
Rye Town Park Commission Meeting, January 21
st
, 2003 

 

A meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission was held on Tuesday: January 21
st
, 2003 at 

6:41P.M. at the Rye Town Court Room, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 with President 

Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

  

Present: Commissioner Joseph Granchelli; Commissioner George Ilse; Mayor Gerald Logan, 

Village of Port Chester; and Mayor Steve Otis, City of Rye.   

 

Also Present: Monroe Y. Mann, Rye Town Park Attorney and Saverio Terenzi, Rye Town Park 

Accountant. 

 

Absent: Mayor Frank Filipowski, Village of Rye Brook. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

On a motion by Commissioner Granchelli, seconded by Commissioner Otis, the Commission 

approved of the December 9
th

, 2002 minutes. 

 

Presentation of the Westchester Triathlon to take place on September 20
th

, to 21
st
, 2003 was 

tabled.  Secretary Raymond Sculky explained the above to the Commission and there will be a 

presentation at the next Commission meeting. 

 

The Feasibility Study for Rye Town Park was approved on a motion by Commissioner Ilse and 

seconded by Commissioner Granchelli.  A discussion ensued and it was recommended by the 

Commission if the study could delay the non-essential costs and apply them towards the 2004 

fiscal year.  Commissioner Otis recommended that the Commission have a walk-through with 

Lisa Easton, of Campagna & Easton Architects, LLP, the firm that is doing the above study.   

 

John Ambrose of SeaSide Johnnies asked the Commission about buying parking passes so that 

he could give them out to his customers.  The Commission asked for more information about the 

above, so the proposal was tabled.  Commissioner Otis inquired about credit cards.  President 

Morabito will talk to Mr. Ambrose about the credit cards. 

 

Rye Presbyterian Church requested the use of the Park for Easter Sunday.  Motion by 

Commissioner Logan and seconded by Commissioner Ilse, above was approved providing they 

provide the necessary insurance. 

 

“Run for Life” sponsored by the 38
th

 Twigs requested the use of the Park on October 26
th

, 2003 

for their annual run.  On a motion by Commissioner Granchelli and seconded by Commissioner 

Logan the above was approved subject to approvals by the City of Rye City Council and the Rye 

City Police Department. 

 

There was as budget discussion and afterwards, the budget was tabled. 

 



Brian Daly of the “Friends of Rye Town Park” promised to work with the Commission for 2003. 

Goldie Solomon of the public stated that she does not want the 2003 Beach Fees and permits 

raised for Port Chester residents.  She also does not want any charge for the kids attending a 

municipal camp at Rye Town Park.  President Morabito stated that this has always been a 

practice concerning the low fee charged to the children.  Richard Abel of the public asked about 

the courtesy passes given to Commission members and the ethics of relatives of the Commission 

working at the Park.  Commissioner Ilse stated that no Commission member acts in an unethical 

manner. 

     

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Raymond L. Sculky, 

Secretary to the Rye Town Park Commission 

 

     



Rye Town Park Commission Meeting, March 19
th

, 2003 

 

A meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission was held on Tuesday: March 19
th

, 2003 at 

6:37P.M. at the Rye Town Court Room, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 with President 

Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

  

Present: Commissioner Joseph Granchelli; Commissioner George Ilse; Mayor Gerald Logan, 

Village of Port Chester; and Mayor Steve Otis, City of Rye.   

 

Also Present: Monroe Y. Mann, Rye Town Park Attorney. 

 

Absent: Mayor Frank Filipowski, Village of Rye Brook. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

On a motion by Commissioner Ilse, seconded by Commissioner Granchelli, the Commission 

approved of the February 18
th

, 2003 minutes. 

 

Letter was read from the Multiple Sclerosis Society asking to use the Park on Sunday, April 27
th

, 

2003 for their annual walk.  On a motion from Commissioner Logan and seconded by 

Commissioner Granchelli, the Commission approved providing that the proper insurance 

documents are provided. 

 

President Morabito spoke about the order situation coming from the dumpster for the restaurant.  

