
     Rye Town Park 
     95 Dearborn Ave. 

     Rye, NY   10580 

     914 967-0965 
 

Agenda 

Commission Members 

Gary Zuckerman - President 

Joseph Sack, Mayor-City of Rye 
Dennis Pilla, Mayor-Village of Port Chester 
Paul Rosenberg, Mayor-Village of Rye Brook 
Benedict Salanitro, Commissioner 
Julie Killian – Commissioner 
 
 

DATE & TIME:     Tuesday, 2/16/2016 @ 6:00PM 

 
PLACE:                      Village of Rye Brook 
   938 King Street 

Rye Brook, NY 10573 
 

1. Roll Call 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Approval of 1/19/2016 minutes 
4. Comments from the Public 
5. Park Management Report 
6. Pond – Lake Proposal 
7. Financial Report - 2016 Budget discussion 
8. Old Business 

a. RTP Operations and Restaurant RFQ 
9. New Business 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
RYE TOWN PARK COMMISSION 

Minutes of January 19, 2016 Meeting 
 

Attendance: 
Gary Zuckerman, Chair 
Joseph Sack, Mayor of the City of Rye 
Paul Rosenberg 
Benedict Salanitro 
Julie Killian 
 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
2. Moment of Silence for the Commission’s accountant Saverio Terenzi, who passed away in January 2016. 

 
3. Comments from the Public 

Linda Wells, representing the Friends of Rye Town Park welcomed the new Commissioners.  She asked 
about the status of the sewer project being planned. Commissioner Salanitro responded that the bids 
were due in January 20, 2016. It was anticipated that the bid would be awarded without delay and that 
the project would start in middle of March.  Work would proceed from both ends simultaneously.  By 
working in that way, the park portion would be concluded first so that by the time the park’s season is in 
full swing, construction would no longer be an issue for park-goers.  He added that both park benches 
would have to be temporarily relocated. The engineering consultant will be provided with a contact sheet 
of all stakeholders for regular communications and progress reports. 
 

4. Park Management Report: 

Park Director Fred Gioffre reported that the park is closed.  Therefore, there has been a minimum of 
activity.  Contractor John Zicca has been on-sight regularly to clean up and collect trash.  There have been 
many walkers due to the good weather.  Director Gioffre reported that Bill Lawyer has already contacted 
Pond Lake Management Company to get started early on the DEC application. 
 
There was a spray paint incident that was cleaned immediately. Park staff has spoken with the Rye Police 
Department (RPD) about increasing patrols.  In addition, since the Commission voted to prohibit smoking 
in the park at its December 2015 meeting, the staff has started work to determine where cigarette 
receptacles can be located. The new policy will be publicized in the coming months along with the posting 
of signs.  According to the RPD, the annual permit to have dogs off leash from 6:00 – 9:00 AM will cost $25 
and that 400 people signed up in 2015.  
 
Finances: with the illness and passing of Sam Terenzi, Bishop Nowotnik is working on pulling together 
unaudited financial numbers. As per Commission instructions, a bill has already been submitted to the 
City of Rye for its share of operations. 
 
Mr. Lawyer has been in contact with the people organizing the “Stand Up and Paddle for the Cure” event 
which was presented at the December meeting.  Event organizers anticipate 500 people will participate 
on Saturday, September 10. However, because the tides at RTP will be too low on the appointed day and 



time, organizers have indicated they will need a new location. The Commissioners expressed their hope 
that RTP will still be able to participate in some way.   
 
Staff also worked with the MAC Angels Foundation on their annual New Year’s Day Polar Park Plunge. The 
MAC Angels Foundation is dedicated to supporting families living with Lou Gehrig’s Disease. About 80 
people participated. Preparations are also underway for a facility use agreement for an Angel Man Walk 
on Sunday, May 22nd.  In addition, flyers have been sent to Rye City, Port Chester and Rye Brook 
Chambers of Commerce to promote sponsorship opportunities for Twilight Tuesday Concerts and other 
events. 
 

5. Financial Report: 

Former RTP Secretary Bishop Nowotnik presented the preliminary budget for 2016, explaining that it is 
based on the last actual budget report produced by Mr. Terenzi, which was from October 2015.   

