movers. 

* * * * * * *  
   The Clerk presented the following report, which Custodian of Voting Machines, read:  
   
 “BIDS FOR TRANSPORTING VOTING MACHINES AND RELATED EQUIPMENT for Delivery 
and Pick Up of 40 Machines, 31 Carrying Cases and Supply Pouches, 12 Tables and 24 Chairs; $3,000.00 
Replacement Cost coverage and Stand-by services for General, Primary, Referendums, etc. for the period 
beginning September 1, 2004 through August 31, 2007.  
 
 Proposals for Transportation of Voting Machines and Equipment were sent out to six moving 
companies. Only two returned proposals, Collins Brothers Moving Company did not comply with 
specifications in that they did not submit an Insurance Certificate, with their proposal. 
 
FRAIOLI & QUIGLEY MOVING INC., 
174 Harrison Avenue,  
Harrison, NY 10528..........................................$7,513.00 
                                   
Collins Brothers Moving Corp. 
620 Fifth Avenue 
Larchmont, NY 10538......................................$4,588.00 
 

The Supervisor felt that since the  proposal was not in compliance with the Specifications, the 

Collins  proposal should be rejected and the proposal of  Fraioli & Quigley, the lone bidder, be accepted, 

to which Councilperson Borrelli concurred.  

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly and 

unanimously adopted, the Proposal was awarded to Fraioli & Quigley, in the amounts submitted and as per 

specifications for a three  year period. 

 Mr. Mecca further reported that for the Primary Election, the Town cannot consolidate its Polling 

Place due to the listing of candidates for Conservative Party District Leaders, and he wanted to make sure 

that everyone understood this action. 

 In reply to a comment made at a previous meeting concerning Registration Day being held on a 

Sabbath, he read an excerpt from NY State El. Law,  5-202. Local Registration……..“in years in which a 

President of the United States is to be elected.  The Board shall hold two such meetings including at least 

one on a Saturday.” 
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 In reply to questions raised by Councilperson Mendicino Daly concerning the damage done to 

the Civil War Monument, upon inquiries made by Councilperson Borrelli at the July 20, 2004 meeting, 

the Clerk was asked to look into the matter and after contacting Mr. Colangelo at the Hudson Valley 

Bank, Toni Sacco and the Village Attorney’s office, she was able to obtain a partial list of donors and 

amount on hand, estimate of damage, police report and letter from the Village Attorney to the Insurance 

Company stating that a claim had been submitted. 

Councilperson Borrelli felt that this is the village’s problem and Goldie Solomon  disputed this, 

saying it is part of the Village of Port Chester and Town of Rye, and the Town should keep after the 

Village, noting that she was told that all donators should deposit same under “ Restoration of the Civil 

War Monument” at the Hudson Valley Bank. 

 The Supervisor asked that the Comptroller check into this further. 

* * * * * * * 

 The  Supervisor  reported  on  the  Walk-thru  of  the  Duck  Pond in  Rye Town Park,  noting its 

completion, plantings, probable uses, land marking, etc., with Councilperson Borrelli discussing the 

pigeon problem. 

* * * * * * * 

 Reporting  on  the  Pedestrian  Path  at  Crawford  Park,   Councilperson  Borrelli stated that it is 

practically complete and discussed its location, recommending that residents enjoy the park while taking  a 

walk and exercising. 

The  Supervisor thanked the Friends of Crawford Park for its contribution.  Cheryl Selinske, 15 

Knollwood Drive, Rye Brook, on behalf of the “Friends”, publicly thanked the Board, its perseverance 

and employees for the work done on the Path and although some neighbors were not pleased with it, she 

felt that in walking the Path, it “was wonderful”. 

* * * * * *   * 

 Goldie Solomon, Puritan Drive, Port Chester, New York,  questioned the status of  the voter 
certification, questioned those appointed to the Assessment Board of Review lacking Real Estate 
Licenses and complained about the Water Company replacing lead pipes without permission. 

 

Frank Pugliese, 6 Wilton Road, Rye Brook, said the Pedestrian Path was a nice thing for  
Crawford Park, hoping that it will be extended, but complained about the necessity of  uprooting  60 
trees, which can never be replaced.  The Supervisor stated all trees were either infected, destroying other 
trees or were tagged by the NYS DEC  working with the Architect, and had received permission to 
remove same. 
  