President Morabito met with John Ambrose of SeaSide Johnnies concerning the above.  He 

stated that the restaurant will pick up all costs.  He asked for approval to build a second garbage 

pad next to the present one at the garden using order pellets to eliminate the odor.  Commissioner 

Ilse asked if plans or specs could be viewed by the Commission before anything is built.  On a 

motion by Commissioner Logan and seconded by Commissioner Granchelli, the above was 

approved by the Commission provided that drawings are viewed by the Commission.  

Commissioner Otis then asked if we could have more pickups at the Park for the garbage.  

Commissioner Logan will look into this with his staff to see if a Saturday pickup of garbage 

could be arranged.  President Morabito stated that the Commission will pick up all costs that 

would be associated with a Saturday pickup. 

 

President Morabito then spoke about the prepaid parking for the restaurant.  SeaSide Johnnies 

wants to pay for parking in advance for his customers.  President Morabito appointed 

Commissioners Granchelli and Ilse to meet with John Ambrose of SeaSide Johnnies and set up a 

system for the above. 

 

The restoration project for the pavilions and the administration building was discussed.  

President Morabito appointed Commissioners Granchelli and Ilse to monitor the above and act as 

the liaisons to the Commission for this project. 

     

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50P.M. 



 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Raymond L. Sculky, 

Secretary to the Rye Town Park Commission 

 

     



Rye Town Park Commission Meeting, April 22
nd

, 2003 

 

A meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission was held on Tuesday: April 22
nd

, 2003 at 

6:43P.M. at the Rye Town Court Room, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 with President 

Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

  

Present: Commissioner Joseph Granchelli; Commissioner George Ilse; Mayor Gerald Logan, 

Village of Port Chester; and Mayor Steve Otis, City of Rye.   

 

Absent: Mayor Frank Filipowski, Village of Rye Brook. 

 

Also Present: Monroe Y. Mann, Rye Town Park Attorney. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

 Minutes from the March 19
th

, 2003 meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner 

Granchelli and seconded by Commissioner Logan. 

 

Letter from the Village of Mamaroneck Recreation Department was read concerning the 

borrowing of our Beach Rake for their Harbor Island Park.  Commission approved on a motion 

by Commissioner Granchelli and seconded by Commissioner Logan.  

 

Former Commissioner and current Rye City Councilman Douglas McKean addressed the 

Commission.  He thanked the Commission for the vents at the Administration Building 

windows.  He also addressed his menu concerns about SeaSide Johnnies in which the 

Commission will look into.   

 

Letter was read from the Milton School in the City of Rye.  They asked the Commission if the 

Administration Building could be used for an evacuation plan per New York State requirements.  

The Commission rejected this proposal on the basis that there is no room based on the number of 

students that the school would want to send to the building in case of an evacuation.   

 

Letter was read from Rye Country Day School for the use of the beach.  This was approved by 

the Commission providing that the supply the proper insurance and pay the proper fees.  Motion 

by Commissioner Logan and seconded by Commissioner Granchelli. 

 

Letter from Rye Presbyterian Church was read asking to use the beach for their nursery school 

children.  This was approved by the Commission provided that proper insurance is supplied.  

Motion by Commissioner Otis and seconded by Commissioner Logan. 

 

Letter from the Sound Shore Youth Foundation was read concerning Monday Night Volleyball.  

As in the past, this was approved by the Commission providing they pay the agreed upon fees 

and supply the proper insurance.  Motion by Commissioner Granchelli and seconded by 

Commissioner Logan. 

 



President Morabito announced that Rye Town Park has been nominated for Historic Places by 

the NYS Parks and Recreation which will then be forwarded to the National Registers Office in 

Washington D.C. 

 

A proposal was received from SeaSide Johnnies concerning tiles for the pavilions.  The tiles for 

the pavilions will come from a corner of the roof of the Administration Building and in return, 

SeaSide Johnnies will repair the roof from leaking.  Commissioner Otis stated that he would 

want the roof tiles to be ordered for the Administration Building at the same time that roof tiles 

would be ordered when repairing the second pavilion. Motion by Commissioner Otis and 

seconded by Commissioner Granchelli.  All approved.   

 

“Friends of Rye Town Park” President Christopher J. Cohan wrote the Commission that they 

have planted 1,400 flowering bulbs at the Park. 