6. Budget discussion.   

Mr. Nowotnik explained that because 2015 was such an unusual year for the park, 2016 projections were 
based on an average of the preceding three years (2012-2014). 2015 was an anomaly because there were 
seven more business days than in prior years and the weather was exceptionally good. 
Chairman Zuckerman asked if Park Director Gioffre’s recommendations for capital expenditures were 
included in budget numbers that had just been presented.  Mr. Nowotnik replied that $90,000 was 
included in the budget for capital expenditures but that number was not exact. He continued by 
explaining that the largest project in the plan is the ADA-compliant beach gate, for which exact costs were 
still unknown.   
Commissioner Salanitro asked that staff circulate to the Commissioners a copy of the two-year capital 
plan that had been approved in 2015. 
 
Mr. Nowotnik pointed out that this budget was a working draft intended to aid the Commission in 
beginning discussion.  He observed, for example, that the 2016 budget will contain a number of changes 
such as an increase in the minimum wage to $8.75 or $9. Mr. Zuckerman asked for a projection for 2016 
based on last year’s wage schedule.   
 
Chairman Zuckerman also asked when the budget should be passed.  Mr. Nowotnik replied that the 
absolute latest date would be March and that February would be better because the permit mailing 
would need to be ready to go in April. Moreover, any increase in the fee schedule would need to be 
included in that as well. Commissioners asked the staff to present a recommended proposal for a 2016 
fee schedule.  
 

7. Old Business: 

Rye Town Park Operations RFQ.  
RTP Secretary Debbie Reisner read out the proposed schedule.  Commissioner Sack suggested the 
timeline might be a bit aggressive. He suggested the Commission should be prepared to extend deadlines 
if the RFQ doesn’t elicit the response desired. Chairman Zuckerman said the Commission could be flexible 
regarding all dates.  But it would be useful to keep to the timeline proposed to determine interest.  After 
much discussion it was agreed that the Commission can be flexible with all the dates if necessary. 
Commissioner Salanitro specified that all questions that are submitted in response to the RFQ must be 
submitted in writing so that all participants can benefit from the answers.   
 
It was agreed that the RFQ would be distributed to the RTP’s original distribution list of 50 developers and 
advertised in a Tri-State development magazine, as well as to a handful of people who have requested to 
be kept up-to-date on this matter.  In addition, restaurants and local restaurant groups such as the Z 
Group in Greenwich and the Pearl Group in Rye would be contacted as well.  Commissioner Sack said he 

http://macangels.org/


will put RTP staff in touch with the Rye Golf Club and provide us with the list the Whitby Castle used in its 
recent RFP.  He also suggested we reach out to the Journal News, Westmore news, Hometown media 
Group and other local news outlets.   
It was agreed that the RFQ’s deadlines would be aligned with the Commissions’ regularly scheduled 
meetings in April, May and June. Further, the Commission will make a determination at its March 15 
meeting if a change in schedule will have to be made.  
Public Comment: Emily Hurd of the City of Rye said this was the first she has heard of RFQ. She asked if 
there is a goal that the Commission would like to see and had the Commission put out other RFQs? 
Chairman Zuckerman explained the RTP had issued an earlier version of this draft a year earlier. 
 

8. New Business 

Mr. Nowotnik presented the idea of switching to the use of biometric timeclocks instead of paper punch 
cards for managing employee hours and payroll.  This new technology could enable more efficient park 
management. The system would sync with RTP’s payroll system and transfer records electronically.  
Currently, paper punch cards must be reviewed and processed both by the Assistant Park Director and in 
the Supervisor’s office. Mr. Nowotnik went on to explain that there are two technologies for the 
Commission to consider. One that reads a single thumb print and the other that reads an entire palm.  The 
Commission asked that staff prepare a report that estimates the potential time savings and presents 
parallel case.  
 
Public Comment: Meighan Corbett, a neighbor of RTP said that The Rye Y uses a palm print scanner for its 
many employees. She posited that the Y probably found that this is the most effective and efficient way to 
manage time. Also is it likely that the proprietor of Seaside Johnnies would be interested in renewing.  The 
Commissioners said he would likely be a highly interested party. 
 

9. Motion to adjourn. Voice votes. 



 
Rye Town Park - Management Report 

From Dec 12, 2015 to Jan 12 2016 
 
Overview - Continued warm, generally dry weather resulted in large numbers of visitors to the park again during 
this period.  The December temperature was 13 degrees above normal. It turned colder in January, but no snow. 
We learned that incoming Town Supervisor Gary Zuckerman has hired Deborah Reisner to take Bishop Nowotnik’s 
position, starting in early 2016.   
 