Bernard Abel felt that lead pipes can be very harmful and perhaps, when meeting with Aquarion, 
this problem could be addressed, and favored taking the Water Company over. 
  

David Fragiacomo, 22 Breckenridge Avenue, Port Chester, stated that there is another lawsuit 
pending concerning the Brown Cemetery, in which the Town is named in addition to Aldo Vitagliano 
and himself.  He noted that the lawsuit is for an action of quiet title, and hoped that the Town was still 
supporting the project, as without  access from Indian Road to the cemetery, the clearing, restored 
headstones and dedication plaque,  no one will be able to get close to it. 

    
Not being  aware of this service, the Supervisor asked that a copy be made and would talk to 

Attorney Rednick, further stating that the Town will continue to support the project. 
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 There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson  

Borrelli and unanimously adopted, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 P. M. 

           

  
          Respectfully submitted 

      

 

          Frances C. Nugent 
          Town Clerk 
           



 
            
              
 

MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 21, 2004 

 

A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 

September 21, 2004 at 8:05 P. M. in the Court Room of  the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 

Chester, New York with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 
 PRESENT, in  addition  to  the   Supervisor,  were   Councilpersons  Michele  Mendicino  Daly,   
   Dominick  Lagana, John  P. Walter, Michael  J. Borrelli  and Town Clerk  Frances 
   C. Nugent. 

ALSO   
PRESENT:  Superintendent of Highways Vincent A. Sapione,  Assessor  Mitchell  Markowitz, 

Town Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli and Director 
of Purchasing  Raymond L. Sculky. 

 DEPART. HEADS 
 ABSENT: Receiver of Taxes Hope B. Vespia and Representatives of the Court. 
 

Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and the tape 

recorder was in use during the proceedings.  Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer. 

 

* * * * * * * 

 

Action on the Approval of the Minutes of November 19, 2002 again was tabled.  On motion of 

Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the Minutes of the Meeting held on 

August 17, 2004 were approved as presented. 

 

      * * * * * * * 

 
 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 
  TOWN CLERK FRANCES C. NUGENT, for the month of August, 2004: 
   Total Fees to Supervisor………………………………………….$       2,592.88 
  RECEIVER OF TAXES HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of July, 2004: 
   Transferred to Supervisor, Town of Rye………………………….$2,164,145.75 
   Transferred to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester……………….    2,234,255.10 
   Transferred to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook…………………    1,845,510.94 
    TOTAL…………………………………………………... $6,243,911.79 
  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of August, 2004: 
   Receipt in Fees…………………………………………………….$       6,415.00 
 

 
      

* * * * * * *     

                            

   

 

 

 

  



                       188. 

                     September 21, 2004 

On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following 
Resolution was adopted: 
  

WHEREAS, Vehicle and Traffic Law,    1803 governs the disposition of fines and penalties 
collected in connection with convictions pursuant to the Vehicle and Traffic Law; and 
  

WHEREAS, Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2004, effective August 20, 2004, changed the 
distribution of the fines taking them away from municipalities and placing them in the State Treasury; 
and 
  

WHEREAS, this change in the fine and penalties distribution formula will result in a loss to local 
taxpayers of more than $20 million in fine monies – monies which have historically been used to fund 
justice court operations; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Town of  Rye will likely lose $20,000.00 in anticipated fine revenues; and 
  

WHEREAS, this State Budget provision with its immediate effective date will result in 
significant 2004 deficits and will negatively impact town property tax rates for 2005; 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE Town of Rye calls for the restoration of 
original fine distribution  formula in order to provide towns with necessary revenues to fund justice 
court operations;  and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Rye urges the passage of legislation 

introduced by Senator Bonacic (S.7757)  and Assemblyman Cahill which amends the Vehicle and 
Traffic Law to restore this source of revenue to local government; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Governor George E. 

Pataki; Joseph L. Bruno, Majority Leader of the Senate; Sheldon Silver, Speaker of the Assembly; 
Senator Elizabeth Little, Chair of the Local Government Committee; Assemblyman Robert Sweeney, 
Chair of the Local Government Committee; Senator Owen Johnson, Chair of the Finance Committee; 
Assemblyman Herman D. Farrell, Jr., Chair of the Ways and Means Committee; Senator John A. 
DeFrancisco, Chair of Judiciary Committee; Assemblywoman Helene E. Weinstein, Chair Judiciary 
Committee; NYS Assemblyman Ronald C. Tocci; and NYS Senator Suzi Oppenheimer. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 AYES:        Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Lagana, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito.  
 NOES:        None. 
 

