MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 16, 2016
                   A regular monthly meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Rye, New York, was held on Tuesday, February 16, 2016 7:30P.M. at the Village of Rye Brook Village Hall at 938 King Street, Rye Brook, New York  in the Main Conference Room  with Supervisor Gary J. Zuckerman presiding.

PRESENT:  in addition to Supervisor Zuckerman were Deputy Supervisor William Villanova, Councilperson Lindsay Anne Jackson, and Town Clerk Hope B. Vespia.
       

ALSO 

PRESENT: were Receiver of Taxes Nicholas C. Mecca, Superintendent of Highways John DeCrescenzo, Town Attorney Paul Noto, Town Assessor Denise Knauer, Town Comptroller David Byrnes, and Chief of Staff and Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor Deborah Reisner.

ABSENT:    were Councilpersons Thomas Nardi and Anthony Baxter.








                                 * * * * * * *

                    President of the Friends of Crawford Park Laura Klein led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance and Deputy Supervisor Villanova read the opening prayer. A video recorder and an audio recorder were in use during the proceedings.  






                      * * * * * * *

                                                            

Supervisor Zuckerman called the meeting to order and asked Town Clerk Vespia to call the roll.

         Dean Larkin, from Rye Troop 2, Rye, New York was present to request approval from the Town Board to perform an Eagle Scout Project at Crawford Park.  His proposal is entitled “Wilton Road Pedestrian Entrance Beautification Project” which included a planting plan, a bench, and signage, all with the timetable.            

The Town Board approved the project with enthusiasm.






          * * * * * * *

          Charles Sacco, a member of the Knights of Columbus Council 503 came before the Town Board requesting approval for a family picnic for members of the Knights and Port Chester parishioners scheduled to be held on July 17, 2016 at Crawford Park as a special event.   The anticipated attendance is 150 to 175 which includes staff, volunteers and visitors.  The Town Board approved the special event.







* * * * * * *


          Thomas G. Ahneman, of Ahneman Kirby, LLC was present to review the bids received for Otter Creek Bridge Structure Painting Request for Proposals and confirm the recommendation he made to the Town Board.  


Prior to adopting the resolution, Councilperson Jackson asked if there was a State Environmental Quality Review (“SEQR”) report completed on the project.  Mr. Ahneman mentioned that the report, which permitted all work, was done under one process in 2013. The scope of the painting project was separate for contracting purposes.  Supervisor Zuckerman asked in regard to SEQR if this was a Type II action and Mr. Ahneman mentioned that he would check. 


Councilperson Villanova expressed his concern to keep said project on the time-line with a start and finish date.  He recommended that the Town engage the proper contractor as soon as possible and for a schedule to be put in place.

 On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Jackson, the following Resolution was adopted as amended:

WHEREAS, the bridge superstructure of the Otter Creek Bridge, located in the Village of Mamaroneck, New York, is in need of painting for the purposes of rehabilitation, restoration and preservation, and
WHEREAS, the work shall consist of cleaning, grinding or sanding, priming and painting of the steel            superstructure as well as the removal of the closure plate on the south side of said Otter Creek Bridge, and 
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Rye needs professional services for said project, and 
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WHEREAS, Ahneman Kirby, LLC, located at 1171 East Putnam Avenue, Suite 1A, Riverside, Connecticut 06878, had performed site and structural observations and had prepared contract documents 
for said project, and
   WHEREAS, the Department of Environmental Conservation determined that this is a State Environmental Quality Review Type II Action with no significant impact on the environment and no further environmental review required,  and
            WHEREAS, the Town of Rye had publicized for bids and had received 6, and
WHEREAS, the A.G. Williams Painting Company Inc., 411 Fifth Avenue, Pelham, New York 10803, had submitted the lowest bid and upon checking references, was deemed to be the most qualified; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Supervisor Gary J. Zuckerman be and he hereby is  authorized to execute an agreement with said A.G. Williams Painting Company, Inc. to perform the superstructure painting, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said A.G. Williams Painting Company, be paid seventy 
thousand, nine hundred, twenty-five dollars ($70,925.00) for the painting services provided in the Request
for Proposals.
ROLL CALL                                                                                                                                                                                                                    AYES:        Councilpersons Jackson and Villanova and Supervisor Zuckerman                                                                                                                                                          NOES:        None                                                                                                                                                        ABSENT:   Councilpersons Nardi and Baxter






  * * * * * * *
 Supervisor Zuckerman asked for comments from the public.  There were none.