Maintenance - John Zicca, the park contracted handyman, carried out regular cleanup operations. We had a 
problem with the timer lights going off too early in the mornings on Dec 17.  It was repaired on the 23rd. 
 

Bill Lawyer contacted the Pond-Lake management company to get started with the DEC application and setting a 
contract for 2016. We received the draft January 6th.  The DEC is revising its permit procedures, and they said we 
will get the new forms in mid-January.   
 
Parking, Security and Safety - We had a case of spray paint vandalism on park signs on Dec 18.  It was reported to 
the Rye police, and John Zicca got it removed the same day.  Bill Lawyer spoke with Rye Police officer Albert Hein 
1/6 regarding patrols at the park.   
 
As per the RTPC’s vote at the December meeting to prohibit smoking in the Park except the paved parking area, 
we started work determining where smoking areas with cigarette butt receptacles could be located.   The new 
policy will be publicized in the coming months, along with new signs. 
 
Bill Lawyer contacted the Rye City Clerk’s office 12/22 regarding the leash law.  He learned that starting in January 
of 2016 there will be a $25 yearly permit to have dogs off-leash from 6-9 a.m.  According to the deputy clerk, 
nearly 400 people signed up for the free permits in 2015.  As of Jan 12 the web site had not been updated, but the 
Deputy Clerk said it would be done “very soon.”   
 
Beach Operations - Lots of people were on the beach on sunny days.   
 
Finances  - With the illness and passing of Sam Terenzi, Bishop is working to get an up-to-date unaudited report 
for the fiscal year.  As per direction from RTPC, Bishop submitted a “bill” to the City of Rye for its share of the 
support to the RTP operations in 2015.   
 
Personnel  - See above. 
  
Programs, Permits and Fees  -  
 
Bill Lawyer followed up with the proposed “Standup Paddle for the Cure” benefit event that had been presented 
at the Dec. RTPC Meeting by Debra Bisaccia.  Her proposed date is Sat. Sept 10, 2016.  She is hoping to attract 500 
participants.  
 
Debbie and Bill met at the park Dec 23 to discuss the logistics and the scale (time, space, participants) of the 
event.   We later determined that the tide would be too low on Sept 10 to carry out the event as planned.  She is 
looking for another location.   
 
Bill lawyer and Bishop Nowotnik arranged with the MAC Angels to use the beach for their annual New Year’s Day 
benefit polar plunge event.  The MAC Angels Foundation is dedicated to supporting families with Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), Also known as "Lou Gehrig's disease." About 80 people participated.   
 
Bill Lawyer started work with Dr. Jane Riley of Rye on the facility use agreement with the Angelman Syndrome 
Foundation Walk scheduled for Sunday, May 22nd.   
 



Park Development 
 
Bill Lawyer updated and sent out flyers to the Rye City and Port Chester-Rye Brook Chambers of Commerce 
members about sponsorship opportunities for the Rye Town Park Twilight Tuesdays concert series, outdoor 
movie, and Shakespeare in the park production. We have received 3 sponsor requests so far.   
 
Bill Lawyer updated the RTP web site, as well as adding a self-guided beach path walk starting from Dearborn Ave 
and ending at Playland Park.   
 
 



Rye Town Park - Management Report 
From Jan 13 through Feb 9 2016 - Draft 

 
Overview - The weather became much more wintry from later January through the end of this 
report period.  The January average temperature was still 2 degrees above normal. Many people 
were sledding and cross-country skiing after the 24-inch snow on Jan. 23. The park got a lot of 
coverage in the local media.  We are working with the Town of Rye’s new chief of staff, Debbie 
Reisner, to make a smooth transition in preparation for the 2016 Park beach season.   
 
Maintenance - John Zicca, the park contracted handyman, carried out regular cleanup operations.  
We worked with the grounds contractor to be more careful in removing snow from the sidewalks, 
so as to not damage the flowerbed near the corner of Dearborn and Forest Ave. or the daffodils 
along the stone walls.   
 
The proposed pond maintenance fee was higher for 2016, but Bishop Nowotnik and Bill Lawyer got 
them to reduce it to last year’s level, and we would only pay more if we had increased need for 
treatment.    Last summer was unusually sunny and dry, which led to increased algae growth 
requiring more than normal treatment.     
 