 

The Restaurant Parking Proposal was discussed.  John Ambrose of SeaSide Johnnies made the 

Commission a proposal for the restaurant to pay for all customer parking.  The Commission will 

address this issue at a later date.  For the time being, Commissioners Granchelli and Ilse will 

meet with Mr. Ambrose to discuss the above and report back to the Commission. 

 

Brian Daly from the “Friends of Rye Town Park” stated that there is a big difference between the 

old restaurant vendor and the current SeaSide Johnnies.  “Like night and day” he stated.  Mr.  

Daly commended the Commission for the above. 

 

Commissioner Otis stated that the Forest Avenue area of the Duck Pond is very muddy.  He 

would like this area to be blocked off with cones so that access to that area would be forbidden.  

He further stated that the staff should park all cars first at the paved lot, then the grass area of the 

Park.  But before the grass area is used, it should be blocked off with cones so that no “run-a-

way” cars could get through.  President Morabito said that when the staff is on board for the 

season, this will be handled.   

 

Commissioner Logan stated that Port Chester will make Saturday pick-ups for the garbage at the 

Park when the season begins.   

 

Commissioner Otis requested that a weekly payroll analysis be done for each meeting as was 

done in the past. 

 

President Morabito discussed the repairs of the pavement that need to be done on the parking lot 

at the Park.  He requested quotes for the areas of the parking lot that need to be repaved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Raymond L. Sculky, 

Secretary to the Rye Town Park Commission 

 

     



Rye Town Park Commission Meeting, May 10
th

, 2003 

 

A meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission was held on Saturday: May 10th, 2003 at 
9:55A.M. at the Supervisor’s Office, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 with President 
Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
  
Present: Mayor Frank Filipowski, Village of Rye Brook; Commissioner Joseph Granchelli; 
Commissioner George Ilse; Mayor Gerald Logan, Village of Port Chester; and Mayor Steve Otis, 
City of Rye.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

The bids for the repairs and patch work at the Rye Town Park Parking Lot was discussed.  
Commissioner Ilse asked about the thickness of the material that will be used.  President 
Morabito discussed amount of square feet that was included in all the bids.  He stated that all the 
bids had the approximate square feet.  Commissioner Filipowski also asked about the thickness 
of the thickness of the material that will be used.  President Morabito asked for a motion to 
accept the lowest qualified bidder which was ELQ Industries, Inc.  Commissioners Filipowski 
and Otis motioned providing that we get confirmation from ELQ on the thickness of the material 
to be used and that the Secretary confirm that the thickness that ELQ states is recommended by 
the Public Works Department of the Village of Port Chester, Rye Brook or the City of Rye.  
Seconded by Commissioner Granchelli.  All approved.   
 
President Morabito met recently with John Ambrose and Sam Chernin of SeaSide Johnnies.  

They discussed the pavilion and restoration contract.  Mr. Chernin told President Morabito how 
labor intensive the work is concerning the pavilions, thus resulting additional costs. 
 
President Morabito stated that Robert Vitti, Port Chester High School Select Band Director 
wants to perform at the Park this season. 
 
SeaSide Johnnies parking situation was discussed.  The proposal from the restaurant states that 
SeaSide Johnnies will pay in advance for parking for their patrons.  They will pay $3.00 per 
card/token to be purchased in advanced from the Commission.  It was suggested that a parking 
machine be set up for this purpose that would accept a token/card and the machine would then 
give a receipt in which the patron would turn over to the restaurant and then receive a free pass to 
park the next time they visit the restaurant.   Commissioner Filipowski asked if reports could be 

obtained from this machine.  Commissioner Otis asked if the above could be attached to our 
current software.  Discussion ensued concerning who would be responsible for the expenses for 
the above…the Commission or SeaSide Johnnies?  Two motions were proposed.  One, if 
SeaSide Johnnies covers the costs, motion by Commissioner Filipowski, seconded by 
Commissioner Granchelli, all approved to get the machine.  Two, if SeaSide Johnnies will not 
cover the costs, then Commission wants to modify the existing software and SeaSide Johnnies 
will just pay for the cards/tokens.  Motioned by Commissioner Filipowski, seconded by 
Commissioner Logan, all approved.  President Morabito will discuss with SeaSide Johnnies and 
will report to the Commission. 