  * * * * * * *

On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Jackson, the minutes for the meeting held January 19, 2016 were unanimously approved.






  * * * * * * *


On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Jackson, the following Resolution was adopted:


RESOLVED, that Brian Niles, residing at 70 Rock Ridge Drive, Rye Brook, New York, is re-appointed a member of the Town of Rye Board of Assessment Review for a five-year term, effective October 1, 2015 and expiring September 30, 2020, subject to approval of the State Board of Equalization and Assessment and the satisfactory completion of any training requirements, at an annual compensation of two thousand, five hundred dollars ($2,500.00), and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall cause the said Brian Niles to take and file the necessary Oath of Office forthwith.


ROLL CALL

            AYES:         Councilpersons Jackson and Villanova and Supervisor Zuckerman


NOES:
        None

            ABSENT:    Councilpersons Nardi and Baxter





                        * * * * * * *       

   Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye Establishing a Homestead Base Proportion for the Town of Rye and to Authorize the Town Assessor to File a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to and in Accordance with the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law Commonly Referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” based upon 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016 Town budget and taxes.

            On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Jackson, the following Resolution was adopted:


WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law (“RPTL”) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and
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WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property, and  


WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate property tax rates: a lower rate for residential property owners equal to a rate of 66.749845 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a higher rate for all other property owners equal to a rate of 33.250155 (the “Non-Homestead Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016 Town budget and taxes;       

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD AS FOLLOWS: 

The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 66.749845 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 33.250155 and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016 Town budget and  taxes.  

ROLL CALL

AYES:
    Councilpersons Jackson and Villanova and Supervisor Zuckerman

NOES:       None

ABSENT:   Councilpersons Nardi and Baxter 







* * * * * * *

Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye Establishing a Homestead Base Proportion for the Village of Port Chester and to Authorize the Town Assessor to File a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to and in Accordance with the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law Commonly Referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016 Village budget and tax rates.

            On motion of Councilperson Jackson, seconded by Councilperson Villanova, the following Resolution was adopted:


WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law (“RPTL”) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and

WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property; and  


 
 WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate property tax rates for the Village of Port Chester; a rate for residential property owners equal to a rate of 54.889754 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a rate for all other property owners equal to a rate of 45.110246 (the “Non-Homestead Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016 Village budget and tax rates;    
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD AS FOLLOWS:


The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates for the  Village of Port Chester pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 54.889754 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 45.110246 and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016 Village budget and tax rates.  

ROLL CALL

AYES:
     Councilpersons Jackson and Villanova and Supervisor Zuckerman 

NOES:       None 

ABSENT:   Councilpersons Nardi and Baxter 





* * * * * * *
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Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye Establishing a Homestead Base Proportion for the Village of Rye Brook and to Authorize the Town Assessor to File a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to and in Accordance with the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law Commonly Referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016 Village budget and tax rates.

            On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Jackson, the following Resolution was adopted:


WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law (“RPTL”) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and

WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property, and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate property tax rates for the Village of Rye Brook; a rate for residential property owners equal to a rate of 70.760238 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a rate for all other property owners equal to a rate of 29.239762 (the “Non-Homestead Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2015 Village budget and tax rates;        

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD AS FOLLOWS:


The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates for the  Village of Rye Brook pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 70.760238 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 29.239762 and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016 Village budget and tax rates.  

ROLL CALL

AYES:
     Councilpersons Jackson and Villanova and Supervisor Zuckerman   

NOES:       None 

ABSENT:   Councilpersons Nardi and Baxter 






* * * * * * *
Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye Establishing a Homestead Base Proportion for the Port Chester School District and to Authorize the Town Assessor to File a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to and in Accordance with the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law Commonly Referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” based upon the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016-2017 School budget and tax rates.