* * * * * * * 
  

The Clerk presented the following letter  addressed to her from new District Clerk Juanita 

Brockett, Blind Brook-Rye UFSD, dated September 1, 2004: 

 “It was a pleasure speaking with you on the phone Wednesday, September 1st.  I called to 
introduce myself as the  new District Clerk from the Blind Brook-Rye Schools.  I found you to be 
extremely  pleasant and helpful to me and look forward to working with you in the future. 
 
 The Blind Brook-Rye Union Free School District requests the use of three (3) Voting Machines 
for a Budget Referendum Vote to be held on Thursday,  October 14, 2004. 
 
 If any further information is needed, please let me know.” 
 
 On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly and 

unanimously adopted,  approval was granted. 

* * * * * * * * 
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Assessor Markowitz reported on the culmination of the Reval and the Board of Assessment 

Review stating that the tentative  Assessment Roll had been finalized on June 1st   and taxpayers had 

until June 15th to file with the BAR.  He noted the fine work done by the BAR who met twice a weeks 

during the summer until just recently, going over each one of the applications and letters have been sent 

out to all 1000+ who filed applications and complaints.  He further said that those not satisfied with the 

BAR’s decision can file Small Claims Assessment Review (SCAR), which  must be filed with the 

County Clerk’s office of  the County of Westchester, but forms are available in his office. 

Noting, to the delight of the Supervisor, he said that the Equalization rate has been set at 100% 

and thanked the Board for its “stamina”.  He also noted that every parcel in the Town of Rye has been 

renumbered and placed on tax maps which have been sent to individual villages for their input.  These 

maps do conform to the State standards and will be updated annually.  He said “that he is presently 

working on the Annual Report.” In reply to a question Mr. Markowitz stated that all SCAR complaints 

must be filed within thirty days from September 15, 2004. 

 The Supervisor, on behalf  of the Town Board, commended the Assessor and his staff for the fine 

work done.  

* * * * * * *  
Due to the resignation received from the Town’s former outside accountant, the Supervisor asked 

the Comptroller to work with the additional help of two full time people  and with Bennett Kielsen 

* * * * * * * 
Superintendent of Highways Sapione commented on the Bridge situation in Mamaroneck, noting 

that the Judge has not signed off on the litigation as yet.  He further commended the Boy Scouts and 

their Eagle Scout Project which is being done on the restoration of the Brown Cemetery, noting that he 

has volunteered his time.  He felt that some commendation should be given to the Scout Troop.  He also 

noted that the Jewish community is following suit and restoring their cemeteries world wide. 

* * * * * * * 

 Coordinator/Custodian of Voting Machines Nicholas C. Mecca reported on the recent Primary 

and presented the following “Record Minute”, noting that  “We go back 100 years to September, 1904” 

“In the matter of the incorporation of the Village of Rye. 
Certificate of Canvass: 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that on the 12th day of  September, 1904, between one o’clock P.M. 
and Sunset an election was held at the Delevan Building, Corner of Purchase Street and Purdy Avenue,  
opposite the Rye National Bank, in the territory proposed to be incorporated, being in the Town of Rye, 
County of Westchester, for the purpose of determining upon the incorporation of the territory described 
in the annexed notice as the Village of Rye. 

The following is a true and correct canvass of the ballots cast at such election. 
  Whole number of ballots cast was:  (202) 

 Number of ballots cast “for incorporation” was: one hundred and fifty five  (155)    
Number of ballots cast “against incorporation” was: forty seven  (47) 

The population of the Village of Rye as appears from the proposition for incorporation is:  3535. 
Dated, Town of Rye, September 12th, 1904. 

S/s  Edwin F. Studwell 
      SUPERVISOR OF THE TOWN OF RYE 

S/s A. W. Marshall 
TOWN CLERK OF THE TOWN OF RYE, 
and INSPECTORS OF ELECTION.” 
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The Supervisor reported on the Rye Town Park Commission meeting noting that the Duck Pond 

and the plans for its fencing, shrubbery, etc., which is an environmental project. 

He also called for an Executive Session to discuss personnel and litigation. 