 

  
     
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:43A.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Raymond L. Sculky, 
Secretary to the Rye Town Park Commission 
 

     



Rye Town Park Commission Meeting, May 29
th

, 2003 

 
A meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission was held on Thursday: May 29

th
, 2003 at 

6:38P.M. at the Rye Town Supervisor’s Office, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 
with President Morabito presiding. 

 

Present: Mayor Frank Filipowski, Village of Rye Brook; Commissioner Joseph 

Granchelli; Commissioner George Ilse; and Mayor Steve Otis, City of Rye. 

 

Absent: Mayor Gerald Logan, Village of Port Chester. 

 

Also: Monroe Y. Mann, Rye Town Park Attorney. 

  

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of the April 22
nd

, 2003 minutes was approved with corrections on a motion by 

Commissioner Ilse and seconded by Commissioner Granchelli.  Approval of the May 

10
th

, 2003 minutes were approved with corrections on a motion by Commissioner Otis 

and seconded by Commissioner Granchelli. 

 

President Morabito read a letter from the N.Y.S. Historic Preservation about the Park 

being named to the Historic Listings. 

 

Availability of grants for the Park was discussed. 

 

Commissioner Otis asked if the garbage cans at the Park could be placed under the trees 

rather than in uniform lines in the middle of the fields. 

 

Commissioner Otis asked if the Commission stay on top of all costs for budgetary 

purposes. 

 

At 7:05P.M. the Commission adjourned into executive session on motion by 

Commissioner Granchelli and seconded by Commissioner Otis. 

 

At 8:00P.M. the Commission adjourned the executive session and went into a public 

session on a motion by Commissioner Granchelli and seconded by Commissioner 

Filipowski. 

 

Goldie Solomon of the public inquired about the concerts at the Park concerning parking 

at the North End at Playland Parking Lot. 

 

Also, in response to a question from Commissioner Filipowski, Rye Town Park Secretary 

Raymond Sculky reported that to date (May 29
th

, 2003) all applications for seasonal 

positions have received employment at the demand exceeds the supply. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:08P.M. 



Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

Raymond L. Sculky, 

Secretary to the Rye Town Park Commission 

 

 



Rye Town Park Commission Meeting, June 24
th

, 2003 

 

A meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission was held on Tuesday, June 24
th

, 2003 at 6:33P.M. 

at the Rye Town Court Room, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 with President Robert A. 

Morabito presiding. 

  

Present: Mayor Frank Filipowski, Village of Rye Brook; Commissioner Joseph Granchelli; 

Commissioner George Ilse; and Mayor Steve Otis, City of Rye.  

 

Absent: Mayor Gerald Logan, Village of Port Chester.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of the minutes of May 29
th

, 2003 were approved with corrections on a motion by 

Commissioner Granchelli and seconded by Commissioner Filipowski. 

 

Letter from Senator Charles Schumer concerning possible funding for the Park. 

 

Concert Parking was discussed.  All concert dates can be accommodated with the exception of 

August 5
th

, 2003 due to a previous event that was scheduled at Playland. 

 

AED Defibrillator was approved to be purchase for the Park on a motion by Commissioner Ilse 

and seconded by Commissioner Filipowski. 

 

Commissioner Otis stated that the parking situation has improved at the Park from last year.  But 

Commissioner Otis has concerns about the lower and upper field parking.  He would like the 

parking to begin from the lower left field and go the lower right field before the upper field is 

used. 

 

John Ambrose has a parking concern.  He would like the park area open on a hot day for parking 

but the lower asphalt lot to be used first. 

 

The Commission gave Commissioner Logan credit for getting the Village of Port Chester to do 

the extra pick up of garbage at the Park. 

 

Commissioner Ilse requested that the Bennett Kielson Storch start the audit on the Park as soon 

as possible.  He also requested that Lisa Easton of Campagna & Easton Architects be present at 

the next Rye Park Commission Meeting on July 15
th

, 2003 to give an update on the Feasibility 

Study of the Administration Building. 

 

Commissioner Otis requested that bi-weekly payroll comparisons be done with 2002. 