Parking, Security and Safety -  
 
As per the RTPC’s vote at the December meeting to prohibit smoking in the Park except the paved 
parking area, we started work determining where smoking areas with cigarette butt receptacles 
could be located.   The new policy will be publicized in the coming months, including new signs.  
 
On Feb 9 Bill Lawyer spoke with Ken Puccia, assistant park director of Playland, regarding how they 
enforce and manage their similar regulation.   Smoking is not permitted in the amusement park, 
pool or beach. They permit smoking in the fountain circle area and most of the boardwalks, except 
the area near the pool/beach operations.  Smokers have access to benches in the permitted areas.  
Smoking is also permitted in the parking lot.   The Park does not provide cigarette butt receptacles.  
There are no specific staff members assigned to enforcement.   
 
The City of Rye updated all its website information about the revised leash law for Rye Town Park.  
At the Jan 27 City Council meeting, police Lieutenant Scott Craig provided an update on the 
enforcement of the policy so far.  And, he answered questions from council members about the 
policy as raised by park-goers.   Bill Lawyer wrote a report about the discussion for the Rye Record.   
 
Beach Operations - Nothing to report.   
 
Finances  - We are still waiting for a complete financial report for the park’s operations in 2015. 
Bill Lawyer and Fred Gioffre met to discuss the proposed budget for 2016. 
 
Personnel  - Some of the management topics reviewed with Ms. Reisner were the operations 
manual, personnel policies, job descriptions, orientation procedures, and the Code of Conduct and 
Ethics document.  
  
Programs, Permits and Fees  -  
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Bill Lawyer had further discussions with Debbie Bisaccia Jan. 21regarding the proposed Stand Up 
Paddle fundraiser.  He determined that the tide conditions might work on Sept. 17.  Debbie had to 
work out with the national organization to if that date and time would be acceptable to them.  As of 
February 9 we have not heard from her.   
 
Bill Lawyer prepared a draft facility rental agreement with Dr. Jane Riley of Rye for the Angelman 
Syndrome Foundation Walk scheduled for Sunday, May 22nd.   
 
Bill Lawyer, Fred Gioffre and Terry Fanelli submitted ideas for possible increases in park user fees 
to help handle increases in operating costs, including the NY higher minimum wage.  
 
Park Development 
 
Bill Lawyer spoke about partnership opportunities for sponsorship of summer events at RTP at the 
Rye Chamber of Commerce’s February meeting.  He also made more updates to the park’s web site.  
He also participated in a draft survey that will be used to help promote Rye Chamber members. 
 
The “Greater Playland Working group had two meetings to focus on environmental and cultural 
projects coordinated by Rye Town Park, the Children’s Museum, the Rye Historical Society and 
Edith Read Sanctuary.  This would include the walker’s beach path guide and coastal shoreline 
resiliency improvement.   
 
With Debbie Reisner’s approval, Bill Lawyer sent out a press release regarding the RFQ to local 
media.  Items appeared in Rye Patch, Rye Hamlet Hub, and the Rye Record. 
 
Bill Lawyer reached out to the Friends of Rye Town Park and the Rye Town Park Advisory 
Committee of the City of Rye to bring them up to date on the RFQ.  Russ Gold of the RTPAC has 
contacted the FRTP about a joint “stakeholders” meeting.   
 
We also discussed the idea of holding another public “community conversation” meeting at the park 
in April or May.   
 
Bill Lawyer and Bishop Nowotnik joined Debbie Reisner in leading the Feb. 4 RTP ‘walk-through’ 
for prospective RFQ proposal submitters.  A number of City of Rye staff participated.  Ms. Reisner 
got everyone’s contact information.   
 
We were approached by Midland School parents about developing community service projects at 
the park in May.  They also approached the FRTP.  We will work with them any way we can.  Daisy 
(6-7 yr. old) Scout troop leader Nicole Van Maanen also contacted us regarding spring volunteer 
projects.  We will work with them any way we can.   



Estimate

Date

1/1/2016

Estimate #

46367

Name / Address

Rye Town Park
222 Grace Church St 3rd Floor
Port Chester, NY  10573.

64 Barnabas Road
Suite 5
Newtown, CT 06470

If the above meets your approval, please sign this copy and return it to the office. Thank
you!