 * * * * * * * 

 Councilperson Borrelli stated that on  September 22,  2004,  a  Soccer committee meeting will be  

convened to discuss the future of Soccer in Crawford Park;  asked the Town Attorney if some sort of a 

Local Law can be enacted so that the verification of  voters can be complete;  and  also noted that in a 

letter sent, the tapes of the November 19, 2002 meeting are missing,  asking  the Town Attorney if it 

would be in order to obtain Affidavits from those who were present that evening for his personal use, to 

which Mr. Mann replied that this would create  no problem. 

 Councilperson Lagana stated that the Board of Ethics had met twice and are seeking codes from 

other municipalities for a comparison. 

 Councilperson Walter spoke on the fine remarks being said about the Pedestrian Path at 

Crawford and Councilperson Borrelli noted that some sort of signage should be placed thereon to stop 

roller bladders, bikers, etc., to which the Supervisor thought there might be a problem. 

* * * * * * *  

 Tony Sacco, member of the Port Chester Historical Society, was present and asked to explain her  

part in the Civil War Monument Restoration, in reply to questions previously asked from Board 

members, stating that “from the time that the thing started, all that happened was that things were being 

deposited, nothing has been taken out.” 

 The Supervisor asked that if she could obtain an invoice, the money allotted in the 2004 Budget, 

would be forwarded to her. 

* * * * * * * 
Bernard Abel, 29 Old Orchard Road, Rye Brook, asked the status of the approval of the minutes 

of the November 19, 2002 meeting and the Supervisor  replied that the minutes will be added to if 

necessary.      

 * * * * * * * 

 Goldie Solomon spoke on the history of the Civil War Monument; Federal Regulations regarding 

voting and membership to the BAR. 

* * * * * * * 

 Richard Abel, 19 Quintard Drive, Port Chester, NY questioned whether the  Board had subpoena 

powers relative to his copy of the  “missing” tape, to which the Supervisor replied in the negative. 

* * * * * * * 

 There being no further business the meeting adjourned to Executive Session for the purpose of 

discussing personnel and litigation on motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by  Councilperson 

Borrelli and unanimously adopted at 9:00 P. M. 

Respectfully submitted 

          
 

Frances C. Nugent 
         Town Clerk 



          

  

  

 
 
 
  

 
  



MEETING HELD OCTOBER 19, 2004 
 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday evening, 

October 19, 2004 at 8:10 P.M. in the Court Room of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 

Chester, New York with Deputy Supervisor Michele Mendicino Daly presiding in the absents of Supervisor 

Robert A. Morabito. 

 PRESENT,   in addition to Deputy  Supervisor Michele Mendicino Daly were Councilpersons John  
   P. Walter, Michael J. Borrelli and Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons. 
 ALSO  
 PRESENT: Superintendent of  Highways Vincent A. Sapione,  Town  Attorney Monroe Y. Mann, 
   Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli and Director  of  Purchasing  Raymond  L. Sculky. 
 DEPT. HEADS 
 ABSENT: In addition to Supervisor Morabito were Receiver of Taxes Hope B. Vespia, Town
              Assessor   Mitchell  Markowitz,   Town  Clerk  Frances  C.  Nugent,    Councilperson   
   Dominick Lagana and Representatives of the Court. 
 
 Deputy Supervisor Michele Mendicino Daly led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance, 

Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer and the tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 

       * * * * * * *      

 Action on the approval of the Minutes of November 19, 2002 again was tabled.  On motion of 

Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Walter the Minutes of September 21, 2004 were 

approved as presented. 

       * * * * * * *      

 The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed: 

  TOWN CLERK FRANCES C. NUGENT,  for the month of September, 2004: 
   Total Fees to Supervisor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $   2,207.07 
  RECEIVER OF TAXES HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of  August, 2004: 
   Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $303,546.40 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   69,784.62 
   Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    32,000.80 
      Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $405,331.82 
  CRAWFORD PARK, for the month of September, 2004: 
   Total Remitted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $    7,800.00 
 

       * * * * * * *      
               

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Walter, the following Resolution 

was adopted: 

 WHEREAS, pending the establishment of the necessary Civil Service Eligible List, MARCELO A. 

PEREIRA, residing at 333 King Street, Port Chester, New York, be and he is hereby appointed a provisional 

Intermediate Clerk (0187-01) in the office of the Receiver of Taxes of the Town of Rye,  subject to 

satisfactory completion of a 6 months to 1 year Probationary Period,  effective  September 16, 2004,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED that said Marcelo A. Pereira be and he hereby is 

compensated as such Intermediate Clerk at an annual compensation of $33,000.00, to be paid in bi-weekly 

installments with full benefits. 