 

Brian Daly of the “Friends of Rye Town Park” expressed concerns for the repainting of the fence 

from the North End to SeaSide Johnnies.  This will be completed by the Park Maintenance staff. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Raymond L. Sculky, 

Secretary to the Rye Town Park Commission 

 

     



Rye Town Park Commission Meeting, July 15
th

, 2003 

 

A meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission was held on Tuesday, July 15
th

, 2003 at 6:38P.M. 

at the Rye Town Supervisor’s Office, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 with President 

Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

  

Present: Commissioner Joseph Granchelli; Commissioner George Ilse; and Mayor Steve Otis, 

City of Rye.  

 

Absent: Mayor Frank Filipowski, Village of Rye Brook; Mayor Gerald Logan, Village of Port 

Chester.  

 

Also Present: Monroe Y. Mann, Rye Town Park Attorney 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of the minutes of June 24
th

, 2003 were approved with corrections on a motion by 

Commissioner Granchelli and seconded by Commissioner Otis. 

 

President Morabito went over the financials of Rye Town Park. 

 

President Morabito  presented a proposal from John Ambrose of SeaSide Johnnies concerning a 

boxing exhibition. 

 

It was noted that Commissioner Otis requested the special meeting on Saturday, May 10
th

, 2003 

of the Rye Town Park Commission concerning the bids of the repaving of the Rye Town Park 

lot. 

 

Commissioner Ilse expressed concerns on the capital improvements at the Park. 

 

Mr. Bernard Abel of the public asked about an employee processing a weapon.  President 

Morabito stated that this could possible be a litigation item and said that this is Executive Session 

information.  Mr. Abel asked about any Rye Town Park building violations.  Commissioner Otis 

stated that the City of Rye Building Department does Rye Town Park building inspections with 

the cooperation of the Town of Rye.  He noted that the Town is not required to have the City 

conduct those inspections but does so on a voluntary basis. 

     

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Raymond L. Sculky, 

Secretary to the Rye Town Park Commission 



 

     



Rye Town Park Commission Meeting, August 19
th

, 2003 

 

A meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission was held on Tuesday, August 19
th

, 2003 at 

6:43P.M. at the Rye Town Court Room, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 with President 

Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

 

A quorum was not present.  

  

Present: Commissioner Joseph Granchelli; and Mayor Steve Otis, City of Rye.  

 

Absent: Mayor Frank Filipowski, Village of Rye Brook; Commissioner George Ilse; and Mayor 

Gerald Logan, Village of Port Chester.  

 

Also Present: Monroe Y. Mann, Rye Town Park Attorney 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of the minutes of the July 15
th

, 2003 meeting were tabled. 

 

Presentation by the Westchester Triathlon was made.  Approximately 750-800 athletes will 

participate.  Commissioner Otis had concerns about the early morning setup and preparations for 

the triathlon concerning noise.  Westchester Triathlon assured Commissioner Otis that the utmost 

care and notification to all neighbors will be done. 

 

Letter from the Scuba Sports Club concerning the international coastal cleanup was discussed.  

This will take place on Saturday, September 20
th

, 2003 at the Park.  Once the proper insurance of 

certificate is given, the Commission will grant permission for the above event. 

 

Lisa Easton of Lisa Easton Architects made a presentation concerning the Feasibility Study for 

the Administration Building at the Park. Commissioner Otis congratulated Ms. Easton on the 

pavilion project and stated that she will do a great job on the Administration Building. 

 

Brian Daly of the public complimented the pavilion project done by Easton Architects. 

 

Bernard Abel of the public asked if a gun is permitted to be carried by Rye Town Park Security 

Staff.  Commissioner Otis stated that the Commission policy prohibits any staff member from 

carrying a gun. 

 

Richard Abel from the public asked about a majority of the Commission not in attendance at this 

meeting.  President Morabito stated that he knew a quorum was not present and that this meeting 

is not an official one.  

     

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:12P.M. 

 

 



Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Raymond L. Sculky, 

Secretary to the Rye Town Park Commission 

 

     



Rye Town Park Commission Meeting, September 23
rd

, 2003 

 

A meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission was held on Tuesday, September 23rd, 2003 at 
6:05P.M. at the Rye Town Court Room, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 with President 
Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
  
Present: Commissioner Joseph Granchelli; Commissioner George Ilse; and Mayor Gerald Logan, 
Village of Port Chester.  
 