Signature

Phone #

203-426-7055

Fax #

203-426-2078

E-mail

pondconnection@gmail.com

Web Site

www.thepondconnection.com

Total

Subtotal

Sales Tax  (0.0%)NY #15201 / CT #2764 /
NJ #99972A

Description Qty Rate Total

New York State DEC Permit 1 200.00 200.00
2016 Pond and Lake Service Contract

Scope of Services:

Pond Inspection and Initial Pond Bacteria Treatment- May - $825
Base Line Water Test- May 2016- $285
The water testing will include the results of:
Nutrient: Ammonia as N, Nitrate as N, Kjeldahl Nitrogen as N,
Phosphorus-T as P, Organic Nitrogen as N
Physical: pH, Color, Conductivity, Conductivity as TDS, Odor,
Turbidity
Minerals: Alkalinity, Calcium, Chloride, Magnesium
Metals: Copper, Potassium, Sodium, Iron

Six (6)  Follow Up Observations, Site Inspections & Maintenance
Applications: One in May, Two in June, Two in July and Two in
August.- $411 each
*Please note that if additional applications are needed, the will be
invoiced at $411.

1 3,576.00 3,576.00
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Estimate

Date

1/1/2016

Estimate #

46367

Name / Address

Rye Town Park
222 Grace Church St 3rd Floor
Port Chester, NY  10573.

64 Barnabas Road
Suite 5
Newtown, CT 06470

If the above meets your approval, please sign this copy and return it to the office. Thank
you!

Signature

Phone #

203-426-7055

Fax #

203-426-2078

E-mail

pondconnection@gmail.com

Web Site

www.thepondconnection.com

Total

Subtotal

Sales Tax  (0.0%)NY #15201 / CT #2764 /
NJ #99972A

Description Qty Rate Total

48 Hours Notice of Services with Confirmation Will Be Given to:
Mr. Frank Deleo - Park Forman or Mr. Fred Gioffre- Park Director 
Reports will be provided after water testing and treatment
applications with observations and results.

The 2016 Pond and Lake Service Contract Must Be Paid in Full by
February 1, 2016 for the 10% Discount to be Applied.
10% Discount for 2016 Pond and Lake Service Contract -10.00% -357.60

Additional pricing for Aeration Equipment Services:
Seasonal Installation of Kasco Marine Aerators 2 175.00 350.00
Seasonal Installation of Kasco Marine Circulator 1 95.00 95.00
Seasonal Installation of Waterfall 1 95.00 95.00
THREE (3) FREE Service Calls
*Please note that additional service calls are $175 and $75 per hour
with a minimum of one hour.

3 0.00 0.00

Page 2

_____________________________________

$3,958.40

$3,958.40

$0.00

























































































1 Joshua Caspi Caspi Development Co. 3010 Westchester Avenue Suite 106Purchase, NY 10577914-694-8300 www.caspidevelopment.com josh@caspidevelopment.com

2 Sal Gizzo 914-330-9996

Marcus Serrano, City Manager City of Rye 1051 Boston Post Road Rye, NY 10580 967-7404 Email: manager@ryeny.gov

Eleanor Militana, Asst City Mngr City of Rye 1052 Boston Post Road Rye, NY 10581 967-7404 Email: manager@ryeny.gov

Sally Rogol City of Rye 1051 Boston Post Road Rye, NY 10580 914-967-2535 http://www.ryeny.gov recreation@ryeny.gov

Ike Kuzio City of Rye 1052 Boston Post Road Rye, NY 10581 914-967-2535 http://www.ryeny.gov recreation@ryeny.gov

Christian Miller, City Planner City of Rye 1052 Boston Post Road Rye, NY 10581 (914) 967-7167 cmiller@ryeny.gov

Many DiLegge 914-602-1069

Carmine DeMglio 914-774-1487

Michael Rao, broker 914-447-2191

John Ambrose Seaside Jonnies 94 Dearborn Avenue Rye, New York 10580 (914) 409-3889 seasidejohn@bellsouth.net

Andy Maniglia Standard Amusements /United Parks, LLCc/o A. Maniglia 162 Old Mill Road West Nyak, NY 10994 (914) 629-3806 amaniglia@unitedparks.com

Dan Biederman Biederman Redevelopment Ventures (212) 768-4242 dbiederman@urbanmgt.com

Group

Expressed Interest and/or Participated in Walk-Through 

1st Name Lst Name Company Name Address City,State, zip Phone Website Email

5

6

7

4

3
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