On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Jackson, the following Resolution was adopted:


WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law (“RPTL”) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and


WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property, and 
WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and
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WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate property tax rates for the Port Chester School District; a rate for residential property owners equal to a rate of 53.647278 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a rate for all other property owners equal to a rate of 46.352722 (the “Non-Homestead Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016-2017 School budget and taxes;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD AS FOLLOWS:


The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates for the Port Chester School District pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 53.647278 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 46.352722 and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016-2017 School budget and taxes.

ROLL CALL

AYES:
     Councilpersons Jackson and Villanova and Supervisor Zuckerman 

NOES:       None

ABSENT:   Councilpersons Nardi and Baxter 







* * * * * * *
Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye Establishing a Homestead Base Proportion for the Rye Neck School District and to Authorize the Town Assessor to File a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to and in Accordance with the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law Commonly Referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” based upon the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016-2017 School budget and tax rates.


On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Jackson, the following Resolution was adopted:


WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law (“RPTL”) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and


WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property, and  


WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate property tax rates for the Rye Neck School District; a rate for residential property owners equal to a rate of 88.489163 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a rate for all other property owners equal to a rate of 11.510837 (the “Non-Homestead Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016-2017 School budget and taxes.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD AS FOLLOWS:


1.  The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates for the Rye Neck School District pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 88.489163 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 11.510837 and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016-2017 School budget and taxes.

ROLL CALL

AYES:
       Councilpersons Jackson and Villanova and Supervisor Zuckerman

NOES:       None 

            ABSENT:  Councilpersons Nardi and Baxter






  * * * * * * *
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Resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Rye Establishing a Homestead Base Proportion for the Blind Brook School District and to Authorize the Town Assessor to File a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to and in Accordance with the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law Commonly Referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” based upon the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016-2017 School budget and tax rates.


On motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Jackson, the following Resolution was adopted:


WHEREAS, in 1981, the State of New York enacted Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law (“RPTL”) known as the “Homestead Tax Option”, and


WHEREAS, the Homestead Tax Option was enacted to prevent a disproportionate shift of property tax burden to residential property owners following a revaluation of real property, and  


WHEREAS,  the Town Board adopted a Local Law on March 23, 2004 entitled “A Local Law Adopting the Provisions of Section 1903 of the Real Property Tax Law” commonly referred to as the “Homestead Tax Option” (the “Local Law”), and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Law, the Town Board desires to establish two separate property tax rates for the Blind Brook School District; a rate for residential property owners equal to a rate of 78.663780 (the “Homestead Base Proportion”) and a rate for all other property owners equal to a rate of 21.336220 (the “Non-Homestead Base Proportion”) and to authorize the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016-2017 School budget and taxes.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD AS FOLLOWS:


1.  The Town Board hereby: (a) establishes two separate property tax rates for the Blind Brook School District pursuant to the provisions of Section 1903 of the RPTL (I) the Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 78.663780 and (II) the Non-Homestead Base Proportion at a rate equal to 21.336220 and (b) authorizes the Town Assessor to file a Statement of Locally Determined Homestead Base Proportions Pursuant to Section 1903 of the RPTL based on the 2015 Assessment Roll (completed, verified and filed in 2015) for the 2016-2017 School budget and taxes.

ROLL CALL

AYES:
     Councilpersons Jackson and Villanova and Supervisor Zuckerman

NOES:       None 

ABSENT:   Councilpersons Nardi and Baxter







 * * * * * * *

The following Departmental Reports were received and ordered filed:

  TOWN CLERK HOPE B. VESPIA, for the month of January, 2016

  Total submitted to the Supervisor………………………………………………..$1,465.50
  RECEIVER OF TAXES NICHOLAS C. MECCA, for the month of January, 2016

  Deposited to Supervisor, Town of Rye……………………………………..$33,760,595.14

  Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Port Chester………………………….........$974,772.70    

  Deposited to Treasurer, Village of Rye Brook………………………………….$63,618.36

  Total…………………………………………………………………............$34,798,986.20 







* * * * * * * 
              There being no further business, on motion of Councilperson Villanova, seconded by Councilperson Jackson, and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned into executive session at 8:50 P.M. to discuss litigation and specific personnel matters.










    Respectfully submitted,








                            Hope B. Vespia

                                                                                                                Town Clerk                                                                