Absent: Mayor Frank Filipowski, Village of Rye Brook; Mayor Steve Otis, City of Rye. 
 
Also Present: Monroe Y. Mann, Rye Town Park Attorney 

 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Approval of the minutes of July 15th, 2003 were approved on a motion by Commissioner 
Granchelli and seconded by Commissioner Ilse. 
 
The Duck Pond Contract was discussed.  Bid specs were reviewed by the Commission.  The first 
voucher was received for an amount of $122,668.75 from the State.  Commissioner Ilse inquired 
about potential deficits with the project.  Brian Daly, of the “Friends of Rye Town Park” stated 
that the “Friends” have raised over $150,000 towards this project. 
 
Commissioner Ilse proposed that a “Memo of Understanding” with the “Friends of Rye Town 

Park” and the Rye Town Park Commission be drawn up.  President Morabito requested that Rye 
Town Park Attorney Monroe Y. Mann and the “Friends of Rye Town Park” look over this 
document before any action is taken. 
 
Bernard Abel from the public asked the Commission if the Village of Port Chester or/and the 
Village of Rye Brook would be responsible for any liability concerning the Duck Pond Contract.  
President Morabito answered no.  All funding would be coming through the Commission.  Mr. 
Abel also asked if the Commission had a representative from the Rye Neck section of the Town 
of Rye.  President Morabito answered that Joseph Granchelli, Commission member is from 
Mamaroneck, Rye Neck section of the Town of Rye. 
 
Commissioner Ilse complimented the Commission on the deficit number as of this date and the 

Commission and Rye Town Park Staff on the controls in keeping the deficit down relative to the 
bad weather that occurred during this past season. 
  
The Commission also approved a request from the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation concerning their 
annual walk through the Park on May 16th, 2004.  Approval was given provided they supply the 
Certificate of Insurance to the Commission. 
     
 
 



There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:20P.M. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Raymond L. Sculky, 
Secretary to the Rye Town Park Commission 
 
     



Rye Town Park Commission Meeting, November 18
th

, 2003 

 

A meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission was held on Tuesday, November 18
th

, 2003 at 

6:32P.M. at the Rye Town Court Room, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 with President 

Robert A. Morabito presiding. 

  

Present: Mayor Frank Filipowski, Village of Rye Brook; Commissioner Joseph Granchelli; 

Commissioner George Ilse; and Mayor Steve Otis, City of Rye. 

 

Absent: Mayor Gerald Logan, Village of Port Chester. 

 

Also Present: Monroe Y. Mann, Rye Town Park Attorney; and Sevario Terenzi, Rye Town Park 

Accountant. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of the minutes of September 23
rd

, 2003 were approved on a motion by Commissioner 

Granchelli and seconded by Commissioner Ilse. 

 

The Rye Town Park Budget for 2004 was discussed. 

 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation grant for the Rye Town Duck 

Pond Reconstruction project was discussed.  Commissioner Ilse stated this project would be a 

complex procedure to carry out.  He would like to have experienced people and advisors for the 

above project in order that we don’t lose control of the overall costs.  Commissioner Otis stated 
that this is a good project.  Brian Daly, from the “Friends of Rye Town Park” stated that the City 

of Rye Planning Commission approved the plans for the above project.  Commissioner Ilse went 

on to state that the Commission must have control over the contract and he suggested a 

committee comprised of the Rye Town and City of Rye Comptroller’s, the Rye Town Park 
Commission President and any other Commission member; be formed to oversee the entire Duck 

Pond Project.  Commissioner Filipowski spoke about how the Commission should approach this 

project as a team effort by the Commission.  The Commission will attempt to have someone 

from the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation address the Commission concerning 

the carrying out of the project. 

 

New bulbs and plantings at the Park were discussed. 

 

Commissioner Otis suggested that the Commission increase the membership by two members.  

This is because the assessed value of the City of Rye is approaching 50% or more of total 

assessed value of the combined Town of Rye and City of Rye total valuations.  He stated that the 

City of Rye would have four representatives and the Town of Rye would have four 

representatives. Commissioner Otis said that State Legislation would be needed for the above. 