ROLL CALL: 

AYES:  Councilperson Walter, Borrelli and Deputy Supervisor Mendicino Daly 
NOES:  None 

 ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
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 Deputy Supervisor Mendicino Daly questioned if there should be a probationary period in the 
Resolution to which the Town Attorney Mann stated it could be added.  Secretary to the Supervisor 
Raymond Sculky state the probationary period is 6 months to 1 years, which was amended in the 
Resolution. 
 
       * * * * * * *      

  On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli, the following 

Resolution was adopted: 

 RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to enter into an agreement with BYRNES and 

YOUNG, 327 Irving  Avenue, Port Chester, New York, 10573 be and are hereby designated as 

CONSULTANTS to provide Professional Accounting Services to the Town of Rye at the pleasure of the 

Supervisor and Town Council effective September 24, 2004, and 

 RESOLVED,  Byrnes and Young shall be compensated at an hourly rate of  $110.00,  and 

 RESOLVED, that pursuant to the provisions of Section 20 (2), of the Town Law, as amended, all 

expenses necessarily incurred by said Consultant in executing the duties of said office, shall be a Town 

Charge, and paid by authorization of the Town Board, and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said agreement be filed in the office of the Town Clerk of the 

Town of Rye.  

 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:  Councilperson Walter, Borrelli and Deputy Supervisor Mendicino Daly 
 NOES  None 
 ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana and Supervisor Morabito 
 
       * * * * * * *       

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Walter the following agreement 

was unanimously approved and filed in the office of the Town Clerk. 

 Deputy Town Attorney Carolyn H. Mann sent the following letter dated September 16, 2004 to 

Village Manager Richard Falanka regarding the Port Chester Youth Bureau: 

 Under Article VIII,  1 of the State Constitution, and State Comptroller Opinions, a Town may not 
make any contributions to organizations such as a Youth Bureau.  However, where the Town has a contract 
to provide specific services which are of benefit to the Town’s citizenry, in return for monetary 
compensation, the municipality may contribute funds where the organization is to run a portion of the 
municipal recreation program.  Accordingly, we wish to contract with the Port Chester Youth Bureau to run 
a portion of the municipal recreation program, and have your organization provide these services to the 
Town, for the agreed amount of $4,000 for the calendar year 2004.  If this is agreeable to you, kindly sign 
same below on behalf of the Port Chester Youth Bureau, and return this signed agreement to the Town 
Clerk, Fran Nugent, within the next 10 days, who will then place the matter on the next Town Board’s 
agenda for approval of this agreement.        ss/Carolyn H. Mann, Deputy Town Attorney – Agreed: Sept. 27, 
2004 – ss/Richard Falanka, Village Manager on behalf of the Village of Port Chester Youth Bureau. 
 

* * * * * * *  
 On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli and unanimously adopted, 
approval  given by the Custodian of Voting Machines Nicholas C. Mecca for the Middle School to use 
voting machines on Thursday, October 14, 2004 for student voting was confirmed. 
 
       * * * * * * * 
 
 

 



 
                   .193 
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 Superintendent of Highways Sapione commented on the  Town bridges in the Village of 
Mamaroneck stating there has been  graffiti written on them.  Town employees have cleaned them and he 
also spoke to the Assistant Village Manager in the Village of Mamaroneck and asked that they increase 
police patrol on the bridges which seems to have helped. 
 
       * * * * * * * 
 Custodian of Voting Machines Nicholas C. Mecca updated the Board on changes in registration 
from the State of New York. 
 

* * * * * *     
 

 Goldie Solomon, 6 Puritan Drive, Port Chester, stated when filing her SCAR at the County Clerk’s 
Office she was charged a filing fee and no where on the application she received from the Assessors Office 
did it mention a fee.  She felt people should be made aware of this.  She also stated the American Legion, 
Post 93, is in need of Fund Raising and they will be sending out mailers to residents.  Councilpersons 
Mendicino Daly and Borrelli suggested they apply for a “Sound Shore Community Fund Grant”. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 

 Bernard Abel, 20 Old Orchard Road, Rye Brook, asked if the grant from Nita Lowey’s office 
regarding Home Land Defense Communications Equipment has been received yet to which Mr. Branca, 
Commissioner of Public Safety responded no.  In response to Mr. Abel’s question regarding Affidavits of 
portions of the missing tape Councilperson Borrelli responded they will be available to the public at the 
appropriate time. 
 