President Morabito stated that when the Town of Rye completes revaluation, these numbers of 

the total assessed valuation would shift back to the Town of Rye. 

 



Commissioner Ilse discussed the proposed Memo of Understanding with the “Friends of Rye 

Town Park”.  Brian Daly of the “Friends” stated that there would be no interest from the “Friends 

of Rye Town Park.”  But, he will take the above to the “Friends of Rye Town Park” Board of 

Directors for discussion.  Commissioner Filipowski stated that there is no motion for the above 

and that this is inappropriate and should be tabled.     

 

Goldie Solomon of the public asked about the police protection concerning the walking path at 

the Park and alleged swimming at the beach.  She also inquired about liability and who shares it.  

President Morabito stated that both the Town and City of Rye share the liability at the Park.  

Commissioner Otis went on to state that when he was at the Park recently, he witnessed someone 

who got hurt and the City of Rye Police and the EMT’s were immediately at the Park taking care 
of the injured person. 

 

Bernard Abel from the public asked who is the outside auditor for the Park.  President Morabito 

said Bennett Kielson Storch.  Mr. Abel asked if an employee is allowed to carry a gun at the Park 

even though he has a gun permit.  Rye Town Park Attorney Monroe Mann stated that the 

employee in question is allowed to carry a gun.    Commissioner Otis stated that the employee in 

question has not carried a gun since the early spring of 2003.  Mr. Abel asked if smoking is 

permitted in the Park Offices.  President Morabito asked if Commissioner Granchelli and Rye 

Town Park Secretary Raymond Sculky would check into that matter.  Commissioner Filipowski 

stated that there should be no smoking at any Park buildings.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:12P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Raymond L. Sculky, 

Secretary to the Rye Town Park Commission 

 

     



Rye Town Park Commission Meeting, December 15
th

, 2003 

 

A meeting of the Rye Town Park Commission was held on Tuesday, December 15th, 2003 at 
6:44P.M. at the Rye Town Court Room, 10 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573 with President 
Robert A. Morabito presiding. 
  
Present: Commissioner Joseph Granchelli; Commissioner George Ilse; and Mayor Steve Otis, 
City of Rye. 
 
Absent: Mayor Frank Filipowski, Village of Rye Brook; and Mayor Gerald Logan, Village of 
Port Chester. 
 

Also Present: Monroe Y. Mann, Rye Town Park Attorney; and Sevario Terenzi, Rye Town Park 
Accountant. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Approval of the minutes of November 18th, 2003 were approved on a motion by Commissioner 
Granchelli and seconded by Commissioner Otis with corrections. 
 
The Rye Town Park Budget for 2004 was discussed.  President Morabito assigned 
Commissioners’ Granchelli and Ilse to recommend to the Commission the possibility of raising 
the prices of the permits and rates at the Park for the 2004 season. 
 

Memo of Understanding between the Commission and the “Friends of Rye Town Park” was 
discussed.  President Morabito expressed the concerns of Brian Daly of the “Friends of Rye 
Town Park.”  Commissioner Otis suggested that President Morabito should go to the next 
“Friends” meeting to discuss the groups’ concerns about the above.  President Morabito tabled 
the above until he attends a “Friends” meeting and receives their feedback about the Memo of 
Understanding.  Commissioner Ilse claims that there is a liability problem without a Memo of 
Understanding.  President Morabito stated that the “Friends” provides insurance.   
 
President Morabito stated that the Park is on the State Register for Historic Facilities and also 
listed on the National Register. 
 
President Morabito announced that through the efforts of Congresswoman Nita Lowey, the Park 

received a $199,000 grant from the “Save America’s Treasures” initiative.  President Morabito 
also asked the Commission for feedback from the Feasibility Study that was recently distributed 
to the Commission.   
 
Commissioner Ilse asked for a record of the number of permits by categories that were sold by 
the Park in 2003.  Commissioner Otis asked for suggestions on when we should charge for 
parking at the Park before and after the season.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10P.M. 



 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Raymond L. Sculky, 
Secretary to the Rye Town Park Commission 
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