* * * * * * *    
 

Richard Abel, 19 Quintard Drive, Port Chester stated he had in his possession a previously purchase 
copy of the meeting held on November 19, 2002 and requested his three minutes allowed be taken up by 
playing a portion of said tape. 
 

* * * * * * *  
 
 On motion of Councilperson Walter, seconded by Councilperson Borrelli the meeting adjourned at 

8:40 P.M. and was unanimously adopted.  
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Linda A. Lyons 
        Deputy Town Clerk 

              
              
              
              



              

MEETING HELD DECEMBER 05, 2006 

 

 A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye was held on Tuesday December 05, 2006 at  

5: 00 P.M. in the Court Room of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, 

with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 PRESENT,   in  addition  to  the  Supervisor   were   Councilpersons  Michele  Mendicino    

                      Dominick   Lagana,    Michael  J. Borrelli, William Villanova, Receiver of Taxes   

           Nicholas C. Mecca and  Town  Clerk Hope B. Vespia 

  

 PRESENT:   Deputy Town Clerk Linda A. Lyons, Town Attorney  Monore Y. Mann and  Town  

          Comptroller Joseph M. Granchelli. 

     

 DEPARTMENT 

  HEADS 

 ABSENT:      Superintendent of Highways VincentA.Sapione, Town Assessor Mitchell   

            Markowitz  and Representatives of the Court. 

 

      Jananne Abel led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilperson Borrelli read the 

Opening Prayer.  The tape recorder was in use during the proceedings. 

* * * * * * * 

           

 

          



 
MEETING HELD DECEMBER 7, 2004 

 
 
 A meeting of the Town Board of the  Town of Rye was held on Tuesday evening,  December 7, 

2004 at 7:10 P. M. in the Court Room of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New 

York, with Supervisor Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 PRESENT,  in addition to the Supervisor,  were Councilpersons  Michele Mendicino Daly,  John  
   P. Walter, Michael J. Borrelli and Town Clerk Frances C. Nugent. 
 ABSENT:       Councilperson Dominick Lagana. 
 ALSO 

PRESENT:     Town Attorney  Monroe Y. Mann,  Town Comptroller  Joseph  M. Granchelli and  
  Director of Purchasing Raymond L. Sculky.                       
DEPARTMENT  HEADS 
ABSENT:       Receiver of Taxes  Hope  B. Vespia,    Superintendent  of   Highways  Vincent  A.   

                                    Sapione, Assessor Mitchell Markowitz and Representatives of the Court. 
 
 David  Byrnes  led  those  present in the Pledge  of  Allegiance  and the  tape recorder  was in use 

during the proceedings.  Councilperson Borrelli read the Opening Prayer. 

* * * * * * * 

 The Clerk stated she had a PUBLIC NOTICE calling for a Public Hearing on the Preliminary 

2005 Budget which was published in the Central Area of the Journal News on December 2, 2004, duly 

certified by Linda Salamone, its principal clerk, and in the Westsmore News on December 3, 2004, duly 

certified by Angie Brescia, its principal clerk and posted, duly certified by Frances C. Nugent, Town 

Clerk: 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PRELIMINARY BUDGET 

TOWN OF RYE, NEW YORK 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2005 

 
  PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Town Board of the Town of Rye has completed the 
Preliminary Budget for the Town of Rye for the fiscal year 2005 and that the same is on file in the 
Office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Rye, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, and is available 
for inspection by any interested person during office hours. 
 

FURTHER, TAKE NOTICE, that a PUBLIC HEARING for the purpose of reviewing the said 
Preliminary Budget will be held in the Court Room of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port 
Chester, New York, Tuesday evening, December 7, 2004, at 7:00 P.M. 
 
 The proposed salaries of the members of the Town Board are as follows:  Supervisor, at $17,150, 
and Town Board Members,  (4) at $4,000 each; the proposed salary of the Town Clerk at $68,063;  and 
the proposed salary of the Superintendent of Highways at $2,500. 
 
 Interested persons will be afforded the opportunity to be heard at this time. 
 
                                                                            
       BY  ORDER  OF  THE TOWN BOARD 
       OF THE  TOWN OF RYE,  NEW YORK  
       FRANCES C. NUGENT, TOWN CLERK 

 

                                                                                 

 

 



 

              December 7,  2004 

 The Supervisor declared the Public Hearing open and asked for anyone to speak in favor or 

against the Preliminary Budget. 

 There were none. 

 David Byrnes, Town of Rye Accountant, noted  that in the Preliminary Budget presented to the 

Town Clerk, a $500.00 increase in the TAX COLLECTION  segment of the Budget, Line Item 

1330.0512, due to an adjustment to a salary. 

 Before closing the Hearing, the Supervisor discussed the tax rate; the newly funded Board of 

Assessment Review Commission and through IMA Agreements  brought about with the Villages of Port 

Chester and Rye Brook upon acceptance of the reval, noting duties and ratification of the permanent and 

appointed members of this Commission; the encumbering of $50,000 for Bridges repair/maintenance 

and added expenses due to the Health Plan and Retirement Benefits.   

 The Public Hearing was closed. 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the 

following Resolution was unanimously adopted: 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the 

following Resolution was adopted: 

 WHEREAS, the Tentative Budget of the Town of Rye for the year 2005 was prepared by the 

Budget Officer of the Town of Rye and filed in the office of the Town  Clerk on November 2, 2004;  

and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Clerk of the Town of Rye presented the said Tentative Budget to the 

Town Board at a meeting held on November 10, 2004; and 

 WHEREAS,   the  Town   Board,   after   review   of   the  said  Tentative  Budget ,  prepared   

an 

 itemized statement of the estimated revenues and expenditures of the Town of Rye for the fiscal year 

2005, and 

 WHEREAS, a Public Hearing was called for on December 7, 2004 at 7:00 P.M. in the Court 

Room of the Town Office Building, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York, for the purpose of 

reviewing the said Annual Estimates or Preliminary Budget; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Clerk submitted proof of posting of Notice of Public Hearing  held on 

Tuesday, December 7, 2004 and  

 WHEREAS, said Public Hearing was held in the Court Room of the Town Office Building, 10 

Pearl Street, Port Chester, New York on the 7th day of December, 2004, and 

WHEREAS, proof of publication and posting of Notice of  Public Hearing held on Tuesday,  

December 7, 2004 to review the same as required by Section 108 of the Town Law and those present, 

who wished to ask questions or offer objections to the proposed annual estimates for the year 2005 

having been heard; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Preliminary Budget, as completed and 

amended by the Town Board of the Town of Rye, be and it hereby is adopted as the Budget of the Town 

of Rye for the fiscal year 2005, as follows, and     

                         



 

                          December 7,  2004 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected upon the taxable 

property in the Town of Rye at Large and the several parcels of property and persons within such Town 

at Large, the several amounts set forth, and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected upon the taxable property in the 

district of the Town of Rye, known as the Village of Port Chester, and the several parcels of property 

and persons within such portion of the Town of Rye, the several amounts set forth; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected upon the taxable property in the 

district of the Town of Rye known as the Village of Rye Brook and the several parcels of property and 

persons within such portion of the Town of Rye, the several amounts set forth; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that there be levied, assessed and collected upon the taxable property in the 

district of the Town of Rye, inclusive of the part of the Incorporated Village of Mamaroneck known as 

Rye Neck, and the several parcels of property and persons within such portion of the Town of Rye, the 

several amounts set forth. 

 ROLL CALL:   
AYES:      Councilpersons Mendicino Daly, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 

 NOES:      None. 
 ABSENT: Councilperson Lagana 

* * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino Daly, the regular 

monthly meeting rescheduled for December 20, 2004, was further rescheduled for  Thursday, December 

16, 2004, starting at 7:30 P. M. 

 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:        Councilperson Mendicino Daly, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
 NOES:        None. 
 ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana. 

 

* * * * * * * 

 On motion of Councilperson Borrelli, seconded by Councilperson Mendicino  Daly , the meeting 

was adjourned at 7:25 P. M. 

 ROLL CALL: 
 AYES:        Councilperson Mendicino Daly, Walter, Borrelli and Supervisor Morabito. 
 NOES:       None. 
 ABSENT:  Councilperson Lagana. 
     

          Respectfully submitted 

 

 

          Frances C. Nugent 
          Town Clerk 
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